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A pgroup of us were sitting in one
of the lmwyers' offices In what 18 called
“Lawyers’ Row,'"” in Baker City reocently,
The subjeot under discussion was a trinl
for hom.llnc of a notorious stock
rugtler. “What will the jury do about it,
Uncle Dave?’ inquired one of the law-
yore. "W they bring In & verdict of
l‘llttt?. 4o you think?’

Unole Dave brought the front legs of

his chalr down on the floor, he had been |

l“:‘nlnl back aguinst the wall, gave the
r an emphatic mp with his cane and

“If H.was anybody else they would-
nl‘. conviet 7im on that evidence, but It
belnig him, T think the wverdict will be
gulity, Though the evidence Is nol con-
clisive I don't suppose anybody doubts
that he took the horse all right. He made
& ploked brand of It and changed the 1 C
tb H O by ploking out the hair to make
it look llké an old brand."”

While the rest of the group went over
the evidence and discussed the rellabllity
of the testimony I vainly groped in my
mind for the assoclation of that name
“Uncle Dave.”” Buddenly the whole thing
flaghed upon me. This keen-eyed, gray-
bearded, white-haired old man who an-
ewered to the name of Uncle Dave must
b¢ Uncle Dave Littlefeld, of whom 1 hud
read as Lthe ploneer of Baker County.

OLD UNCLE DAVE,

Taking the Arst opportunity I sald to

him: “Is your name David Littlefield?”

He turned his keen gray eyes on me in- T

guisitively and =ald: “*That's the name I
whas christened, but I've beon Uncle Dave
for a good many years past here In
Haker.” My evident Interesat In the early
history of the diseovery of gold was the
open sekame to the treasures of his varied
experiences. U'ncle Dave is as Interasting
& character as KEben Holden or David
Harum, and quite as originul and guaint
He deserves Lo be disrovered by some au-
thor who wields a pen capable of doing
hiin Justice, He

storehouse of ploneer anecdoie and remi-

niscence. He s witty, but his wit has a
kindly fluvor. He doex not scruple to tell
n good story merely becauss the joke is
o himselr,

We talked till the lengthened shadows

of the trees mdmonished us that supper
time had arrived. In the evening I found
my way to his home. He muve me
hearty welcome In which you felt there
wits no Insincerity. His white hair was
swept from a
him look like an patriarchal Huguenot,
When he had gotten his briarwood puff-
ing he wmald
HI8 INTERBATING STORY.

"Well, to start at the beglpning of the
story, 1 eame out to Callfornin In 1§50,
My father, who cume In 49, sent buck not

only good reports but a sack of dust and,

nuggets, so I went to Califétnia. Fifty-
eight found me in Fraser River and in
1861 my partner. Henry Griffin, apd my- |

salf. mtruck out for the Oro Fino diggings
in Washington Territory. We had gotten
as far as Pﬂl'll“.]ld when we ran Reross

two other ‘tarheads,” Willlar Stafford and

hin Is full of odd conceits |
ALY WATmaTen? Meiicies v Me s o perfess.

high forehead and made |

G. W. Bebiriver, They had just come from

thera,
till we could hear of some good camp.

“l was walking. down he main street
| one day when I saw a little group of men
| gathered aroind w fellow who stood on u
Hrygoods -box at *the .
{ walk. He weemed to be ahing or sell-
ing something, so 1 walked pver and joined
the crowd, 1 listened & few moments and
| he kept wpeakting of the Blue Bucket
mines.
He sald that the party of emigrants thut
| Bleve Meek—a brother of Joe Meek—had
 gulded Infe Oregen In 1845 had, while
looking for some lost catfls, picked up
some large n ts on one of the tributa-
ries of the Malhsur, He sald they claimed
they could bave filled thelr biue water
buckets fall df —the stuff if they had
known that it was'gola,

STORIES OF MINES.

