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STEAMSHIP
ENGAGEMENTS

By C. B, LEWIS

Copuright, toa, by M. AL Cunningham

It muny have beon that fn the hurry
and coufusion of getting away from
London the prrser of the stehmsbip

Bramble got things mixed up He
knew that he Lad nmong the passen-
gers 1o Jess than three fond Amerienn
mammes who had been tralling over
Kurope with mnreingenble daughters
und were comlng bome  with disap
poluted looks, apd he hoped to glve one
of thom o lnst chance,

However It happensd, It wos known
wieng e passengors eveu before the
Bromble left hee doek that o greowt
whn wis on board, Tt was Mr, Julbus
Bmlthers of the Chicage beef trust,
nid hin forting was vaviously ostluat.
od ut from ten to 0ty willion dollnres
There were men who ot fiest deoled
that Bimlthers was o wember of the
trust, They could name
packer who had ever Deen mentloned
In the papers, nnd the peme of Binlth
wes didn't dgure (o the Jist. They were
nbout te denounce him as an lmpostor
whon o red beaded man suggested that
Builthers might have come Into the
trust on A merger of some sort. There
were mergers merging all the thoe,
nod what If the beef trust aund the
tombatone trast had consolidated thelr
Inturests?

The thing way as good as settled In
an hour. Mr. Fmithors was a man of
forty. He was rather rotund and bald
headed. He had just the falntest inell-
uation to be fushy, Mr. Bmithors was
very democentie for a man worth un-
told milllons, He made nequainiances
rapldly, and the ateamer had pot made
an hundred mlles to the westward whon
he started a game of poker In the
smoking roown snd had for companions
n drummer, o enttleman, a ward pollitl
clan and the Inventor of the sausage
stufling machine, He was glven n seat
nt the captain's table, It was after
award sald that this was n wistake and
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1 WILL KRR YOU AOAIN, IN FAOT, I WANT
TO SEE YOU AGAIN,
that he had taken the place assigned to
a blshop, If he hadn't been worth mil-
Hous upon milllons his table manners
would have been open to criticlam,
There wus much to overlook In Mr.
Jullus Smithers or there would have
been under any other clroumstances,
He was about the only one who didn't
know It, and he was happy.
Within forty-elght hours those matm-
mas were laylng wires. If they bhad

folled to plek up a Jord, a duke or|

count abroad It wasn't such a bad
thing to fall back on one of the *its" of
the beef trust, Mp, Smithers could not
only restore the family beofstenks to
the old thme prices, bt he had milllons
to spend In eastles, yochts and dia-
monds, These mammas had male
friends nboard, who were lnstructed to
ohtuln Information about Smithers, He
met them halfway and more,

“Buy, you take my word for It it's
golng to be the bjggest success of any-
thing for the Inst ten years,” was his
gapguine reply. “You'll hear all about
it within & month after we lnnd, Mon-
ey In ittt Well, 1 guesa yes, I expect to
make bonfires of ffty-dollar bills."

He wus tnlking about the merger, of
course, His replles were reported to
the walting wammas, and they were
Introduced. The sald lotroductions
came about In a4 careless way, as If by
mere necldent,

The mammas found him hearty and
Jovial In his speech. He didn't always
follow the rules of grammar, and he
wometimes ennght himself just In time
to bite off o cuss word, hut & man may
be forgiven much If he can draw his
check for several millions,

It was declded lu all three cases that
Mr, Bulthers would do as n member of
the famlily, When be became s son-in-
law they conld polish him up & bit and
gradunlly reduce the slze of his two
watch ehinjus and his dlumond pin,

Then the daugbters were Introduced.
This was also enrelessly accomplizhed
«that ls, while Mr, Smithérs was mak-
fug intervals between hik poker games
ln order to get a breath of ocean ‘ale he
woyld suddeénly find some one In' his
path and be compelled to pause and be
lutroduced. He wasn't a man with a
eonln ol sraiioopn o s comnapition,

over every |
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and Hd” Wik The Bdul ot ‘gooa nature,
Mo gave up his poker to kit down and
make bimaplt agreouble to Miss Blank,

“Sou mny have heard of the beef
rrust? was his way of starting off the
conversntion, “It's golng to be (he
biggest thing the United Btates ever
henrd of, My, but that was u great
thought of mine, and I ean't holp but
foel ruthor mwelled up over it! No
more bpst-ups; no more walking the
rallrond tencks for Jullos Smithers,

"

