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WINTER DEVASTATES

Railroad and Telephone Com:
panies Make Preparation

R ]

SYSTEMS GET OVERHAULING

Stormy and Wind Cause Transportation
and Communication Companies Much
Trouble and Expense—Large Crows of
Men Kept in Touch for Emergency.

Boston, November 23, 1007,—~Now I
the time when, all over the country, the
transportation lines and communloating
systoma are “tautening things up” for
the winter. The seanon of mennce for
them in at hand, Before another month
wind and snow and sleet and lee will
have put an embargo on the work of the
track layers and line bullders, and the
omergency mon will be on duty. Each
rear our North Amerlcan winters cost

o rallroads kngd the telephone and ele:
graph oo hundreds of thousanda
of dollwts,'wad when we have a weason of
the “good old-fashioned kind" the dam:
age runs up Into the milllons. If It
were not for remarkable organization
and ingenuity the annual lows, not alone
to those who oporate public service but
to those who depend upon it hourly In
businesy and personnl life, would greatly
exceed even these enormous figures,

8o late every autumn while the last of
the season’s construction work ls being
hurrled through before frost comes,
there ls a general overhauling. Dusy
gangs are set fo work rebulldlng the
suow sheds along the rallways. tighten-
Ing bolts and braces on the bridges, re-
newing whatever shows slgn of wear
which might prove disastrous In stress
of storm, And the construetion men of
the telephone companies, In one place
finishing up new linea to give communi-
cation to some corner of the world
hitherto Inmecessible by wire, or to in-
ereane the already thick-clustering wires
are, In another place, resetting poles,
tighenlog guys, renewing cable, restring:
Ing cirouits, or whatmot, to reslit mo
far as human ingeiuity can the strain
of the hard months to come.

Bince the days of the pioncers there
bas boen no more plcturesque life, per-
haps, than that of the telephone line
builders. It in & curlous mixture of
gypsy wandering and the most exacting
sort of practical work with such ingen-
{oun ‘and perfect tools an fow industries
employl  ™Hardy, rough-andqready fel-
lown,these—"diggers,” who prepare the
holea into which poles are to be set; the
“guinera” who #'rip the big timbers of
thelr bark and fit the cross.arms to
thelr places; the “pole setters” who
swing the big tapering sticks into up-
right position; the “bankem” who press
the earth closely about the base of the
pole until it stands firm and troe; and
the "wire stringers” who, with their
strange looking reel wagons pull the
strands of hard drawn copper over the
oross arms where the linemen attach
them skilfully to the insulators. There
Is a small army of them—aaveral thou-
sund in all—constantly moving about
he country, lving here in hotels and

Fhouses, thare jn tents, and yon.
de® in truins of ears that tumble oblig:
ingly scross the open country, caréless
of romibed, rails or locomotives oven of
the highways ordinary wheel-traffie
weeks,

Naturally, it is In the greal expenses
of the West—especlally of the North-
west and  Southwest—that the tele-
phona construction car bas come Into
use, For miles and miles there the com-
municating lines are earried through
prairie and desert where there la soarce.
Iy a habitation and almost never a fit
hostelry, The horses required for the
Leavier gonstruction work also glve mo-
tive power for the crow's living quarters,
There are sleoping cars, with double
tires of bunks on either side and rall-
way lamps swinging above the alsles be-
tween; dining cars, with a cook's gallay
in one end and in the others a long table
that serves for feasting, and, in the
evening hours, for the gatherings of
good fellowship; and tool cars—all low
got, brond-tired vehicles, heavy but not
too hard of draught.

