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Benton’s
Comedy.

By Frederick WWhite.

Copyright, 1507, by Frederick White,

HEN Benton's comedy was
published in a leading mag-
uzine no Ong Was more sur
prised than Benton himself,

Of course he had recelved the editor's
mcceptance and a week or two later a
wery satisfactory check, but the full
realization of what it meant did not
eome to him untll after months of
waiting be saw with his own eyes hi«
own work under his own name. 11
was the first time, and Benton felt ¢
eeriain responsibility.

Many a man has had the same feel-
Mg on the birth of his first child, and
Eenton was slmply experiencing some
of the pride of fatherhood. For a time
Be struggled with the desire to adopt
Bterature as a profession, but as the
weeks passed and he falled to find
Rimself heralded as a genlns saner
thoaghts prevailed. \Woolen goods were
= demand, and so were his services as
® salesman. Some months afterward
e recelved this note:

My Dear Mr. Benton—At the request of
the Hillalde Dramatic club I write to ask
yvar permission to use your play, “Malds
and Widows," st our midwinter enter-
sinment for the benefit of the orphans’
home of this place. We have all read
youof comedy with great interest and ap-

tion and think It just what we need
Sor our purpose. Trusting that you will
grant our request, belleve me, very cor-

@ally yours.
ELIZABETH RANKIN VAN CLEAVE.

_Benton feit very much gratified whea
Be recelved this note. He was appre
eated, after all. He at once Indited
the {cllowing reply:

My Dear Mizs Van Cleave—It will af~
ford me the greatest pleasure to give you
permisslon to use my play for the benefit
of the orphans’ home, It Is always grati-
fying to find one's work appreciated, and
J assure you that the Dramatic club has
my best wishes for a spuccessful repre-
pentation of “Malds and Widows." Very

sincerely yours,
JOHN AUSTIN BENTON.

He wondered If the members of the
elub would gatber about Miss Van
Cleave and regard the signature of the
well konown author and playwright
with ewe, and he began to think of
writing a four act tragedy. One moro-
Sz he was agreeably surprised to find
snother letter in the bandwriting of
Miss Van Cleave.

“Thank you so much,” she wrote,
*for letting us use your play, We have
Bad two rebearsals, and everything
seems fo be going nicely. Wil you
tell me if Alice Is supposed to
love with HHenry at the break-
ble, or is it when they are on
fhelr way fo the golf club? I am to
piay Alice, and 1 do so want to make a
success of the part.

“By the way, I find my annt, Mrs.
Baker, I8 an old friend of your moth-
ar's. Is it not strange how small the
world 1s after all?

“Do you consider it necessary for
Benry to kiss Alice in the last act, as
the book says?

Eenton whistled as he perused this
sote. He remembered having beard of
Ris mother’s friend, Mrs, Baker, and
fhds must be her nlece, the beautiful
Miss Van Cleave.

That evening he wrote the following
Setter:

Dear Miss Van Cleave—In my opinfon
Alice dld not fall In love with Henry at
fhe breakfast lable. That would be ask-
&g oo much of any girl. Eleven o'elock
smd the golf club 1s a different matter.

Under the clreuimstances I should con-
alider it necessary for Henry to kiss Allce,
He really conld not help It, you know, for
Alice |s a charlpe giri.

3 am glad that the play Is ,>ro§reaslng
wmell and wish y~u syery siceess ;
serely yours, JOHN A. BENTON.

On Tuesday evening Benton recelved
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® mote from Mrs, Van Cleave inviting |

WITH A PLUNGE THEY STAUTED,

#im to ron out to Hillsddle the follow-
ing Baturday to witness the presenta-
tion of ‘his play and also to spend Sun-
duay with them, Mrs. Van Cleave spoke
of her slster’s friendship for his moth-
er and in closing stated that he wounld
be met at the station by some member
of the family. A convenient truin
veached Hillsdale at 5:30 o'clock, glv-
ing him time to dress for an eurly din-
meT.

