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A NATION OF “SUCKERS!”

There is oue thing the government in-
quiry into the methols, business and
conditions of the Standard Qil Company
is doing, and that is, it's proving what
a mation of undiluted “suckers” we are,
the famous Yankees ineludel. It will
dawn on us some day, and.the day
should not be far distant, that, for a
supposedly bright, snappy, up-to-date,
wary, critically-business-like Jof, we are
just about the Jumbest bunch in crea-
tion; and it is not along Standard Oil
lines, altogether, for the same assinine
policy is pre-eminent all along the cor-
porate route of dealing. We have “stood
pat” with every conceivable swindle
th.l.t has been thrust out on us; we have
paid from 500 to 1000 per cent more than
our utilities have been worth, ungrudg-
ingly, stupidly, without thought of
popular protest or organic preventitive,
and have proven ourselves entirely
worthy of the vast blanket-robbery that
has been cast over us.

The crux of the evil lies in our legis-
latures and our courts. We have been
sending any, and every sort of man, but
the right sort, to our state assembles
and to Congress, to make laws for us,
and in 80 per cent of eleetive choices so
made, we bave been sold out to the cor-
porate kings of finanee, “lock, stock and
barrel.” And, when overtaken by the
consciousness, and resentment, of our
helplessness, we have appealed to the
courts, we have been sold out again, at,
practically, the same mtio.

There is not an American alive, to-
day, who should not thank God, hourly,
for the presence of such & man as Theo-
dore Roosevelt at Washington, sinee it
is to him, and the few honorable col-
leagues he has surrounded himself with,
we owe the cleaving wedge of adminis-
tration serutiny into this fearful and
widespread evil.

He has set the ball of retribution
rolling, and if the public hand and con-
science do not keep it rolling to the
very end of this shameful inquiry and
course of reprisal, then we are, idleed,
& nation of puppets and unworthy of re-
lief. He, or a man of his school and
achooling, must be kept in the White
House for years to come; and thenm, to
preserve the blessadness of our freedom
won, the same clean and masterful kind
must be kept there perpetually, to ward
us apainst our own pitiful weaknesses
and the re-establishment of the Jdominion
of sheer money,

It is a far ery from little old Astoria
to the great centers of trade and finance
and politics of the nation, but we send
it out in the vague hope it may meet
and blend with the same senmsibility,
elsewhere, and gathering volumne and
momentum and the mantle of a peoples’
power, may reach the geats of the
mighty and waken the forees of com-
mon justice to the profound duty of the
bour,
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i . THE MEASURE OF GUILT.
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The Oregonian, of Sunday last, in the
course of its editorial treatment of the
Reypolds murder case, takes the posi-
tion, most wisely snd carefully, that the
woman in all such matters is equally
culpable, in all phases of each case, from
the inciplent sign of preference she gives
the man who later becomes her pars-
mour and a party, one way or another,
to the murder that follows, with the
guiltiest member of the coterie. This
{s a timely and eensible departurs from
the old and long-bome doctrine that the
woman 5, by virtue of her sex, imniune
from the rigors of reaponsibility and
guilt, We are glad the expression has
been made so unqualifiedly and at such
influentia] source,

There is not o woman of legal years,
toduy, whose life has heen passed In or-
dinary contnet with civilized rules and
eonditions, who does not know, o & dot,

Iy mosdest woman; toward the verge of
dikaster; and to be marrind but accont-
ustes that knowledge and narrows the
limit of her venturing. .

We would not detract from the least
prerogative of good womanheod nor
deny a single olaim the sex holds against
our manhood by any right, be it ‘divinely
or humanly instituted; but as a point
of literal justice Letween people of equal
discernment and patent knowladge of
right and wrong, there is no feather-
weight of ddifferend® when the measuwe
of real guilt is assumeld. Soclety doos
well to cast about our girls and women
the megis of every qualification that
shall be construed in their defense and
to enforce the observamce of its every
dictate in this behall; until the woman
has voluntarily forfeited her right by
deliberately taking on the share of guilt
that falls to her by reason of her com-
plicity, for then she leaves the protec-
tion accondel her to take her chance
with the law she has offended. And, by
the way, it may be observed that the
law, in its dealing with women, is infi-
nitely more generous than the society
that is supposed to protect them prim-
arily, for the law, duly invoked and
justly administered, does acquit, does
pandon, does shield a woman thus be-
leaguered, but society, s such, is re:
lentless in its damuing.

A married woman is bereit of the
claim her single eister may present in
extenuation of such laches; and neither
is entitled to the weight of such a plea,
if they, having arrived at the yesrs of

® | discretion, stifle their instinetive wod:

esty, and enst themselves down.

Man, of course, i3 go universally, in-
nately, incorrigibly and invincibly bad.
that there is nothing left to say for
him. He has no pleas, and dare not
use them if he had. He is the incarna-
tion of all that is false in the usual ad-
justment of these grave questions.
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CUPID IN BUSINESS.