The girls elevated thelr eyebrows In
surprise and perplexity, They had nev-
er heard any merger talk befors, and
it was as Grook to thew, They report-
od to thelr rospective mommas that
Mr, Bmlthers didn't get Into college
the day he ealled, that his ways were
rather famillar, that he evidently
hadn't attended over o thousand high
tean nnd grand receptions and that 1t
would take o carlond of sandpaper to
rub him down, but he had n good beart
ns & foundation to bulld on. 1f his con-
versution wusn't exactly up to the
poteh the windup was Intended to
draw applavse, He always folshed by
saylng:

“1 shall now have to ask you to ex-
cuse me, but T will see you agaln. In
fact, 1 want {o see you ngain, I think
1 eun figure It out before we areve nt
Bandy Hook to offer you the best thing
of the mseason, but keep that to your
welf."

“Mamma, what did bhe mean by
that ¥ aaked the respective daughtors
of thelr respective mothers,

“Why, child, how silly you are!™ was
the reply. “What could be mean but
one thing "

“But we bave known him such a i
tle while™

“You haven't got to know a milllon-
nlre over n day or two, They are dif-
ferent frow other men, They bave the
cash."

There were men abogrd looking to
get Into Ao good thing on the ground
floor. They knew that the beef trust
wis a good thing, They threw out
hints to Mr. Smithers, but he laughed
and shook his head and replied:

“Not yot, wmy boy. I've got the dough
to start It off, und I want all the
plunks there are In It. Bee me pext
seanon."

“Will beef go up?”

“Thunder, no! We expect to koock
the price down to 15 cents a pound.”

“Then how will you make your mil-
llons out of It

Mr. Swithers didn’t make any direet
apswer. He slmply winked a long,
gulvering wink with his left oye and
conveysl the lmpression that there
was a coon up the tree, The merger
man enjoyed the sunshive of fdattery
and onvy and toadylsm for five or six
days.

Then Bandy Hook was sighted one
morniug, and he announced to the
threa scheming mammas that he want-
ed to hold converse with their three
daughters. It was to be private con:
verse. There was agitation. There was
perturbation, There were consulta-
tiona, Mr. Smithers selected a corper
of the musle room, and to that spot the
vietims were led In turn. The conver-
satlon was about the same In each In-
stance,

“My dear girl,” began Mr, Smithers,
with patersal blandness, “1 told you 1
bad a good thing on hand and would
try to arrauge to make you an offer, [
am about to do so. You have never bhad
apy experience on the stage, but you
are a mighty good looker."

“Sir!" demanded the malden as she
rotreated u stop,

“Oh, 1 shan't ask you to dress unbe-
It's just a plaln, straight
play called “Iie Beef Trust' and show-
Ing how that corperation by ralsing the
prices parted two happy lovers and
brought grief and death {o other house-
Lolds, Three corking acts and a cast of
twelve people, We lntroduce a drove
of eattle, a slaughtéer bouse and a
butecher shop among other spectacular
6ffects. Will move right along without
a bitch, Papers are bound to give It
freo columns of advertising. 1 can put
you In the cast at 830 per to begin on.
What do you say?"

None of the three sald anything—not
tc Mr, Bmithers. Ten minutes after
the last Interview a murmur swept
over the greal steamer. That was fol-
lowed by u growl. After the growl
came cries of "KilI him! Throw him
overboard!" There was a rush of feot
nlong the decks, but Mr. Smithers was
pulled Into the purser's room and saved
from total wreckage, and when the
stoamer reached her dock the eaptaln
lent him n palr of false red whiskers to
disgulse himself nnd eseape the mob,

The Diver Bird,

A  Dantzle correspondent writes:
While swimming on a lake with her
brood of five & diver bird was shot and,
although mortally wounded, collected
her young ones and dived for thelr
snfety, When her dead body floated to
the surface the five little birds were
still clinglng with thelr beaks to her
wings, but all had been suffocated by
remalning too long under the water.—
London Mall.

Phiosophy,

A Kansas phllosopher warns the men
agninat the girl who tnkes time to eon.
glder a proposal of wmarrlage, He Intl-
mates that she 1s hopeful that some-
thing better will turn up,  Soll, the
man she finally aceepts ¢an console
bhimself with the reflection that she has
discoverad 1t wasn't possible for any-
thing better to turn up. —Cleyeland
Plain Dealer,

The Whistle Blows,
Blll—Don't you think this blowlng of
tactory whistles s a onlsance? Jil-
Well, when they blow for quitting time
[ don’t think so, but when they blow
for us to go to work I certalnly dol—
Yookers Statesman,

CURIOUS LAND LAW.

