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CHAPTER M.

The nest morning the great bronwe
doors of the Ubrary had searcely
woung opeu for the admfission of the
publie whin wy friend bogan the as-
oont of the sthlrs, his golden noble In

his pocket wpd his beart full of
hope, 'Why In It that we so often per-
ecolve Intultively or Inatingtively the
approsch of physical perdl nsud yet
Bavo no premonition of the coming of
the morn) extaclysm ¥

Bearborough woe on friendly torma
with the lbenrlag whom be had
knowd fog spviedl yoars, As an habl«
tue of the plage ha also had a spepk-
tng noqunintance with severnl of the
assistants, custodinns and other em-

ployoes; henco when  he  requested
pormisslon 1o examine ghe parklening |
tray In which roposed t ﬂmj af

which he was In quest it Wis mﬂlu
granted,  Retiving to an alcove In
which there was a strong Hght be
engerly commenced the comparison of
his troasare with the plece whose gen-
wloenoss was nhguestionsd, Ho bhad a
powerful wagnifylog gloss and made
goplous notes. ~ In nbhoutenn hout he
Bad satisfiod slmselt thit he had ngt
been misiakin pod peepfired to leave
the bulldlng. No one bad come into
the  alcove while he had been there
with the exception of the atténdant,
who had, as required by regulation,
Joltered abont within sight, Elated
at the success attending hils Investign.
tlon, Jack was, perbapy, o trifle care-
Jesn in his bandling of the colo en:
trusted fo bim. At all pvents, he
dropped It on the floar. He at once
cnlled - the assistant and, telllng him
what he had dono, naked him to aid
him in his search. The man, whose
pame was Golson, readily assented,
and for balf an bour both men care-
fully sought for the missing coln.
Creeping about on thelr hands and
Knoes, they explored every square luch
of the floor, risipg the edgos of the
cocof malting wherever practicable,
but all du yaln,  Had the noble boen
absorbed Into the atwmosphere ke ay
odorless, colorless gus It could pot haye
Alsappearsd wore  completely, At
length ihey abandoned the quest and,
thilng to thelr feef, Inoked at each
ether, Jnck with nn expresslon of
daged despalr, Golson with a look of
keen, cold distrust.

“Mr. Scarborough,” sald  be,
I8 n very unpléasant affalr,”

“Decldedly 0, nssented Jack.

“Of . gourss - you can Whderstand,”
Golson went on, “that under the elr
cumstances 1 have no alternative. A
valuable eoln has disappenred from a
tray which was under your sole con-
trol at the tiwe.  You must pardon
me, but | am forced to summon the
officer on guard to take you to the 1
brarian.”

My friend stared at him in a help-
lexaly bewlldered sort of way. To de-
mur would haye begn worse than use-
lets; to submit fo the disgruce was the
only coupse open to hlm,

On reaching the office of the Mira-

rian, that fupctionary, after lstening
to Golson's report, conducted Jack in-
to a wmall lnper roow, requesting the
representative of the law to remaln
outside the door, which he cloged.

“Mr, Scarborough sald be, “1 am
Inexpressibly pained. I make no in-
slouations, but you can readily see that
& porsonal search must be made, Prob-
ably you would prefer (o ewmpty your
pockets voluntarlly In wmy presence to
submitting to the indignity at (ke
bands of the officer. If, as [ folly ex-
pect, the noble doss unot appear any
where about your clothing, you leave
this bullding without the shadow of a
staln."”

Unbapypy Scarborough! At this sug-
gestion, wade In the kindllest manner,
he copld feel the clammy perspiration
standlog on hls hrow [n great beads,
for, in fear that his coln might not be
genulne, be had sald nothing as to his
motive for examining the specimen in
the library. Had he explained his ob-
Ject at the outwet and exhibited his
pseudo duplicate to Mr. Pope, the L
brarian, 108 presence in’ his pocket
would be elearly enough explalned.
But now who would belleve hiwm?
What a gausy story the truth would
appear.to bel But there was no es
chpe.

