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Witteaberg of the board of education
yvesterdny during a jon of the
question of what nctlou the Luard should

take in connection with thrm
. ments to school Ildlnn. 3 )
 “I think that now_ 2 Afn t.*'m!“
these repuirs S

plained  Mr. Wittenberg. r

prompt action Is faken the job wln Erow
‘to’ monumentul proportioms.  The Atkin-
gon school, for instafee, in my opinion,

has long outlived its usefulness and the-

locaticn is extrémely bad.  There should
be a new school In a new location. At
present the eli.dren are housed between
n brewery and'a gas plant, and it is In-
imical to thelr health to be cooped up
in suc.. quarters,”

Other Buildingns as 'tﬁ-

Dircctor Willlams Interrupted to say
that he belifves the Couch and Falllng
buildings to he just ag bad as the At-
kinson, and the chairman urged that ag
another point in favor of letting Lhe
people declde the question to suit cthem-
selves, ]

“I ulnk wo would be derslict In our
duties to the people and to the sgchools
If we did not do so0,”" he urged again.
“If we let the people determine just
what they want, we will not be respon-

¢ #sible for any mistakes, but if we fall to

take that course, the blame can justly
be lald to vur doors. 1 think we ought
to recommend to the people that these
talked-of improvements should be made.
Then, I have no doubt, they will adopt
our suggesdon.”

Oppose Expensive Policy.

Directors Beach and Willlams as-
knowledged themselves to be among the
conservatives when It ¢ame td consid-
ering o poliey of expensive school Im-
provements, and while not actively pro-
testing, they nevertheless falled to ac-
quiesce in  the chalrman’s suggestion
about recommending such a course to
‘the taxpayers.

“If we can get along without any big
expende, T think we should do i1, ex-
plained Mr, Willlame. This elicited the
reply that' if the board didn't take some
action now, when the bulldings could be
repaired one at a time, they would have
n whole lot of school buildings ow their
hands at one time: ™ It was further point-
od out tnat lpi situation was as yet well
in hand, and the schools could be looked
after without any great expense, com-
paratively speaking, but If things were
allowed to go on as they had done, some
day in the future the people would be
calied upon to face an enormous ex-
pense,

The directors are divided, and on the
one item of expense. To make additions
and alterations considerdd necesary by
some would require in the neighiborhood
of $175.000.  while the conservatives see
in this an expense that Is not absolutely
required. They want to get along with
Just as small expenditurdés as can be fig-

uredtm
Increass in Salaries. . .

Yutﬂ'ws sesgion wdld mainly de-
voted to the donsideration of routine ex-

wel in the Atems of the estimates sub-
tted. There will Pe an Increase made
¥ both teachers’ and/janitors’ salaries,
Imt the actual figu were not made
“pubiiie,
1t was decided to hold another session
tomortow at 3 o'clock, and also to post-
_pone the takXpayers' meéting, which was
scheduled ! for that®yening, until Janu-
ary ih or 12. The ¢om reports a

plete
nless | estimates will be published some tl:)g

in advance tne citizens may have &
chance to absorball the Information pos-
gible concerning the condition of the
schools and funds before  making up
their mind a8 to what action to take it
the bonding proposition comes up.

\ Atkinson Will Be Rebullt.

Without taking into consideration the
matter of general improvements, there
seems handly any doubt that a new
school will be erected to take the pluce
of the Atkinson bullding. and on a new
location In the district. A committee
from the board and & commities from
the Taxpayers' jeague are making an in-
specticn of the structure this afternoon,
fand tne complaints have been so long-
continued and numerous that the board,
it is thought, can hardly do otherwise
than agree upon the plan of putting up
An enirely new school. The arrange-
ments of the building are defective, and,
in the worda of a board member, “it has
long outlived' its usefulness."

Chairman Wittenberg’s annual ad
dress, with the exception of the para-
graph devoted to advocating the honding
plan for the schools, was as follows:

Ohairman's Annuai Address.

