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\\ 1! Sdbid (Bt Louis world's fuir, the produce of the company was awarded a | The bonts earry ice on board and the salmon are taken care of in
1 Astoria the Home of the number of I!rfn. p{'im ufnd gold medals, Bf]lllﬂ of thfz hrands th!!y put |the keenest manner, They are rapidly brought to the canneries where
: {up nre the Gill Netters' Best, a fancy article, the Cooperators” Best, | g large foree of men are engaged in eutting up the fish, placing them
p Salmon lﬂdlldtl'y of the World. | alwo f_"""}'. und the Golden Anchor, a l:“"“:“ ua!mu'n.‘ | in tins, cooking them in patent ovens, and preparing them for all parts
B0t ttttttt sttt sottt bt sbits | Of ull the fish caught on the Columbia the Chinook salmon easily | of the world. The despateh used in taking the fish from the river until

tukes first rank, The Steelhead salmon comes seeond in quality and

BTORIA and the surronnding section hux the unique distinetion
E of being the poor mun's *““Utopin,"* beenuse of its great fishing
industry which is known the world over,  The salmon industry of the
Columbin hus been n by-word on the west const for generations and
will last for generstions to come,

Here the poor mun enters into business without eapital, he has no
naster and is his own boss,  During the fishing season thousands of men
engnge in the fishing business on the percentage bosis without any out-

quantity, the Silversides, third, the Bluehacks, fourth, and the Tules, or
Dog salmon, ifth, The run of Chinook salmon commences about the
firnt of April and lasts until September 30, the Silversides running about
the sume period,  The Steelhend salmon commences to run shout the
heginning of the rainy season in the fall, lasting about two months,
There are plenty of other fish in the river and off its mouth. There
ure the sturgeon, shad, smelt, catfish, tom cod, black bass, herring,
dounders, perch and carp. The total number of fish taken on an average

luy beyond n small fee for a fishing license und enough to hold him over

% from o half to a million pounds yearly, Not much effort is being |

for a fow days, “The mun with o few hundred dollars becomes independ- | put forth townrd the eatehing of these fish, however, as the salmon
ent in one senson by muking the purehase of u fishing boat and a net, at| hrings such large profits that ordinary profit is not a big drawing
an expenditure of not less than three huondred dollars, [card nlong the Columbia. '

Yenrs ngo the fishing on the Columbin was mostly done by men who | The salmon canneries on the Columbia River and at Astoria are
dropped into this section, worked a few weeks or months, and than | pumbered by the dozen. While the Union Fishermen's Packing Com-
passed on to other fields of labor and entorprise,  Today the fishing is | pany is the largest, there are numerous others almost a8 large and which
done by men who live in Astoria and other eities along the viver all the | employ thousands of men. Some of them furnish boats and gear to any
yenr avound.  They are men of families who have become independent | fishermen desiring them in exchange for a percentage of their catch,
s long ns the fishing lasts, which will be for many years to come. Some | but this is not practiced so extensively us in former years, when the
of them are men engnged in other work such as farming, earpentering | fishermen only eame during the salmon run and went to other seetions
and like occupations, who spend the season on the river fishing when | during the rest of the year. Nowadays, the fishermen own their own

~

they are not busy at their own trades,

Salmon fishing on the Columbia is the only oceupation of the kind
in the world where from four to five thousind men work for themselves,
The product they seetre in the finest mont put into eans, and there is
no need to feed or enre for the stock from which this meat 1s seenred,
The average salmon erop on the Oregon side of the Columbin River
alone ix from 80,000,000 10 40,000,000 yeurly,

This enormous eateh nets to the eanneries and fishermen at this
point the sum of from $4,000,000 to %5,000,000 each year, half of it
going to the fishermen for the work of eatehing the salmon,  During the
present yeur the price pald the fishermen for theie salmon was from
five to six conts n pound,

To show how the fishing grounds ave practieally kept in the hands

outfits and when not engaged in the fishing business store their boats
ind engage in lumbering and farming during the closed season.

