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PECIAL

:EGISLA Tl VE SESSION WILL TACKLE

NY QUESTIONS I BESIDES TAX LAW

RTAGE ROAD LIKELY
10 DEMAND

Sentiment Among
bers in Favor of

System of Paying Taxes.

Multnomah Mem-
Return to the Old

Among the members of the Multnomah
delegation In the state legisiature It s
generally taken for grantad that Gov.
Chamberiain wiil call a special session to
remegdy the defect in the tax law passed
Jast wintér. Despite " ‘the " ‘governor's
known reluctance to ponvene the legisia-
ture, the opinion ls virtudlly unanimous

that the emergency is teo. pressiog -and.

the nead of leglslative action is oo great
to be ignored. 4

Interviews with lelulor! and repre-
sentatives from this county lond to the
beliaf that a streng efoft ‘will "bé " mdde,
if a special session Is oalled, to Tepéal
the Phelps Iaw and to return to the old
law, under which taxes were payable In
the spring. The chief argument in favlr
of this course is that the change jo time
of payment contemplated by the Phelps
law would necessitate the collection of

two years' taxzes next year, and this
would probably prove an unwelcome
burden to .the . taxpayers . The. Ebelpa

law was introduced at the request of the
ranchers and sheep
gon, who would fin
to pay their taxes In the fall of the year,

rather than in the “spring. “The’ bill weas

passed without very thorough dlscusalon,

and wis generally regardod as of no.par-
ticnlar moment to the taxpayers in this
But as tbe. public has

part of the state,
realized. that a- double burden would be
imposed. dext year, qq' ntiment has boen
pos

grystallising in opposiiion "o " thi' 'Méw [ oy 4 be :
Jov, 4nd tiore will Probably be & atrang. ’J—."';m ey .‘m“""“;"';.’ R
ts repeat. S AT fhink leginiature  will not
mmmm confine (tself to tax lomlatlnu. We
the should have

; l!
matwtommwtﬂlm

ture, If the expectations of some mam-
bers are realized. It is sald that several
of the acts pasged at the last session will
come up for reconsideration. An appro-
priation of 66000 was made last winter
for the construction of the portage rall-
road, but unexpected diMeuities have
been encountered in the acquisition of the
right-of-way, and many persons now be-
lleva that the road cannot be constructed
and equipped for the amount of the ap-
propriatlon. At the coming special ses-
slon the legislature will probably demand
a report from the engineers employed to
make the,prellminary surveys, and the
whole question of the advisability of con-
structing the road may be rpopened.

The corporation tax law may also come
up for consideration, as the mining men
of the state are anxions to have it po
amended asg to lessen the tax upon min-
ing corporations. The road law passad
at the last sessjon Is also regarded as
unsatisfactory in some respects, and It (s
sald to require some changes to make It
fully effeciive. George C. Brownell of
Clackamas county (s said to have a di-
rect primury law which he wants the
leglalature to adept, and though there In
not much prospect of its passage, it may
be Introduced. Senator Franklin @ P.
Mays of this county will endeavor to
have the legislature restore that provis-

“jon of the old law, repealed at the last
sossion, which exempts from taxation the
personal property of every hosseholder
to the amount of ).

Likely to Bit 30 Days.

There Is plenty of evidence that the
legislators will have thelr hands full,
mnd the sesslon may be protracted to the
Tull 20 days, which Is the limit imposed
by the oconstitution. At the regular
sessjon the members = recelve pay for
only 40 days, but may continue In ses-
glon after that time without pay, if they
gee fit to do s0. But the constitution
provides that sesnions shall not
last over 20 days, and at the expiration
of that time the mémbers must ad-
Journ.

