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"HE

WRITE SOMETHING FUN-
NY T0 SUCGEED

SERIOUS BUSINESS OF DIS-
COVERING HUMOROUS
TALENT.

—_—

BOSTON, Deg, 5,1908~The rar

ent thing In the world, as everybody
knows who knows anything about
the literary markets, is o new joke
The next rarest in an old joke so re-
vamped that it looks new, The livii-
est hunt among publishers of hooks
and magazines today (s for real hu-
mor.

“Sge that drawer," observed the
editor of a big New York weekly to
an aspirant for literary honors who
felt sure he could write the right
stuff Il he only knew just what the
editor wanted. “Nearly empty, lan't
it? That's my honor drawer. Any one
who can help me to fill it is persona
grata In this office

The editor, like eyery other, had
discoverdd how rare gensinely fun-
ny writing . To discover the hum-
orous articles which now and then
oceur In the magazines, /s the pub-
lisher’s most  serioun  occupation,
Anything that contains  a laugh a
line is received glesfully In the edi-
totlal offices of hall & hundred Amer-
ican publishing houses.

Roth schools of American humor
are In favor, Anybody who can be
either broadly or delicately witty
findd & hearing these days—as well
as many who think they are able to
be elther and actually are neither.

The distioction between the sub-
tle and the obyious groups of hum-
orlsts was amusingly traced in a re-
cent Harvard Phi Beta Kappa alter
dinner speech which introduced to
the learned soclety Rev. Samuel M.
Crothers, a publisher's “find”, a Uni-
tarinn  clergyman  known  mostly
not so long ago as President Eliot's

stor but now duly quilified s a
iterary succensor of Oliver Wendell
Holthes, who Is expected to produce
something bright  whenever  he
touches typewriter to paper.

The polnt was made in this address
that most Amerlcan humroists have
belonged very clearly to ome or the
other of these schools; and consul-
tation of such a manual as “The
Barly American Humoristsa,” a ban-
dy reference book that gives selee
tions from the writings of many, who
famous in thelr own day are now In
too great danger of being forgtten,

the Jokers who had buffon gifts like
“Artems Ward,” “Orphens S. Kerr)”
VRN Arp,” Josh Billings," “Petroles
um V. Nashy" and the “Danbury
News Man” and on the ather slde
the literary wits like Washington Ire
ving, Oeorge Willlam Curtis and N.
I' Willis, whose quiet humar more
closély resembled that of the great
English writers  of the ei;hlmﬂhi
contury. The dlscoveries of bumor:
fsts by publishers in the last few
years hive not been a0 numerous,
and many of them have been disap:
pointments btcmnb'?u wiiter who
has started in by belng uproarious-
ly funny often concelves an Idea of
relorming the world (hrough his hu-
mor and thereafter becomes deadly
dull, This tendency of the jester to
aim to be a preacher has been very
apparent in the history of American
humor.

Just a8 Dr, Brothers is perhaps
the most valuable recent discovery
among men who write, a woman
whost humorous powers were quite
unsuspected up to 3 short time ago,
outlsde of 8 clrcle of personal ac-
quaintance, has come to the fore. The
literary world Is still laughing over
the fallure of Mark Twain, himaelf
the world's leading humotist, to rec-
ognize a professional hand in the
first of the ‘Letters of Jennie Allen”
which Miss Grace Donworth, a Pros
vidence woman, wrole As @ practi-
eal joke,

The story is that while some good
fadies of a San Francisco Relief
Committee of the Rhode Inland capl-
tal were engaged in sssorting and
packing clothing sent to them for
the benefit of victims of the earth.
quake and fire one of thelr number
received & fetter signed “Jennie Al-
len” which requested that a certain
garment should be returned to her
sinee it had been forwarded by mis-
take, The spelling and phrasing of
ihe communication were fearful and
wonderful, and hall (rom curiosity. it
wia anxwered. 1t was also shown 1o
% nimber of people and a copy of it
came into Mark Twiln's hands,
which he twice used as subject mat-
ter {or moré or less serious speech-
{ying. ax ot an annual dinner of the
Associated Press, and  which later
the -Simplified  Spelling  Soclety
gravely issued ap part of one of its
leafiets. The letter turned out, of
course to be the production of Miss
Donworth, who was a member of the
committee. After the lady had ad-
mitted her guilt she amused hersel
and her companions by adding more
letters gradually describing the en:
tire "Allen” family and its acquain-
tances, Some of these were publish-
of in the Ladies Home Journal. Now
that in their completeneas they have
been istued in book form the whole
community I8 guoting Miss Don-