The head of a large clerical staflf com-
posed entirely of women said: “Though
they will not admit it nine girls out of
ten look upon the business world s a
mitrimonial field well worth éultivating.
Thousands enter it to find a husbgnd
and remain in it to avold needing one.

“Cupid does not find the average shop
or uffice o congenial atmosphere in which
to labor. Women who work shoulder
to shoulder with men have few illusions
left at the end of the first year. And
say what you will about the weakness
and ereduality of old-fashioned women,
it is not a kind hand that tears away
every illusion. With the departure of
certain ideals, women realize that cer-
tain reasons for their existence, certain
possibilities of happiness, have slipped
mit of her grasp. The girl who has won
her first little commercial triumph at
twenty-three does not realize this, but
the woman of thirty-three or forty-
three, who has drunk the full measure
of business success, does understand, and
suffers accordingly.”

Sall a woman who at a comparatively
young age has scored sucorss in a field
which few women enter: “At twenty-
fire I returned to my mnative village
from college. I had not decided on any
career, but when I got back to the
quiet town something palled upon me.
It wag the men! I had known them all
from youth—nice, prosaic fellows, anx-
ious to settle ilown under their respee-
tive ancestral roof-trees—and I fled the
sene, In a larger city, among tustling
business interests, I would find a con-
geninl mate. From the start T was a
business success, One small triumph
followed another, but I didn't marry.
[ found myself measuring men by their
business qualifications, and not by their
personal or domestle qualificntions. At
forty 1 woke to a realization that men
were no longer interested in me as a
weman, but as a dangerous business
rival, a person who needed to be watch-
od, n creature to be flattered, alas, not
because of her womanliness and femi-
nine charms, bul becsuse her influence
was valuable, Was T flattered at this

realizgation? No! I was farious, and I
have hated men cever since.'—Annn
Steess Richardson in the September

Woman's Home Companion.

RENEWING ELECTRIC BULES.

A pood deal of curfosity is occasioned
when visitors to & very high room or
auditorfum wonder how it is possible
to reach the imeaniescent bulbs when
they burn out. The explanation is the
uss of & long jointed pole, which can be
extended to a great length. At the up-
per end of the pole is & nolder, con-
sisting of wire fingers, which open by
pulling a string and close tightly around
the bulb by meana of strings, the mo-
ment the cord is released. When the
bulb is thus grippel the lamp changer
turns the pole and unserews the lamp—
From an illustrated articls in the Octo-
ber Popular Mechaics,

ieneral Robert E. Lee,

was the greatest General the worll had |
ever known. Ballard's Snow Liniwent |

is tho greatest Liniment Quickly cures
all pains. It is within the reach of all
T, H. Polnter, Hempstead, Texas writes:
“Thiy is to certify that Ballard's Snow
Linfment has been used in my bouse-
hold for years and bas been found to
be an excellent Liniment for Rheumatic
puing. I am never withoub it.
Bold by Frank Hart, Drugstore.
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WANTS ALL T0 HELP

Wilbur Newell Says School Chil-
dren Can Boost,

SEND LITERATURE TO FRIENDS

——

Enthusiastic Report on the State Fair
at Salem—Leaflets on Various Coun-
ties Should be Sent AUl Over America
by Scholars,

PORTLAND, Sept. 23,~The Oregon
State Fair last week  wad a  recond
breaker in point of attendance, and the
speed contests were the best in the
history of the Fair and aronsed cvin
more enthusinsm than when pools were
sold, The twelve new stables whioh
hounsal the splendid live-stock exhibit
werp visited by many thousands, there
being as many ladies as men present.

The displays of products of the soil
were up to those in quality shown at
the Lewis & Clark Exposition, an} the
crowds wete admirably handled.

The citizens of the great Harney
country have made an urgent appeal to
the people of all parts of the State to
make a specinl effort to visit Burns
October Sth to 12th, when their fair is
in session, and see the products of Ore-
gon's biggest county, An effort will be
made to send a delegation from Port
land. Artesian watet has been found at
a depth of less than three hundred fect
in Hamey Valley and the people are rt
joieing.

No mecting devoted to irrigation has
uttracted  wuch general  attention
thronghout the United States as the
last convention of the Natlonal Irrig
tion Congress at Sacramento, ami Ore-
gon ia indebted to Malheur and Kla-
math Counties for making a showing
which won big prizes and caused the
State to be generously advertised.

At least ten towns in Oregon have
oatablished permanent exhibit rooms at
which good specimens of fruits, yege-
tables and other producls are shown.
Others nre making temporary showing
on account of the large number of colo-
nists taking advantage of the low rates
now on, and in each instanes it gives
the new-comers & place fo concentrate,
where they are nesured a weloome, and
as a result a large majority locate per-
manently,

Hon., Wilbur K. Newell's hundred
words on Oregon fruit s n splendid con-
densation of facts, and is being used in
the new printed maiter of several of
the aotive commercia]l bodies,  This
statement of Mr. Newell's is direct, ef+
fective and convineing.