. "To the Taxpayers of Bchool District
No. 1, Multnomah County, Or. Ladies
and Gentlemen—As chalrman of the
bbard of education, I deem it a matter
of duty to present to you a few ldeas
and suggestions which might be of some
benefit to you im our, efforts to further
improve the present efficlency of our
public school, as well as, possibly, to
find a way of meeting any additional ex-
pense with the least possibl@ hardship
to the taxpayers of this district

“For your information 1 would state
that singing and music Is not now be-

has it been for the past year. In my
opinion, this ls pot a wise plan, and
music and singing should again be re-
instated in the schools.

“l believe that manual training would
be a splendid addition In varlous grades,
and would lead to a development of
ideas of the pupll which would be a
great benefit In after life. All schools
of the most modern type have Introduced
manual tralning, and we should not be

hind the times.

Favors Public Kindergartens.

“You are also aware that the kinder-
garten department has not in any way
been connected with the public school
system”® I belleve that anything that
will take the little waifs and children
off the streets, and out of some of the
nbodes which are called homes, is often
n benefit to the child. And, as the foun-
dation of character Is often lald In the
earliest years of the child, for that rea-

ing tought in our publie schools; nor|
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opin real
reagon for this is that our publfo -rhooh
ara not up wbe:-h:t standard dem%d e
A large num our people. @ ey
feol that our public schools are the
best in this country, but, as a matter
of fact, such is not the case. We are
lacking In a great many dirdetlions inm
efficiency and equipment. Two of the
principal’ jtems T have alréady men-
tioned, being klndtmnen and manual
training.

Baths in New York Schools.

“In New York today new' schools are
being bullt with baths attached for the
poprer children; also lunch ‘rooms, and I
beg .to call your attention to'the fact
that even in the old country thera are
publie schools which, in my oplnion, are
superior to our own In Htobkholm,
Bweden, is one of the largest schools
in the world, accommodating 2,870 pupils
and in the basement are 100 bath rooms
where children are required to bathe, if
the teachers think that they are not
taught cleanliness at home. Soap -and

towels are furnished free by the eity |

and a wholesome dinner Is furnished to
the poorer children at noon, If they need
it. This same custom prevails in Nor-
way. This iInsures every child, at lenst,
one warm meal each day.

HWot & Towel in the Schools.

“How does this compare with our
boast of superiority? Certainly, we have
nothing of this kind in this city. Not
i fowel can you find in our schools; for
the use of the children, furnished by the
district. BEven the convenfence of teilet
paper is being objected to, and was not
in use In any of our schools up to the
present term, and was only Introduced
in three sthools a short time ago. Con-
venlences of the kind that I have men-
tioned in the foregoing drive children to
the private wschools, making a double
burden of taxes on parents, who pay
their school taxes to mssist In main-
taining the puble schools and at the
same time pay tultion to private schopls,
Let us improve the eficlency of our pub-

He schools so as to make it unnecessary

rivate schools and
blic sehools will

to make use of the,
the high ideal of our
have been reached.
“For the coming year, In rny opinion,
it will be absolutely necessary to levy
8 tax of 33§ mills for building purposes
alone, Next year will certainly be fully
as much to keep up with the large in-
crease of population. Therefore, the tax
levy will be heavy for bullding purposes,
My plan would be 1o issue from $500,-
000 to $1,000,000 worth of § per cent
bondg running for 30 years. The direc-
tors to be empowered to sell whatever
amount of bonds would be necessary for
the construction of new school bulld-
Ings and the purchase of necessary
grounds. In this way Portland could be
supplied with the proper buildings for
housing its children, and the yearly
burden would be reduced to an amount
that would not prove a hardship at any
time to the taxpayers, as my plan would
be to each year levy a tax of not to
exceed 1 mill for the retiring of a por-
tionr of these bonds, This would dis-
tribute the amount of payments in such
% way as to make it a very light load to
carry as compared with our present

son, in my opinfon, the kindergarten is

plan.*
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l(u.t Hlbnh Van Houten, wife of the
man now in the elty. jall charged with
murder in the first degree.