Bplnney says you ean't rise with the
lark I you've been on one the night
beloge” or “He iv s Maine man, but
i perfeck  gentleman, So s his me-
ther,” or agaln, "We are going to
live close to my lolke so I can help
them when they need me, and  his
mother i golug 1o live with us. My
cap runneth over.
In apite of oceasional broad touch:
o the genersl quality of Miss Don. |
worth's work puts her in the unl'm1
class with the more subtle school of
humorista like Mr. Crothers, Robert
Grant, Witter Bynver, whose recent
aOde to Harvard” contalns some of
the brightest touches of fancy of any
recent poem, Ralph Bergengren, in
whom Collier's Weekly just now an-
wounces 4 combination of Lewls Car-
roll and Frank Stockton, and Agnes
Repplies, whose fund of brilliant wit
weewmulntes steadily year by year
“Jennie Allen’s” humor in some re:
spects resembles that of Father John
B. Tabb, the prevailing quality in
whose delightfully funny verses, as
in his “Quips and Quiddits,” and
“Child Verse” is one of subilety, al:
though he now and then breaks forth
into something broad and dangerous.
ly near being unclerical, as in his of
ten gquoted quip:
“A pious prelate ased to ride
A donkey which, alas—
His patience being often tride—
He called Ew-damid-asi—
A name he emphasized or not
As grew lis temper cool or hot.®

1t comparatively séldom happens
that 4 humorist who is “found as

tinct schools passes over to the oth-
er aftgr lie has been discovered, al-
thongh among writers of comic verse
and prose William F. Kitk was sim-
ple and deficate in his lyrics of “The
Narsk Nightingale," while no one
can accuse him of extreme delicacy
as he records the discussions hetween
the Manicure Lady and the Barber or
reproduces the compositions of Little
Pobbie.

No conspicions find of the broad
school of humor has heen proclaim-
ed by any publishing . huse in the
present year. Probably the most no-
ted humorist, indeed, of this stump
who has come into prominence in re:
cent ears s Ellis  Parker  Butler,
whose “Pigs Is. Piga" started a chuc-
klo that extended from Atlantic to
Pacific, Another of Mr. Butlers
works representing his style at its
best is his “Perkina of Portland”
the story of the advertising man who
performed commercial miracles with
his eatch phrases, such as “Mur
dock's soap is pure §0ap; il you
dont believe it, bite, it,” and his
“Perking' paper porous plaster

Makes all pains and aches fly fas-
ter® )

Among the broad school humorists
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With one of the most complete and up-to-date lines of elec-
tric goods in the Northwest. This firm has long been recog-
pized as the leading electrical contracting firm in Astoria, and
has met with such ready and loyal support in its endeavor to -
raise the standard of electrical wiring that

& & ASTORIA NOWHASA »# @#

" Modern Electrical Fixture Establishment

with every.style of electrical and combination fixtures,glassware
and reading lamps. A visit to our show rooms (next the Astors
jan office) where everything is connected to demonstrate how
the lights burn, will be of interest to you and we "will consider
it a pleasure to explain everything. -
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A phone call will bring us at any time to estimate on your work
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/| A few suggestions for the Christmas i
/ 1-}1‘?#'-?_ s buyers. Nothing makes a more’ suitablé 3 _?-:'-'-' 3
~— [*Christmas gift for a man or woman than a
good piece of furniture. We have the most
complete line of furniture ever shown in As p
toria, We have everything that the heart f
desires. Give us a call and let us show i
you something new in dinning tables and at
the same time we may be able to make your y
visit both interesting and profitable.