The strongest assurance of the growth
of many Oregon citiea and towns dur-
ing the last year is the large inerease
shown inthe enrollment, and
these school children in each and every
city, town and village of the state are

schoal
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No Students, No Cocaine, No Gas.
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We will forfeit $1000 to any char-
itable institution for any Dentist who
can compete with us in crown and
bridge work, or teeth without plates,
Pay no fancy fees until you have eon-
sulted us, Our continued success in
our many offices is due to the uni.
form hi ﬁ-gnde work done by yenrs
of experienced operators, The prices
quoted below are absolutely the best

rtunity to get your money's
mh whl’;h hus:m been offered.
We uss nothing but the best ma-

terials.
Prices Until Sept. 30th
Best Silver Fillings........... .. §oC
Platinum Fillings . .......o00es

8. 8. White Layon Crowa. ......0500
Gold Crowns, best sak., extra
BOAYY « «cnvinensnsinnsin v e 500

Pridgework,
, Best Rubber Plate, 8. 8. white
Aluminum-lined Plate .....810 to ':ﬁ
A guarantee given with
work for 10 years.

VEGETABLE VAPOR

Used only by us for Painless Extrac-
tion of teeth, soc,

Resd What Mrs. Jessie Level Says.

T had 12 teeth extractsd by the use

of Vegetable Vapor, absolutely pain:

less — the most pleasing offect — and

highly recommend the method. Yours

truly.
MRS, JESSIE LEVEL
Lafayette, Oregon, !
NERVOUS PEOPLE, f
| And those aficted with heart wenk-
ness can have their tecth extrasted
and filled without the leash pain
whatever,

Chicago Dental Parlors
Northwest Cor, Commercial and 1xth.

The largest and best-equipped Den.
tal establishment in the Northwast.
Soventeen officos in the United States.

LADY IN ATTENDANCE,
Bes that you are in the right office.

Open Buniay, 0 to 2
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the best tdvertising vehicle. Get your
advertising leaflets in their hands to go
oul in personal letters nmd the results
will o amazing, while the ocost of
printing covers the ontire exponse. The
boys and girls pay the postage and do
the work.

Lost and Found,

Lost, between 0:30 p, m. yestonday
and noon today, a bilious attack, with
nausea and sick headache. This loss was
occusioned by finding at Chas. Rogers’
drug store a box of Dr. King's New Life
Pilla. Guarantead for biliousness, ma-
luria and jaundice. 25e,
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knowledge is the wi

ge and
froat ran!

The Well Informed of the World.
A vast fund of personal knowledge is really
highest excellence in any fiekd of human effort.
of Forms, Knowledge of Functions and Knowl
and in quesgions of life and health
should be r@iembered that Syrup

the California Fig Syrup Co., ia an
withll}gnppmnljliumnlcmimuphyﬂmnml

Co. ~ prnted on the front of every package,
, whether you

—ot by the
Figs and Elxr of Seana,

when of ample character it places
ks of

the utmost value

~Califoria Fig Syrup

call for— o Fu
lulaum-“gymp lgl'

rorMiATiG Syrup©

SAN FRANCISCO.CAL.,

U.S.A.
LONDON,ENGLAND.
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BALLOONS TRAVEL sso MILES:

English and Swiss Entrants in Inter-
tional Race Make High Records
HRUSSELS, Sepl. 20.~The best dis-

tances yet recorded in the International

balloon race which started here yestor
day with 4 competitors, were made by
the English balloon, Zephyr, and the

Swisa halloon, Cognae, which desconded

respootively in the French departments

of Gers and Landes.
Both balloons exceded 550 mlles. Sav-

terul of the smaller balloons descended
liu Belginm, !

ing factor in the culminating contests of
its fortunate
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A Humane Appeal,

A humane citisen of Richmond, Ind.,
Mr. U. D. Williama, 107 West Main Bt.,
says: “I appeal to all persons with
wenk lungs to take Dr. King's New Dis-
vovery, the only remedy that has halped
me and fully comes up to the proprie-
tor's recommendation” It saves more
lives than all other throat and lung
remedies put together. Used ma &
cough and ocold oure the worll oven
Curey asthmm, bronchitls, croup, wheoop-
Ing cough, quinay, hoarseness, and
phthisie, stops hemorrhages of the lungs
and builds them up. Guamnteed st

(Ohas, Rogera' drug store, 0o ami $1.00.
e —————————

n Our Insurance Department
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CHARITY
MAY COVER

fakes an Equitable Life In-
surance Polley to cover the
debt which you owe

multitude of sins, but It

Your Wife
Your Children
And Your Estate

There are many good Companles, but

only one best, and that, of courss, is the
Equitable Life because it has the greateat
secarity and the greatest earning power.
1f you live you will recelve the money
yourself, and if mot, your loved ones
will be: berefited.

—eie

Have you seen

Ghe Equitable Life's
Standard Policy ?
U]

Consultation and Offics Treatment Free,

Westem Reafy Co,,

495 Commercial Street, Astoria, Oregon
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