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The Jeffersons and The Rivals
~Have been Associated for 133 Years

closely :&ﬂl thay” ho muﬂ borm ;nifho and V?‘H waa
te o history of one must' write the the L
ry ol the other, 1}
4 healaﬂemu and The Rivah! For company then
189 vears those names have been ment of David Garriok,
d togofher, ‘For 183 venrs thin ghat time, considered
Ntingus fnmilv of Thespuing have = gator of his day.
inded down from lather to son the
production of Richard Bringley Bhegi-
din's nrasterpiece  unti] * pow, 'with

the filth generation presenting it, it
inplmost & part _':_IEE&'.“‘I'IJD

The . .y Ttself,

It was &Agﬂ.mu T4, dhat Richnrd |
Brinaley shagidan, then « in lun
twonty-third year, was  commissioned
the manager of the famous ol Covent,
Canden theatre o London to write a
eamedy, With' the exception of o very
few minor o, young Sheridan
no {des whitever ns to what should
| conalitite the comedy.
Despite his youth, he was a writer of
considerable ngte, and, eonfident, of
‘ his l.gllity and jptrong in his hopes, H :
P

that b

saw I, D, Rice, a populas per- L $isg thim Ides can Do

Pl Sk perteds who The Graceful Bpllogse, . 5o W% 48 B

preating & furore ad & burst cork  With fim, this work wes 4 lubor of

dinn, Mr. Rice's performance was: love, - y A

flled with Htthe mannerisms capable  Carefully be did his work and woo-

of imitation wnd to the surprise of declully well, too, The abrupt epding  C1ie8 nite he
everyone, our Joseph Jefferson—then - of the bid pln{ht nged and, Uew's the young Jefle

Mr, Jefl W rﬁw came- | only’ throe vears old—began giving 1o his effort; The Rivals can now boast 1, wmmmdm"m

ﬂm,' m";“hm thia_time &rl"lckm lmim_tii*_ms_ol Mr, Rice that were sgrea- of » graceful and beautiful epilogue £t « l’lorcna‘Jathlm Now Aniotaidasm atré in New

unny. - 4. Those were prepared Lo "‘"‘_. tre in New

:’;.?u of "q(r ngu himsoll saw them “The All Star Cast. il the efforts of the young York he set himself to .

{amily, (rom appes This version M, Jefferson. used .

: waxed enthusiastic, Much to the boy's changed ridieule to praiss #nd be | duce @ ptarsin icle, - e
was L8 0 ard of filteen years, during whi be the biggest bit of his

';'.".‘.':1' I-,."i-. -
est and most populsr of Americam
dramatists 36d compotars, was e -
formed by Klaw & Erlanger thathe
was to play all Jast sumuser at the

e thee ng \
fognnnod that roi¢ in

.:ﬂ--an--?‘ly. ‘\ m M‘_wi’ __ |

aamer,

E

g

’ e :
delight) Ride helped hip to perfect his was unanimously pronounced & “, ‘ﬁ
ut onoce £ ! .
Bob
hut

Imitations, uod it was but & few ' the i L, ey
in all of the until this mere baby could mmm mﬂw "i'ub‘{*;';if'm":w um : % gla E W
] o b e neatly every move made by Rice that he was continually making minor ridic pﬂw y
It was about 1770 g.:t Onrrick | sell, improvements, and studying out and r
The Rivals the Rice muggested the jdea of having m{nt s generally  reconstructed . century .
me, Of course it waa on the bo h;ijlcar_, on the stage with Wim | Gersion,
that Carrick's principal and  the father~realizing that the | About twenty yoears
Alotted the of Bob Acres, | Thespian mantle was to fall upon the | gon figfly completed
it was that bination of a | shoulders of his #on, interposed 09 of The Wivals. 1 it, he had climinated
] abjection and  the mn onredr every wiky scens
Josaph Jefferson, the third, began, auﬁuﬁ : éﬁ:“n
¢ de o 3
Thrown on Stage, | eedin fhat e uikd
It hed not been "“g‘.ﬁ;‘? announced i
that l{uung Jeflemon would & with
Mr. Rice, and only a few of acton | jef
themselves knew that the boy was to
:%a.r. Those who did, however, were
i wn into consternation when Rice,
n ue

his old carpet bag, zf;pund

cur without the boy.
ice began his performance as
g after nli:r:t three mh{:l.u,
aarpet to get, as he sta
handkerchiel. Then came &
feigned purprise wnd after a
shikdng of the buﬁ.“aut mlled young | gon's version
Joa Jefierson. &' audience “fairly
shrisked its npproval. It may be said
with all truth that the greatest actor
America hag ever known was fairly
“thrown on the stage.”

