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Clean.
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A SLANDERER EXPOSF.D.

Advcrt'.ccincnt.

Ed. Grant ipb.. News: Your
columns bcingu,pluce of justice
and defense, an I having one to

make, and being denyed the
privilege to malte it through tho
source I have been assailed, ask
you to please give place to the
following vindication of the char- -

actor and righliipf the It organi-
zed church of 0sus Christ of L.

J). ..Sy.irqm tUfttfyust Calumnies
that have been heaped upon it

by the Long Creek slanderer
called an editor.

Editor of the Long Creek Ea
gle: In. .your issue of Oct. 15),

you make a very unjust, false,

and slanderous attack on Ju?eph
Smith and the church of .Jeus
Christ. You object to his teach
ings because they do not endorse
polygamy. You say, '"Take
away polygamy from your Mor-

mon doctrine, and your concern
will be like an engine without
steam," or iu other words as I
heard a friend remark lately,
What's the benefit of being a

Mormon if they have abolished
polygamy?" For you and your
friends, there may not be much
you would desire outside of po-

lygamy, but for me and my peo

ple there is much a relish ior

that doctrine is largely owing tu

vour nature. You intimate our
lenying a belief in polygamy, is

through fear of the law; may I

not with equal propriety claim
that as your reasons for not ac
knowledging a belief in that doc-

trine, and for not still being wiih
that people, whom you seem so

familiar with; you admit you was

tmong them two years and may
have been many more for aught
;ve know, and know much more
of their "tesing houses," than
you have told your having no
use for a religion without polyga
my seems to indicate it. Of
course you will deny ever h iving
been connected with them, but
your denial conies too late; tlu
law makes people deny such, a

belief or makes it unpleasant for

them if they allirm a belief in it.
Your knowledge and familiarity
of their daring wavs ami mvsteri-ou- s

doings, seems to indie it a
closer association with them than
a mere observer, and the eager
ness with which you assail them
clearly shows a personal spite, be- -

.

cause of reed or supposed wrong

done you, or the disposition of a

vulture to feast off the filthy.
liotli are probably in your case.

. on record 0,,.
uoUu-- polygamy long before Uv

mat uiusl- -
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Smith found a stom- -

that a

and that bv milting it am j

n Mnnl-n- i 1

ruary

a make it

appear that not,
suppose a guardian
people, to them from

deceived, as you supposed;
but in what way could they be

injured believing a

man, even

any more behoving
or Tom Savers were

good men. ..You may say it is

his you guard
against, for they then
why attack they 'are

you. It necessary
back through the dim un-

certain about
them, it them you

it better

much more pro-

fession journalist strike
directly them',

a dead who
cannot return voiceless
dust speak defense?

You claim, I give
weight your statements
have lived where did, as

enemies, no
doubt time you away

your mother, went into
yard play,
diiL not lack ToF

tell the truth, but I would as
believe as

for opinion you know just
as much. ''He, (Smith) claims
to have first revela-

tion that issue
1S.'!2, claimed
sexual himself.
July 1S4IJ made known
revelation on Celestial marriage."
Where does claim this?
which writings is it found?
I pronounce this, above state-

ment, a malicious fasehood,
proofs, until

produce them must
relnain, as you are, a base slan-

derer. Produce a from any
writings, proof your

statement if you that then
or now, mo?t distant man-

ner, teaches or permits such,
church works that day

hands many outside
church, so if it is it

easy matter prove
or claimed have

such a revelation, it n'ust
shown it before

death, enemies saying
such, is no proof

say a "scare apostate women

spiritual wifes says he had.''
proof these statements

made after death in-

terested parties? a
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then

made it crime. While
your assertions would havebill before

but that cannot
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What

should die leavingMio will, and
supposed to have no heirs, and a

woman should present herself
claiming to bo his wife, ami re-

quest Ids property, of how nm-- h

weight would be bare testi-mon- y

? Then of how much are
the testimonies of these women

who has aposti.ed, as you say,
and were then in polygamy and
made this statement in their own

You falsely
him with authorizing that which
was conceived in tiie evil ni'itds
of and try to make him
responsible for acts done long af--

trr his death, bv those who had
from Jhc church) aml

were in direct violation of

bis teaching. If could be
,

ov,n Urn (he dee.ls of crime
in li'iv- -

church. The Desert News
Aug. 2, 1882, says, that "when
the mormons were driven out of
Missouri, nfarriago was

