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Jammes Hosslor wak in hard Noos, - For
ten days he had patiently willed  for
John Meldior's orithelsm of bis MMS.

“There's your HoveR 1 ve read IL"

Wellr

“There's no use of my trylng to let
you down easy, Jimmy, 1 may as well
tell the truth, Itn only Atted o
read by the occupants of a Mioa
aylum."” .

thrust o knife lnto his bosom, Ho was
one of a lot of artists who luhabited
the same rookery and every man of
them on the verge of starvation,

“1 tall you what, Jim,"” contiuued the
apoaker, “F'm a practionl fellow at bot-
tom and have no bukiness with elther
art or litorature, 1 have a scheme for
working off thig stuff you've written on
a friend who Is a publisher. He's prac-
tieal too, I'm golng to see him"

“Do you want the manuseript?

llNo.'i

John Melcher, the merclloss friend-
eritle, went to the publisher and made
a proposition which Induced him to
publish “The Kims of Fire” Melcher
was to take charge of the lntn;l
of the hook tp the o in his o
wny. Mo roll lmplma': on the ;:l’
bers of hin gnng, who were to act as a
elaque under, his directipn. Hardly had
the book Deen issued when all of
them, having beon conched by Mol
cher, went in different directions,

Each stopped. upon passing o stand
of store where hooks are sold and ask-
od for “The Kiss of Fire” When told
that they had no copy of the book the
fnguirer would be struck dumb with
amasement and burry away., Before
nightfall of the first day there bad
been from half & dosen to &
tnquirles for_the novel In every .
shop in the city. Melgher hnd instroct-
od hin band to work the trumpeting
and the Inquiries among the book-
sellors with equal zeal, well knowing
that to “make a market” without pro-
viding a supply would be useless,

The booksellers gave small orders
for the book, and occasionally some
one to whom the gang sounded its
pralses bought one, Meanwhile Melcher
was not idle. He purwnaded n friend,
Oleott, who was the leader of a literary
club, to read the story. The reader’s
report upon it was, “For idiots, foola
and lunatics, the most remarkable
work of the century.” Melcher went
about telling all book lovers that Ol
cott had pronounced “The Kisa of
Fire" the most remarkablé work of
the contury, falling to mentlon for
what class of readers, Before Olcott
beard of his criticlam and had cor
récted 1t a number of people who were
ambitious of belng up In the literature
of the day had read the novel, None
of them conld undemstand why It was
remarkable, but since Oleott sald so
none of them dared say It was not
One Independent fellow pronounced It
“rot,” but the best “rot" he had ever
read. All young girls entering soclety,
Roaring of the commotion It was creat-

s of Flre
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Ing and assiinlog for thut reason the
book must be a model of lterary ex-
cellence, pronounced It “perfectly love-
Iy Then it was announced as “the
best seller of the woek."

Chocks began o come in from the
pubilisher. They were sent to Maelcher,
who spportioned them between the nu-
thor and his gnng. Thos encouraged,
the claque worked on. But further ef-
fort was not necossary, The flame had
been kindled, and if Melcher had led
them In an attempt to put it out they
could not have done mo,. It must burn
till the foel wan exhausted. The crit-
lew abused the book, lnvelghing agains
the deelime of literary taste, but they
were not heeded. Every one read and
tnlked about “The Kiss of Fire” Then
suddenly, at the end of three months,
the babel coased. Bverybody had read
the book aud was ready for the pext
wonder,

About this time the literary editor of
i prominent magasine fell 1l, and Ben
Hathaway, an understrapper, who took
cate of the books to be reviewed, hap-
pened on “The Kiss of Fire”' He read
It and was delighted with It It en-
tered his head to try his hand at writ-
fug a eriticism on it. He aid so, and
the criticlsm got Into the magasine be-
fore the editor resumed his post.

The late Robert Louls BStevenson
has wald In the p_uuu to one of his
books, *“We write to our friends, and
the publie pays the postage.” Now, it
happoned that Jimmy Hesaler, away
back of a pair of strange eyes far
down in that pecullar brain of his, had
some very singulur fancies—fancies
with which only a bralon en rapport
with his own would sympathize. In

m- W, when Hessler wrofe “The
re" he was writlng #t to
Hathaway. Hathaway in his eriticlam

spoke vory highly of the movel. He
could not explain it. Indeed, be dld
not fully understand it, for no two
bealns are alike In all thelr parts, He
contented himself with pralaing it
Nevertheless of all the criticlams writ-
ten on Hessler's work Hathaway's waK
the only gne emanating from a reader
who Bad "been In toueh with the au!
hpu'- fancles. How many readers had
been slmllarly sympathetic cannot be
determined. ¥

When Hatbaway's chict saw that the
: bad during his absetice been
committed to il Bpproval of “The Kis
of Fire" be fook to his bed agaln, but
not before he had discharged Hath-
away. The perlodical was looked up to
by a certaln clasé of literary paople as
a bulwark agalnst any work that
would not stand the test of criticlam
and suffered a severe blow In the eatl-
mation of those persons on account of
what they called “The Kiss of Fire®
Mander,

Hesslor s writing another novel,
which the publishers are “climbing
over one another” to secure for publls
cation, but what will be the fate of
his next work Is a problem of the fu-
ture. NORMAN D, WHITR.
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Cholos Wines, Liquors
and Cigan
Hot Lunch at all Hours
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STEEL
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Write us, we're here for that purpose

The Work We Do

An thing in the electrical Business, Bell's House Phones
installed and kept in repair,

We will be glad to quote you ket
OUR PRICES WILL DO THE|REST
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Experiments
Infants and

and allays Feverlshness, It
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ASTORIA, OREGON.

