Ground.
By I'I.AN:I:KEL b

BEMS now ltke it's goin'
S L
to keop the ground from bak-

IO 18 0 kel o Aide (HIS Wi bud
surely pay for the land come next crop

80 AN Bare, sometkis’ ot forca

“An' what's It all for?" asked
Loudey.. /The girl ko ¥
and with the slow drawl pecullar to

. L X r
SATAER] S
plantat niggers  themsel ves, )
what) does " It 'mlount 97 Mﬁﬂ'
spandin’ money an' go to circuses an'
have storw truck to eat, while, we all|
just stick to corn pones an' grits an'
work."

“But it's/tb pay for the land, Looldy,"
sald the old man engerly. “After that's

oot nae i b oy vkt

nor shares. An' wa're the ouly

poor
tanibly rouhd Bekd Ehati 1 &lwlo’ to | OO

own land just lke qulll.lr folks, I'm
S 5 " PR AL A
I'd lke to have you equal to the best
of ‘om. Bot'it 'wonll Lo more pleashal:

like to have store things, We mllht
aplnd some o' the land money

A~ aoway.”

I
’
-

/

The givl mado a qulck. lmpatient
movuwnt

" ' torétua I care f6t,"
sho 't
trtlt'
arou hm I!‘ i 'o
"connt, %, We all nru nool' !m

crackers, 08T we.can't help ourselves.

Gottin' land aln't goin' to MAks we
uns quality. We must ha )
an’ maoners nn' know aboul™things./

:::ﬁwa all rnnt lumwﬁ |

show os.” le paused and dug her
bare featin the mand. —Afer a Tew
moments ltu wont on m alowly

ﬂfl ol

“Nou an'
I'm lagy &

nthlﬂol'ln roun' thohm
 the

gt l don't ?u ' turc

'You re out o' sorts, boom. ln'
‘stractions. 8'pose §o drnrn
{ the settlement ‘l
" help carry ogeEm. |
feel more peart.”
|But pt: pbaok her hesd decidedly, .
tlement The boys
lI mo wudcnt an' emacker comet
¢ fing plogd) atter mey Hof 1 oy

L

T
SICE MOVED WRARFLY YOWARD THE CABIN,

1 goner'ly fixed (fovii.!*'! And 'dhe 'gave

ﬁmh little, davgh) In | w Wos &
lrlcn of uultlllon, “Yog all can tote
the egge. ] reclon ¥} go fiahin' Gtwn
the creek."

It was late In the anemwn when
Loolsy retnrned from'the creek, As
slie approached the cabln 1 l!'\
strange term lﬁp\% awh l o’
the two men whe o_c;unled 1he wngou
she recdgifeed ad the' settlement doo-
tor, ; ‘Huoylng - farwanl; *dho! alijost
stumbled _over Betty, who wos lying
on the floor sobbing bittgrly., But
Loolky senveely toficed her, She wis
looking ot thh mollmllaau flgee o ‘the
bed,

“What s 1t?" she nukﬁ] n a nlmrp
whisper,

“Pap'il doha'stinghit hwil”
Butty, “What slmﬂ we dnr
shall we' do?*

The fgure on the hml turned slight
Iy and trled toealse Hsell, but sank
baely with ngoun Do an Mstant e
wiim by ‘i elde.

veatfod
Whit

What st dadde ) she uskod gpss
]\ an fihe sawopth }ll Hll' gray, halr I:u‘l\I\

0 caed, MOgn [ holp 1 enixy
nm uf ot umrh! pig 3

eyttt e senred, ey b
giapec A7 0 it i notkin® feopt for the

p.uu ap' oy Josin' tha gyopy"

llm sl g, the yinfrer
' mi it g i

wIR N S Yoot e Bal), i ]

Aagdy
Huoyy

' | o4 up quickty a4 sbe came In.

| couldn’t spare time for dioner. After
' Bat'how've you been all day, daddy 7'

dgwn bealde, him, he reached out and

|| beén thit: lngy my handa- are act'ally

work they mlzht hel?, In the truck
patch."
A the moplu wént by Loolsy's

xtimm"n 'hl‘lt Ihio, A0 E2 M ‘Habtor

¢ lows ('8 plihb Had wnt’ haell o

traokle righty here o !hhl gl for the

Lord konows how 1ot
"Pap wis nagenbibhe for I'? i niekn

*tald 'eny 'hont wa 1 warkin® an' ‘bout

i the w.
nbc. "lll'
L] mpt
to hu

saved ' naked

.Ilhl
lh«

unn in the mﬁ."
“Was tho ptmn

sank into n quiet sleep.
It was late In the forenoon when be

awoke, Betty w
room, and he cou

working gbout the
Lhear the volee of

'uttln llnlu outslde Q‘.I'Ilar-t.bo chiek- ||

m'%..

touk me
mu l bacon an ta ore sumpp.
Rheé lowed M o'd, lll ok '

night an' mebbe sho wonldn't. £ anked

to help me fegt, but she 'lowed

an' me could ook after the
ehmu an* honsawork."

