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exact good falth, reality, and a purposs,
honor every truth by use.—Representative

And what Is originality? It Is being,
what we see and are. Genlus Is, In the

world Is an proud place, peopled with men
gods Illlndln..’ around us, who will not let
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Ralph Waldo Emerson, the philosopher nnd poet, produced much that was good
for mental food, but nothing better than the following epigrams from his works:

The secret of genlux s to suffer no fle
in the high reflnement of modern life, In arts,

tion to exlst for us; to realize all that we
In sclences, In books, In men, to

and first, last, midst, and withoul end, to l
|

Men,
belng one's self, and reporting accurately

first the capacity of

Instance, sensibility,

recelving just impressjons from the external world, and the power of co-ordinating
these after the laws of thought.—Quotation and Originality. ‘
Go with meun people, and you thipk life |s mean.

Then read Plutarch, and the |
of positive quality, with heroes and demi-
us sleep.—Books,

BRISTOW FOR VICE-
PRESIDENT.

It {8 rather an adrolt suggestion thut
General Bristow, who I8 conducting the
postoffice investigation, should be made
Roosevelt's running mate in 1904, Such a

nominee for Vice-Presldent would be In the
nature of & guarantee to the country that
Roosevelt's second term, in case of hisre-elec-
tion, would be free from the scandals which
have been s0 serious a blot upon his first
term. In the eyes of the general public
Bristow ls the exponent of unrelenting pur-
suit and exposure of official wrongdoers, and
his nomination, if he should be placed on the
ticket, would be made with the view of re-
moving the unpleasant impressions which
bave resulted from recent disclosures of cor-
ruption, and for the purpose of catching the
votes of the reform element.

But even the suggestion thut Bristow may
be placed on the Republican ticket with
Roosévelt s an admission of the straite to
which the latter has- been reduced by the
amazing revelntions of tHe postal Investiga-
tlon. There can be no question that the
President’s prospects of another term have
been seriously jeopardiged, and though he Is
still without a competitor for'ithe nomina-
tion, his friends and supporters are waiting
with lll-concenled anxiety for further de-
velopments In the postal scandal. They
realize that If the Investigation iz pressed to
the uttermost, prominent Republicans will
fnevitably become Involved with Lhe al-
most certain result that they will In revenge
inaugurate a strong movement hoetile to the
President’'s candldacy. On the other hand
it will be suicidal for President Roosevelt to
stifle or curtall the investigailon, for public
Interest I8 mso strongly aroused that’ such a
course would at once arouse distrust and
disapproval.

When the postoffice scandal began to de-
velop, Postmaster-General Payne adopted
the polley of belittling and ridiculing  It.
That policy brought “humillation and em-
barrassment” upon the administration, to
quote the words of Secretary of Stute Hay,
The President and his adviscrs are now
keenly allive to Pavne's blunder, and Lhe in-
spired suggestlon of Bristow a8 the \Vie-

Presidentinl nomines i+ Indicative of the
latest attitude of the administration In this
mattar, While prohably only a "fesler” to
gauge the public pulse. it scems 1o fore-

shudow a resolve on the part of the lirea-
ident 10 make his campaldgn as a rofornier,
and to appeal to the people as the champion

of civil service prinviples in the government

service,

Just w0 long, however, as the President re-
tains Mr. Payee as the head of the Post-
office Depanrtment, the public will look with

doubt and suEpiclon upen the investigation
which {8 in progress. \When Payrne has been
forced to resign, some measure of public
confidence mny he restored. In the mean-
time, the judgment of the people will e

suspended.

