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S8CENE I"ROH PARSIFAL WHICH BHOWB THE WONDERFUL STAGE SETTINGS IN THE SECOND ACT,

o

Wm, E. .Curtis' Genoa lcm:r in Chi-
cago Record-Herald:

Genoa has no cathedral and s sin-
gularly lacking in fine churches, but is
rich In religious relies. The Church
of Ban Lorenzo is famous for containing
the remaing of John the Baptist and
possessing (he holy grail, the cup from
which Christ and his. disciples drank at
the last supper, and which was so long
and” #o eagerly sought for and fought
for by King Arfhur and his Knlghts of
the Round Table and later by the heroes
of the crusades. Tennyson and Lowell
tell the story in better words than I can
frame. The cup. which was supposed
to be a solid emerald, about four inches
high and holding the contents of an ordi-
nary claret glass, was finally found at
Cassaren, on the coast of Palestiné, by
a brave Knlght Templar and . brought
to Genoa, where [t was Intrusted to the
charge ofgthe local chapter of Templars,
and, upon its dissolution, was deposited
in the reliquary of 8an Lorenzo.  Na-
poleon stole i, ag he did so many other
valuable and interesting articles, such
as the Columbug autographs, and carried
it to Paris, where it was exhibited In the
secular museum of the Louvre among
ordinary articles, to the horsor and scan-
dal of the church, as it was considered
one of the most sacred objects In exls-
tence. The spear that plerced the Bave
for's side and the *handkerchisf with

808 | which Bt. Veronica wiped his perspiring

face ap he staggered under the wolght of

200 | the cross are not maore precious. While
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it was in Paris the holy grail was broken
and It was then discovered that it wus
made of ordinary glass. A pleca that
was knocked out of the cup lg still kept
in the Louvre and the mutilated goblet
was returned to Genoa In 1823,

"This Is one of the fow Roly relica of
the Savior which has the formal sanc
tion of the soversign pontiff and the
college of cardinals and is also sup-
ported by historic evidence. Most of
the others in the churches of Rome and
elgowhers have nft been officlally recog-

niged. There {8 no positive evidence that
It was used at the last supper—you
might - as well say that there ls  no
proof ghat it.was not used on that oc-
cnsfon; but millions of people are con-
vinced that this oup was handled by
the Bavior and aposties, and wps cven
pollutgd by the touch of:Judas, and we
might us well accept thelr verdict. 1t is
the only cup that makes such preten-
slons, -

What I= supposed to be the original
tomb of John the Baptist is. a beautl-
fully carved sarcophagus of alabaster
about four feet long, two reet wide and
18 inches high. It seems too short to be
used for a coffin, but it is explained
that the prophet was a man of amall
stature apd that his heaa was not re-
covered. -The earving on the outside
of' the block represents incidents In the
1life of the forerunner of Christ, includ-
ing & representation of the baptiem of
Jesus upon the banks of the. Jordan.
Thizs was also brought from Palestine
by the crusaders and has been in the
church of Ban Lorenzo for 1,000 years.

of a chapel bullt especlally to contain
it, but fts former .contents, the dust of
the apostle, are inclosed In a cass of
lead and deposited in a cavity chiseled
In & large block of marble placed over
the altar, The new casket in even more
beautiful than the old one, but is com-
ppratively modern, having been carved
by the most famous sculptor of the 17th
ocentury. It is opened once m ysar, on
the anniversary day of the saint, and
carried in procession around the church
with great ceremony. Women “are not
admitted to that service, nor are they
allowed to enter the chapel in which
the tomb and dust are kept, That is
becauss of the act of Salome, the daugh-
ter of Herod, who caused 8t, John to bhe
beheaded. Men are allowed to enter the
chapel upon the payment of a frano

There are several pleces of the body

of Johin the Baptist scattered about, and

It stands upon & pedestal at one side

Shrine of the Holy Grail Is in Genoa

what are claimed to be his tombs may
be found in several places in the Holy
Land. His right arm, from the elbow
to the wrist, is preserved In the chapel
of the royal palace at Madrid. His lefc

ace at St. Petersburg and several of his
fingers are in Rome. But I am inclined
to think that the crusaders were =sin-
cere and honest in their pretensions,
and brought home what they belleved to
he the genuine thing. You will remem-
ber the, ciréumstances of his death and
the sensation it ereated In Herod's camp.
John the Baptist had an enormous fol-
lowing in Judea, Samaria and Galiles,
The people belleved in him, Herod him-
self had confldence in his honesty and
admiration for his eloquence and per-
sonal character, and his order to behead
this popular leader was given with much
reluotance, even when he was Intoxicated
with wine and passion. Put he did not
have the moral courage to refuse the un-
expected request from the daughter of
Rls mistress when sha danced before

im,

Herod's downfall began from that
moment, and he attributed all his mis-
fortuned to that set. He restored the
body to the friends of the salnt, and
they buried {t somewhere in the Valley
of the Jordan, but according to tradi-
tion the head was not restored. Salome
toak It to her mother, who hated the
prophet becausé he had publicly de-
nounced her immorality, her infidelity
and her relatlons with ‘the king. The
ruins of the church In which the re-
mains were first burled are still to be
seen and are visited by many pilgrms.

