-

L

TUESDAY, JUNE 26, 1906,

The Melancholy

Frenchman

By HOWARD FIELDING

Copyright, 1006, by Charles W, Hooks

N Ineldent In the e of Willlam
Conroy, detective, gave me the
thewe of o story not long ago,
nnd now I am golng o tell an-

other ahout the same wan, It 18 (o
Mr. Conroy's modesty that 1 owe this
socond e, e I o man who mukes
no pretense of infallibility —be recog-
nlzes fnllure an the common lot of all,
doeepts [t with patlence und steives to
learti from Lilw errors,  As to the cnse
now under counlderntion, e cheorfully
admity that his wuecesses wore due to
the favor of fortune, but his propos-
terons blunder was truly his own,

He was summonsd by telephone one
mornlog o the oMes of Holman
Campbell, a gentleman of wenlth and
position, whom the detectlve hnd never
before hnd the pleasure of meoting. It
i eirly, so eurly, Indeed, that Mr.
Conroy gnloned nt once n favornble fm
pression of his client ng one who had
Fold fuuhloned business hablts and got
up with a elear hond In the morning.
Tlls oplnlon was strengthensd by the
gentleman's brlef, precise and Iotelll-
gent wtntement of the fucts in the cane,

It appenrsd that Mes, Campbell had
been the vietim of n robbery of some
magnitude, Jewelry valued at about
B30,000 hind been stolen from her apart-
ments In the Campbell resldence about
B o'vlock of the previous afternoon
The clrevmstances were such that al-
most nnybody who was lu the house nt
the time might have committed the
thoft If equippesd with » dishonest
heurt and n reckloss disposition,

Becnyme fote wan so kind to Mr, Con
roy In thix Iostance and disclosed to
him the facts wo promptly, It will net
be  pecessary to wtale the varlous
theories whilch were suggestod to Wis
mind, Suifles It to sny that he thought
it worth while to “look up" a certain
Indlvidual who hind Leey present 1o the
house na a guest at afternoon tea. |
grieve to say that Mr. Conroy's chlef
renson for suspecting this person arose
from n prejudice ngonlost the Freuch.
Mr, Campbell sald nothing that gnve
ground for such suspicion. e merely
mentioned the man In response to Mr.
Couiroy's request for the names of all
who had been In the house, with a
jword or two of description,

ecorge Lesterel win a young tman
srhom Mr. Cnmpbell had met In a club
and to whom he had taken a lking.
The acqualntance had developed untll
Mr, Camphell bad lovited M. Lesterel
to his house, whers ho had made him-
pelf exceedingly agreeable. He pur
ported to be visiting this country In
the Interests of n French publishing
house and to be engaged upon a book
descriptive of wsocial conditions In
America,

On leaving his cllent's office Conroy
went directly to the house whore the
Frenchiunn had taken lodgings.

As he approached the house he pass-
ed a young man who had just come
out. There could be no doubt as to his

‘THE GENTLEMAN HAS DECIDED NOT TO
PUT THE RING IN.
natlonality, and, though Conroy had not
asked for a description of Lesterel, he
remembered some words of Mr, Camp-
bell's—"a tall, handsome chap, with a
wort of a snd look, as If the world

|hadn't used him well.”

This wins ns good as a photograph
ifor purposes of Identlfication, and Con-
poy recognlzed Lesterel at a glince.

It was probable that Lesterel was
golng to breakfast, and the restaurant
fwhieh he frequented might bo a good
place to “got a Hoe on hilim' for the
maonagers of such establishiments are
often shrewd observers and extroordi
mary gossips, So  Convoy [followed
mlong In hig most naobiras ve way and
wan led to the portals of a very fash
llonuhlu enting Lo nat uton
pteps Laostercl poused. nod thop, ity
the alr of one who Las mads o oy
tant decislon, he toeaed awiay oan
walked rﬂ[!ll“.\' toswntd o vy oo
jquarter of the wchiy. e enfered o
pawn shop which was not {b good odo

fwith the pollee, mud ax Cooy b
Eneu vary clrcumspect In hls ol oy
ng he ventured to cptor alen Thoro

, with surprlse at his remarkn'le sl

and with the touch of pity tor thi-
handsgme ryscal. Le sy Lo, .
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pu¥o a rifig with thres stones—i ring
dencribed In the list which the detec-
tive had recelved from Mr, Campbell.