One of the grandest sights in the world is to see the fleet of seyeral
thousand fishing boats start for the mouth of the Columbia from the
numerons eanneries and wharves of Astorin, Nearly all the boats are
constructed with one large sprit sail and it is impossible to tell one boat
{from another more than 100 yards distant. Hundreds upon hundreds
of white sails flit to and fro ccanclessly upon the broad waters of the |
liny until it looks as though they would crowd each other out of the
vater,

The harbor at this point, however, is from seven to ten miles wide,
ind 15 miles long, and althongh the boats appear ¢rowded together, in
reglity they are not. There is plenty of room for them and many more

|
|
1

of the fishermen, one his (0 see the workings of the Union Fishermen's|
Cooperntive Packing Co,, ofeof the lnrgest institutions of the kind and |
probably the only one in the world,  This concern has the interests of the
tishermen ot heart fiest and last. Tt also has the preservation of the |
voung fish in mind all the time, while entehing the larger fish

As o model for other eanneries and fishing eompanies to follow, it
oxeells oll others, and if the others followed suit the eatel of salmon
wonld inerease grently ench vear, as it allows all the small fish to go up
the river to spawn each yenr until they are big enongh to cateh,

This comprny was incorporated an 1897 with the name of the
Union Fishermen's Cooperative Packing Company and o the same
In
19i4 cold storage was added to the plant and in 1906 an addition was

year built o eannery with an inelosed space of S6.670 square feet,

built to the eold storage, inereasing the aren 61,800 square feet, making
a total floor spaee of TIRATS foo
on the Columbin River, The business hos been inereasing <o that it
will be necessary to build o new warchouse, two stories high, 10051060

This makes it the largest cannery

feet this vear
The eompany issned 300 sharves ot ®100 eacl, which are now all

sold,  The corporation works on the co-operative plan, so that ench

shareholder has only one vote, regardless of the number of shares held |.

by him, The profits are divided amongst the fishermen aceording to
the number of pounds of salmon delivered by each of them during a
genson.  The stockholders do not get any profit except six per cent in-
terest, which is paid on the stoek each year. Fishermen owning shares
in the company, but fishing for the company, are treated alike with
reference to the division of profits,

When it first commenced, the company had 180 boats engaged in
eatehing salmon, and it now has 315 hoats, with 630 men employed in
the fishing alone.  With the 30 men employed in and about the ean-
nery, the total number employed amounts to 614 men.  Nearly all these |
men stay near the eity during the entire year and keep in touch with
the fishing constantly, The fact that each man is interested in the sue.
cos of the firm makes them first-class eitizens, and does away with the
need to hive an itinerant class of men to harvest the runs,

Only the genuine Columbia River Chinook salmon is packed by
his company. This king of fishes is put up in I-pound oval cans, half-

GILL.NETTING ON THE COLUMBIA RIVER.

new arrivals, With the era of the gasoline engine the more prosperous
fishermen have secured gasoline engines to propel their boats in place
of the sail. This enables them to get to the fishing grounds quicker
than their companions in the sail boats, and they don’t have to wait
for either wind or tide, New styles of fast boats are continually being
construeted and deep-sea eraft are beginning to show up in the fishing
industry,

The competition among the fishermen over selecting the places |
where the salmon are thickest has resulted in these modern fishing boats!
of speed and endurance in rough weather. The surf at the mouth of
the harbor has always been a dangerous spot for the small sailboats, but
the salmon are so thick there that the fishermen become venturesome. |
Those who are able are constructing boats which will enable them to |
fish in the surf and they become so skilfull with the small boats that |
it is a marvel to watch them in this dangerous spot. '

The eanneries all have large gasoline launehes which make regular

they are ready for shipment is marvelous, and has been brought down
to u seience of years of practice and new inventions.

The whole salmon industry of this part of the state is one of the
strongest drawing eards of the west among tourists and visitors to this
seetion, The simplieity of the operations on the river, the dispateh used
in eatching the big fish in thousands from the waters, the canneries
full of the red, fresh meat, nnd the carloads of eanned and piekled fiah
being shipped to all parts of the world form an industry of amazing
wealth and interest,

Salmon fishing has many classes of eitizens among its advocates.
Some of them are men of no edueation, some are fuirly well educated
and quite a number of them are college men. The latter spend their
summers fishing in the Columbia and earn enough in a few months to
put them through their courses of study at school or college. Even when
they have graduated some of them return to the ontdoor life with
pleasure while making enough by their efforts to give them a fair start
in life,