Friends of Van Houten yesterday sald
that they were ‘mois than surpeised that
the te husband did not the life
of his wife. They said that he was so
insanély jeslous, so maddened by what
htnthwlht t0 be the wrong infilcted upon

and his family by Young, that he
might bave been expectad to commit
wholesale murder.

Before the shooting Sunday night Van |

Houten oalled upon his wife at the
place where she works, He asked to
see her but she happened to. be out
with her  cousin at the time Van
Houten, during the Ilast two months,
aince Mre. Van Houten took her présent
position, has called upon her several
times. But it {8 agalnst the rules of
the house for women employes to re-
celve male company, and Van Houten
was ordered away. Bunday night he
appeared nervous, .
A Letter and An Afidavit.

A letter, supposedly from Young to
Mrs, Van Houten, and an aMdavit, made
by a. resident of Aberdeen, Wash., in-
flamed Van Houten's mind until he was
insanely desperale, say his friends, The
aMdavit was presented to Disirlet Attor-
ney Manding., but it showed that a
crime, if there was any, wus committed
in Aberdeen, It sets forth that In Oc-
tober, 19002, Young, who was then keep-
Ing & saloon In the Gray's Harbor city,
roomed oyver a certain dance bhall. At
the time there lived a woman professing
o be his wife and the afMant states that
in every particular she answers the de-
scription of Mre. Van Houten.

The letter, which appears to have
been read and reread until the paper is
frayed and worn at the edges, was writ-
ten at Aberdeen” April 21, last, and was
recelved at the postofMice at Marshfield,
Or., by the husband, altbough the mis-
slve was Intended for Mrs. Van Houten,
The letter follows:

"My Dear Minnle—I have just re-
celved your most kind and welcome let-
ter, Mimnnte, st the same time, Dave
came In just wild, hunting for you, talk-
ing fight all the time. To convinees him
I had to show him every room in the
house to satisfy him. He acoused you
of being heres with me. I changed his
mind before he left. He accused me of
sending you an express paokage, which
I did not own . .up to. He sald he got
posted in Portland about you being here
with me. I think he has changed his
mind now about leking me HikeEindany.
I had no trouble with him whatever.
Talked very nice fo him and took (him
up to Lulu and she told him the last
letter she got from you was from Marsh-
fleld. He was a little quieter after that.
Now, Minnie, if he goes to see yow he
may try and tell you I told him that you
lived' here with me. Do not let him get
anything out of you, for I throwed him
off on everything. Now, my. dear, if I
was you, I would go to Portland and
get your divorces st once, for he may
cause lots of trouble for us both. I
know you know how to handle him with-
out me telling you.

“To show you now excited he was, he
never saw your picture on my vest. He
thought to sears me right on the start,
but I would not scare for him, so he
changed his mind. When I see you 1
will tell you the whole. Now 1 am
writing you right away, so to post you
when he goes,

“Now, dear, he wanted to know If T
ever was to his'house in Portland. 1
told him I was not, Well, that was no
lle, That was not his hopse, was 1t?
I was Just assmart a% him. I am glad
you got that bracelet Do not tell him

reompromising letter frayed and

here with me and that I sent you the
"was a married man
and was keeping you, too. Ho wasg
bound I ghould show him my wife. I
told him he was up against the wrong
thing now and someons was maliog n
fool out of him, which is the truth,
Now, honey, try and settle the affalr if
you can, ter the divorce I will shaw
him that, not write now. 1 will close,

Mrs. Vau Mouten's Story.

most distracted, was unable to see any-
one until late yesterday. She left her

place of employment Jast ovening and
went to heriaunt's home in BEast Port-
land. 8he indignantly denies aill the

clinrges made agaipst her, accuses her
husband of extrema cruclty and says
that she knew Young simply as & pass-
irig friend. She asserts that her hus-
band wanted her to agree to a soheme to
blackmall Young and became angry be-
canse ghe refused.