Not all of the members of the Hult-
nomah delegation have determined what
coyu they will pursue; q 1o the. tax

but some of them arg in
l:he!r advocacy of & ntnrl to the old

W,

Senator Sweek's Views.
Benator Bweek spoke as follows:
“I am.in favor ‘of repealing the
Phelps met and returning to the old

pen of Eastern Ore-
it more obnvenlent

One reason for my position {s that the
Phelps act entalls double payment of
taxes hext year, and I think this will
prove very burdensome, especlally In
view of the faot that next year's taxes
d'will' ‘be  comelderably increased on ae-
count of the Lewis and Clark, fair, I
do not know whether anything but tax
Jegislation will be attempted, though T
have hoard that the Portage road may
come yp.  for consideration. I think
there oan ba no question that a special
sasslon will be called—it seems Inevit-
CAble ™

“I 'am in favor of returning to the
ol law.” sald Representative C.,"W. Not-
tingham, decidedly. “I think the Phelps
Inw sghould be repealed.”

B8andergon Reed was not wlilling to
discuss the question for publication, but
at the Inst session he vigorously opposed
the passage-of the Phelpa act and It Is
reasonable to suppose that he. will ad-
yocaje s repesl and a return to the old
system.

John Gl Undecided.

old Jaw," sald John Gl

memhers of tite delegation,

bava made a study of the tax

neers omp!mod 1
survey for the portage road.

the legislature should conslder them.

law are both likely to come up for con-
sideration. The road law 18 excallent
in many respects, but I understand that
It I8 indefinite and- Incomplete In some
points, and should be amended.”
W. W. Banks differs from somwy of his
colleagues in his view of the tax law.
“I am inclined to favor the change in
the time of paying taxes provided for
by the Phelps law,” he sald this morn-
ing. "It does not make any great dif-
ference (to the taxpayers of this county
and It would be very much easier for
the people of Eastern Oregon to pay In
the fall. That is the season of the
year when they recelve thelr money. The
fact that it would be necessary, under
the Phelpa law, to pay two years' taxes
next year, does not seam to me to be
a very serious matter. I have no doubt
there will be other legislation at the
special sessfon besides the amendment
of the tax law. The mession will prob-
ably last the full 10 days.”

Senator Holman said that he had not
yet declded what course to pursue con-
cerning the tax law.

“I ghall be guided by the wishes of
the taxpayers,” he sald. *I intepnd to
acquaint myself as far as possible with
their views, and I shall act aocords
ingly.”

Favors

“T am not prepgred to discuss the ac-
tion - that . should teken wupon the
Phelps law,” rald Benator Franklin P.
Mays, “but there s another mct passad
by the Iast legisinture which, in my
opinion, should be changed. Prior to
the last sesslon the personal property of
every householder, to theamount of $300,
was exempt from taxation, but the leg-
}ﬁhlure repealed this provision, I am

favor of the exemption and think it
should be re-enacted. Many poor pople
have nothing but thelr household effects
4 and these should be exempted from tax-
ation. No doubt If a speclal session s
called many bills will be Introduced, but
in my opinion only wurgent nuttera
should be taken up'

Special Elections, Too.

Under the law it Is tne duty of the
governor to call speclal etections to il
vacancies. In- the legislature, before it
is convenad. The weats occupled at the

e — e —— e

system of paying taxes in the -spring

(Continued on Page Three)

MORE ORDERS OF
THE -LAND OFFICE

Washington Bureau of The Journal,
Washington, D. €., Nov. 2.—The land of-
fice at Spokéne was-Instructed By tele-
graph today to withdraw from all forms
of entry excepting the -homestead 12
townships In ranges 31 and 32, These
lands being Intended for use-in construc-
tion of the Blg Bend Irrigation proect.
Similar instructions ‘were telegraphed
the lafid office at Waterville concarning
four townships in ran and 30,

In an informal intervieW today, Sena-
tor Mitchell says he.is stoutly od
to the proposed program of eliminating
river and harbor Iagmmo; h:t the com-
ing session pf congress. | ‘COMMEerce
of the coun he says warrants many | gress

Many undertakings

el cqrried © 1hnw-ﬂm='

at Portland

measures In which the coast states are
concerned:

to Introduce a bill asking cong

give us an appropriation for that expo-

sition.

gently as I know how,

yet declded upon the amount to
asked.”