A CALL IS ALL WE ASK
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ley" (Peter Finley Dunne) who has
successfully worked the same vein
{or now more than ten years, His
two earliest books “Mr. Dooley in
Pesce and in War" and “Mr. Doolep
in the Hearts of his Countrymen”
were among the greatest discoveries
ever made, by an American publish-
ing house. They now count among
the classics of American humor, for
which there is the same kind of con
tinuous demand as for Mark Twain's
works or~ for Stockton's ‘Rudder
Grame® Amiter, of co.jsn is the
versatile George Ade. In somewhat
the same class though of more var-
Holman
F. Day, who flives in Maine and
writes hooks of verse about Maine
people with a mission—that missioa
being, according to a prefacs written
for one of his volumes by his friend
Congressman Charles Liviefield, “to
stll @s many copies as possible”
Other excellent humorists who be-
long with the jos‘ers rather than with
the graceful essayists are, of course,
Celette Burgess, of Purpie Cow
fame, whose “Gage of Youth” and
“Vivette” have however shown him
in more subtle light; Oliver Her-
ford, author of “The Bashful Earth-
quake,” “An Alphabet of Celebrities”
and other thrillingly funny produc-
tions: Charles Battell Loomis, cheer-
fol optimist and popular lecturer as
well as author. All these have at one
time or other been hailed as great
discoveries, and the receipt of a man-
useript from one of them is still an
event in muny editorial offices.
After Mr. Dooley perhaps the most
renarkable and w hesalded humor-
ist of the past ten years was George
Horace Lorimer, whose “Letters from
a Self-Made Merchant to His Son”
eaught the popular fancy to an ex-,
traordinary degree resulting in the!
sale of nearly hali a million copies of
a baok which is still among the good |
sellers. Mr. Lorimer up to the time!
of the appearance of his book had
been known first ug an  excellent
newspaper reporter, then As an ac-,
complished editor, but it was not re-
alized that ‘he had gifts entitling him |
to a place among the foremost of
American humorists,

|
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Beware of Frequent Colda !

A succession of colds or a. pro:|
tracted cold is almost certain to end |
in_chronic catarrh, from which few |
persons ever wholly recover. Give
every cold the attention it deserves
and you may avoid this disagreeable
disease. How can you cure & cold?
Why not try Chamberlain's Cough
Remedy? It i¢ highly recommend-
od. Mrs. M. White, of Butler, Tenn.,
says: “‘Several years ago 1 was
bothered with my throat and lungs,
Someone
Cough Remedy.

[ The Daily Market Report

PORTLAND, Dec. 5—The week
ends with the poultry market on the
whole in better shape than for more
than a month past.- Hens and chick-
ens were in good demand roday, and
at prices approximately 2 cents
higher than the quotations at the
first of the week, while ducks also
were afirly active at the quotations
that have ruled all the week. For
geese and turkeys there has been
but little inquiry this week, but for-
tunately for the market, little stock
in these lines came in.

There will be little if any poultry
of any kind to carry over to next
week, and the outlook is for a good
market for the remainder of the
month. No shipments of turkeys for
the Christmas trade =re expected for
a weck or more, but in all probabil-
ity there will be enough for the de-
mand for it is known that a number
of the turkey producers of the Valley
at Thanksgiving time held back some
of their birds for the later holiday
trade. Storage stocks in the city
will laso be drawn upon to some
extent.

WHOLESALE PRICES.

—_—

Grain, Flour, Hay, Etc.

Wheat—Track prices: Club, 8%k;
blue-stem, 95¢; turkey red, 92c; red
Russian, &c; Valley, 9lc.

Flour—Patents, $4.80; straights,
$395@4.20; exports, $370; Valley,
$4.45;: 1§-sack graham, $4.40; whole
wheat, $4.65; rye, $5.50.

Barley—Feed, $26.50; rolled, $28@
$25.50; brewing, $27.