Benton accepted at once and spent

the Intervening hours In wondering if
the author would be called upon for a
speech. On Saturday afternoon he
boarded the train, sult case In hand

All the way to Hillsdale he wondered
if Miss Van Cleave would be the one
to meet him, It was only an hour's
run from the clty, and soon Benton
stood upon the platform. He looked
about him, noting the well kept, pros-
perous appearance of the place and the
many handsome traps and carriages
awalting thelr occupants. A groom In
surprigingly tight breeches came up to
him and, touching his hat, Inquired,
“Mr, Benton ¥

“Yes," sald Benton.
Cleave's carrlage®™

“Master Harry awaits you in the dog-
cart, sir,” replied the man, possessing
himself dexterously of Benton's luggage
and leading the way across the plat-
form. Benton followed. A boy of six-
teen or so was endeavoring to calm a
mettiesome cob that was trring to see
how stralght he could stand on his
hird legs without falling over back-
ward

“Mrs. Van

“Chuck those things In behind.
Burns, and get to his head' he or.
dered. “How de do, Mr. Benton? Ex-
cuse my not nlnklng hands and elimb
m.UI

Benton waited tor & moment of com-
parative quiet and then climbed in
He was not nccustomed to a horse like
this, and the boy noticed It at once.

“He hasn't been out for a week.,” he
explalned, “and be feels good. Let him
go, Burns." And, with a plunge, they
started, the well trained Burns clutch-
ing the rall and swinging up behind
with the greatest Imperturbabllity.
Once on the stralght road leading from
the station the cob settled down to a
good steady gault, and Benton began to
enjoy himself. Young Van Cleave was
surprisingly easy for one of his years
and kept up a constant flow of talk.

“That's a corking good play of yours,
Mr. Benton.” he sald. “I'm golng to be
James, and T'm dead letter perfect.
Got my clothes last night, and Aunt
Fan thought 1 was the new man and
asked me to get her a glass of water,
Bay, can't James come on In the last
act with a letter or something?"

Benton good humoredly said that he
thooght it might be arranged and in-
quired who was to play Henry.

“Oh, Artle Brown, and he thinks he's
the whole show. Wanted to kiss ‘sis’
every rehearsal. Sald he didn’t want
It to go wrong the night of the play.
Bis couldn't see it and sald she
thought that was something a man of
bis experience could do without re-
hearsing. Rough on Artle, for he
knows it all and llkes to have people
think he's a regular ‘killer’ Whoa,
boy! Easy now,” to the cob as they
turned into a private roadway and
whirled up to the steps of a fine old
colonial house.

The groom was at the cob’'s bead be-
fore they really stopped, and Benton
climbed down and followed young Van
Cleave Into the house. Mrs. Van
Cleave welcomed him cordlally and in-
troduced him to her daughter and the
members of the house party, some of
whom were to take part In the play.
Miss Van Cleave showed him the mu-
sle room, where the performance was
to be held, and exhibited the stage,
which was already set for the first act.

“Do you not feel very Important
she asked, “when you consider that
you are really responsible for it all?”

“No,” seid Benton. *“I cannot say
that I do. After all, the real responsl-
bility rests with the players.”

“You cannot shirk your share g0
carelessiy,” she said, laughing. “Stand
or fall, you are one of us In this, and
I shall see that yoo receive your full
measure of praise or blame."”

“Let ns hope, then, that it will be
pralse—for all our snkes,” he said, with
an admiring look at her.

“Serlously.” sald Miss Van Cleave,
‘ “I do hope you will pot be disappolnt-

g - 1 ed in us, and you must not be too

| eritlcal.”

“I shall not be disappointed In you,"
he replied decidedly.

While Benton was dressing for din-
ner some ove knocked at bis door.

“It's me—Jack. Can I come In?"
| said that ungrammatical young mnan
[ {n an excited tone of volee.
| Benton opened the door and lnguired
{ whuit the trouble was,

“Here's 4 go!” said Jack. *“Artle
| Brown has busted lls lég or some-
thing and can’t act. Sis I8 having a

fit, and the others are just wild.
too lute to put it off, and what are we
| going to do?”

“Is there no one elga to take the part
—no understudy ' inguired Benton.

“No one knows it except the prompt-
er, and she's a glrl, Father has just
¢ome In, and he's tearing Lis hair, He
plays the old wman, you know. Got u
bald wig nnd whiskers, and he'll die if
| he can't wear 'ems. Say, what can we
| do about it anyhow 7"
| Another knock at the door, and Mr.
l\'rm Cleave, Sr., appeared.