the far West are not taking m
terest In the postal in
Iﬂmull’ ‘be is convinced that

m ln
thorough investiga

mh

In eommeinoutlun of the
Lewis and Clark expedition."
The senator continued, in speaking of

\

“Vory early In the seasion I propose
to

I mhall press the bill as yr-
We have ):.t

Senator Mitchell says the mc

ACTION

HE DEPOSED THE
KING OF BROOKLYN

T3 bellan there s quite a general
septiment In favor of a return to the
“But T am
unable {0 express myself decldedly as
to the ‘courss to be pursued until I have
had opportunity to investigate the wsub-
Jeob further and to confer with the other
Those who
laws

“:':P she engl-
ks the prillminary
DifMeul-
ties have arisen which may make -the
construction of the road Inadvisable, and

The road law and the corporation tax

‘been fully determimed.

PATRICK

New York, Nov.

to support the city ticket,

committee,

2.—~0n the éve of election affalrs over in Brookiyn show
that Hugh MeLaughlin, who for nearly half a century, has been the undis-
puted leader of the Democrati¢ party of Kings county, has surely basn deposed
and Patridk McCarren |s now 4n command. Mr.
and bellayed he conld carry his wish.! Today It is
clear that the venerable leader Is out of power. )
taken of MeCarren while he was telephonig to s member of the campalgn

McCARREN

MeLaughlin would not agree
The above photograph was

OREGON
COAL TESI

This State By the
0. R &N

Saturday Night to Determine the
Quality of Coal Mined
Near Heppner.

The first Oregon coal ever tested on
the O. R. & N. Co.'s lines was the prod-
uet of the Heppner mines, burned In en-
gine No. 156 Bunday morning, hauling
an extra freight trainh from Albina to
Tha Dalles, The test was made to as-
certain its steaming powers and was
suocessful acoording to the Indlcations
from an untechnical point of view. Ths
engine pulled 65 cars, all being empty
excepting five. The tonnage was 100
tons, approximately, and the coal con-
sumed was §-12 tons, the usual quantity
for that run. The actual running time
WAS as usual

Some difMiculty was experlenced with

Draughtsman Rose, Conduotor Weiden,
Brakemen Monn and Wade composed
the train crew that made the test,
which was wlinessed by President Geo.
Conser and Supt. W, Bertram Hancock
of the Heppner coal company,
The trip began at 2 o'clock Bunday
morning and ended at 11 a m., after
some delay In awaltiftg for passing of
regular traine and to clean the grates
at Bonneville,

Owuns Much Ooal Land.
The Heppner Rallroad and Coal com-
pany bullds Its hopes on the outcome of
the test. The company owns 4,200 acres
acres of coal lands 21 miles from Hepp-
nor up Willow creek. On this land two

LAND LAWS ARE
IN A BAD STATE

Commissioner Richards

Files His First Annual

Report and Points Out 2 Remedy For the
Existing Evils.

Washington, D. C., Nov.'2.—In his
first annual report, given to the public
yeaterday, Land Commissioner W. A.
Richards presents the following views
concerning foreat reserve problems,
which brings new light on the stubborn
subject:

“The work of forest reserve exten-
slop has been pushed forward as rapld-
ly as pogsible during the past year,”
says he. "It has, however, been greatly
retarded by a lack of authentle Informa-
tion regarding many of the regions un-
der consideration, which has prevented
recommendations being made, as yet, In
MANY CASES.

“It is undoubtedly a matter of first
importance that the reseves thus far es-
tablished should be supplemented by
such additional ones as are needed 1o
form comprehensive series, such as will
insure full protection to the water and
timber supplies of both the Roaky

mountains and Pacific const regions. An)

yvet nelther the two great ranges of thess
regions has a sufficient chain of reserves
protecting its entire length., nor has the
matter of reserving as many sources of
water supply a8 may be needed in con-
nection with the- lrrigation movement