One bundred dollarn was the sum
which Lesterel recelved for the ring,
and as he turned to go out he saw
Conroy standing with Lis cont drawn
buck to show hin shileld, Lestorsl did
not start nor greatly change counte-
nance. A deeper sndness cume into hin
brown eyes, nnd that wan all,

“The gentlemnn baw declded not to
put the ring In' wald Conroy to the
pawnbroker, nnd without n word the
man passed It under the wire sereen,
hin fat hand visibly appealing for the
money as Conroy took the ring. lews
terel Inld down the $100 within reach
of that hand and did not look at the
man nor 4t the money nor nt Conroy,

“Wa might walk around to your
roomw,” sl the detective, "If you've
o uljection.”

“1 have not breakfanted,™
terel, “Hhnll we not go first to somo
pestarnnt”

“Borry," answered Conroy, “hut we
are golieg o your roams Fght awny.
You can hiave gopetBing gent n"

“Ag yon wiL™ won the respopse, nnid
then, whea they wore @ pon the street,
“the ring, Ly Lie way, I mine, Bt
s doesu't madter”

“You ndmlt et you're the man't"

Tastope]l secme] seareely to compre
bend the purport of thig question, be
lpg too deeply almorhed In his own
thonughits,

“Yon got away with Mrs, Campbell's
Jewelnt"

“Got away?' echosd Lesterel noftly,
“No: 1T would not say that, 1 stole
themw, bowoever, and Jf you will tuke
me now to Mr. Campbell's office T will
tell him how they may be recoversd.”

“I'Il nttend to that part of It" sald
Qonroy, **The things are In your
apartiments,  That's why you're so
auxious to keep me nway from there”

“1 awenr to vou" erled Lesterel,
“hut the Jjewely are not there and that
I will put no obstacle In the way of
your recovering them."

“Where nre they "

“Iardon mo If 1 ask you a question
[firsl.  Who put susplclon upon me?
Wan It Migs Camphbell 7

Conroy shook his head and at the
same tme tapped upon his breast with
A solemn finger.
| *I never had the pleasure of meeting
[ the young ludy.,” sald he. "It was me
| that worked down to you, more by good
| loek than good judgment, as I'm bound
to confess, but If no credit's mine
none belongs to anybody else, Bo set
your mind at rest on that point."

“l thank you," sald Lesterel gravely.

“I'll give you another item of con-
solation,” sald the detective. “This
case 1s on the qulet, so far. If you act
right there's & chance you may go
frea®

When they came to the bullding
where be llved he begged leave to
speak privately to the youth who was
in attendance by the door, That favor
having been denled him, he slowly as-
cended the stalrs, with Conroy at his
heels. In the hall on the second floor
they encountered a young woman, tall,
slender and quletly elegant In attire
Bhe was velled, but Conroy would have
wagered any reasonsble sum of money
that there was a pretty face behind the
vell. The sight of her gave him n live-
ly uneasiness, but the effect upon Les-
terel wan far better. Bven the polish
of his manner—which be might have
sald be could have preserved upon the
rack or the scaffold—fell away from
him.

“Good God!" he cried, **Mliss Camp-
bell! Why are you here?"

But Conroy was saylng to himself:
“The fellow expected her. He knew
sho would be here

The girl made no reply to Lesterel's
question, She made a slight gesture
toward a door near where she stood,
Lesterel unlocked It, stepped aside, and
ghe passed In. The two men followed

“Tell me,” sali Lesterel, speaking
with quivering Intensity, "did you
know that this man suspected me?
DIA you come here to warn? No, nol
It tsn't posaible! But why"—

The girl turped toward Conroy,
steadylng herself with an effort, for
she was trembling,

“You are an officer, a detective, My
father hired you."

“Yes, miss,"” sald Conroy. “You're
right. I'm In your father's service,
and, belng so, I've got to do my duty
by llm, And the first duty that I've
got to do I8 to tell you that you mustn't
stay here, not another minute,"

“You will not tell him that I came?"

Conroy was sllent. It wns Lesterel
who spoke first.

“Aftor you have heard what I shall
disclose,” snld he, “you will agres that
Miss Campbell's presence was to have
bocn dosired."