“Mr, Pope™ (nnd he spoke slowly and
with evident agitution), “I have ln my
pocket ulmost o precise copy of the
coln which 1 hove unfortunately, but
fonocently, lost. I came here this
morning  meeely to compare my  coln
with yours My noble Is In my pocket,
T will peodice It, lind from the bottom
of my benct I wish that I could pro-
duce yours as eanlly.”

Mr, Pope'd face afforded wrare ntmly
of confliciing emotions, * Plty and in- |
dignation seemed to be struggling for
gscendency In -uls soul, He finally
compromiseid on doubt, yet the mental
tension to which he was subjected wus
shown In his volee when he sald: “Mr,
Bearborough, yaur stntement s, to say
the least, redirkables On ts face it
f8 Ineredille, WU you, kindly show
me thia duplleate?”

Perhapa uncousclously bhe Injected a
parcastie mmphisls (nto his enonela-
tion of the word “duplieate.” Juck felt
be was n rulned man.

“Certainly, Mr, Pope,” he answ ered,
without hesitntion, dtnwing his own
coln from his pocket and pincing it be-
fore the skuptionl odiclal,

The latter took 0 wonovle from his
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drawer and examingd the plece clors:
ly oo both sides for several minutes,
Jack waltiog with the patience of &
tm whip expocts his quivering norves

b6 cautetied @t any moment by an
electric curtent.

At longth Mr, Pope lald aside his
glane and fAxod hin eyen on the puta-
tive culprit,

“Did you," he querled, "dlscover Any
poluts between oxr ‘noble’ and your
‘duplicate? "

“None whatever except a slight do
pression wn the obverse #lde and a
nmaller dipmetor: In my specimen at

certalh poluts. ine, for all that
I could see, they Were substantially
Idmﬁnh"

Ibrarinn  was déeply. moved.
ru-r pdeing the floor once or twice ho
:mnu: turned upon Hie beel and

18 prisoner with the peremp-
tory mequost, Lot me sos your knife."

Jock produced It

“An 1 thought, It contalns & flle
blade of finely tempersd stesl, Boar-
borough,” be went on, “1 have known
you for several years. I am old enough
to e your futher, and | want to treat
you as 1 ahould wish another man to
treat my son under like clrenmstances.
All ‘enthuniagtic collectomm are, In &
sense, mobomaniaes. [ cAn see e
morse=no, | mean regret—written
upon your face now. Admjt that an
overmustering Influence momentarily
overeumo your reasou and for a siogle
lnstant clonded your consgience. Own
that your allegel ‘dilplicute’ of so rare
n plece 18 the coln which you pretended
to have lost upd which you have per
hitps filed, with n view to destroyin
its ldeutity, and 1 give you my word
thnt what has transplred between us
Just now sholl never pass my lps. 1
will disimles the officer, 1 will even
undertake that the colo shall be luek-
lly found nnd restored to ita plice.
And, more than that, you shall not
lose my friendship. I-myself can un-
derstand the strength of temptation,
for, though It bas never happened o
assall me Just aa It bas you today, |
have sinned In ways that have been
perhaps Jess excusable.”

The volee of the ol man was tremu-
Jous. - Hig ayes wero molst, and a8 he
eonsod spenking he lald his hand gen.
1y upon the shoulder of the wgn whom
Lie believed to Bave been detected In a
grave crime,

Jack appreciated the nobllity of char
acter which underiny his words and at
the same time percelved that there was
n way to escape the impesding thuy.
derbolt, whose fall seemed Inevitable.
That the geld noble that be Lad drop-
pid would be ultimately recovered he
had wo doubit. In that event Mr. Pope
would discover that his suspiclons had
been 111 formded, and his own reputa
tion would be clearsd. But should he,
Jack Searborough, whose life bhad bith.
erto been blameless except In so far
ns o few of the minor escapades of
ebulllent youth might have east a Hght
ghadow ncross It, confess bimself o
thief? Never! Rather—yes, a thou.
sand times—arrest and arralgoment,
the handeulfs and the grated door.