“Pardon wme, Mr, Benton, for intro-
|duung mysell in this unceremonious
| manner,” he sakl, shaking hands, “but
I this s o serious matter. The tlckets
| have been sold, and it 18 too late for
| any postponement. My daughter s
|WL gested that possibly you are sufli-
| clently famillar with the lines to take
| the part, or. falling that, to read fr. It
Is asking a good deal, 1 know, but If
you could possibly do it it would be a
great rellef to all of us, besldes helping
us onut of a very embarrasslng predica-
ment."

Benton's head whirled, It was an
unexpected role that he found himself
called upon to play. It is one thing to
watch others nct and quite another to
o It oneself. However, he was a self
rellant young man, and, as It hap-
pened, he was famillar with the part
of Henry,

This was the character into which he |

It's |-

had pu! his own'individuality, Step by
step and sitnation by sltuation he had
made Henry act and talk as hé himself
would have done under ke eclrenm-
stances. So, while it would have been
slmost lmpossible for him to take any
other part without preparation, in this
case he felt that he might venture upon

It without danger of nbsolute fallure
It was a risk, but under the cireum-
stances he did not feel justified in e
fusing.

“I think I might do it after a fash-
fon,” he sald gravely, *'l should like to
have a glance at the book, and 1 shall
bave to look to you all to help me out
with the business."

“You may count on us for every as-
sistance In our power,” sald Mr, Van
Cleave. “It is a great rellef, and you
are placing us under a lasting ohliga-
um.ll'

“l bope you will be able to say as
much after it is all over,” sald Benton,
“but In any event I will do my best.”

Jack brought him the clothes that
the unfortunate Arthur was to have

*I SHALL NOT BE DISAPPOINTED IN YoU."

worn, and they proved to be a very
presentable fit.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

H ELP WANTED

{AGENTS—$105 PER MONTH IN-

traducing our line of embroidered
shirt waists and lace curtains at bar-
gain prices; samples free. Thomas
Co,, Desk 468, Dayton, O,

GIRL WANTED—A GOOD GIRL
for general housework. Inquire of
Mrs. R. B, Dyer, 493 Fifteenth st. 9-ti

WANTED—A GIRL FOR GEN-
eral housework in family of three,
Apply 86 West Bond. 6-17-2f

$200 STARTS A FINE LOCAL

business, daily profits §5 to $10; par-
ticulars free; write today. B. F, Loos
Co., Des Moines, 1a*

- —

PIOFESSIONAI. LAIIDS.
ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

CHARLES H. ABERCROMBIE
Attorney-at-Law :
City Attorney Offices: City Hall

JOHN C. McCUE
Attcrney-at-Law
Deputy District Attorney.
Page Building S_«iiu 4,

HOWARD M., BROWNELL

Attorney-at-Law
Office with Mr, J. A. Eakin,
Commercal St, Astoria.

A 420

o s —

OSTEOPATHS.

J. A, GLLBAUGH & Q0
Umlortukeu and Embalmers.

Experienced 1 Lady Ansistant
When Desired,

or Night,
Tatton Bdg. 12th and Duane Sts

ASTORIA

ORE.GON
Phone Maln 2117 oid

MEDICAL.

FOR SALE-20 AUTOMATIC

nickel in the slot weighing scales, 1
electric nickel in the slot piano, set
up and in operation in differen sa-
loons in the city; price $200 cash; will
bring in over $100 a month. Address
“B.,” Astorian, 6-4-tl.

PLUMBING GOODS WE ARE

Selling to All—=Write us for prices
on white enameled bath tubs, wash-
tubs, sinks, galvanized or black pipe
and anything else in the Plumbing
Line. M. Barde & Sons, 8th and
Glisan streets, Portland, Oregon. 26-6t

DR. RHODA C. HICKS

Osteopath
Office Mansell Bldg. Phone Black 2065
5..! Commercial Sc Astoria, Ore.

= g

DIN‘TI‘T.

'DR. VAUGHAN
Dentist
Pythian Building, Astoria, Oregon
DR. W. C, LOGAN

Dentist
Shanahan Bldg.

Commercial St

!

FOR SALE —A HEAVY WORK
team at a bargain, Address “H."