Rice recognized in the boy & worthy
rival, for his work that evening was o8
clear cut, as distinct, as much imbued
with persotiality, as that of any pro-
femsional could finve been,
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] Coumnzm{un’ theatre r:enqur “Ahe
manuscript of The Rivals,

A eoe of comedy had bean
| barn and wonderful was the carcer thut
| awaited it,—a carcer that would have
i been logt to the world but for the per-
|
|
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star cast
'Thk.mr of this
¢ﬂzrl°u:f‘££’&md
Wilson, Joseph

|

slatence of its boyish suthor,

First Time Failed,
The play was immediately £ty
into rehearsal and on ‘Lan. 17th, 1770,
it was produced for the first time on
any stage, It wae a dismal faflure;
a failure becaus of the wretched
performance of the actor to whom
wis allotted the role of Sir Lucius
O T rigger. J
' His performénce was so bad, and
, it marred the work of the other artista
to such an extent, that the play was
almost hooted ‘from, the stage on the
apening night
Young Sherfdan had faith in

=1

Comes to America .

He came to Americn in 1791.%
jwith him & carefully constry
| prompt-book of The Rivals. This he
| never personally used in America, yet
'h. treasured it and ?thhﬂm,
who was born in 1804,

This young man was also named
hig ' Joseph—alter his father. This makes

i x Jeflorrso Favorits, ’dm.i,!'. but

During ~he miany yeam that Me, ng i
fofferson wis hefore the public, al-

88 Bob.

though he wis well, known for hin
rendition af several other , that |

of Bob. Acres was always his favorite, !

He cluimed be found more pleasure in| What dreams were his that n% '
- “ih than any other char- Willile Ieflerson alone can toli.
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piete effervescent with

bubbling over wi
Iaughter and instinct awith the joy
life, It combines melodrama
music there being 8 strovg story and
no less than 20 lilting musical num-
bers. It is sai® by critics that “The
Honeymoners” is the strongest mm-
sical production om the road
year and that as a . play pure .
simple it has few rivals in in
Geo. M. Cohan is | the apostle
happy breezy comfident young
ica and his idesls are the idesls
the men and women who do things

aili

In "“The Honeymooners™
there are such song hits as “Kid
Days,™ “I'll Be There in the Pubfic
Square,® ‘I'm a 'Popular Man,” “In a
One Night Stand,” and “Make a Lot

L SR ——

of Noise.” The story requires a big
k cast to tell it. The plot is 1aid in the
! towa of Tigerville, Vermont, and

Hoyt never wrote anything whose
satire approaches the genial dissen-
tion' of rural village types in *“The
Honeymooners,” ' It is a melange of
love, politics, sport and mistaken
identity and the tale is foscipating.
In the classy cast are such prime fa-
vorites as Will Danlay, Walter Ches-
ter, Daniel Sullivan, Jack Loadon,
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tim Joseph Jefferson the second-—al: ‘ : }

mugh he;&:&rﬁu&e‘d the tgl‘r:lgmﬂn- negotiation: itk the. managet of a (t oot o e i usad times and in
T;E:n?oung ens ot & very derly theatrs in Chicago, then a. town with <o p wnde, found somaking of

' A ™ e

8go, ahowed a decided talent for paint | ongh "o cived o the city for which | When  Mr Tofferson - and W. [

ing. m'duiltm. was fnllﬂ'i‘;i hh? i_"f]iuth ,i h!“tn;i:llt ':iswry wag just be Flosvnee  formen! their famous com- mu}.-itiun had been realisid.

