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The metropolis is In the throes of a

street-car sirike of sweeping propor- |
tlons. It Is not entirely une:pected.[
as there has been a contention of long
standing beiween the rallway mm-|
blne and fiis employes. Thess rup-|
tures are always deplorable, not only
in the gense of the overwhelming In-
convenlence to the traveling publle,
and the cessation of well-established
business interets and their vogue, as|
followed by high and low, rich and|
poor; hut that they furnish on:mf-l
tunities for the Interference of the !
rank and rough outsider with nothing|
to lose, nor gain, by his “butting In."
For the sake of the city and It busl.
ness interests, it is to be hoped the
company will concede the reasonable]
demands of the men and call off the
sirenuous sltuation. The employes de-
mand the withdrawal of the rule of
photographing of every employe who |
enters the serviecs, Is an Insult to l!'lt-lrI
manhood, and a weapon In the hands |
of the company for debarring them !
from service on other systéms, and a.:
requirement that has the “penal™|
touch about it, since only rogues and
conviets are photographed prior to

l
|

. admiesion in jalle and pens: and they

advance in  pay.|
will baj

ask a reasonable
These granted, the strike
called off at once. It Is evident the
people of Portland are In hearty sym- |
pathy with the men and their cause,
and this element |s promptly charae-|
terized a= “the mob” and charged
with all the disreputable things sald
and done in the interest of the strik-
Ing carmen. Thelr never was a strike |
on earth that the “human wulture,™!
the chronie, non-working, bibulous
and detestable bum, did not put him-
self In nasty evidence somewhere,
while decent citizens and honest
workmen bore the brunt of his coarse
and evil work. We hope the matter
will be settled quickly and satisfac-|
torfly to all econcerned, before any |
great lapse of time shall have given
cause, and rise, for graver criminal
acts 8o Inseparable from such con-
tingencien. Portiand has a fine street|
car service and the men who do lhell
car-duty there have always been ac-
counted an exceptionally capable snd:
well ordered group, and it is hoped
they, and the city, will get all that:
s coming and that the trouble may |
be speadily adjusted. |
———— e e

A TWENTY-MINUTE BLAZE,

No county In all Oregon needs n!
new and commodious court house
more than Clatsop does. The old,
dingy, dark., ram-shackle trap now
serving is n disgrace, and a menace
to the eaféty of the publie records
and public business, If the new prop-
ogltions in relatlon to the finlshing of
the projected and  half-complated
bullding (which (s also bhecome more
or less a reproach to the county) can,
by any stretch of popular approval
and business adaptation, be carried
out muccessfully, the county will galn
fmmeaaurﬁb!y by the sacrifices that
must be made, A twenty-minute blaze
in the present quarters at the right
moment, wounld reduce them to ashes
and Involve the ecounty In loss and
vonfusion, the sum of which, In mon-
ey, would make the 380,000 now es-
timated, look like a bagatelle. The
question lles ready for early solution,

' the

| wide open, accesible, safe

squarely between the tax-payers and
the county court, and we venture the
hope that the order will go forth to
finish the work durlng 19807, lest we
fall, for years to come, of the real-
Izatlon; on the seore of the steadily
Incrensing cost of materlals and la-
bor, It l= efther NOW: or wall un-
til the certain revolution to all this

| extraordinary accesa of Inflated val-

ues and evanescent prosperity shall
subelde; when It will prodably be n
publlc blessing to let the contract and
glve that much to the patent needs of
Idle waorkmen and equally needy deal-
ers in bullding materlals,
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A CITY AFLOAT,

The  Mnuretanin, the  greatest
steamshlp afloat, that has been bulld.
Ing since 1904, and whose hull has
just been launched on the river Tyne,
In England, and which was witnessed
by two hundrad thousand people, will
not be ready for the Initlal trip unth
another autumn, The mammoth ship
is seven hundred fest long with a
breadth of eighty-five feat, and the
helght of the smokestacks s one hun-
dred and Afty-five feet with a diam-
eter of twenty-four feet. It Is to be
propelled by turbine engines of 70,-
000 horse-power, driving four shafis,
each of which s Atted with one
three-bladed propeller. The Maure-
tania will carry 2,200 passengers and
with the ship’s crew which will num-
bar more than 800 there will be a com-
plement of passengera and crew of
over 3.100. Bome of the specinl fea-
tures will be en sulte rooms, the dining
saloon, a veranda cafe. a nursery for
children, electrie elevators, a complote

|tolophnne system and a speclal study

of lighting and ventilation has been
made and no fewer than twelve hun-
dred windows and =slde lights will be
ustd. Five thousand electric lights
are to be used for the Ilumination
of the new Cunarder. The bullders
claim that such care will have been
expended In the bullding of the struc-

ture that it will be as unsinkablp As ||
| a ship can be.

There are 16,000 tons
of steel In the keel, frama and sheet-
ing and the steel plates that - cover
the frame number 26,000, the largost
being forty teet long and welghing
between four and five tons. To se-
cure, these plates to one another and
to the frame, over four milllon rivets
were used, aggregiating In welght five
hundred tons. This big ship com-
plies with the requirements as an
armed cruiser for an armament of
twelve six-lnch guns, which repre-
sent her offensive powers.
——
NO BARRING THE BAR.

