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was proclaimed. The varying fori-tune-

of the war of ,1812 gave occasipn
to President Madison . to appoint at
various times three propitiatory days
of fasting and prayer. When peace
with Great Britain was declared, Ma-

dison appointed a national thanks-
giving for April 13, 1815. This was
the last of the national thanksgiving
days for many years, although the cus'
torn was rapidly becoming an annual
observance in the various State,
North and South, It became establi-
shed ln 1817 In New Tork, and by 1858
all but six of the States of the Union
observed the day.

Two national fast days, however,
were observed between the close of
the war of 1812 and the civil war.
When President Harrison died a fast
was appointed for May 14, 3841. In
1849, when cholera was ravaging the
country and devasting the seaports,
President Taylor proclaimed a natlon- -

their sins, appointed a day of prayer,
fasting and humiliation to purge them-
selves of their deductive wickedness In

order to placate a vengeful deity. But
before the day set for donning sack-

cloth, and ashes the skies Telented and
pouring abundant rains on the parched
soil and wilted crops saved the colo-

nists from their Impending fate. The
appointed fast day was turned into
one of fervent thanksgiving, the sec-
ond one to be celebrated In the new
land of promise.

From this time on to the revolution
thanksgiving days were observed with
increasing regularity, the tendency
being to make a yearly thanksgiving
feature of the old harvest festival.
But this union was established only
in fye of the vigorous opposition of
the Puritan ministers, who viewed the
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