Pl:?u. an Was not until he was| oo oo bination, Me Florence found in thel So masterly was his | performance;

pearly. twenty years of age that thed® Ry f’ i Clor ehat memomble part of Sir Lucius just as many things |so acourals was it in v detail;

dressed “for the part, and, with & vast
audisnce waiting there to see the great
Joe Jeffersan (for the substitution was
not angounged), he gte out upon
the atage as Bob Acres, For him, too;

pliy and, insisted upon its being pres Giler,” arver . Ve o
senited the second night, It was pre-
sented and fmiling again, was then
withdrawn. The author took his manu-
peript, madé several miinor changes,
peoured another actof to portray Sir

Lucius O'Trigger and prepared to fry

population, of a little more than

again,

A Frematio Trinmph,

The play, which had received the
widest noforiety on account of its
first nighit's fiesco, was again presented,
The audience assembled at the theatre
with the one idea of hooting the play
from the stage., But nothing of the
kind occurred, This night, the genius
of young Sheridan was to be vindipated,

';he naw actor, in ‘the part of Sir
Luciua, had fully grasped all the deli-
pacies of the rold and added such
finesse and artistic atmosphere to the
entire performance that the audience
mt spell-bound. . They left extollin
[ts merits and the talent of him who ha
preatod 1t

The play became a fad, The best
people of London beeame enamored
of it to such an extent that it wos
aot Tong uniil the fame of the play
had reached the ears of the king.
TRe royal family witnessed the pr-
duction and with e approval’ of
rovalty, The Rivald sopn. deyveloped
nts the most astounding comedy
jaccess that Londons had ever knowa,

"Bhetidia ' fugie was egthblighed and
e The Rivn!s one firde Chat indescribs
able something that is a combination
af  bovish charm, youthful under-
manding, boyheod “philegophy, and &
Khowledga of Hie that is wotally dilferent
ffom  that exploited by the writors
whose youth, with its optimiam, is
(gwt to them, and &son whom the pesaim-
s of dgv {s sreadily enemaching.

A Jeffetson Enters,
In 1774, while Sheridan was working
pn  the manuscript of The Rivals,

«|dmitating . averything . and everybody

{;:“:L{::‘;‘m“"d itaelf in a )“m”"-’{flnumr:y by canal and on horsebuck,

Throughout his entire Hfe, he never !lc:.r :.;:«.Fr ::}f“;‘:.": ‘bf.h;".h.';:,';;”g' n{:::;::gr
abandoned _ his  first _love,—painting of entertiinments ‘on the old, aliw
moving hoat, the procecds of which
went to the eaptain,

In Chicngo, the children were given
every advantage possible at that time,
The father, with bis great fondness
| for deawing and painting, instilled hia
| knowledge into the mind of hig son, lnt
always the longing f6r the stage was
uppermost i the boy's mind.

As Legitimate Actor.
During tha awlownrd age, from 12
to 15, young Jefferson appeared but
geldom,

He wis a distinguished artist and some
of the mosl précious heirlooms now in
the possession of the Jeflemson family
ars apecimeny of the artistic handiwark
of ‘{tmph Jeffercon, the second.

‘hile still a young, man, he married
Miss Cornelis Frances Thompson,—at
that time the most ‘noted Einger iy
America. There were four children born
of thig unfon,—two of whom died in
infancy. ~The other two were Joseph
Jeflerson, the third —our Joe Jefterson,
and Cornelin Jefforson,

The Great Jefforson.

We ate now down to our own dea
pld Jogeph Jefferson,—the best knowr

of nli vunt tnlonted famity of Theagzlans,
—the Geloved actor whose name hag
been -waitten. on every heat,

Josepy Jefierson, the thind (repre.
gonting tae fourth gencration). was born

Bite was ercctad a more modem play
house,

Is was in this temple of amusement
that our Joseph Jeffersan, whose name is
reverenced throughout. all stageland,
first appoarnd as o legitimate astor, It
was in Chicago, tho, that he was given
the treagured manuscript of The Rivals,

Ins the meantime; the first '
theatre in Chicago burned and on its

1o Brorgrfr' him @5 Mr, Jefferson found | s closely did it resemble the work

in y

| audience were awafo that a change had
The Boys Follow, | beon made. Voice, & ure, ©

And now comes the most peculiar | movement of the body, were identically

coincidence of the entire romance of |the same. The loog iti
The Rivals and the Jefersons. ]n.ml piitient study had bome fruit.,

Two of Mr, Jellerson's sons, Joseph | The next day the change was an-

and William, each considersd the play | nounced to the Pituhuégupapcm and

the finest exampile of theatrical litern- | with .one voics,—the va soungled
hiave never | the praise of ancther Jefferson. Willie
even to<lay, | Jeflerson, playing in his father's very
ghoes, had jumped into fame, Another
Jefierson had been givea to the world.
So faithful was his perfarmance
that from that night until dear old
on Jefferson clmﬁ his forever,
fillie always went with his father’s
gompany a8 his gather's understudy.
A Strange Contrast,