MAKE THE RULE
GENERAL.

pursue the
is one of

United BStutes Marshal should
same course. “Juck"” Matthews
the most notorlours machine politicians that
has ever cursed the gtate. His time 18
chiefly occupled in spolls-grabbing and in
crooked politics. Despite the boasted clvil
service principles which are supposed to
keep federal oMoes-holders out of politics, he
Is the chalrman of the Republican stute
central committee (his pretended resignation
being A mere sham) and he is the acknowl-
edged boss of the party In Multhnomah
County. He uttempte to dictute every ap-
pointment in the elty and county service and
has but just emerged froni an unsuccessful
| atruggle to galn control of the Port of 'Port-
land Commission. He controls the Repub-
llean County ComaMitee pnd I8 even now
fighting to retain his hold upon that body.
He has been the friend and abettor of the
boodlers who  have looted the taxpayers of
this county and he s now engaged In an
effort to debauch the fire and police depart-
ments of this city by making them mere
adjunrcts to hisg own marhine,

Jack Mgatthews |8 subsisting off the peo-
ple of Multnomah County, Q8 position uas
U'nited Btfites Marshal belng a mere slde |s-
gue, an Incidental source of Income without
involving hiny very serfous tax upon his time.

The rule announced by the Treasury De-
partment should be extended In [ts scope
sufficiently to reach the case of this petty
boss, whoee Incumbency of a federal office is
a disgrace to the ndministration,

SHAMROCK 111,

The performances of Shamrock Il since
her arrival on this gide of the Atlantle fully
confirms the bellef that she I8 the most for-
midable of aull the challengers that Sir
Thomas Lipton has sent over to lift the
cup. She Is a muarvel of speed and far su-
perior to the earller Shamrocks. Undoubt-
edly Bir Thomas hus brought over the very
best boat that KFife has  yet  produced.
Yachtsmen are looking forward to the cup
races with no small nnxiety, for despite the
| ac knowledged prowess of Reltance, it is rec-
ognlnd that the contest will probably be the
closest that has yet been seen since the
trophy was first brought to our shores, half
u century ago.

|

department of this city hus
been  subjected much  criticlsm  be-
caouse of the regent epidemic of highway
| robberies. If the department is Inefficlent it
[mmy be traced directly to the clreumstance
that it is being converted into a political ma-
(chine. Such a trunsformation is invaciably
Ldestructive to discipline and rulnous to the
| efficiency of the department. It was an-
‘nounced by the Chief of Police only a few
weelks ago that no man would be allowed to
cstay on the foree who had not “voted right.”
"which meant thut no pollceman not actively
Identifed with the Mitehell-Mutthews ina-
chine tould hope to hold his job. The Clvil
| Service Commission I8 nbtorlously the in-
jstrumvm of this muchine, and all its efforts
have been directed toward the consumma-
Ilitm of the polley announced by Chief Hunt,
S0 loug ss this state of affuire Is permitted
to continue, it is idle to expect good results
from the pollee department.

The

police
to

The United Stutes Treasury  Departiment
has unofficially futimated that in future em- |
ployes of the department will not be per- |

mitted to engare [o outside bughivas,
son given i8 thut sguch outside employment
muit of necessity  interfere  with  the ef-
ficlency of the ser jce rendered to the gov-
ernment, beside belng o frequent occasion
for scandal and ror malfensnnee
The rule ig a commendable ane,
it Is enforced In all depurtments of the gov-
rnment gervice, " It should not Lhe Hinlted to
he Treasury Department alone. The people
long hud an example in
United States Marshal W. . Matthews, of
the evil consequences of permitting a federal
officlal to devote o large part of hig time -to
business utterly unconnected with his office.
If it is proper that a treasury employe should
devote ull of his time to the duties of his
position, it s equally important that a

The rea-?

proyvided f

The luw reluting to  counly officers of
Multpomah County provides that the Sheriff
shull receive a malury of $4.500 In full com-
Cpensation for all his services. The present
incumbent is said to be making more than
double that amount out of his office. If the
grafting from which the county has suffered
in the past is to be terminated, the Sheriff's
iuffice Is a good fisld for investigation.