Astorian. 6-25-6t

FOR SALE~30 ACRES TIDE OF
tide land on Columbia river; suit-
able for seining or dikeing., Address

E. R. A, 1086 North Point street,
San Francisco, Calif, 6-25-6t.
FOR SALE—A GOOD HORSE,

Enquire at this office. 6-20-tf, |

FIRST-CLASS DENSMORE TYPE-

writer, at half price; also light driv-
ing team, buggy and harness; to-
gether or separately. C. E. Barney,
with Warren Packiug Co., Astoria.

Before the curtaln was rung up Ben- |

ton found time to go over some of the
more [mportant scenes of the play. He
was very much relieved to find him-
#elf quite at home in both lines and
situations.

A short time later he stood In the
wings listening to the announcement
of the accident and the request that
the audience would kindly overlook
any lack of smoothness in the part of
Henry, as the gentleman who was to
play it had stepped into the breach at
4 moment’s notice. Then, after a few
hurried words of direction from the
stage manager, two very furried
young people took their places for the
opening scene and the curtaln went up,

Now, there are cerfain psychological
processes which prevall under certaln
conditions. We are mystified by thelr
apparent unaccountability. We ralse
our hands in belpless incredulity and
exclaim, “How Inexplicable!” when
there Is pothing strange about-it if we

remember that youth and propinquity |

work hand In band to carry out the
universal behest. One each at least of
these processes and conditions con-
fronted Benton as he stood on the lawn
hefore the clubhouse am hour later,
He had done well, and he felt strange-
ly exalted. e knew he was John
Benton, but it was & new personality
that cloaked him. He was In loyve—In
love with a girl whom he had meat yes-
terday for the first time—or was it to-
day? He was waiting—walting impa-
tlently and giving volee to his inmost’
thoughts in words that were strangely
famillar, He saw her coming slowly
through the trees and atarted forward
to meet ber. They seated themselves
on the clubhouse steps. They fenced
with each other lightly. but with an
undercurrent of feeling, He loved her
—he loved her—and In a moment he
wonld tell her so. His heart bounded,
for he knew what her answer wonld
be.

“It Is only since yesterday, but it is
enough., A week, a month, a year, and
it wonld be the same, A hundred
years from now, and it will atill be the
game, 1 love you. Will you be my
wife?"

She arose, and he followed her, Her
eyes were cast down, nnd her hands
hung limp by her sile. ITe selzed
them in lLis own, and his compelling
gnze forced her to ralse her eyes to
his. {

“Answer me,” bhe sald.

“I love you," she said falterlngly aas
ghe swayed foward him, and he clasp-
el her In his arms, and only his ears
heard the added “dear.”

He kisged her full vpon the lips.

There was a roar of applause. From
the wings people flocked upon the
stage clad In golling attire, thelr faces
strangely red and white, Then he re-
wembered.  Stlll bolding the girl by
the hand, he led her to the front It
wias his place to repeat the epilogue,
The others formed a half coirele be-
hilnd them. He spoke:

“In what may seem a very short
spice Allce and Henry have met, loved
and settled the question, quite to thelr
own satisfactlon. May we hope that
the mateh and the manner of s mak-
ing meet with your approbation? And as

the curtain fallg let these wonds, typl-
fylng the end of the old and the begin-
ning of the new, close our story—'and
#0 they were married. ”

FOR RENT-——THREE FURNISH-
ed housekeeping rooms, with gas
458 Commercial street. 6-23-4t,

FOR RENT-7-ROOM DWELL-

ing; centrally located. Van Dusen
6-26-6t.

& 0., 119 11th street.
~ MISCELLANEOUS.

.\

WANTED—-TO BUY A HORSE

weight about 1250 pounds; not over
8 years old; must be good driver and
gentle, also city broke, Address As-
torian office, 6-9-tf.

HOUSE MOVERS.

FREDRICKSON BROS—We make

a specialty of house moving, car-
penters, contractors, general jobbing;
prompt attention to all orders, Cor-
ner Tenth and Duane streets.

" LOST AND FOUND.

FOUND—A BUNCH OF KEYS ON
a monkey key ring in the post

office; owner can have same by call-

ing at the Astorian office and paying
for this notice.

b - .