At the time she is alleged to haveé heen
in Aberdeen with Young Mra. Van Hou-
ten says she was sick in bed at the
home of her cousin at Marshfield. She
suys It was then he went to Aberdeen in
an attempt to blickmall Young, The
couple was muarried in February, 1804,
he being then 28 and she 168, They have
never lived happlly,  according to her
story. B8he says that Van Houten s a
spendthrift, high tempored, overbearing
and quarrelsome, Bhe asserts that he
has often ghused and threatened to kill
her, and once said he . would kill both
Young and herself.

For two months after thelr marriage,
they lived at Mount Tabor,.in Yamhlill
courity Yor two and a half years, at Oré-
gou City for an equal Jength of time and
finally ecame to Portland. Mrd. Van
Houten kept a rooming house here, Al-
most & year ago she left Portland for
San Francisco and at the time says sha
gave her husband $600. He followed
her to the Bay City and in a month they
returned to Marshfield. Van Houten
went “broke,” she asserts, and then she
gave him $200 more. While at Marsh-
field the wife says her husband drove
her Into such a. frame of mind that she
attempted suicide by taking poison. Bev-
eral weeks ago he again Induced her to
give hiim $100 but lately she determined
to wue him for divorce.

VYan Houten's Btory.

“For my children's sake 1 could not
stand the disgrace,” sald Van Houten as
he Impatiently walked the corridor of
his cell at the city jall yesterday. While
he refused to discuss the matier he in-
timated that he had nothing to repent
pnd did not fear the consequences, be-
Iteving that he had righted a wrong.

Attorney Dan J. Malarkey has taken
up Van Houten's case.

One of the best known lawyers In the
city yesterday sald: "Men who break
up families and lose thelr lives at the
hands of distracted husbands seldom get
much sympathy at the hands of a jury.
In the, present case the fact that the
husband followed his wife from one
place o another, hegging her to return,
and then went to her supposed compan-
fon asking for an sccount of her tended
to show that he wanted to do what was
just, Getting no satisfaetion he went to
the distriet attorney, but there got no re-
dress because there was no evidepce of
wrong doing In this* state. With the
waorn
constantly knifing hie heart and dis-
tracted by Lhe thought of the disgrace
falling upon his - two little daughters,
Van Houten, it will be argued, was
driven to a state of mental irresponsi-
bility.”

The shooting of Young recalls & mys-

who sent 1t to you. Tell. him it wan

Lulw. Do not let him get any cateh on

terious Kkilling which occurred less than
a year ago at Twenty-fourth and Thur-

hoplng  to hear from you woon. I re-||
muein us ever,  your old fellow.
“Lots of love and kisses. Vg

Mrs. Van Houten, prostrated ahd al-|

SPECIAL
NOTICE.:

For good trustworthy @
merchandise at sweep-
ing reductions — don't 3
fail to visit the Great
Annual Sale of men’s
and boys’ wear, now in

progress.

NOTE:

ALL MAIL ORDERS
PROMPTLY FILLED
AT SALE PRICES |}

man

started
reaching
a m.
The two officers arrived on the scens
nbout 3:45 a. m., and then lay In walt
for a chance (o
Vaughn heard voices In thé house
recognized Van Houten's volca, but he
also knew that other men were with him.
Fearing
friends armed and might escape in the
dark, the officers concluded to conceal
themselves in the barn.
morning hours they kKept watch of the
house to see that Van Houten did not
escape,

In the barn were 13 horses, all the

stalls being flled. At 7

streets,
Young was slain.
Myers, a saloonkeeper, was the viotim of
an unknown assassin’s bullet.
derer was never caught.
statement Mycrs stated that thugs at-
tempted to hold him up but they were
never brought to justice,

Sergeant
tective Vaughn, who arrested Van Hou-
ten at his barn in Montavilla, has Infor-
mation that Van Hopten segured a horse
and buggy
cape following the shooting.

running from Young's saloon
Van Houten made a roundabout tour of
the northern part of the eity.
ly reached s bafn where a_friend loaned
him a horse and buggy. He hid for sev-
eral hours, it Is gald, and about midnight
to drive across to” Montavilia,

two blocks from where
In this case Henry

The mur-
In his dying

Ready to' Bsoape.