L

Evidently we shall have to forget all about
those wnamiable criticisms of our “eountry
which filled the German press a few months
I’azn. Kuiser Wilheim has sounded the lkey-
| note of warm friendship and all trace of hit-
term-u seems to have disappeared. The
welcome accorded to the American sallors at
| Klel could not have been more cordial
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GOSSIP ABOUT WOMEN

The Sultan has warned Mra. Christich, mother of Milan, son of the late King Milan
of Bervia, to guard her son carefully. Bhe Is advised to keep him in the house and not
allow him to appear on the streets, 1t {s presumed that this advice was given for
fear an attempt moy be made to murder young Milan, although it is not belleved there

will ever be any prospect of his succeeding to the throne of Bervin,
> - - - [ ] L

Mme, Loubet, wife of the French President, belleves In co-educatlon. Recently
at o soclety of Frencly mothers she brought down upon herself severe criticlsm by

advocating American methods in tralning girls.
. L] - - L] L

Having won the degree of master of arts at the New York Unlversity, after a
three years' courst of study, Mrs. Charles H. Truax. wife of Judge Truax, will begin

notive work in a phllanthrople society that will loak after poor inebrintes,
. - L L . .

Charles Dickens” advice to women: “Have a heart that never hardens, a lemper

that never tires, and a touch that never hurts.'
- L - L] L L

Laudy Glentworth, an Englishwoman who distinetly remembers seeing the guards
march off on thelr way (o Waterloo, celebrated her one hundredth birthday recently.
She has boirne her present title for 68 years,

VICTORIA CROSS.

January 20 |e the anniversary of the Institutlon of the soldler's most preclous dec-
perhaps the most preclous decoration in the world—the Victoria cross, for it
the late Queen Victoria, on the 28th day of January,
While It llr{he most prized of all the decorations
orders an Englishman ean win, it & also the most @emoeratic decoration in the
world.  Although it Is the official badge of an actual personal courage and daring, It
has no concern with rank, long service or wounds, and It may be worn by one who
has been only a few months, or even weeks, In the army, while others who have spent
their lives In the service and gained rank and other decorations may not possess It.

It may be worn by a private soldier or a fleld marshal, and on the roll of the heroas’
names are to he found almost every rank In both the services, for the winning of
the cross i= possible to any one, as it was granted “as a reward for consplcuous bravery
or devotion to the country In the presence of the enemy,” or, as the inscription upon It
records, “For Valor"

The Victoria cross had Its birth during the Crimean war, when Queen Vietorla felt
that some recogniticn of the personal daring and herolsm of her soldiers In that terrible
struggle wae needed. The royal warrant clearly lay down the conditions under which the
cross may be won, but the whole of them may be summarized In the one sentence,
“For consplcuous bravery or devotion to the country In the presence of the enemy.”

There are pot many who are unfumiMar with the appearance of the cross, but for
the benefit of those who have only seen it In photographs or pictures, it may be said
that it Is ahout ‘an Inch and a half wide and has In the obverse center a crowned lion,
underneath which is an escroll bearing the words, “For Valor” It {8 attached to a
bar on which Is a spray of laurel leaves and Is suspended by a broad ribbon, which
{8 blue for the naval service and dark red for the military. Hoth the cross and the bar
are mude from bronze which formerly formed part of some of the Russian guns cap-
tured dufing the Crimean war and complete with the ribbon and pin welghs just
under an ounce, or 432 grains, to be exact. It Is engraved with the name and regiment
of the reciplent, as well as the date on which he won It, and as soon as this {8 done
it Is dispatched from the makers to the sovereign to bestow upon the hero.—St. James

oration
was Instituted by her majesty,
1866, and so I8 not qulte 50 years old.
and

Gazette,

THE LONGEST WAY AROUND.

The starms in May In the West did great injury to the telegraph wires, but the
dally papers came out each morning with the news of the world, and few peaple outside
of the telegruph and newspaper offices knew how it was done or appreciated the
expedienta devised to get the messages through.