“Well, I stood there Ugtening to his tallke
but not taking much stotk In it till he
sald he had been thare himself and he
could have made’a s(ak# i the Iudlans
had not ehassd him out, With that he
| pulled out*some¢ nuggetls apd began peass-
| ing them around for the growd to lnspect,

He said he had secured thg nuggetls there
and he wanted tov go baek with a party
| strong emough to keep the-Indians away.
The crowd@ was composed mostly of Web-
| farmers and they aid not belleve that
! whit he showad was goil, He asked If
| there was a miner in the crowd. 1 sald
J { was. He asked me to telt the crowd

whether Lhe nuggets were gold or not. I
llooked at them, hefted Lhem, and said,
| “They certainly are, and' a good quality
of gold at that'

CHANCE TO GET RICH

“The féllow's name was Adams, Gritffin
and 1 talked It over, We were golng to
g0 somewhere and we thought here was
u chunce of geting . Inte new and rich dig-
. gihgk T OdP TWh frichad. Who Tid " beeh

miners in Californin, Willlam S8tafford and
G. W. Hehriver, went in with us and with
about 40 or 50 Webfooters we started for
the Blue Bucket mine with Adame as
gulide We were well equipped to fght

Indlans and to mine, Xaoh of us had

one riding horse and two packhorses. We

took the Barlow wagon road acrose the
| Cuscade Mountains, crosalng the Des
| Chutes River whegre the Steve Meek party
rrossed It in 1846, We kapt up the east
slde of the Des Chutes and followed up
one of Its tributaries to lis headwaters
About this time a rumor spread through
the company that Adams had never been
to the Blue Bucket mines.. We were In

| dry and barren. country, many of the |
| farmers In our company had left their
:gr'uin standing, thinking that they could

afford tg _lét it go nnharyested if they

| could scoop up pockets fail of nuggets. We

questioned Adams closely. He malntained
luu he had beon thepe. . -

Ihmugh & young: fellow, named Bl

| Cranston,” who Adamé had claimed had

Ib-erm there with him when he had found

the nuggels, -we -gol-a -ooifenslon thit = Next

Oro Fino and told us there was nothing |
We decided to #tay In Fortland |

Adams had not been there.

He sald

Adams had gotten him to tell that stery

s0 they "could have

4 strong party with

| them to xo out and hunt for thé jdet dig-
| gings, % '

of the side- |

| traveli
1 had nevér heard of such a place, | T

] sel

ADAME UNDER FIRE.

"Well, we were all pretty mad at Adams’

deception, especially he farmers, who had
abandoned thelr erops Lo comé on such a
wlld-goose chuse, We gave him a week

to find the diggings.
through a rough

wern sl hunting

After 3 week's hard |
coufilry Wwe
Bome of the party

who were eooldr-hsaded, persusded them

to give him a dav's grace. He

‘ wanted to lynch Adams, but a few of us,

Epent 8

pretty strenuous day and thmt night we’

a watch on him as
escapes (he night before.

ne bhad irled to
We had besn

working toward the Malheur River ceun-,
try and weres now near the headwaters of

Burnt River. The night before,

when

Adams had tried to escape, most of the

party wanted to shoot him at once. We

discussed the question till the middle of

ths forenoon,
declded to try him for his life,

when we took a vote and
Grifin and

1 and Btafford and Schriver and some of

the otherg wanted him turned loose.
majority, however, wus for killing him,

A JURY BELECTED.’

The

"Wa selected a jJury, appointed one of
the purty to defend him and one to prose-

cute him, and then

mony. The
reputation any.
other two fellows from the valley fafled

began test!-
testimony didn't help” his
Young Cranston and the

to support any of his statements. On the

whole it looked pretty black for, him,
The trial lested all day and the jury de-
bated the verdict all night. Well,
| they brought in the strangest verdict
| aver heard of.
was guilty. His horse and all his equip-
ment,
from him. Without any food,
blankets, he was to be escorted out o

time,
party had leave to shoot him.
jeft we had him =lgn
wis 8 Har and had deceived us.

“Well,

slr,

1

The dreision was that he

including his gun, was to be taken |
firearms or

4

it Fe wes 10vbe alic el 1 waetes
to got away snd If, after the lapse of that
he was Iin mnge, any one of the
Before he
a paper saylng he

now that the Blue Bucket mines

ware pettled, most of the party wanted to
| lose no time getting back to the Willam-

ette Valley
them, U1 possible,

to tend their crops and save
We divided. One party

startesd direct for the valley and Lthe rest
of us struck out to find the old emigrant

road that we
east from where we were,
wWe separated
Adams.  Nary o gun to kill game

thought muast lie north and
The night after
1 couldn’ 'help thinking of
witl,

no chanee to defend himself from Indians

Not a bhite to eat
1 spoke to oue

or varmints
pect of getting anything.

No pros-

of our pagty that night and teld hln 1

wished could ecache some grub
Adams

to death
to the rest.

hunk and look for Adams.