To meat emergencies promptly and
@fficiently the Bell system has An organ-
feation Nttle known but remarkable in
completeness and mobility, Tt would be
neither economionl nor otherwise feasible
to keop a large number of big emergency
crows fn walting for there Is never any
tolling where “trouble” Iy going to strike
next. Bub in its regular forces—some-
thing more than half of the 07,000 am-
ployees are men— the Bell system has
ready at all hours expert workers who
can be hurled snywhere there s need
o sugment the local “brouble men” In
imo of an unusual demand. The Amer-

joan Telephone and Telepraph Company,

which operates the national long dis-

tanoe service, and therefore has plants

all over the United States, ltlnhﬂ.l.h\ld

store houses In about fifky of Bie larges
oftlow, and ‘hese serve as emergency
headquarters, in additlon to the provis
tors, and all other accossories for repale

| to take care of itk own termitory,

I storerooms and yards are supplies
of pules, ‘eable, wire, orowa arms, lnwula:
tora,and all other accesnorles for repalr
work, Clowe at hand are kept trucks and
horses ready to “rush” whatever Is call.
ol for to the penrest rallrond station at
any hour of day or ulght, Frequently
specinl tralns are chartered for tran-
aporting materlals over long distanees,
And whey the “trouble shooters® have
boen brought as close to thelr work ws
the rallfond can take them they (ind
In waiting teams to enrry them the rest
of the way,

Preparedness is the motto of the Bell
englneers, The whole country Is mapped
out In dstricts, ench district studied
onrefully for every detail of transporta-
tlom, " of housing men and animals, of
providing rations and minor supplies,
it is not unusal in special emergenclos to
hring re-enforeements from  eondlderable
distances. In the ense of a blizzard de.
vastating a large aren In the West, for
Instance, emorgency crews have been
brought from east of the Allsghanies,
while floods and wind storms in the
East have more than wonce beon ithe
cause of the calling of asalstance from ax
far away as Chlago,

Avtdved In strange territory, the chief
of the emergency gang is not wholly
without knowledge of loeal eonditions,
Sitting in his bastily improvised head-
quarters he spreads before him a map
that gives the location of every pole
and wire in the field of eperations and
draws from his pocket a book that in-
forma him where among the townsmen
or farmers of the neighborhood teama
oan be secured, food and lodging for
the men_ engaged, extra laborers hired,
if they are needed, and many others de-
talls. All the necessary appliances are
at hand and the work of reconstructing
the ecircults proceeds with amazing
rapidity yer without the slightest con-
fuslon. Iy may be months before the
plant can be restored to its original per-
foctlon, but it is a question of only
hours, uvless in extrnordinary cases,
before comimunieation is resumed, and
generally within two or three days all
ill difects have been removed so far a8
the subseribers’' service shows,

It is an effeclive organization, this,
Instavces could be mulliplied almost
indefinitely. When o cpplone nearly
swept out of existence the thriving Mis-
sinalppd ity of Meridian it left the
publie service wires there in a confused
tangle. Half the telephone lines were
in trouble. It was up to the Cumber-
land Telephone Company to put its sys-
tem in order again as soon as possible,
and over the few clrenita which still
connevted Meyidian with the outside
world assistance was summoned from
other points in the Mississippl Valley.
Within forty-elght hours after the
storm the lovul service was entirely
tehabilitated and mpid  progress  was
belng made in getuing all the long
distance lines into working condition
again,  Last sumer, fire Jis-
troyed more than hall of the famous
vaeation resort at Old Orehard Beach,
In Malne, with the certainty that there
wonld be extensive demands upon the
locwl seyviee men from the offices of
the New England Telephone and Tele-
graph Company in the neighboring ecities
of Portland and Biddeford weie rushed
to the scene of trouble sud with very
little help from farther away put the
damaged telephone plant into servicealile
shape before the night was past,

Just an the subway in New York City
was pearly completed a fire occurred in
one of the downtown subway stations
which reached the telephone conduits
mnl rn!lrr.-'ly ent off from evervihing
the “Cortlandt” exchange, ono of the
biggest and most imporiant central
offices In the world. The damnge was
very considerable, but such are the re
sources of the New York Telephone
Company for ¢oping with inishaps that
all repairs were made and complete
connections restored within twenty-four
hours Again, at the time of the Kan-
sun City flood of half a dozen years age
the Missouri and Kansas Company’s
servico was not only altogether dis
abled, but it was restored to effective-
neas mainly by the local forces in sur-
prisingly short time. The San Franm:
olsco earthquake demolished much of the
praperty of the Pacific States Company.
as it was then called, in the metropolis
af the Golden Gate; but really marvelous
work was dome fin . restoring service in|
the days immediately following the
calamity, and the rush in which a brand
new switchboard was put together for
the principal exchange of the stricken
elty 1s still well remembered by experts
of the Weatern Electrio plant in Chln.ago
who had the job in hand

when

BUSINESS RIVALRY,

Steel Magnate Strikes New Keynote in
+ This Respect.