Lose No Time.
“While Impressed with the urgency of
losing no Turther time In protecting all
nesded watersheds and other important
areas, I deem It of equal Importance that
no hasty or jil-advised action should bes
taken in connection with a measure of
public policy that.involves withholding
extenslve areas from settlement., The
forest reserve system s stmply one .of

the features of our general land policy, |

and requires to be sdministered as to be
mads to serve. the main purpose and in-
tent of that policy. the settlement of the
country of -home buliding. Since all
inconslderate withholdings of Jands from
settlement and entry (s subversive of
that policy, I am of the op that
any sdministration of the forest reserve
system that results in unnecessarily
withholding areas from settlement should
be  avoided. " Only such areas &= are
Mllﬁy required to preserve a supply
. for presant and future needs

the general area available for wsettle-
ment. Acting upon this pripeiple, I have
proceeded Blowly ‘in the matter of ree-
ommending the setting apart of new for-
est reservea. Careful expert examina-
tions are deemed essential in considering
all cases. A general scheme of reserves
has been mapped out, and thorough fledd
examinations will be made before final
action is taken in any case.

“In the meantime, the precaution Is
taken of securing the lands from specu-
Intive appropriation by temporarily
withdrawing them from settlement and
disposal of all kinds."

To do away with the lieu land evil
Commlissfoner Richards recommends the
further amendment of the law of June
4. 1887, to provide that only nem-tim-

"of timber so

bered land may be taken in lieu of land
within a forest reserve.

Porest Reserve Fires. >
Commissioner Richards highly com-
mends the work of forest rangers in
suppresssing forest fires throughout the
West. The effectiveness of the present
fire proteotion system s shown by the
constantly - decrensing number of fires
In reserves. Whereas In 1901, 1,333 fires
were discovered, In 1802, there were
1,088, and In 1963 only 697, while the
area In reserves, and for which fire re-
ports were made, was materially iIns
creased each year. The excessive fires
reported last yvear were in the Cascade
reserve, Oregon, Ralnler reserve, Wash-
ipgton and the ' Teton and Medicipe
Bow reserves, Wyoming, where loéation,
weather and wind conditions made it
practically impossible to control the
flames, once they got under way..
¥ree Use of Timber,

There is a growing demand for the
free use of forest reserve timber for
domestic purposes, and in the develop-
ment of mines -within the forest re-
serves, but as vet the aggregate amount

used I8 comparatively
small. Commissioner Richards, in hl.l
report endaavors to correct an Impres-
sion (hat obiaing to somé- considerable
extent among residents o' avd*near for-

use of {1 to' supply - fuel or other
nesds Incl to conducting businese

'est reserves, that theéy could have free| ™

seams have been demonstrated carrying
it s estimated not less than 60,000,000
tons of lignite coal. Tne company also
owns §00 acres of yellow fir timber lands
At the mines on which and the contigu-
ous timber lands is 480,000,000 feet of
lumber.

The company is trying to float §1,000,-
000 five per cent 30-yéar gold guaranteed
bonds.

More than 25600 feet of tunnels and
gungways have been driven and the
sinking is for a depth of 618 and 613 feet
respectively in two shafts. Tunnel No.
8 Is In 538 feet, tunnel No. 4 Is Iin 732
feet, No. 6 is In 260 feet and No, 9 (s in
176 feet. They show respectively six
feet two Inches, seven feet six inches,
seven feet six Inches and eight feet six
inches. The veins extend unbroken for
five miles on the company's property.
Operation and Markets.

be mined for §1.26 a ton.
The Port of Portland now works un-
der a handicap of $2 or mote a ton over
thé price pald by Puget sound ships in
loading their bunkers for ocean trips.
The Oregon Rallroad & Navigation com-
pany I8 anxlous to’ get a good steam
con]l and gave Instructlons that the test
be thorough In every respect.
On the surface the test appeared suc-
ecessful,

MONTANA MAY HAVE
AN EXTRA SESSION

Feople: Are Clamoring for s Falr Trial
Bill asfd the Governor Is COom-
pidering Matter-—15,000 Men
Want Work.