“Ha %me grub with him and left,

we

for
1 hated to think of him starving

He told me not to mengjon It
but after dark he would go

whkee Uy and l‘olrfﬂl-him - r
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|
get to bedrock. He told me he thought It
wan a good prospect and sald he would
ke to stay If the rest of the party wors
not in such a hurry. Next morning Henry
and 1 got up at daylight and put that

camp. When he got a chance he told
me he had hunted nearly all night. He
hed finpily found Adams,, given him the
food and arranged (o leuve grub at every
camping piace  Adams would follow us

| up god get 1t We broached the subject hole down to bedrock, We pannsll the |
and found no one was very anxlous to kill | gravel om bedrock and got from 50 li»".'S
Adams. We =ciul oui. Jocated Adams and | lo a dollar a pan.  That setted 1. We
brought him into camp. We let him travel had struck as good as the Biue Bucket
with us diggings. We spent that day in measuring |

*“Our party wanted to travel slowly and ' off claims. We geve Griffin the discovery

progpect, but !t was past th> middle of ciuim and ohe more. The rest of us drew
October and the rest of the party was lots for the Other claims We gnve Adams
in & hurry to preas along. We did not one also. We sunk hales on our claims,

organized & mining . Alstrict and got plans
under way to divert the waters of Elk
Creek nto this gulch and named it Grif,
_fin's Ouich.  AH but Grifin. Btaffurd,
Schriver and myéslf struck out for the
valley to winter thers. We four declded
to stay by our claims and work them If
possible, We rode Lo Walla Walla, taking
our packhorses to get previsions for the

stop the pack train for dinner but alweys

went into camp at 4 o'clock to give the

animals & chance to grafe and rest
A COLOR OF GOLD.

"W: prospected and got mlnm on &
creek afterwards calied China Creek. We
crogped the divide mfter leaving Rurnt
River and dropped down into Fowder

River. The Hudsor Bay Company named
that river Powder River hecmuse one of winter, We tried to hire & mun there to
thelt truppers lost his powdar in  the come In with a few extra packhorses to

bring supplies, We couldn't get one for
love or money. They told us It wa: maod-
ness for us to go back. .

"We returned to Walla Walla after al
serles of advénlures and told our story
of the finding of the nuggets. Now, this |
is the history of the finding of sold ml

stream. We crossed Blue Canyon, went
over the ridge an@, after crossing Elk
Creek, went Into camp, We took Lurus

four In ohe mess. [ was on
duty that week while Qriffin, belng his off
week, put in his time  prospecting. He

| each territory.

MORE CADETS FOR ANNAPOLIS.

While Becretury Moody has not bLegun
the préparation of his annual report,
s determined

recommendations un n-

o be mude for

eraase.ly the. uwmbes,of commisalned | Uons. . e o
o Should Mr. Moody's recommendation B "
adopted the nnmt»«r of cadei=hips at the

line offlcers,

This t= regarded by Mr. Moody as the |
mest jmportast matter counfronting the
naval sdministration, and it will  be
treated ss such In the report. He be-
llevea that an immediate Increase in the
commissjonsd personnel !s necessary, but
Is not in favar of making appoltitments
to the lina from civil life The anly sale

policy, in his opinion. la to pursue the
glower, but more satisfactory, course of |
ﬁa\luk all Tine offlcers educated at the
Navil Academy. He will, therofore, red-

ommend that each Senator and Repre-
santative be given the nomination of two
mildshipmen, lnstead of one each, as at

present, and that the mominations shall
be mafde by each Senator and- by the
Representative of eveTy congressional disn-

In Congrésa from
three Yours.

Last year some measure of rellef In the
existing con<Htionz of a shortage of line

delrgnie
every

| triet and the

officors was afforded by Copgress by pro- |

viding that each Ssnutor should have ofa

nomination, the President ¢f the Unitd | l

he |
on the charaoter of the |

that

every

¥

the
ecach casa
BlX years
| tors had not- the

States should have 16 instead of 10, and
nominations should be made in
every four Years

Naval Acadrmy

1'nder the law passed at the

instend of
Up to that time Bana-
rl!gho Lo make nomimas

will be aimosdt doubled.
Inst semsion

of Congress, the pumbe-r of cadetships
war Increased to 495, distributed ever
ears. The new arrangemesnt cam-

tomplates 971 cadetships distributad over
years. These figures wpply 1o the

|
II four ¥
| three

incrensad representation of

1:: preaoniatives elected On IREL

It 8 believed

| cadots there wili be enough Hoe offcers
| to care for all the ships in commission
four vears from now, Including those Uy
der wn-fruvl!on.—-“'a'h!nginn Times,
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