VETERINARY COLLEGE,

P i,

¥

[}
L
e

COR. 1ITH AND COMMERCIAL

——

Office hcurs—8:30 A. M. to
8: P. M. Sunday—10:00 to
12:00,

Phone Number Main 3901,

Painless Extractions - 50¢

Corner Commercial and 11th
Sts. over Danziger store.

BUBINEBS DIREGTOBY
RESTAURANTS.

T0X10 %ﬁ treet.

Ol.ponite Ross, Higgins & Co

Coifee with Pie or Cake 10 Cta.

FIRST-CLASS MEALS
Regular Meals 15 Cts. and Up.

U. 8 R‘FBTAURA.NT

434

Coffee with Pie or Cuhe, 10 Cta.
First-Class Meals, 15 Cta.

FISH MARKET.

SAN FRANCISCO VETERINARY
College; next session begins Sept.
15th. Dr. C. Keane, Pres,, 1818 Mar

ket street. Catalogue free. o

. ——

MISCELLANEOQOUS.

Smith’s Special
Delivery

EXPRESS AND BAGGAGE
Leave Orders at Star Cigar ! Store.
Phone Black 2383
Res. Phone Red 2276
Stand Corner 11th and Commercial,

TENTS

-See us before

and camping utensils—
you take your outing.

Hildebrand & Gor

Old Bee Hive Bldg.

WINES AND LIQUORS.

Eagle Concert Hall

(320 Astor Street)

Rooms for rent by the day, week, o
month, Best rates in town.
P. A. PETERSON, Prop

~ DAIRIES,

B e T

TheVermont Dairy

I am prepared to furnish pure milk
and cream, Satisfaction guaranteed.

i Phone 14 Farmers line.

W. J. INGALLS,

jeatle Fish Market .

77 Ninth St,, near Bond

‘Fresh and Salted Fish. [
Game and Pouliry, ’
Groceries, Produce and I rult‘
|

Imported and Domestic
Goods,

P. Bakotitch & Feo, Proprs.
Phonos Red 2183

|

Unpreosusnted
Successes of

DR. G GEE WO

THE GREAT

Who s ksown
thronghout the United
Btates on account
hs  wonderfu) o
No polecns or druge usec. He guaran-
focs to cure catarrh, asthma, lung and
throat trouble, rheumatism, pervousness,
stomach, liver and kilney, jomale com-

4 plaints and all ohronls diseases,

SUCCESSFUL HOME TREATMENT,
If you cunnot call write for symptom
blank and elreular, lnolutu 4 omta bn
stampa,
THE C. GEE W0 MEDICINE CO,
182} First 8t., Corner Morriave,
Plnn moutioa the Altarlu

PLUHBERI.

0. . NOVGONERY

PLUMBER

Heating Contractor, Tinner
~AND—

Sheet lron Worker
ALL WORK GUARANTEELD
425 Bond Btreet.

—_—— —

E. C. YOUNCE
AND
W. F. BAKER

vaant. [PLUMBERS

Tinners, Steam and Gas Fitting.
All. Work Guaranteed. 126 Eighth
Street, opp. Post Office, Phone Main
4061,

LAUNDRIES.

Those Pleated Bosom Shirts

The kind known by dressy men in
the summer, are difficult articles to
launder nicely. Unless you know just
how to do it, the front pleats won't
iron down smooth, and the shi
front will look musky. Our N
Press Ironer irons them without
rolling or stretching. Try it.

TROY LAUNDRY,

Tenth and Duane, Phone Main 1991

SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES.

Nl\flﬂllﬂ OF OREGON

JUNE 28 TO JULY 31, 1008

Courses In Blology, Cham n
S e

WAIVEEATY W S, Sharne, sases

SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES

WRIT
The Sechool that Places

OLME;

BUSINESS COLLEGE

WASHINGTON AND TENTH STREETS
PORTLAND, OREGON

E FOR CATALOG
You in a Good Position

Largest, best, most thorough a
west of the Mississippi River. Thr

his line and has had ACTUAL
call or write for catalogue "A."
I. M. WALKER, President.

as can fill. Graduates all employed. Each teacher is an expert in
JUSINESS experience, If interested

nd up-to-date Business College
ee times as many calls for help

0. A. BOSSERMAN, Secretary.