(Journal Special Bervice.)
Helena, Nov. 1.—Gov. Toole i& being
fairly engulfed with petitlons from
labor organizations and individuals to
call an extra session of the legislature
for the purpose of passing a fair trial
bill which will permit hearing the vari-
ous cases pending between Helnze and
the Amalgamated Copper company and
by others than the present judge of
Bllver Bow county. The Amalgamated
company anpounces today that in casge
such a bill is passed it will resume
operations and thus give employment
to 15,000 men, - The governor s still
considering the matter, but will give no
indication as Lo whaj his deeision will

be. L

EIGET-HOUE LAW NOT GOOD.
(Journal Special Service.)

First Trial of Coal Dug in

APPARENTLY A SUCCESS

Special Run to The Dalles Madc

POINTED

Committee.

“LOOKS BAD” HE

men He' Holds $1,047 f
the Statue Fund.

Head Camp, Paecifie Juri
Woodmen of the Worla.
Partland, Or., Nov. 2.—To th

of The Journal:
turers In Baturday's Journal.

the general commliitee as to

QUERIES

C. V. Cooper Interrogates
the Oregon Monument

“Public Money Spent Behind Closed
Doors”---As Banker of the Wood-

Referring to the state-
ment made by the monument manufae-

to the arguments of the chalrman
why

NERE LUCK
SAVES lT

East Side Escapes Great
Loss From Fire-
Light Wind

SAYS

Councilman Sharkey Heads Volnnteer
Fire Brigade--Telegraph -Com-
panies Bothered By Fallen
Wires.

or

sdletion, The piver front along the east bank
of the Willametts was agin threatensd
e Editor | by fire last night when the plant of the

Btandard Box company, between Wanh-
Ington and Alder streets, together witly
the adjoining docks, many thousand fest
of lumber and several adjoining bulld-
ings, were totally consumed by the

in reply
of
the

REVISION |

“%

NEED OF A FIRE BOAT

-

clogging of grates beyond Bonneville,
becauss of dirt that was mixed with the

The engineers estimate the coal can|general committee In refusing to allow

contract for the Oregon volunteer monu-
ment was privately let o outelde par-
tiex, I desire to say that ths Woodmen
of the World were the first to agitata
the question of & monument to our sol
dier dead and took actlve steps to raise
$1,000 as thelr contribution for a fund
for that purpose. [ have in my pospes-
sion, a8 chairman of the Woodmen fin-
ante committee, the sum of §1,047. EH

coal. This tmblc declare the owners | which was contrllmud by ocamps fining of the flames,
. n the | Woodmen wu’md Had the . fire  occurrad- Alirss  Hours -
vd Deen with | Women of Tfrom the re- | Inter, when a rather stiff breese blew
tier maghinery. sult' of ¢ntertalnments, etc, up, It is likely that the river fromt for
Engineer Donean, Fireman Smith, The proceedings of the genernl com- | many blocks would have Dbeen swept

mittes seem to me to have been lield
behind closed doors. They had In charge
& public trust, a public proposition to
which the publie contributeg, or, In other
words, an Oregon monument to Oregon
soldlers to be bullt by Oregon money.
The oaxcuse that Vermont granite was
desirable or necessary and that the con-
tract was let to an outside party for
both the bronze statue and the granite
base for a much greater sum than the
same oould Be furnished by our local
deajere seems to me to need some bet-
ter explanation than that rurniuhrd by
the chalrman of the general committee,

Why No Oall for Public Bids?

Why were bids not publicly adver-
tised for? Why were our local manu-
facturers not allowed to hid? They
clalm they went several tifnes for that
purpose lo the eommittee’'s headquarters,
but were turned down Why did the
committee pay §6.000 for the bronze
statue when our local firms clalm they
ean furnish identically the same statue
(from plans adopted by the commiltes)
for $2,0007 Why pay the sum of $15,000
for n monument that can be hullt from
Oregon granite for from $8,000 to $9,000,
or from Vermont granite for from $10,-
000 to $11,0007 Why Is not Oregon gran-
| ite good enough, and if so, could not
the committee have executed a much
more elaborate monument for the same
money ?