The Columbia River Is no loecal
stream, seérving a single state, nor a
restricted district of country, but an
artery permeating hundreds of thou-
sands of sguare miles of rorthwest-

| ern territory, and serving four great

states in its thousands of miles of
flow. Its mouth and ity seq bar are
Infinitely egsential plements of
Unless they are
and tra-
versible, both way at all timesa by al
manner of craft,. the Interior channels
may as well remain choken and shal-
low and unuseable. Thers (8 not a
country on earth that would have ig-

the great stream,

! nored such a superb commercial ave-

nue for all these years aom we have
fgnored this river. The measure of
service that might be rendered by
the Columbia river were the proper
depths maintained upon ita bar is eal-
culable only by the great Mississippl,
and the day will come when this huge
highway will be utllized to propor-
tlonare commerce; but never, untll
the government has done Its last duty

| by the barrier that lles across [te

entrance,
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The birds that sing thelr sweetest
songs bulld thelr nests low.
e
The moment of healtatlon s most
always the fatal' moment,
——
Men are righeous or bad, oftimes,
aceording to the meal they've had.

—_—
No man has a right to rise at the
expense of another's downfall,
Egotlam s a sure sign of an emply
heart and head.

—_—
Death Is a vast democracy; equal

rights to nlil, epecinl privileges to

none.

WHAT'S

worth doing is worth dolng well. If
you wish to be cured of Rheumatism,
use Ballard's Snow Liniment and you
will be well cured. A positive cure
for Spralns, Nuralgia, Bruises, Con-
tracted Muscles, and all the {lls that
flash 1s helr to. A. G. M. Willlams,
Navasota, Texas, writes:

“T have used Bnow Liniment for
gprained ankle and it gave the best
of ratisfection. I always keep K In
the house” Harts Drug Btore,

1
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SIMINGTON DRY GOODS CO.
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pete assortment, moderate prices,

attention which is never officious and is always acceptable.

YOUR XMAS SHOPPING

Thoe who visit our store will find here just what every Xmas shop-
per so frequently desires. Beautiful goods, plenty of room, com-

and above all that courteous

Long Kid Gloves Xmas Hosiery
Long Kid (;Iovn. 12 and 18-button Hollday Boxes of Hoslery put up \In

EE length, made from the first quality beautiful Xmas bexes, 1-4 dezen sach
-

EE French Glace Kid; one pair sach in in & boxy all imported full fashloned
iE ‘a b.'.ugu.n Iysla and Egyptinn Cotten, double hesl
.:‘E and toe, lnce and gauxe effects,

>

.

i Xmas Box $3.00 and

&

3 $3.50 Each. 75¢ to $1.50 the box
-

+

L J

: Corsets o XMAS UMBRELLAS

§ Quality. | woMEN'S UMBRELLAS
{ The best Corsets, the latest mod-

;E R g I M e Covered with five-plece-dyed taffetas with tape edge, paragon frame and stes!
t LS hoae. RS rode. Gold, Silver, Pearl and Princess handlies. A new line just recelved for
1: and Warner's Rust-proof are firet. If holidays.

L ]
b 4 you have never worn one of thess Cor-

:: sets, you should. We guarantes ev- J . .

EE s | ery pair to give satisfaction. 75c to *5.00
b P\ .
§ Our Stock of Holiday 'Handker: Xmas Hand Bags
§ : . 16¢ 0
$ chiefs will Appeal to all. “,6 : to » .. ‘f _
iE WomenSs Scalloped and Hematitched Swiss and all pure sheer linen erything wanted in.:l:;. line for 'lmn
:: Handkerchiefs, put up in beautiful Xmas boxes, 1-12, 1-4, 1.6 and 1-2 shoppers. All leather lined and fitted
§ dozen to a box. Every handkerchief of this season's most choice de- “lthnﬁi" pursa to matoh. Leathers
I vigns, priced from :::B.' igater, Crocodile, ete. Prices
£y
3 5¢ to-$3.00 per box. from 75¢ to $3.00
i @k~ [THONAS AND BATH ROBES
+
P ey, TS N HAND PAINTED CHINA
- It's a gift she will like most. Just
b 4 sound her and see; beautiful patterns %
;‘_ ;::.":.'3.’?:.;':.‘::: L".‘;Q:':' F"':: How well some one will be pleased to have one of these
EE nels 80d Eiderdown, trimmed In oilk beautiful hand painted china creamers, set of cups and
5: ::?:;,::,::: ::: :,l:,: :md'p,.::: saucers, etc. Choice new patterns in French and colored
:: someone with one of these ohoice gifts. dcsigns. .

+
L

In the columns below we mention a partial list of useful lines which may be a very
valuable reminder.

Supporters, Lace Curtaine. 8ilk Dress Pattorns. Fans.
Furs. Pure Linen Table Cloths. Blankets, Rugs.

Silk Waists, Hand-embroidered Pisces. Bolta, Portiers,
Neokwear, Waist Patterns.” Hair Combe, Bilk Bkirts.

Have you Seen our Saw Window.

Special Kitchen Saw 25c¢

We have everything in Snws.

TheFoard & Stokes Hardware Co.,Inc.

Successors to Foard & Stokes Co.

¢RANK PATTON, Cashier.
J, W. GARNER, Assistant Coshles

1. Q. A. BOWLBY, President,
0. I, PETERBON, Viee-President.

Astoria Savings Bank

furplos and Undivided Profiis §56,000,
Interest Pald on Time Daposits

Capital Patd in §100,000,
Transpetls s General Bunking Businesa,
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SCON BAY TRON & BRASS WORKS

ASTORIA, OREGON

IRON AND BRASS FOUNDERS LAND AND MARINE ENGINEERS

Up-m-‘llnln Baw MIII Mochinery)
18th and Franklin Ave,

Prompt sttention’given (¢l repalr work
Tel, Maln 2451

(8 Tunth Btrest, _ABTOHIA, OREGON

First National Bank of Astoria, Ore.

[ESTABLISHED 18586,

Capital $100,000

THE ASTORIAN 60c¢ per month.

r