Heredity, strange law that governs
go much in this universs of ours,

ture: in existence  The

atnndoned thiguden, nn(r

¢ of these two young actors ad-

vaioe  anncnent o after argument in

sufary ol thely contentlon |

\When Jelfarson: and Florence wene

t the height of their fame, the two

v Jeliepaony. never mistd a pro-

o of the ol play. Joseph, the

i ol the two, fram the time he wag

yohumd but one ambition,~the ane |

to piay tha part of 8ir Lucius,
venin Jiig futher s company,

v e gon had just as groat

¢ his dream wis to live

tie Tife of Bob Acres, as his

» ey penerations back, had

story of the Jeflersons, But the
is not yet complete, for, unside
this handing down of talent from

in Philadelphia on Feb, 20th, 1530, and Al e L .
it the e:trlly age of thrée years, made [which the father had brought from by pper kel dlight of thousnnds. ' father to soa, of t:he passing of the play
lun theatncal debit. \ Baogland. Toe Reulizes Ambition. from gunc_mtwn "c:d:g:ne“pm' u;”“. i
His fire appearance on the stage| The boy bad often heard his father. . o 2% 00 : another 8ide, & side as infensely i
was a very unsxpected affair, so faf|talk of the possibilitica of the part f“” Ar. Fioronoe died, young ‘-I‘I"‘ Seressing. if not even more 9, than that
as the audience was {!{)llcclﬂﬂd- “d d Bob Acres - and he rememboend ‘ll..,\ rs‘url‘. gL \l'-'.-_'.'\l'H. to gucceed hll!. 45 which has been mhlﬂj-.
that hid father, ndfather, and great =1 Luciug,  He clafmed at that time, The elder Jeflorson. was

fawt roally. begafr in avhat Wns then
tho rage, Living  Btatues. The boy
witneased many of these entertaine
ments, and won a juvenile reputation
for himsall for his imitations of these
ntatues. In fhet, young Jefferson waa

randfather, bad all achicved succdss
n the role. Then came the idox to
follow in the footatens of his ancestors—
the ambition, to again give the world
anather Jeflerson o Bug Acros,

Carefilly he read the play and
learned, with somathing akin to abso.
lute horvor, that it was wlmost totally
unfit for modern presentation,

he wl

that came to his notice.
show its presence eatly in Joseph
#os, the thind.

nius began to
ﬁuﬂcr»-

of what might Be caled & dusl per-
sonality.  To his intimate {rends, he
was more like n grown up schoolboy
than anythin
B pmotieal joke and with s meny
greeting whd " & joyial demeanod] he'
was the embodiment of all that one
would- expect of the world's greatsst
comedian,

nmbition had  been
reilized, for, at Inst, he was Bir Lucius

How thotoughly nrtistic was his
firgy performines can. be atiested by
the tremendons ovation he received
ot his first -apvtarancs,  Both press
and publie, the country over, had
been fairly imled with the iden that
4

tr Taamide OV Deleraw and  wiieban il

that Kis life's

(of the elder Jefferson; that few in the

years of waiting

played o wonderful part in the life| ...
from

elss. . Always fond of

Thomas A. Hearn, Willam Singer,

Annie Wheaton, Gertrude Le Brandt, *
Rose Gildes * and' Dolly Vardeonia

The costumes and staging are mag-

nificent.

1o the stranger he would casually

meét, he was the dignified rnd sincers

tleman, straightiorward in all of

i business dealings, ~and always

possessing &n attitude that demanded
respect.

In Other Ways.

In a engional way, he likewise

possessed o dual personality, In ﬂl—

i

Ba.rinz for thc'fmnmtion of a
e would cold-bloodedly figure out

every possibility, He was a
master of every bit of dmamatic :

pique. He kneéw what was possible and
| how g

to obtain it and it waa this sort of
that mads hism

us. «
On the other hm-?. when oocasion
demnnded it he was the pemonifi-
gation of spontaneity. Almost uncons-
scioualy, he could grasp the i
of a situation n.mf extract it tiy

comedy element. . Thu is beyond a
deubt, o ‘wonderful talent, rumm%
as iy doss, its possessor to Jo 'what

waats to 4o in an almost unconscloes

ul: preparation

mAanper,

%tiet posanezi 'mjof tll;sj‘dﬂnnlp-h
gonality v cmon e
& genius. H}:ﬂpc-mm&p those thms

(Continued on page 12)
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