The Nbrarian had left him to himsolf,
seemingly trusting to the volce of the
culprit's consclence. He stood gazing
out of the window, through which arose
the confused clamor of the street be-
low, where wealth and peoury, virtue
and crime, bope and despalr jostled
ench other In an |1l assorted crush of
humanity.

At the sound of Bearborough's volee
he turned around,

“Mr. Pope,” sald Jack, “do not think
that I underestimate your kindness, [
ean never forget It, and I thank you

for your wel) meant omer. But [ have
spoken the Mteral truth. I have noth:
Ing to say (n variance from my orig
inal statement.”

“Then you force me to the most bit-
ter task of my life. Bcearborongh, 1
knew  your mother In her glrlhood,
Nothing but chance prevented our mar
ringe. You are her veritable Image,
For her sake I long to save her son,
Think I am willing te do for you what
I belleve I would do for no man on
earth oxcept her son; for I have seen
no other woman whom [ eared to man
ry. But If you persigt In your obstl
nate refusal of my offer I must hand
you over to the police. 1 must. The
cnse agnlost you 1§ too plain to admit
of question. The officer Is waiting at
the door. Do you still reject the one
avenue of pseape?”

Jack wus more deeply moved than he
enred to show; but his self respect re
talned Its ascendency.

“Mr, Pope,” and his volee was firm,
L. did not know that you had. ever
been a friend of my mother, but If you
| were my father you could not puorsunde
mo to the confession of & crime: or
‘which T am Innocont.”

“Phen I must do my duty, at an:
personinl cost” . And, throwing opes
the door, be beckoned the pollceman
to enter. | “Offcer," snld he, “this in
your prisoner. I will accompany you
to the station and prefer charges.”

Betore belng lotked In a cell Jaek
obtained | permission to communicats
with his friends, A messenger was
dispatched to my office, and 1 lost no
time in golng to the station, He was
armigned the next
walving a prellminary examination,
wan beld to awalt the actlon of the
grand jury In bonds of $2,000, Ball
was promptly furnlshed, and we left

feel sure that the gold plece that you

‘on the atand, and If you really prefer

morning and, |,

the courtroom together. In profound
sllence we rode to my ofice, whete we

ot gown ™ talk ovol the llllllﬂ.

. “Grabam," sald my friend, “this fs
the terrible thing that could pos-
sibly have happened to me, Burely
there cnn be no doubt that the gold
plece that 1 so unluckily dropped will
bo found apd this Lorrible muddle
gleared up?

“I hope so,” T replled. "It seema
almost morally certaln that the coln
must be found, but'-

“But what?' he Interrupted wltll
foverish engeruess,

“Well,” sald 1, speaking slowly, not |
wishing to add to his suffering and
yot anxious that be should realise !
his position In all Its gravity, “In the
first place, we can't tell how soom it
will be found, Inssmuch as Mr. Pope
fools fully ussured that he already has
the ‘noble’ belonglng to the lbrary In
his possession Lo Is not iikely to fnsth

tute any further search for ft. It ersling Captain A, 1. Higgins her master

stoms to have worked fiself fnto some
decldodly out of the way corner,
whors It may not attract attention for

“Offtcer,” said he, “this s your prisoner.”
& long time to come, And then, be-
sldes, who knows by whom It may be
found? It s altogether within the
range of possibility that it may be dis-
covered by some dishouest person who
may surreptitiously appropriate it to
his own use. Of course, I am only
suggesting contingencles which may
occur. But it Is better to Jook at the
sltuation from different standpojnts.”

“Yes," he assented with a heavy
ulgh, “I see., But then” he added
quickly, “l can prove that 1 did ac-
toally bave n doplieate before 1 anked
T examine the speelimen &t the -
beury. ‘There is the plowman from
whom I bBought it,  And 1 showed it
to Agnes. Aund you yourself saw it*

1 knew that by “Agnes” be referred
to hls Hancee.