Owaers In Belglum Do Not Contrel
Beyond a Certain Dopth,

One of the curious phases of the land
law in Belglum I8 that the carth of &
lnudowner boyond a certaln depth does
not belong to him, Should the owner
of the surface discover a conl or gold
deposit underlying his property he
must first obtnin & government conces-
slon before he ean begln mining opera-
tions. The land beyond the preseribed
dopth In which wealth In the raw has
boen discovered may be coneeded to n

rson other than the surfuce owner,

ho may opernte under cortaln govern-
went dgulations, one of which Is that
the owner of the surface is entitled to
b per cont of the value extracted,

The mine pays to the government an
amount determined by the value and
Importance of the coucession, nfter
which It must pay to the government a
stm proportioned to the value of the
total  eftruction. The government
names the congditions under which the
mwines nx well as other Industrinl estab-
lishments shall be operated and pro-
tocts and safegunrds the health and
lives of the workmen as well as pro-
videx for the public safety,

The  minlster of Industry and labor
uppolnts o stute hourd of minlng engl-
neers, authorlzed to regulate the work-
ing of all mines and all establishments
consldered dangerous or Insanitary,
whether shaft or open mines, quarries,
factorios, coke oven plants or briquette
works.—Boston Globe.

A ZULU LEGEND.

0d4d Ntory of the Origin of This Save-
nge People,

The Zulug account for thelr origin,
says 4 correspondent of the Country
Gentleman (Euglish), by a story of a
talking elephant who fed upon chil-
dren. He met 1 woman laden with an
nx and bundle of fagots, accompanied
by her child. Beelog the clephant, she
goessed his lutention and pleaded,
“Bpare my child, ob, elephant!” The
elephant refused. “Then,” sald the
mother, “if this evil must bhappen
swinllow me, too, ob, elephant!” 8o the
elephant swallowed mother and child,
and they found themselves with all the
other children who were ecaten pre-
viously. By and by the child grew hun-
gry. and the mother Nt a fire with her
fagots. Ble then with her ax cut away
the elephant’s fesh, cooked It, and they
all ate. As the fire burned, Its great
beat filled the elephant with pain, and
he ran and ran and ran tlil they felt
the thunder of his hoofs racing over
hill and valley, At léngth, exhausted,
he dropped down dead, Using ber ax,
the mother chopped and chopped untll
she made on opening in the clephagt's
slde. After this they crept out and be-
came a new nation in a pew country,

Bees as Ventilators,

It Is not generally known, but most
beekeepers will Inform you that such
Is the case, that each bechlve has a
corps of what could properly be term-
ed “ventllating bees.” During the hot
seasons theso ventllators station them-
selves at the entrance of the hive and
fan the Interior with the Incessant mo-
tion of thelr wings. These ventilating
corps are usually In relays of from
four to a half dosen, and they are re-
lleved nt short lntervals by fresh work-
ers who keop up the fanoing process.
They nre kept at work by a sort of
patrol of bees, which Insures Incessant
activity on the part of the fanners dur-
Ing the time they are at work. This
story may sound strange to those who
know but little concerning the wonder-
ful Intelligence of bees, but It Is a
sclentific fact that has often been au-
thentieated.

Diet and Slokness,

It {s a broud rule that bolled milk
and puddings made with milk agree
more frequently than anything to re-
store & sick person., When beginning
to restore a sick person to more ordi-
nary diet begin with white fish, bolled.
Plaleo or sole bolled fn milk s excel-
lent, Never give potatoes when the di-
gestion s bad. In place of bread glve
toast. Often there s a craving for
nclde. In such cases give lemon julce
dlluted with water and sweetened with
sugar when allowable or with saecha-
rin in diabetes, A craving for green
stuffs shonid always be satisfled. Na-
ture herself is erying out. Give water
cress, but withhold radishes, as they
are difflenlt to digest.

The Flahing Fleetn,

In many localities of the Scoteh
consts and the coasts of Norway the
fshing grounds lle at some distance
from the shore and the start must be
made with the ebb tide, sometimesa In
tho middle of the night. All the boats
of n single locallity generally start to-
gether, and to one unaccustomed to the
slght the spectacle of 200 to 300 fishing
boats putting off from a harbor Hke
Yarmouth Is a sight never to be for-
gotten.—London Graphle.