The Kind You Have Always Bought, and which has been

in use for over 30 years, has borne the signsture of
and has becn made under his per-
sonal supervision since its infaney.
Allow no one to decelve youin this.
All Oonnterfeits, Imitations smd * Just-as-good’’ are but

trifie with and endanger the health of
Experionce agalust Experiment.

What Is CASTORIA

Oastoria 1s s harmless substitute for Castor Ofl, Pare.
gorie. Drops and Soothing Syrups. It is Pleasant, It
contains neither Oplum, Morphind nor other Narcotie
substance. Its age is its guarantee, It destroys Worms

cures Diarrhea and Wind

mr&ﬂ“ﬁmu‘“’r«mm
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Stomach and Bowels, giving healthy

The Children’s Panacea~The Mother's Friend,

cznuine CASTORIA Atware

Bears the Signature of

and natural sleep.

' Tho Kind You 'Hhvulways B(;ught

In Use For Over 30 Years.

POINTED PARAGRAPHS.

A reasonsble probabllity Is the onl)
certainty.

Every man makes a good husband
for awhile.

The clothen don’t make a profession:
al nurse by n long shot.

_ Oecanlonally lmposition travels around
tiider the garb of friendahip. .

When a fuan says money will do
anything, that setties it; be hasn't agy.

The Boy who plays truant from
school mever has as much fun as he
anticipated.

Every day a man submits to soRy
Injustice he vowed yesterday he would |
pever stand. '

About the toughest thing that c‘nnf
happen to a man ls to go ~ountrary to
bls wite's jufgment und then make a
tallure.—Atchison Gilobe.

Nervous Now Yorkers.

“If anybody peeds to be convinced
that New Yorkers are a nervous lot, |
just let him peep under dining roow
tables at mealtime and see the posl
tion of the feet and he will have all
the proof he wants,” remarked the pro-
prietor of n popular restaurant. “Not
one persab In a Hundred sits with his
feet planted sguarely on the floor

while eatlng. Some twist their feet |
around the legs of tables and chalrs, |
some sit with them cromsed, others rest |
the feet on the tips of the toes, while
still others bear thelr whole welght
down on the heel, Blace it Ia only the
fintly planted foot that indlcates un |
equable temperament, It 1s easy to see |
what a nervous, Irresponsible crowd |
the army of diners out really l1s."-

New York Post. !

Discolored Neocks,
One of the common physical defects

ored neck, doe, It may be, to dyes from
the clothing or to bair lotions, pomades,
ete.,, which work down from the head.
Of course, barring the possibility of

ders. It Is well, however, before resort-
Ing to artificlal means, to see what hot
witer, a course wash cloth and plenty
of good soap will do In removing the
discoloration. It a mouth of this nat-
ural tredtment does not bleach the
‘neck anolut It dally with peroxide of
hydrogen., In case this lreritates the
skin a Jittle vasellne or sweet almond
oll may be rubbed in after the chemical
has drisd,
Baked Beans and Olive OIlL

To bake beans with olive oll Is the
fashlon among.those who are vegeta-
rlans and those who detest pork. The
Housekeeper says: "To some natures
pork In any shape s repugnant. For
those who do not relish it In baked
benns the followlng wuy of préparing
this popular dish s recommended as
belng edpeclally deliclous: Soak ope

/| pint of beans overnight. Parboll next

morning, nsing a little soda, 'When the

cover with bolling water, Add two ta
blegpoorifuls of ollve ofl and oue-fourth

salt, pepper and mustard. If liked very
sweet, add a hulf instead of a fourth of
& cupful of malasses.”

ok MER KND WOMER,
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to which women are prone is a discol- :

sunburn, the skin on the neck should |
have the same hue as that on the shoul- l

I

skin can be blown off eaally, dralp and |

of n cupful of molasses. Sprinkle with [;

AY STREET, MEW YORK OITY,

INTERESTING PAIR.

———
New York Labor Lealler and Daughter
Members of a Law Class,

NEW YORK, Nov. 22.—Joseph Baron-|

dess, the East Side labor leader, and

Marbel Barondess, his daughter, are an|

IRVING’S

| Apricot Brandy

NOTHING FINER
TRY IT

LATE FICT

589 Commercial Street

The Best Man........ ...ccocvnrea
The Lions Share
The Lone Star......com vorariins
Santa Fe's Partuer....... ... ...........Janirer
The Daughter of Anderscn Crow.......,

- : .Mec Cutcheor
he Mediator]........ e oo Steiner

SEE THE WINDOW
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l AMERICAN IMPORTING CO.

Frob bbb tb ittt

interesting pair of members of the
junior class of the New York University
Law School. The fact was brought out

upon the announcement of the ammual f

dinner of the class, whore Mr. Baron-
dess has been elécted president.
By day the father conducts an insur-

ance business. Until recently he was a |

leader in the Bocialist movement on the
lower Ewst Side, and ran for Comgress
on the Socialist tieket, Barondess left
the party after charging it with narrow
mindedness,
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E. A, HIGGINS CO.,
MOSIC BOOKS STATIONFRY
See the Window
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How to Get 100 per Gent. on

Your Money

Deposit it with the Equitable.
“He gives TWICE who gives QUICKLY."

2. The Equitable has given QUICKLY to
beneficiaries under maturing policies
upwards of $330,000,000,

3, Twice three hundred and thirty millions
is SIX HUNDRED AND SIXTY MILLIONS,

ostern Realty Co.,
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