Houten appedred,
teamsters living in the same house, Be
fore the murderer had time to saddle o
of the horses and escape, ag he intend
to do, he was placed under lﬂ'.lt.
During the time he was in the b
Van Houten told the other mon

shooting Young, Pgt_‘y_-_m :

had killed_him.
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FAMILY TRADE MY SPECIALTY.

v

A. NEUBERGER'’S
FULL MEASURE HOUSE

108 Sixth Street, near Washington

The house noted for ““High Gréde, Full Measure and Low Prices”

SWEET. ae. o | Imported French and
Pk 2'”“- Gallon. g}“ﬁa.&’"”'”” ................. ..gge $0.50 D C
s S LU LS R R R . nfan : A
Port, 10 AR E  NE ¢ 50é¢ . . :
Sherry "“"”w R eREPTK | Feosssntantasicissorssonis SIS S0 German Wines
Sherry, very old ......oveeivireoavas 1.50 | Ricsling .:...... i i A S g 1.00 Quarts.
;“F"f" '-':l‘_" qmlllltlr ---------- m :-’0 BAULETTIO, QUILTE o4 vvsesnnronsinsnnsrsessnssonnss 60¢ '

“‘Im» EXIrA QUALLY fsescseccnernsn . vevsnsB5€ | Lapeyre Margaux ...i.:.: P R -
M Ty O S ‘.gg Haut SBauterne, QUArt ..........cocoeccsis 85¢ Lapeyre Margaux $1.00
Tokay, very old .....vvvvenvacnses: BTOE 1.76 SCHRAMSBERCER WINES Pontet Canet, pints..... yevassassasbisnnsencs LMD

IN 'FULL MEASURE, !4-GAL., BOTTLES, Finest of c‘l"dﬂlilo:f:di:ﬂ:.iol.ﬂ'.ull to imported, ex- Pommard Burgundy ...cccevccssssrsscssasarss 800
Port, extra QUALELY ivivveririrvinirineanees T8¢ v . Quarts, Pints Delnhatd’s Mosel Wine ., .ovevennieneas evnveve RSB
Sherry, extra QUAILY +oovovvrnnniinaiinsnaeins T8 L Hook i 8 I8 B0¢ Stein Wein ...... it ibnitassitarancisvae B TH
Angellon, Very - fINE ..cccocevsirnvuscissninns o BB | RIGHUNE +0ovovorsecisceisesionrennees I8  BO o
Iu.;cst. very nnled.........................‘..... Y imaal o AR e & At ¢ 1 503 S Ldebfraumllch ..icicisrensrsicnnsnanssiesass 150

aderia, very Old .....iovvivirnnneinsianes. BL, PR T S L R R (R 9

okay, Very old ......... A N e d R g’::;‘:;; _________ O Y ik { rihdihe .;E ggg Bert Sauterne penefesnenenhoereatsnreraerapee 1.75

W. robate sach M‘II&(I“- BADIRINR . sesorsessnobsssnnvassisansss 1.00 50‘

_Mumm's
Pommery
White Seal ......v.s SveSvaR ik
Roederer, G. V. 8.

AN UP-TO-DATE FAMILY LIQ-
UOR ETORE.

The finest and best equipped family

liguor store in the city. A store noted

for the best goods at Lowest Prices.

NEW YEAR’S CHEER

Qualf a glass for New Year Day. Begin the year right.
of wine. Drink a toast to your wife, your family, your friends. Good will and happiness should reign.
taste and your table require.

Add $1, half a dollar, even 25c, to the cost of your New Year dinner and have a glass
We can supply you with just what your
Especially we recommend our high-grade blend Whiskies, 0ld K entucky Bourbons, Eastern Ryes, direct from the
distilleries. Especially do we appeal to those who appreciate good liquors—in fact, all who appreclate a good thing. We set down a few prices
for your selection, particularly adapted to New Year dinner tables:

Champagnes

Quaris. Pints

California Champagne

CALIFORNIA CHAMPAGNE, pints, .........51.00

Complete Assortment of Cresta Blanca \Vinu.