; not then a-- tenet of their creed."
Mr. to an Inter

was not therefore the practice of

nolviramv that caused them to

be driven from Illinois in the
most better season of
Mr. Q. Cannon says in a

sermon delivered Jan. 11, 1871:

uIt was not on account of our be-

lief in polygamy that we have
been hated. Joseph and Ilirum
Smith were slain in Carthage

jail, and hundreds of were

persecuted to death previous to

the church having any knowl-

edge of this doctrine." Mr. Can-

non is one of the best informed

men in that church, who says

that thev had no knowledge of

that doctrine during the Joseph

Smith life, but if this is not

11 1.--5 in u ............. ,

Ocean, reporter, as published in
find stolen property, which is

false. You cannot find an ac-- . the Salt Lake Daily Herald Feb-cou- nt

of such in any of his writ- - 1st, 1882, 'Tolygamy at

ings. You seem to take it upon that time was unknown among

because I said 1 believed those of the Mormon faith. It

good man,
acting I
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prevent be-
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if not.
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want
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print

her

defense? charge

others,

acting

it

ot

plural

Clawson said

the year."

George

people

vnnrself

.'iiough I will furnish more. If j

your statement is true, why did ;

John Taylor deny its existence
and practice in 1850? Why
did Messrs. John T. Caine, John j

W. Taylor, and Mr. Cannon, Jr., j

take to President Cleveland a !

protest adapted by a mass meet- -

ing of the people, in which pro
test the statement is made that
the public autorization of plural
marriage dates in 1852? Here
we have the testimony of the
leading men of that church, that
polygamy was no part of their
teaching until S years after Jo- -

soph Smith's death. I have now
shown fully from the most relia-

ble testimony that polygamy was
not his teachings. I will next
show what they were, which I

can prove was in print before Ids

death, and was the law of the
church then, and now. Sec. --12

4,7, Look if Covenants, "Thou
shalt love thy wife (observe sin-

gular number) with all thy
heart, and shall cleave unto her
and none else; and he that look-et- h

upon a woman to luat after
her, shall deny the faith, and
shall not have the spirit; and if
he repents not. he shall bo cast
out."

The above quotation is a law
given to the church by Smith.
The Lord again savs through Jo-

seph, Sec 15J P. C: "And
again I say unto you. that who-

soever forbiddflh to marry, is
not ordained of (!od, for marriage
is ordained of CJotl unto man;
wherefore it is lawful that he
phould have one wife, etc."

I will now give you the form
of the marriage covenant: "You
both mutually agree to be each
others companions, husband and
wife, observing the legal rights
belonging to this condition; that
is, keeping yourselves wholly for
each other, and from all others
during your lives."

The abovti is the only-marriag- e

law ever given to the Latter Day
Saint Church, and I challenge
vou to show anv other.-- In Book
of D. and C. ''4 Sec 112 (old edi-

tion) we read: "We believe that
religion is instituted of God, and
that men are amenable to him.
and to him only, for the exercise
of it, unless their religious opin-

ions prompt them to infringe on
the rights and libertt-- s of oth-

ers." Also cko, Sec. 58: "Let no
man break the laws of the land,
fur he that keepetit the laws of
(Jod hath no need to break the
laws of the land." In what
church creed, will you find better
laws than the above. You may
answer that they did not all keep
them; in that case who is to
blame, the law breaker or the
law maker?

Now Mr. Editor unless you
can show that the al ovc rule of
faith and practice was changed
or never given, you must stand
condemned as a vile euhninator,
as you have the reputation of
being. You say all Mormons
came from the same source
true, all protestantism came
from Catholicism: but can the
hitler be held responsible for the
burning of Servets, Latimer and
others? Surely not. Neither
can Joseph Smith be for the acts
of those who had apostatized
from his teachings, and been cut
oil from all church fellowship.