The industry has many sides to if, but there is no doubt that it is
an industry whieh is unlike any other in the world. It belongs to the
people of the west and to all who wish to enter it, There is room for
everybody apd every man stands the same show to make a competence
by outdoor labor. It is the friend of the poor man because it requires
little or no capital, and efforts ars heing made to keep it in the hands
of the people as their heritage, and not let it pass into the hands of the
corporate interests which kill ecompetition exeept among those who have
plenty of means, and who therefore ean live without taking this great
benefit from the hands of the man of small means,

The commanding element of this great business is the Columbia
River Packers' Association, a group of 11 great canneries, which, work-
ing in perfect harmony, under essentialy wise provisions of technique
and business, set the pace for the whole Paeifie Coast in the maintenance
and perpetuation of this enormous industry. The association has head-
quarters in Astoria, and with other eoncerns, maintains ecanneries
thronghout the Alaskan fisheries.

Astoria has nearly half a million of money in the Alaska salmon
fisheries at Nushagak, the officers, warehouses and men and ships being
loeated here, the latter going north each season for packs that pay well
and give employment to hundreds,

The Alaska Fishermen's Packing Company, with a capital of
$200,000, ix of the group of three concerns engaged here, and always

[ ontfit for a pack of 60,000 cases thongh there are seasons when they do

not get that limit. Last season they sent the American ship John
Currier north with 170 white men and 134 Chinamen, and the ship
was lost on the home trip, but all hands were saved and returned in
safety via Seattle. W, F, MeGregor, one of Astoria’s leading eitizens
is president of the company, E. P. Noonan serving as seeretary, with
P. A. Berglund as superintendent of the northern plant and business.
The steamer North Star. of this port, is the sea-going tender of the
Nushagak plant and the steamer Nuten serves the eannery there, The
men sent north are all praetical fishermen, and the business is eounted
une of the big factors in the commerce of Astoria,

The Columbia River Packers' Assoeiation, of which A. B. Ham-
moud is president; Samuel Elmore, vice-president, and George H.
George, seeretary and treasurer, stands for an investment of $150,000
in this behalf, and despatches its own ship, the St. Nicholas, each year
to the northern field, with an average return pack of 45,000 cases of
salmon. L. O. Belland of this city, is the company 's representative at
Nushgak, and he handles, as a usual thing, 90 white men and 100
Chinamen and Japanese; these men being likewise prineipally of As-
toria and its neighborhood. This eompany is among the great concerns
of Astoria and is capitalized at over $2,000,000,

The Alaska-Portland Packers' Association, with F. M. Warren as
president, and his son, F. M. Warren. Jr., as secretary and general
manager, has $125,000 invested in a Nushagak plant, and annually
sends 200 men there on their own ship, the Berlin, under the superin-
tendeney of G, A. Daley, and usually bring down a pack of from 50,000
to 55,000 eases.

The Alaska Red is the fish canght and packed there; and while it
3 an important commodity in the markets of the earth, it does not ap-

pound ovals, 1-pound talls, 2-pound nominals, 1-pound exports, 1-pound | .4 quick trips to “picking up'’ stations at various points around the proach the Royal Chinook of the Columbia, the finest fish that ever

flats, half-pound flats, ench kind with the plain or key attachments.
Sinee the erection of the cold storage plant the company has engaged
extensively in pickling salmon, An important feature of the work by
this model company is that the fishermen ave allowed to use only the
net with the large mesh, so that only the large salmon arve taken. Fish
are caught only with the gill net by this concern so that the pack is
of an unusually fine quality.

The output of the company has figured largely in the world’s fairs

imouth of the Columbia and along its banks, These stations are made

convenient for the fishermen to dispose of their catch withont the neces- |
sity of sailing their boats to the canneries. The launches supplied by
llu'- cunneries do this for them. On each launch there are scales for
the weighing of the fish and the men running the boats keep 1rm-ki'

of each fisherman's catch, L

and at the Lewis and Clark exposition.  Both at the latter and the
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SCENE IN A SALMON CANNERY AT ASTORIA,

swanm.,

Thus it will be seen that Astorin in her quiet way eontributes
largely to the commeree and general utility of mankind, and is entitled
to the friendliest consideration of all men seeking a new home, an-
other investment and the peace and welfare whereof all men are in
search,

TONS OF SALMON READY TO BE CANNED.