One night the wires were down between (OOmaha and Councll Bluffs, just across the
river. An electrlc light tower had bheen blown down upon them. All telegraphic
communleation with Omaha was cut off, but the messages came as usual and almost

as quickly,
- - - - - L

But they did a lot of traveling to get across the river. First they were telographed
from Chicago to St. Louls, then 1o Kansas City, from Kansas City to Denver, and from
Denver back to Omaha, making a distance of 2,000 miles to get across the Hlunurl Rlver.
Thix might have been shortened If the wires between Omaha and Kansas ity had not
been down also,

Recently the connectlon between Depverp
patches were sent out from Chicago as usual,
There could be no question of their lying over a day or two.

wns broken. Dis-
than Denver,
had to

and 8Ban  Franclsco
but could get no farther
They simply

go through. And they went, but by a roundabout way.
- - L - L -
Firsl they were sent back East, via Kansas City to 8St. Louis. and from there

telegraphed down to Bl Puso, where they got on the Southern Pacific system and
reached SBan Francisco by the way of Los Angeles. They traveled 2,000 miles out of
the way to get there, but the morning papers had all the news the next morning.

The operators at Sioux ('Ity got a wire to 8t. Paul, Minn., nnd from there the
dispatches ran down to Chlcago and thence back to Omaha. In this case it certainly
was an illustration of the proverb, “The longest way round is the ghortest way home.”

RAT S8TORY FROM MANILA,
When the U'nited Staten niflitary transport Sherman arrived at Manila recently
she was, s I8 the case with most other ships that arrlve from or touch at Hong Kong

on the way to Manlla, detalned for mmspection to see |f she had any rats on hoard.
When the big transport dronped anchor in Manlla Bay, therefore, the official rat
ingpector went on board to s« what was doing in the way of rodents. In less than
15 minutes he hurriedly left the =nip, and, going ashore, reported that there was on
hoard the Sherman, according (o the patent rat enumerator in use at Manila, no
fewer than 550,000 rats.

The 8herman was Immedlately erdered to the quarantine statlon at Marlveles,

as no ship on which (he discese-carrying rodents are found is allowed to dock at
Manfla until they are exterminateid. Accordingly the Bherman steamed back to Mariveles,
When she arrived there her hatcher had been opened up and enough sulphur carried
below to kill millions of rats. As soon as the anchor was dropped the sulphur fires
were started In the hold, and in o few minutes the work of the fumes became apparent.
Out of the hatches there poured such a stream of rats pus was never hefore seen In

the Orfent. First by the hundreds, and then by the thousands, they appeared at the
but the

hatcheg, and then leaped into ths water. BEvery one tried to swim ashore,
distance was far too greal for uny rat to ‘wlm. and soon the great black line of
Some of them reached a point about 300 yards off

paddling rodents hegan to thin out.
the ship, but none got any farther. After the fumes had been working for about an

hour the rvats stoppefl appearing. An Inspection of the ship was made and not a rat
discovered. Th2 Sherman then re-entered Manila and discharged her cargo.—Manila

Amercian,

THE BARTENDER GETTING EVEN.,

Since Lhe bar Is a necessury evil—to some folk—and i8 an institution of the state—
baing llcensed—reference 1o It nceasionally must be excused. There are some very clever
men behind the bar, and once In # while i gentleman. Tab i usually kept on him by the
metal cash register. He feels that he is watched at all hours by a maze of patented ma-~
chinery, If he steals a check of 15 cents he is caught, you may say. Not al all! The other
day in u rashionable yesort the proprietor, a big-bellled and pompous man, “called down"
one of his men before some customers, As to the question of right or wrong I say
nothing, Eut presently, when Signor Pomposity turned his back, the barman emptied
a full bottle of the finert whiskey into the washing trough under the bar. It was worth
at lenst §1.50. That was hls way of getting even. I am Informed that it is the usual

way of resenting an Insult from the proprietar. The mere stealing of 15 cents s u

skl matlter, when the barman is to be trusted with thousands of collars’ worth of

llquors., 1t a man Is not to be trusted with change, how s he to be trusted with
’ -~

lguors *—New York Press,

WILLING TO TAKE CHANCES.