—

NEW YORK, Nov. 88.—E. H, Gary,
chairman of the directorate of the U. 8.

Steel Corporation, has struck a new and
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remarkable keynote in respect to busi-
he was reviewing the speech he made
here recently to representative steel and
iron mn, Mr. Gary is quoted as saying:

“T'oo miny men have learned too late
that the friendahip of the public und the
confldence of one's competitors are the
most desirable elements in businesa.

“I wani to see how competitors sue-
ceed, It Is the policy of the steel cor-
poration not to crush ecompetition by
falr or foul means. The steel teust
tontrols about 80 per cent of the ateel
and iron business of the United States,

and there is no intention of enlarging

that control. Wae believe conditions will
be better wth healthy rivalry.

“It is clear that the U. 8. Bteel Cor-
poration with fits extensive resouces
could use its glant strength, like other
corporations to ersub competition. But
in the end would the game be worth the
candle? The corporation would become
an object of attack. In my judgment
such a policy would be the undoing of
our eorporation in which billions of dol-
lars are invested.

MAXWELL STILL IN JAIL.

NEW YORK, Nov. 22.—Howard Max-
well, the indieted former president of

the Borough Bank of Brooklyn, unable
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to secure bondmen ns security for him
in the sum of $30,000, and he was com-
pelled to ‘remain today In jail
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Baptist.
Sunday school, 10 a, m.; sermon, 11;
Christian culture choir, 6:16 in the
evening. No sermon in the evening,

Capital $100.000

Made in New York

HEN you go to New York you know :

ou 3;?11 g‘s:a}e the best dressed men ‘

in the world. | Sy
You can be as fashionably attired as any ,.,F-l

. New Yorker if you
| MHled feniamin® @ AV VR

wear Benjamin
Clothes.

Wesell the same Clothes in this City that
Alfred Benjamin & Co. make for their
Fash:onable New York Customers.

id3 y1ove bok

COI‘I‘ ect ClOtheS fOI' M mwgaﬂnsdT

1A NV A
eauoni

Exclusive Agent Here.
T nisM

The Bmm“lﬂ lwmmusgs :[naﬁ
11 1208 2000000

Bﬁﬁ

WIHT SJTHIAN (IM
1 S&VIS IAT 0T
AlJ2 10 WI0d anry

#3190

eTun

awil mi sxi® ﬁsﬂl

o gnbstasy glnd
Liad al duo
T 79/ Din FeaaA JI0,

[ t
iy S

iy el e goiwold anw 1A
L

KING - OF' CU

B 'il[ur- soronn e mad adi 1o

THE WONDER W!

FOR

Hmrl' |

o ot nmob | wuld ynmnu ainbs ¢
bood s=gllisd & do 1 wlie pl 0088 wuidad
wanns el ot o : 109 10 dpef lnnoite” ssiif ads

o &l gldenomitiop ail) Jod 3 anm!mni 0! bebasnorg cod! wadT .02% 1
alig i A ., {1 gaitbalt ad3 yd boonobive el 2a Jood
1 had t.h debilitating coughr @’ m&rta!"m leveér gfffftted w&,ul frients expecttld that -
bed it would 1 be for ! Qur 'dottor gy dase’ frquiable;!

inh\"K “New nwra? 'lired: sorcdmpletely that I'am .«

ﬂm& red) eidD ditw byriuoe bna snily
il gulnays Jesl grinwis §

IEMN‘!’

figes

o

06 2169V benbnud ow!

“Price 506 and SI 0q,

uqot] aflyp 4 l.nr tn"s skl gmm{

jliy