Donuaa,

“Bonus" ought to e “"bonum,” since
It Is evidently Intended to mean ‘“a
good thing” and therefore should be
neuter, not mascoline, The word I8
found as early as 1773, but no one
knows who was the lgnorant or will
ful sinper agalnst Latin that Intro-
duced It, though conjecture assigons It
to the London Stock Exchange.

Made Him' Tired.
Affectionate Wife—George, dear, sit
down and rest ln ‘your elegant new'
chalr. Worrled Husband—How can I
rest in that chalr, Emily, when I know
that the man I likely to come In at
any moment to collect an instaliment
on it?—Chileago Tribune,

Do Not Neglect Your Bowsis,

Many serlous diseases arive from neg-
leet of the bowels Chamberlain’s Stom-
ach and Liver Tablets are a pleasant and
agreeabls laxative. They invigorate the
liver and regulate the bowsls. For sale
by Frank Hart and leading druggists,

FOLEY'S
KIDNEY
CURE

CuresKidney and Blad-
der Diseases in Every
Form—Many Peo
Have Kidney Trou
and Do Not Know It.

HOW TO FIND OUT.

It Is the function of the kidneys to filter
snd purify the blood which is constantly
passing through them,

When the kidneys are out of order the
sther organs are affected immediately
and you may have symptons of heart
trouble, stomach and liver trouble, and
sther ailments, which are all owing to the
kidneys belog weak and out of order.

It you are sick Foley's
Dure will strengthen and build up the
worn out tissues of the kidneys so they
will act properly and the symptons of
weakness, heart, stomach and liver
trouble will disappear and you will be
restored to perfect health,

HOW TO FIND OUT.

You can easily determine if your kid-
geys are out of order by setting aside for
M hours a bottle of the urine passed
apon arising. If upon examination it ls
tloudy or mlilky or has a brick-dust sed-
Iment or small particles float about in i,
your kidneys are diseased and Foley’s
Kidney Cure should be taken at once, |

Foloy's Kidney Cure is pleasant to
take and acts directly upon the parts

Peter Frey, of Woodruff, Pa.,
best physiciaas [ Wayneapurg, and st
aynesburg,
pgm. the doctors td"and me
had any business to attend to I bad bet-
ter attend to it at once, as I could not
possibly live another month, as there was
no cure for me, Foley's
was recommended to me by a friend
I immediately seat my son to the
for it and after taking three bottles I
gan to better and continued to
prove until I was entirely well."

Two Blzes, 500 and 91.00,
$OLD AND RECOMMENDED BY

CHARLES ROGERS
DRUGGIST.
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Don't buy

Have
LET BO
POWDER?

For sale

Fﬂume will find
owder fragrant with the odor
fresh plucked Parma Violots,
everywhere for 25 cen

mailed pmtplidoumdplolpd:,l;
GERHARD MENNEN CO,, Newnrk, N. J.

substitutes for MEN-
NEN'S BORATED TALCUM
POWDER, *Just as good” is
only a deceit by which a dealer
tries to M.ndm 0:: of the
superiority success of MEN-
' NEN'S POWDER.

There's noth

just as good as MENNEN'S

users of substitutes and imitations
risk skin, complexion and comfort in
doing so,

As a protection to health use Mennen's

Powder and only Mennen's,

ou tried MENNEN'S VIO- | :
TED TALCUM TOILET Bt
Ladies to violet &

2nnen's Viol:} il

Ty &
Yoo Drors |

INFANIS (HILDREN

For Over
Thirty Years

014 Chronic Sores.

As a dressing for old chronic sores
there is nothing so good as Chamber-
lain’s Salve. While it is not advisable
to heal old sores entirely, they should be
kept in a good condition for which this
galve is especially valuable. For sale by

Frank Hart and leading druggists.
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Your Field

IS OUR FIELD, AND WE COVER IT.
f Our field is the district tributary to the
mouth of the Columbia River. We pene-
trate into all the outlying districts, into
lumber camps and isolated neighborhoods.
The business of these places belongs to
you, and it is worth going after.. .Space in
THE MORNING ASTORIAN is reason-
able; contract for some and let these out-
siders know that you are still in business at
the old stand. You may have a ‘‘grouch”
but that won’t get business; forget it.
Let the people know what you have to sell;
they may ‘‘forget’’ or have ‘‘forgotten’

6He MORNINGASTORIAN
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THE ONLY PAPER ON THE LOWER
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