Zangwill, the Jewish novelist, was (n early Iife extremely poer. It Is =ald of him
thit when he was a little fellow of not more than elght or nine years, he called on a
builder and usked for a place as driver of a horse and cart.

The builder Jooked down at him. “Why, laddie,” he sald,
horse and cart.”

“Why not sir™

“"Because you are so little,

*“Would he?" raid the bay.

“you couldn’t drive a

neked Zangwill.
The horse would_tread on you,"
“Well, he'd have to et In the cart first.”

THE PHEBIDENT’B LIMITATION&

Mr. Roosevelt delights the erowd that gathers around his car; he “says an undisputed
thing In such a solemn way,” and hig manner gives the Impression of a man who is
sturdlly fighting his way through great obstacles to a clearly defined and lofty goal.
But sound Jjudgnrent and clear thinking and comprehension of public questions are
not conspicuous elements of his personality.—Philadelphia Record.

In hie recent brochure on Zola, M. Fague of the Academie Francaise, says: “Zola
began to write too soon. Every man who writes before be is 30 and who does not

devote the golden age of his life—from the twentieth year to the thirtteth—to reading,
observing and thinking, without writing a line, rung the risk of having no brain and of
J being but a journeyman author.

There are some exceptions, but they are rare.”

MYSTERY IN

-

WOMAN'S AGE

» 4
Is it necessary .for a woman to tell her
age? A varlety of opinions exist regarding

this dellente subject.

“I don't think there Is a particle of neces-
gity for a woman's telling her age,"” gpays one
woman, adding, “but It is equally useless
for her not to tell it. There Is Rlways some
one who knows It; and, therefore, If you at-
tempt to prevaricate you are certain to be

found out,”
L] » L] L]

There s no reason, however, why a woman
should go on the housetop and proclaim to
the world that she |s 50 and glad of it. Don't
do It, and don't think you are old. No one
nowadays is old., It is unfashionable.

The favorite sticking age for woman ls 26
This Is proved by the fact that the number
of women returning themselves as batween
20 nund 26 /s far larger than the number of
girls returned 10 years before as between
10 and 16. The former must naturally be
the survivors of the latter. Here Is a ]ittle
mystery of which the solution must be found
in the Intricate mass of a woman's vanity.

- L ] L ] [ ] »

The present King of England. when Prince
of Wales, once asked a pretty woman her
age. She replied:

“Just 20,

Flve yenrs Iater he mot her again and
asked the same question.

“Just 26" she agaln replied.

The Prince smiled and sald:

“Five years ago you made the same an-
swer."”

“Ah, your highnesa’' was the rejoinder,
“surely yvou don't think I am a woman who
says one thing today and another thing to-
morrow!"

She was quite right. Twenty-five Is a
very proper age at which to remain.

[ ] . L ] -

There 18 no reason why a woman should
be obligcd to tell her age In court. If she Is
wise, she will not.

- Y

“And what 1a your age, madam?’ was the
attorney's question.

“My own," she answered pmupt!v

“I understand thut, modnm; [ mean Low
old are you? -

“I am not old, air,'

ith Indignation.
ndam, I meant how
many years have you pas

“None; the years have passvd me."

“How many of them have passed you

"All; I have never heard - thelr stup-
ping."

“Madam, you must answer my question;
I want to know your nge."

“I don't know that the acquaintance Is
desired by the other side.” ~

“T don't see why you insiat upon refusing
to answer my question” sald the attoiney,
coaxingly. “I am sure I would tell you how
old T was if 1 were asked.”

"But nobody would ask you, for evaeryve
body knows you are old enough to h:{nw
better than to be asking n woman her age.”

And the attorney passed on 1o the noxt
question. .