The old man sighed. He had boen

i 1y gt ikt hegried
back and forth ecross the tebacco

flald. The rows were long and Iho
work hard and laborlous, and tlu;‘l!l

Sy e o Ve P e o

lltioumlrtedrromumtlduotthc

the mund Mwm lho OWS,
Then she Inoled back at her work.

“Bix ' rows (hoed," whe lnn::
w s work.
!‘mplnmbtl ww

Throwing the hoe across her shoul:
der, na whe hid deeh her tather do, ahe
moved wearlly toward the eabin. On
optopingf alip foupd Bepty, in the act of

(the' sup of | &nd - mo:
lassos upan the table, Her father look:

“Yéu've boen 'a long time,” he sald.
“We've been lookin' for you right
smart”

T win Dusy,” ahe Ahswored, “an’

N try to be roun' come nOOT.
“Toler'hle peart.” Then as she sot

took ome of . her' bundd In/his and Jook-
ol up Into her face. Her eyes were
clvar, and met his gaze with a
ll?l‘il smild. *I;ﬁut did it menn? Had
he been judging her too harshly? He
drow her band closer and noticed that
it trombled as though with paln. He
ralsed It to the light,

“Why, Loolzy," and there were won-
der and din th the yales, "your
bands are all solid blinter(”

“It's only ‘cdtse’ they' RIE'L Used to
the work." ghe answered hastlly. “1've

gettin' soff. A few days in the fleld
an' they'll be good hands for work."”
An'—an'" ;uu ve been workin' In the
field oIl day,”" he sald slowly, “aun" 1
#lyly' here an' wmisjudgin' you! But
you masto't o 16 Bediny, hovey, Tt
too Bard, If you 'low of helpls' ‘you
might look after the truck patch.
| But Lpalay’ shook her head.
¥I'm the oldest,” she sald, “an' must
Iébklzdt 'for (b’ man's ‘work. If Betty
an! Molly bave| tioe from the house-

lands became accustomed to the work ]

nnd the bllsters disa

sho c.:‘.‘ n’ﬁfhltlf?:-‘ :;a

thare sl wesl 107 ihe melona, | )

A
l'ii
we for
an' 'lowed they'd be roun’' an' see
you tumorrow, They's campin' over

to Long pond.”
-watm um;-
f mat Ty, ver-
ot y th.-_m : i
W Loufss, | suppose? said one
of them, ralaing his hat.

“Loolsy they eall me,” was the quiet

i

“iss wlml. I suphosE T’ um m
OF THEM. -
for :ho totore. You #00, We Are very
fond of melons, and we hava declded
nat to plek asy more after dark. We
wight go to the settloment for them,
but 'that’ m!d bh « long whlk, and
the' melond’ would fot be fresh. Be

umwmq:tnlundnumm;q
you for every one we take We .shall
want a Jot, and there s nnother crowd
of youhg fellows coming down from
Augoita pext week."

“Angusta ¥ looking up gquickly.’ “1
"low that's where they bave achools—
for giris, 1:mean?”

“There are peypral Moneo. I be
lieve,” he lmmmd, “Do you think of
golng ™

“Neno. 1 fust asked. I reckon r&u

{ cant take what melons you want. We

all dre glad to pell ‘em.”

Bofore the melons were gone Andy's
foot had so Improved that he waa able
to hobble out to the felds.. Leaning on
his pane and asajsted by Loolzy, be
went slowly from one fleld“to &
other,

“It's w good crop,™ ho said, “as ioud’t
1 eover ralsed myself—corn montly
earnd, tobacco good, an'. sca'vely; any

esn hardly D'lieve that one gal Qid it
.ll'!r
One afternoon a few months later

he took from It a bag that was heavy
with silver and small colng., These he

fnto two plles.
"t's the most crop money m all

made by a gal. Now, this,” poloting
to the larger pile, “is for the land, It
will pay it all up clear.  An", this®
tonching the, ather plie; "is for Loolky
to go to school vp fn Augusta. 1 had
& talk "long o' the boys that bought the
melotls,'an’ they told me "bout Loolxy
askin' after the achool! An'—an', Looi-
gv," looking nt her wisttully, “one of
'am—the one that: talke—sald as how
he'd asked you, to marry himan' that

folks, 1o’ he shonld watlt, then he could
come sn' nek ag'in

Ope day lml;y qam in wlth an’.ow ' peemied a nlco' boy.”