Oats—No. 1 white, $31; gray, $30

Hay—Track prices: Timothy—
Willamette Valley, faney, $15; do,
ordinary, $12; Eastern Oregon, mix-
ed, $16.50; do, fancy, $17.50; alfalfa,
$11.50@12; clever, $12.

Millstuffs—Bran, $26.50; middlings,
$33; shorts, country, $31; shorts,
city, $0;chop, §22.

Meats and Provisions.

Dressed Meats—Hogs, fancy 7 @
7ic, ordinary 6@63c, large 5c; veal,
extra 8i@%, ordinary 6@7c, heavy
S¢: mutton, fancy 6@7¢. .

Bacon—Breakfast, 15@214c, pic-
nics 10¢, cottage rtoll 1lc; regular
short clears, smoked 13e, do aun:
smoked 12c; clear bellies, unsmoked
14¢, do smoked 15¢; shoulders, 1le.

Hams—10:12 1hs, 15¢; 14-16 Ibs,

—

told me of Chamberlain’s|thtpat and lungs are sound and
I began using it|well”
and it refieved me at once. Now my leading druggists.

For sale by Frank Hart and

15¢; 1820 Ibs., 15¢

Lard—Kettle leaf, 10s, Mc; do 5s,
14jc; do 50-1b, tins, 13kc; steam ren-|
dered, 10s, 13¢; do 58, 13ic; com- |
pound, 8ic.

PORTLAND, €

A hotel where the
west people will finda :
welcome and receive -
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Chme_-ll?nll ?s?mylwiu. i5e; rt, GOurteous 'r!“m
cream tri 2 i M) T

s l%’““m at moderate prices,

block, 18@20c; Limburger, 18@20c. r free Omnibus “‘_‘M‘ cots
Poultry—Mixed chickens ll@lli-::'mct:.lainffe' Oy T AN
fancy hens, 12c; roosters, old &'T : - i
broilers and fryers, 12@124¢; dressed |’
pudltry, 1¢ Th, higher; ducks, 14@15¢;
geese, O@10c; turkeys, live, 17@18c;
dressed, 20@22c. |
Butter—Extras, 36@37c; fancy, 33
@34c; choice, c; store, 1
Eggs—Extra Oregons, 40 cents;
Eastern, 28@ 32c.

Fruits and Vegetables.
Potatoes—Buying prices, 80@85c;
per hundred; sweets, $2 per hundred.
Fresh Fruits—Oranges, $2.50@3; | 8
lemons, $4@5; grapes, $1.25@1.65 per|
crate; pears, 7Sc@$125 per bﬂl:i
quinces, §125 per box; cranberries,|
$12@12.50 per barrel; bananas, 5@Sic |
per pound. I

|

Onions—Buying prices, 90@95c, | g :
per hundred. z CHRISTMAS JOYS
Apples—Best. Oregon, $1.25@1.50:1 - - il b e e i
common, 75c@$1 box. jare increased by beautiful surround-
Vegetables — Turnips per ings. New and artistically designed

sack; beets, $125; parsnips, $1.25;
cabbabe, $1.50; head leme?e. sf:‘mll WALL PAPERS
dozen; cucumbers, hothouse, ﬂ.ﬂ@;wm wiakh : look t
140 crate; celery, 75@8Se dosen; your_rooms look. brigh
artichokes, 7Sc dozen; beans, 12k z" attractive.  If you g to
pound; eggplant, $1.50 crate; toma- W :“!’ 'W@m& you should have
toes, $1@1.50 crate; squash, 1 ecent, one mm y ond thus pot
per pound; peppers, $L.75 per box; YOUT house in real hofiday trim.
cauliflower, 75¢@$1 per dozen. ’ :

; L s
-Oysters—Shoalwater Bay, per gal-| Allea Wall P.m

fon $225; per sack $4.50; Toke Point,i and
$1.60 per 100; Olympias (120 Ibs.),\ Cor. ll‘-l'?l.::l"l: ng;
Bl it G .

g; Olympias, per gallon, §2.25.
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VICTOR OR AN EDISON
PHONOGRAPH

JohnsonPhonagraph o,

Parlors Second Floor Over 8cho