The usual Incongrulty Is to be found
here. Think of the tomb of John the
Baptist {lluminated by ecleotric lights!

There are several other interesting ob-
Jects In the old church, among others
A seat In the chapel at one time occu-
pled by Paganini, the great violinist,
who was a native of Genoa and sang in
the cholr of this church. His name is
carved upon it, and over It there is a
tablet of moealc.

The Precious Terrapin Was Once the
Food of Slaves

¥From the Chicago Journal.
With diamond-back terrapin having a
standard market value of from 376 to

0! 3100 & dogen, It may seem almost Incred-

ible that the Maryland legislature once
passed a law to prohibit slaveowners

y | from feeding thelr slaves on terrapin
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N ‘um BLUFFED THE ONINAMAN.

Py
F llemberx of the Waldorf set are tell-
h.l & naw poker story on John W. Gates.

-ﬁ short time ago n rich Chinese mer-

- chant who was returning to Canton from
SR Buropean tour stopped at the Waldorf,

Mis knowledge of English was meager,

¥ ,but he possessed a Tondness for games

i “ehsnoe parideularly poker, and hLe and

. Gates sut down to a friendly game,
Iy there was a jack pot offsubstan-
proportions,

and drew one card,
& W eard also.

A MBet yvou five thoysand dollars.”
Chinese merchant through
reter.

Iee you five thousand,” sald Mr

g: (‘hlnnmm-hmkrd at his hand; a

qd smifle stole over his round face
ha sald something, In Chinese.
. ralses. you Nfteon thousand dol-
“ mild the interpreter.
ht son of a sen cook!" gaspedl the
isaed Gates. The Chinnman turpned
his chin drapped on his hands and
" feebly plshed the pot toward Mr.
8, Who was more thin ever aston.

Mr., Gates drew

sald
the |n-

he poUs yours,” sald the interpre-

v Ilow. thst™ asked Mr. Gates.
Bn-ah-see-kuk’ means ‘1 raise you
¥ lullllnn dollars’ in Chinese.” said
. and with profound Kow-

tu uv:am that big Celestial
noq n, havitig enough
m a8 played at the

The Chinaman opened

oftener than onoe a week.

That ia, nevertholess, a historieal fact,
and it is no less a matter of record that
just before the clvil war a serjous revolt
broke out among some slaves on the
eastorn shore-because 1ty were fed on
diamond-back terrapin so often. They
wanted pork, -which was more expensive
than the water food that has now be-
come #0 preclous,

This I8 c(he season to gather the fa-
mous product of the Chesapeake bay.
Crigfleld, Md., Is now the chigl source of
supply, although g few terrapin are sent
to market ench year from the Choptank
river and the waters of Talbot county.
For some years the dealers at Crisfleld
and other points have beon ulherinl the
dlamond-backs as they could and keep-
ing them In pounds staked off in the
water., Nearly all the good Chesapeake
terrapin left are now imprisoned in chese
pounds.

1t Is {llegnl to markec thosa under five
Inches M length on the lower shell, and
poundmén keep the undersized untll they
rench the requlred length. Prices at
Chrisfleld mnow are: For those 7 to 8
inches long, 360 a dozen; 6 to T inches,
$36 0 domen; 6 to 6 Inches, §14 & dozen,
and under & inches, $§2 a4 doxzen.

The drop between $60 and $2 a dozen
may seem out of all proportion to wsize,
but terrapin are discnguished for more
qualities than mere price, and they in-
crease in flavor with age and appear to
grow more tender. Then, as has already
beon sald, the small ones cannol be mar-
keted, and not every hunter is able to
keep them until they reach the proper
age.

The cont of terrapin Is conslderably
incrensed before they reach the table,
Orders given by consumers are usoally
Haced- with clty dealers, -who may or
may not be able to fill them from the
stock on hand.

If a dewler recelves a large order and
hasn't sufMelent supply, he skirmishes
around among othér dealers and fre-
quently sends to other citles. New York
and Philadelphia are thus. drawn upon
at times by Baltimore dealers, but as a
genersl rule 1t 18 the Maryland eity that
Is anked to help out her northern cities,
In the coupse of the dismond-back's
progresy fromt Ite native waters to the
table its value soars. The prices to.the
consumers range from $30 to 380 or more
2 doxen. The cost to the consumer is
usually from 8§60 to 876'a doten, Large
sizes veadily bring $100.

Al Crisfield thera are three ’Lerrl
pounds, throkh  which most of
‘Bastern tndep s Tnpplled. I"ormaﬂy
‘1 ] i

I

terrapin held for market were kept In
hoxes and barrels until the time for
shipment, but they usually became poor,
and many died,

One, winter a Crisfleld dealer had
hundreds of them stored In a vacant
house,” and during the cold weather
nearly one half of them froge, This
suggested the idea of keeping them in
their native element, and pounds. were
constructed for the purpose.