Meanwhile Lesterel had led the girl to
a seal, Ther, on turning to the detectlve,
he began to spenk In a volcoe that went to
Conroy's vitals,

“Plme presses,'” sald he, "I will bo very
brief. I have known Miss Campbell for o
little more than a month, but in relative
Importance nll the rest of my life Is but
an Instant, for only through the sight of
her have I had any intimation of what life
might be. Bomo days ago, In & moment
of utterly overpowering emotlon, 1 told
her—oh, but a very little, a thoumandth
part of my henrt's longing. Bhe answersd
me with a heavenly kindness which 1
shall remember until the end of my days."

Ho paused, and Conroy's Impatience
overcame him.

“In heaven's name, what happened?'' he
oried. ‘*Tell me the truth.'

“Phis Is what happened,'” anawered Loa-
terel, ‘I mpoke to her as & lover; she an-
mwered me na the most graclous and sym-
nathetlo of friends, Bhe would have glven
me hope, except that for me hope I dead.
On the next day, after such agony as
few mon are sver called upon to bear, I
told her what. 1 am."

“A thief 7' sald Conroy.

“A thlef may ohange,"” answered Laes-
#orel. I am worse than a thief. | am a
madmnan, Worse sven than that—I am &

st of nil the world. For who that hears

e name doem not laugh at the wvery
sound of it? I am a kleptomaniaoc,”

“Lasteral,'” sald the detective, looking

tirn kesanlv in the eves. “iv this toua?”

wald Toes '

mania, my friend? If so, I will give you

f. 1 stole Mre. Campbell's Jowain. 1
| had gone to the library with Miss Camp-
bell to consult & book, and 1 remained &
fow minutes after sho had gone. It Is on
the second floor; the drawing room I8 be-
low, On my way down ulone I passed the
opan door of Mra, Campbell's boudolr
The Indy herself might have boen within
for all that I knew, but I had seen the
| flash of the jeweln, and the irresistible im-
pulse wan upon me. I went In ahd took
ithnm. Al now for the proof, What do
you think I did with them? [ took them
|to the library and hid them behind the
very book that aho wnd I had boen con-
| multing o wottle w polnt of the history of
|my country., They might have stnyed
| thero forovon. (0o LalhiJd. oot have gone

| (Continued on page 0)

| Have You a Cough
| A dose of Ballard's Horehound Syrup
will relieve it. Have you a cold?

Try it for whooping coughs, for asth-
ma, for consumption, for bronchitis,
Mra, Joo MoGreath, 327 E. First street,
Hutehison, Kans,, writes: “I have used
Ballard's Horeliound Byrup in my family
for five years and find it the most
palatable medicine T ever used. Bold by
Hart's drug store,

Old Lady (to ehemist)—1 want a lax
of eanine pilis,

Cliemist=What's the matter with the
dog?

Ol Lady  Gindignantly j—1 want you
to knos, sir, tint my husband is o gen-
Hieman,

(Chemist puts up some quinine pills in

Pick- .‘[.‘L.p.

profound silence.)

LEGAL NOTICE,
Is hereby given, that the following
County Warrants will eancelled by the
(founty Court, unless prescnted to the
(County Treasurer, for pu.\'mrnt‘ within
G0 days from this date.

List of Conunty Warrants issued by the
County Clerk prior to July 1. 1800, de-
livwred to the partics below but not
presented by them to the County Treas-
urer for payment:

No. 4807, T. H, Lunde,...civaess $ 3.00
No. 6182, 8. Jacksom ......cc00s .16
No, 6420, ¥, E. Warner......... 2.10
No. 0445, J, G, Ryckman........ 5.00
No. 0453, J. J, Hunt....conviins 3.00
No. 457, R. MeMath .oovvivenes 1.50
No.0870. J. B. Amndt.....o0v0ss 1.00
No.0815. O.T. & T. Coovvvvnnen 3.00
No. 7245, Foard & Stokes Co..... 1.0
No,7248. Henry Peeler ......... 3.00
No, 7360, H. Sloop .......0ocnes 2.00
No,7307. E. Banks ....cco0nvc0s 12.60
No.7308. J. A. Bender.......... 6.00
No.7300. D. P. Ro#s,..ccovaanisa 3.76
No.7371. J. J. Ryckman........ 8.00
No.7373. L. Larson ...couivenss 5.60
No, 7374. M, McFarlane ........ 8.40
No.7375. Neil Hynt ..covvnveees 8.00
No.7381. J. W, Adams.......... 7.60
No.7383, J. J. Packard.......... 1.50
No.7385. Chria Olsen ......cons 12.00
No.7481 W, H. Judson......... 5,50
No,7482. J. W. Detrick......... 5.00
No.7483. D. K. Warren......... 7.27
No,7484. A. Vannice ......o000s 5.00
No, 7485. E. M, Houghton ....... 8.00
No.7480. L. Torkelson .....ovus 10.00
No.7487. N. Bosier ...covvnvness 10.00
No.7488. A. H, Church...ooueen 15.00
No. 7400, Robert Gaston «.cceeu. 8.00
No. 7401, Christ Olsen .......... 8.00
No. 8507, C. E. DeForee......... 2.10
No, 8800, A, D. Cralg. .covvsensss 12.50

List of County Warranta issued by the
County Clerk prior to July 1, 1809, and
still remaining in the hands of the
County Clerk:

No.0642. Laura Davis ......... $3.00
No. 6643, Nicholas Davis ....... 3.00
No. 0044. Michaxl Davis ........ 8.00
No. 0646, Ed Lyons ...coveveens 3.00
No. 8651, John May «.ovoviaivas 3.50
No. 6053, Martin Berg .....o0000es 3.50
No.0077. W. H, Bruoe.......vais 2.20
No, 7015. Chris Nelson «ooovneens 2.20
No. 7020, Martin Paul .......... 2.40
No, 7031. Julius Briends ........ 9.00
No, 7034. John Numala ....e.... 10.00
No. T043. Frederick Miller ...... 5.20
No. 7044 K. J. Hill, voivinvnsernes 520
~No. 7045, Martin Mattson ...... 5.20
No. 70468, Andrew Loring ....... 5.20
No, 7047. Alex Ingraham . 5.20
No. 7060. Mary Oliver .vovveeess 5.20
No. 7061, Sam'l Oliver «...ovives 5.20
No. 7270, O, SBhelton .....civ04s 5.60
No. 7271. Sam Nelson ..o.ovveis 5.50
No. 7272, J. Kutehnos «viaevnsn §.50
No.7273. Christ Buglear .,..00a0 5.50
No. 7308, C. O, Taylor...oocuees 1.50
No. 7408, Albert Thompson ..... 1.50
No. 7588, A, Berry .ovvveseeenes 1.20
No.7668. C. H, Withers......... 2.20
No.7000. E, Franks ...ccviesses 2,20
No. 7705, a. R, Murray ..o 2.20
No. 7821, Nick Petroff «vevivesns 1.70
No, 8113, Martin Mahér «..c.00 2,50
No.8114. Philip Lee ....ovvvneas 2.50
No, 8115. Michael Hazeett ...... 2.50
No, 8383, €. Johnson ......c.. 2.50
No. 8307, John Matier ...oviunn 2.560
No, 8308, Mrs, John Matier...... 2.50
INo.8601. G, R. Mills..uvvienennns 3.00
No. 8720, J. A, Hill,..ovaivaanss 13.60
No. 8701, L, Anderson ...cocceas 1.20
No.8770. J. N. Jennings........ 3.00
INn. 8076. F. W. Johnson........ 3.60
'No.0878. Chas, Johnson .....vus 2.20
No.0890. 0. Anderson +..u..es 2.20
(No,0030. F. R, Rogers.......... 1.00
No.0204. T, L, Moores.......... 2.20
By order of the County Court,
J. 0. CLINTON,
County Clerk.
Astoria, Oregon, June 7, 1008,
otd,-1tw.
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Thoroughly Illustrated

By 265 Actual Photographs
taken at the time of the Awful
Catastrophe

This great book which retails at $1.50
and so much desired by every one is now
offered as a premium with

The
Morning Astorian

In order to get the Book subscribe for
the MORNING ASTORIAN atthe regular
subscription rate, 65¢ a month and 50c¢
addditional to cover cost of express-
age. Old subscribers can get this
book by paying the additional charge of 50c,

Only a limited number of books
will be given away---come early and
avoid the rush. |
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