“When did yob show it to Miss Eth-
erldge?" 1 asked,

Heo colored slightly ns he answered
that be had stopped at her bhouse for n
few moments ob his way home from
the traln the evening he had returned
to the city.

“The testimony of the plowman,” !
sald, "ought to be valyable unless the

Jury should chance to belleve that his |

story was Ingenlously coutrived for the
occnslon, which is not likely. My own
evidence, 1 fear, will not ald you very
waterlally, for, although of course 1

thowed mwe closely resembled the one

which you dropped on the foor of the |

alcove, 1 know It only because yon
yourself have told me so. 1 only
glanced at it casually and cannot now
recall a single one of its sullept fen-
tares, except that it lnd a head and
Inscriptions with which 1 was and am
wholly unfamiliar, This wonld welgh
very lttle against the positive Identifl-
eatlon of the plece taken from your
pocket by the Ubrarian. But perbaps
Miss Etheridge exnmined it more care-
fully.”

Yhe did!” he exclaimed “We look-
od at It together, and I explalned the
Inscription to her.
it, 1 feel sure, and then what will be-
come of the prosecution¥”

I could not find It in my heart to add

anotier straw to the load that bhe was
carcying, so I sald, “Yes, that ought
to make a strong cuse” Aud then [
neked, “Now, whom do you want to
defend you?
' JInck stared at we. “Why, whom
should I want but you? he asked.
*Youn personally know the facts, and
‘who ¢lse would take so deep an Inter-
eat in vindicating my innocence

“Dear old boy," 1 replied, “nothing

will ever happen that éan weaken our |

friendship. I merely want to be of the
utmost possible service to you. The
only question Is, How ocnn | accomplish
that? If I had only serutiniged that
unlucky gold coln more closely, prob-
ably 1 could do you much good as a
witness, and you know an advocate
shonld never be n witness for his own
client except as to some mete teelinl-
cal matter of forn. However, as It is
I Qno*t thlele T conld do you any good

me to an experienced attorney In erim-
Lnn! caos I sholl certalnly do all that |
I cun
*Ihen that's, settled,” he sald, “and
as to exporience, 1" hiven't the slight-
t fear on that score. And, Graham,
n't ask for delay, My nequittal 1s ns

certaln as my breath, pnd 1 want this
Incubus lfted a5 soon @8 possibie. And
pnow, as F-didn't sleep n wink last

night, I

8 Dan®
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'Take LAXATIVE BROMO Quinfne Tab-

She could describe |

e

prosecuting attorney canmnam
of Inculpatory elreumstances around
Innocent men, Nor did he know any-
thing of the whimalcallties of the aver-

petit jury. But I had not the
heart to disturb his confidence. '

Coontinued fn tomowow's Astorian.
EXONERATE CAPTAIN,

SAN FRANCISCO, Nov. 20~The
loeal Board of Steambost = Tespectors |
handed down Its declsion yesterday in|
the coso of the burnlpg of the steam
schooner Berkeloy off Poing Conception,
on the morning of November 14, exon

and all Mie officers, from any charge of
negligenoe.  The vessel was valued at
§75,000.

T0 CURE A COLD IN ONE DAY

leta. Druggiste refund money if it fuils
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on each box, 25,
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and Calentla. The price paid for the : <
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the man m amrls that a B
Standard Equitable Policy
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would be of no value o
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That is the man who - 1
needs fo be seen by an '
enlightening EQU1TABLE
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Cures Bitiousness, Sick Cleanses the system g

Headache, Sour Stom-

ach, Torpld Liver and

Chronie Constipation.
Pleasant to take

Laxative Frait Syrup

F. T. Laruin, Owl Drug Store.

thoroughly and clears
sallow complexions of
pimgles and blotches. i

Itis suanntnd i '
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Pineules . ;s

30 days' treatment for $1.00.
guaranteed or money

b%;ve I'll go and try to have

FRANK HART'S DRUG STORF
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A dose at bed time usuﬂ-
ly relieves the most severe
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