L] - L] L

The objection made by womeén to letting
their nge be known s not approved by (he
ladies of Japan, who actually diplay thmy
cycle of years by the way in which they
arrange their halr.

Girls from 9 to 15 wear thelr halr Inter-
laced with red crepe in a semi-cirels i round
the head, the forehead being left free, with
a curl at each side. From the ages of 13
to 30 the hair Is dressed very high on the
forehead and gathered up al the back In the
shape of a butterfly or tan, with twistings of
silver cord, and perhaps « decoration o
colored balls. !

Beyond thesmilestone af 30, a woman twists
Loer halr around a shell pin. placed hopts
sontally st the back of the head. Quite (if-
fereéntly, again, a widow arrpnges her colf-
fure, and the initlated are uble to tell at a
glance whether or not she dogires to marry

again.--Chicago Inter-Ocean.

EVIDENCE AT LAST
Itishop Cheshire of North Carslina wan
recently amusing n group of his New York
friends with storles about the late Senator
Vance of the Hishop's state. The Senator

was famous for turning a joke on his op- |

ponent when he practiced as a lawyer, but
there was one thne, sayg the Bishop, when
the tables were the other way.

The Senator was defending a man wha had
heen arrested for biting another fellow's ear
during a fight. After the trial had pro-
gressed all day, Mr, Vance had been unable
to put on the atand a single witneas who
actually saw the fght, but finally he se-
cured a man who declared he hud been there
from start to finiah.

“And you did not see this defendant bite
off the plaintiff's ear, did you?" asked Mr.
Vance,

The Senator turned triumphantly to
Jury and the judge.

“You see, gentlemen,” he cried,
witness who saw the whole fight,
ear had been bitten off, surely
have seen |t.”

The witness leaned forward in his chair,
unsolicited, ardd sald to Mr. Vance In na
hoarse whisper that could be heard through
the court room: '

“But, Senator, T seen him spit it out.”"—
New York Times,

the

“here s o
und If the
he would

ALL-ROUND CURES,

“"Twere n new QGovernor of Newfound-
land, and he were shocking careful of the
senlers’ health,” began the olid sealing cap-
tain, his deep-set eyss twinkling.

“The night afore the North Star left Sen
Johns for the lce he come ahoard U inquire
what for medicine chist we had.

“‘You ought to have a ship'=
aboard her with 200 men shipped,
'Who glves out the medieine?

doctor
says he,

*““The cook, o' course,' I answers, ‘Nut I'm
garten o' one thing, Governor,' I gaye, ‘there's
nothin' there that's pizen.'

“*‘How do you know? he asks, pretty

shurp.
frWell,” 1 answers, ‘e man comes runnin’

to the cook and he says, "My chum's slck,
and I want some medicina for he,” The
cook never asks no questions as to what's
allin.’ He grabs up the first bottle he glts
his 'and on and pours out gome In a cup., If
it don't do the man's chum no good he comes
back and the cook pours something out of
another bottle, and so on till he strikes
something thfit ‘elps him. That's why we
know there's nothin' pizen In that chist, or
the cook would ‘'ave killed ’arf of 'w'n 20
v'vages ago.'"—Lippincott's,

WU TALKS ON FOOT BINDING.

Minister Wuo recently ¢llended the meet-
ing of an associfation In Canton, compgsed
of Chinese and foreigners, called the Na
Feet Soclety. It was like this Irrepressible
humorist to begin his speech by solemnly as-
serverating that he had never allowed
any daughter of his to bind hér feet, admit-
ting, however, that he had no daughters, To
Le sure, his wife had small feet, but he con-
filed to his hearers that he deferred mar-
ringe three years, hoping for a wife of rult-
able rank with natural feet, bat when his
parents could find none he had to marry one
with bound feet or remaln single. His wife
now tininks as he does about the folly of an-
cient customs: “But it is very difficult to
unloosen the feet once.bound, though I can
tall you sub rosa my wife Ils trylng to un-
lovten her feet.  When she heard of this
meeting she urged me to come, and she has
authorized me to say ghe _will glve a sinall
contribution of $100 to the soclety.—New
York Tribune. S v

“I am a aelr-made marl. gald the proud

individual.