A tract of marsh land Is surrounded
by a high board fence, entemding down
for two or three feet .Into the mud,
The Interior s then divided Into a num-
ber of compartments contgining the ter-
rapin in the order of their sise. Then
ponds and canals are dog, so that the
tides can have full sweep through the
pounds, and wire netting Is used to pre-
vent the terrapin from swimming from
one compartment to another,

Fipally, "large sand bags are con-
structed where the females lay thelr
eggs to, be hatched by the heat of the
sun, These beds are frequently exam-
ined. and the young terrapin are re-
movyed,

Catthing terrapin  for market was:
once followed as 4 business along the
bay shores, but is now practically only
an Incident of the waterman’s life, as
the scarcity of the game makes the
bunt unmprofitable, It is considersd a
great plece ofluck at preseént to find a
dlamond back or two smuggled down in
the mud,

The scarcity of the genuine article
and the great demand for it have, of
course, led to the use of substitutes,
some of which are sold and bought in
good faith, but frequently the’ substi.
tutes masquerade on the banguet board
as the highly prizsed dlamondbacks.

One of the most fréquently used of
the pseudo diamondbacks js the Biloxi,
terrapin, #o called bhecause it comes
principally. from the marshes and
bayous of the gulf of Blloxl, Mies,
The golden terrapin also takes the place

LOf its more aristoeratie relative. Many

golden terrapin come from the West.

The meat of these pleblan cousing of
the lordly dlamondback in not so dark
as the genuine, but only to the educated
taste is it much different from the real
luxury. The golden and Blloxl terrgpin
nre’ increaxing 1n wvalue as the demand
for them grows, and those of good glze
sometimes bring as high as 526 a domen,

The erow Is, next to man, the great-
est énemy of the terrapin, hunting out
their nests and destroying t!w eEE" by
the wholesale

SBhe—~Don't you bellave that "a soft
answer turneth away wrath?'

He—Oh, yes, Ofener, hoWever, wrath
fifghtens away' a soft answer,—Kansss
City Journal

PREPARATION OF WEATHER MAP,

| From *“The Scientific Work of the Gov:

ernment,” by Prof. 8. 'P, Lang-
ley, in Soribner's. *

The weather bureau Is now s highly
equipped organization under a chief,
Willis L. Moore, the officer third in rank
In the department. The country is cov-
ered with It satlons.  Iis reports, is-
sued twice daily, have come to be looked
for in every portiof of the Urlited States
by all the people, ‘whose dally life Is
to a certain extent Influenced by them,
and the valus of Ite work In the saving
of Yife and shipping on the coasts by its
prediction of storms and floods, as well
as the saving to the erops through time-
1y notice of sudden changes, such as
frosts, oto,, I8 incaloulable,

The work which the people know bert
Is the general Torecasts of the weather,
which are copducted) on the best obtain-
able system; forecasta which, ‘though
founded on an order of things as sub-
Ject to law am the couirses of the stars,
are far from having yet reached the pre-
cizlon  of astronomical’ solence, though
the results obtained —gre unrivaled In
their excellence by those of any other
nation, The préparation of the weather
map involves the dally sounding of the
helghits of the aerial ocean above simul-
taneously by obsérvers all over the coun-
ery and the joining of these sounding
stations on the map by contour lines
which, Indicate the direction of that great
aerial ocean's flow.. The direction cnn-
not, of conrse, be determined with any-
thing like the certainty attainable in the
deduction of the path of a star, yet the
result, though still a probabllity only,
is a very useful one, by whith we all
gulde our dally lives, Wil it be gredtly
better for us if it is ever otherwlse, and
we come to the time when we know long
in alvance what the weather will be; and
this and many other like uncertainties
are wiped out from the varlety of our
daily Hfe?

These goneral maps are propared in
the office nt Washington from dispacches
sent by local ofMees, and the bureau's
use of the telegraph sarvice glone costs
3300,000 por ‘annum. It distributes In!
the whape of eafds, maps gnd  publica-
tions nearly 66,000,000 pleces yearly, and
in casen of ‘special agricultural Indus-
tries particularly susceptible to destruc-
tion through changes In weather, speaial
services have been established, notably
for cotton, sugar and rice in the Southern
states -and for frult and -wheat In Call-
fornia.

TAKE THE MIDDLE COURST.

From the New York Times.

“I've beon’ told, your. grice, that a
bit of ‘rouge. helghtens a woman's
eharm,” snld a little woman to Arch-
bishop Ryan of Philadelphia, who is
mentloned as a probable cardinal. while
he was visiting & fashlonable womap's
college on jhe occasion of his golden
Jubilee, - “And I've alao been to14,"" sho
sontinued, “rhat it is awfully wrong to
use rouge. Won't' you plonse. liu ma

the right rule, mar' the girl |

hand is In the chapel of the Winter pal-

metic as 'yuqe,_nl__ur-‘. !
seems that It is best, in all
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You don't com W
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DRESSMAKING.

CTOTHING salesman, salary $100; fornlabin
goods salesman, salary $70. wanted Immedi-
ately: must be first-cliss. 8. 4 The Journal
DR WHITE'S Specific No, 1 guarantecd to care
gonorthea In 10 days: No, ) and 43 cure
glcet and stricture fn 20 days: No. 2, syphilis
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