You say in speaking of the
Mountain Meadow Massacre, that
orders for that crime, "was issued
by ed Josejdiites,"
which is "perhaps the blackest
falsehood you have told since
you came to Long Creek. There
was no Jo?ephites'
church in existence it that time:
not until three years after. John
D. Lee does not say he received
his orders from them, which you
well knew when you panned that
falsehood. Shame on a man
that will dishonor the high and
responsible position of a journal-
ist, to vent his spite in such a
disgracing manner. You say go
with you to Arizona, to witness
I suppose some of your former
haunts. There is not a branch
of the church there;
vou must return alone to such
places of wickedness; no L. D. S.
will go with you. "The main
body," vou sav followed the
Twelve. If 10.UU0,out of 200,000
was the majority, then you have
told the truth, for that was tho
church membership at the time
of Smith's death, and 10,000 the
number that went to Salt Lake
with Brijdiam. Then in 1852
the doctrine of polygamy was
first publicly taught and sane- -

.. "I I

tioncd by the church. You may
say you quote from standard his- -

torys; you well know that histo-
rians do not always chronicle
facts, but things as they appear
to them, and that they differ
greatly in their writings. I sup--

!se vou pretend to be a believer
!" CIlL I WOllld ask, Can VOU

be such and behove m the stall
danl history ot his day those
written by non-believe- rs in his
divinity? I may say hero as I
did in your town that I am not

--presenting Joseph Smith
and asking them to follow

him, any further than he follows
Christ. I do not nrcsent hb
merits as a means of saving the.
people, but his leaching, and
them I am willing to defend in
your town or anywhere else.

Lest some few might believe
your statement, "that the Joseph-ite- s

and Salt Lake Mormons are
the same," I will produce some
evidence on that point from some
of the leading newspapers, if they
have tojd the truth you havenj:

The opera house last night held
a large attentive and well behav-
ed audience, during the interest-in- g

lecture or sermon, of Presi-
dent Joseph Smith, son of Joseph
the elder, who was numbered
among the early Mormon mar-tyrer- s,

the burden of
his remarks was to show the ille-
gality and sin of polygnmy.-Ogd- en

(Utah) News.
(Arizona) Herald of the lGlh,

tilt., we see how well posted
journalists are becoming in re-

spect to the genuine original doc-

trines of the church. "Whom
the gods would destroy, they
first make mad." was a saying of
the ancients that never was better
illustrated than it is to-da- y, in
the case of the Utah polygamists

however their polyga-
my is not even a Mormon insti-
tution. The great Hrighum
Young institued it for his own
convenience. The old Mormon
church doctrine of Jo Smith
taught r.o such crimes against
society and the government. In
his Bible Hook Mormon) there f
occurs this passage, and thcTcid
church lived up to it: "For
there shall not any man among
you have, save it be one wife,
and concubines he shall have
none." And again in tho old
Mormon book of commandments.:
"Let no man break the laws of
the land, for he that keepcth the
laws of God has no need to break
the laws of the land!" From
these primordial doctrines tho
Utah Mormons have widely de-

parted under Young and Taylor.
The other I ranch, t he Josephitcs
still holds tenaciously to the an-

cient doctrines of virtue and loy-alt- v.

The following is from the
.ii r i. . .t.,....o:iii iiiiue x i muni;, itiuni ciiuo

how much sympaty there is be-

tween Josephitcs and Utah Mor-

mons:
"The Desert News was a fren-

zied organ last nigt. It is in a
nanic over, the coming of Joseph
Smith, the rightful successor to
his father in the presidency of
the Mormon church. The Alta
California of May 15, in its ed-

itorial has Hie following: 'Po-
lygamy was not included in the
tenets or practices of the early
Mormon faith; it was not con-

ceived in the brain of Joseph
Smith, the founderer of the Mor-

mon church. It was an after-
thought of Biignam Young, who
promulgated it as a revelation
similarly as Mohamet declared
his desires by cunning promulga-
tion.' The Chicago Evening
Journal of Feb. 12 had the fof-lowi- ng

in its editorials. That
branch of the Mormon church of
Latter Day Saints which has its
center at IMano, 111., is in harmo-
ny with the general sentiment of
the country, demanding the en
forcement of the law tor the pun-

ishment and suppression of po-

lygamy in Utah. In a memori-
al to congress they set forth tho
history and faitli of the Mormon
church, showing that polygamy
was explicitly forbidden by the
founderers of the sect; that po-

lygamy was subsequently injtct- -
j ed into the creed by evil minded

men, and asking that those guil-

ty of this vile and scandalous
practice may be treated as crimi-
nals, being violators alike of the
true Mormon faith, of common
decency and of the laws of the
country."'

The above shows our work in
congress to suppress polygamy
and that it never was a part of
our faith. Now Mr. Ed. I bid
you adieu, perhaps I have wast
ed too much time anil space, m
answering what the public gener-
ally knew to be false.

II IK am L. IIout.