“Well, vou are all right except as to xour
head,” commented the other part of the con-
versation.

“How's that?'

“The part you tnlk with is out of propor-
tion to the part you think with."—8San Fran-
clsco ‘Wasp. -

‘| creasing interest as the

JUST FOR FUN.
“All the world’s u stage,” remarked the
man whe has the gquotation habit.
“Yes," answered Mr. Stormington Barnes,

“and the Standard Oll Company appears to
be running the box-office.”—Washington
Sfar.

Hoyter—Understand you had quite a’ suc-
cesaful concert at your house last night?

Buxton—Tolerable. Those wo knew the
words of the songs didn’t know the music.
and those who were rumlllur with the alra
were unacqualinted with the words; other-
wige the singing wasn't so bad.—Boston
Transcript.

“Hnve the Roxbury's a man cook "

“Well, what is Roxbury's rating ™

“Something over a milllon.”

“Then they have a chef.”—Chlicago News.

“Yes, whenever I inspect myself I feel
that I am much better looking than the aver-
age man. Do you call this concejt 7

“No. 1 call it distorted visfon."—Cleveland
Piain Dealer,

HER LAST BREATH,

I heard a story the other day which Ia
probably as old as the hills, though I never
had the luck to hear it before. It wus of a
somewhat lengthy rallway journey in very
warm weather. An elderly lady, seated In
one corner of the carrlage, was provided
with an Indla rubber cushion for her greater
comfort, but unfortunately, owing to the
heut and continued pressure, the cushlon
suddenly exploded. The old lady was In
despalr even to tears, over the misfortune
to the windbag, and agaln and agaln re-
verted to her misfortune, “Tuts, woman,
sald a commereclal traveler in another corner
of the carriage, “it's not worth making a
fuss about. You will get it repaired In town
for about 18 pence.” “It's no' that I'm vexed
aboot—it's no' the price. That's easy sorted.
But the last time that bag was blawn up it
was by Aunty Jean, almaist wi her very
last breath, an' that canna be mtm-ed"‘
Glasgow Evening Times.

POE AND THE MANAGER.

A well-known theatrical manager, who Ia
distinguished rather for his business ability
than for his knowledge of literature, was
visited not long ago by an aspiring play-
wright. He had with him, he explained to
the munager, the manuscript of a play based
on one of Edgar Allen Poe's stories. which
he was sure was destined to make a sensa-
tional hit on the stage. The manager con-
sented to hear the play, and listened with in-
playwright read
Jfrom his manuscript.

He was enthusiastic when the end was
reached.

“That's fine!” he exclalmed—"fine! Now
I'll tell you what I'll do; you and Mr. Poe
come In tomorrow and we'll talk this thin
over."-—Harper's Weekly.

PIANOS THE FLOOD RUINED.

A reporter at Topeka finds that 312 pihnos
were destroved in the North Topeka flood.
If these instruments had an average value
of §300, the total would amount to $88,600,
One thing s certain, not a single plano
which passed though the flood will ever be
used again. Planos are commonly regarded
as of strong and substantial constructlion.
To look at those which passed through the
Topeka flood one would conclude that they
were as fraglle ns a house of cards. "Thelr
woodwork Is swelled, bulged and split. Thelr
veneering has peeled off Jike paper from a
wet wall. Their intefnals are warped and
twisted out of all semblance to an arderly

machine. They have besan thrown out In the
streets, wﬁhout an exception, to be hauled
'awny with other rubbish.—Kansas City Jour-
nal. a4 -
There are at the présent “moment In
France 200,000 houses which have win-
dows, because—Iincredible as 1t may Weem-—

there is still & French window and door (ax.