Ing face

“The melons dfe ripenin”” she said,
“an’ thera's goln’ 4o he @ure'n | we, all
over had before." ’

A few days later Lonllg nportad
that thieyes bad entered the Beld the
night ‘befors And tuken''Soms of the
maolons, That night the theft wns re-
poated, ' Sovernl ) doys passad,  and
mora of the melons wera missed.

“1 wounldn't care It they wa'n't so
pertlelar," suld Loolsy, "but they just
plek the blggeat an' best."

Late that ndght sbé wad lawakened
by a smaj! fgure ut bor badside.

“What W It Molly2': she - nnked
drotvnlly. [+ 1 1o il

“I'vor done 'cotehol ‘em"  whe the
siartling answor. “Alter) you nll wns
*aloop 1 Just creptout fhecabin an’ hid
‘mong the melon vines It seomed
most o yoear ‘fore they came, ap' 1 wis
plumab wieony. But 1 juat pinched my-«
pelf. nn' when hod did eBme 1'op an'

A soft color hid been ‘stealiny ‘lnto
Loolay's cheeks, hut her mn did not
Fall.

“Yen, he's n nlce boy daad: she
answered, “but T told him not to walt,
for it would be yeurs an’ yodre éven
IT°T evér got a chance, He maid he
wodkin't ‘takerthat answer, though, an'
kopt, boggin', so at dast 1 saldf hedid
walt be conld come an' ask ag'ln some
time. He's n foollsh boy. but he—he
I8 nice.”

“An" vou're nled, Loolzy™ suld eld
Andy simply.  “Welll after the tali |
went down an' saw the stotekéeper to
the settiement, an! he gave,ma p'ints,

| {Chis mpney ‘Il pay for sehoalin’ Ul [}
next crop, an' by that thoe there'll be

more.  Loolgy ean boird 'Tong’ o' her
Annt Lixy, who ‘Hvéen in 'Avgustn. 17
I'd fonnd cot "twny sehoolln® you want-
od so bnd 1 might 'n' belped yoo be
fore, Loalsy. Mottesi']

the Tnnd an' pap baln' ik wn' ‘bout

vou lowin! they might ke the smmil

melouy an' Jenve the big omes”
“Molly!"  And Low..y sat upright ia

wondler In hoy fpm ;!ivurnl times ahe
pranyod 1o ek toshed from
Tho oalin,

froup Imlu gl alq.l the old m.lu,
‘T dide’'t know 8 she cnred 50 mbch.”

- sides; we !have dequired o taste for| '
yours. Now, i you are willlng to trust

bumblebog cotton in the whole flald, I|

Andy ‘called 'the girls Into the eabli |
Golng to his strong bok in the cormer, |

emptied -upon the table and dlridad‘

ever had at oncet™ ho said, *1f 1t was| |

you answered no, you wa'n't At but||
that It ever you had a chance to git! |
léarnin’, so you conld got 1k quility | |

He sald be folt | |

When ¢ it a dutyto tell we an' that be should
the tobaceo{ wait It *twas,n_whole lifgtime, for you
flold. From | way, the noblest gul ever was an', the

.onl)' ote he could ever care for. , He ||
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SCON BAY BRASS & OF WORES

‘ | ASTORIA, OREGON '
Iron aud Brass Founders, Land and Marine Englum.
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You want the best money mhy in
pleasures, etc, why not in edutu¥ion?

Pdrtlhnd‘l Leading

Ownets practical tmhep; "
Teachers actua! bisiness men

Rusiness College ' Lad
offers such ‘o' you'and &t o greatés cost thas “=n’ inferior ' schwal.

Mm&llsthuinmﬁll

nnioa the entire :ﬂlr

Positipns. guaranteed graduates 'ut “A” for ww&q
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DAINTY 'CHINA

{s n necessity to the careful hotse-
keeper. ‘I yout stock is inadequate
you will find this a splendid opper-
tunity for supplying your wants We
have an amazingly

FINE. COLLECTION

m heautiful Chum Eancy dishes in
exauisite new designs, Tea-pots, Cups

sid Sancers, Salad Bowls, Platters,
ste. -

The girl bad Hetensil with a growing |
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‘ﬂefch Coal, Tar,

Ash Oars, Ogk I.umbet, Plp: u}d Flmm Brass Goods,

Paints, Oils ahd Glass
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