We would llke to knosw the reasons
why, In good, plain American, so we
| can all understand it
The apparent: arbitrary action of the

our own people to bid on the work looks
bad: We don’t like it, and the least the
commitfee can do Is to publish a plain
statement of facts showing up thelr
work in detall, as in our judgment they

are bound to do as the custodlans and
spenders of public funds. Yours respect-
fully, C, V. COOPER,

Chairman Finance Committee,

CASHIER HELD UP
BY MASKED ROBBERS

(Journal S8pecial Service.)

Nashville, Tenn, Nov. 2 —Cadhler
Wheeler of the Cumberland Tolegraph
company. while working on his payroll
at § o'clock this morning. was held up
and compelled to open the vault by twe
masked men who secured $8,000 and
then escaped.

The office Is in the heart of the eity
and brilliantly lighted. Many persens
were in the buflding at the time. The
robbers’ task was made easlér. by n
heavy rain which kept many early pe-

flamen, -

Not In wany months has there been
Auch a spectucular blage in Portland. As
soon as the alarm was rong in, at §:47
o'clock, the sky became illuminated and
for three hours the reflection of the
flames wus vividly portrayed In ‘the
black clouds overhead. To the fact that
the fremen worked like Trojans and
that there was no wind, Is due the con-

clean. One of the lessons taught by
the blase Is the value a fire boat would
have been. Had this been In service It
Is likely that by prompt work the large
streams from the turret noszles would
have extingulshed the fire befors the
other apparatus could have got their
hoss lald. The consensus of
afmong fivemen and |nsurance men 8
that the fireboat would have been of -
mora service than the entire depart- g
ment at a conflagration itke that of last
night.

The origin of the fire is unknown.
A. H. 8mith, the night watchman, was
startled by a sudden blaze near the
bollers. Before an a&larm could be
turned In and the apparatus reach the
plant the factory was enveloped in
flames. The dry kiln and warehouses
were filled with stock and rofuse, dry
lumber and oll soaked woodwork about
the machinery proved splerdid fuel. The |
double-deck docks surrounding the mill :
were stacked high with lumber, so piled
that the flames soon spread throughout.

When the department grrived the sit-
uation indeed Jlooked hopeless. Théa
Standard mill was a mass of flamea
with the C. R. Davis woodyard and
docks to the south and those of the
White company on  the north.. Then
there were many frame siructures
neross East Water street and it was
seen that only Herculean efforts would
prevent the sprend of the biase. Chiefs
Campbell and Holden at once sent In
culls for many other pleces of appar-
atus and In a short time every avallable
man was at work. .

The greatest efforis were mado 10 pre-
vent the flames crossing Washington
and Water streets for near-by were the |
Vireside Wood company's docks, the |
Hammond Packing company’'s bullding,
Spicer's feed mill, the Central hotel and
othér structures. In spite of their efforts
the department was unable to keep the
fire from the Knott rooming house on tha
corner of East Washington and Water
sireets, The flames gutted this bullding
and now only the bare walls are stand- = &
Ing. However, the occupatts had plenty
of time to escape. This hotel was & two-
story frame structure owned by Miss
Carrie Elwert and leased by & man
named Ellott. It was & landmark, hav-
ing been bulit by Levi Knott 31 years Rgo.
North of the Knott house are many
frame shaoks resting on besides
scowhouses beached on ths bank. The
fiames whirled and leaped many feat lnto
the air and burning embeérs were carried
long distances, The firemen directed =
much of thelr eort to preventing the '-r—
fire lgniting these frame bulldings and
also moving from the docks to the ncrth
All these structures wers kept well wet
down and as a result they were uvcd
afd the flames were confined to the
Htandard plant and the Knott bullding.

3
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destrians off the street. The cashier
took two shots at the fleeing robbers,
but they were ineffective., Every ave-|
nue from the city is guarded.

Soon after the fire started the heavily
ioaded docks about the box factery feil

B (Continued on Pm Two.)
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