Y
4

)

BUNDAY, JUNE 17, 1908,

THE MORNING ASTORIAN, ASTORIA, OREGON.

H Captain

In the Bﬂs

Copyright, 1904, by A. 8. Barnas @ Co,, Publishers,

iContinued from last Sunday)

TR - —_——

CHAPTRR-VI:

URING the next four or five
duys Guilford Dunean won
kept buny with varlous small
elploywents, some of them

out of dours nud some of them In the
office.  Diuring thin time Coptaln Hal
lam did not agaln engnge him in con
vorsation, Lt Duncan knew that the
mnn of business was closely observing
his work., He was not slow to discover
that be was giving satisfaction, He
saw that with each day the work as
elgned bim was of o klud that required
& bigher Intelligence than that of the
day before,

Every ovenlog the eashior pald him
his day's wages, thus rewinding him
that e was not a salarled employee of
the bouse, Lot n man working for
“wages from day to day,

Out of his fArst wages be had pur
chaned n chnnge of very cheap under-
weur, 0 towel and a cake of soap,
Every morning about daylight be went
to a secluded spot on the levee for a
perub and n o swim. Then be washed
out his towel and placed It, with hin
other small belonglngs, 1o & storage
place he had discovered In & great
lumber plle

One morning when be entersd the
office Captnin Hallam gave him wev-
eral business letters to answer from
memornndn  seribbled upon them by
clerks or others. He gave him also n
mewmornnduu In his own baodwriting,
maylng:

“Cut that down If you can anid mnake
& telogrnm of It I'll be buck In balf an
bour or so. Have It ready for me.”

The cnae wan thin: A huge steam
boat lny at the levee loaded almost to
the water's edge with graln, which Cap-
taln Hallam was more thay anxious to
burry to New Orleans to meet a sud.
den temporary and very marked ad
vance lu that market. That morning
the boat hnd been “tied up an the

rase went—-that |s to say, she had

n legally attached for debt at the
sult of a firm iu St Louls. Until the

pttachment should be removed the
boat must lie at Calro fn charge of a
sheriff's officer. Captaln Hallam wish-
ed to secure her lmmedlate releanss,
and to that end he purposed sendiug
the telegram,

When he returned to the office Don
can handed him for Inpection and sig-
pature the letters he hind written,

“Here In the telegram also,” he sald,
“but If you will pardon the Impertl-
pence 1 think you had better not send
it, at least In the form you have given
"

“What's the matter?' quickly soap-
ped Hallaw,

“It binds you to more than I think
you Intend."

“Goon! Explatn!”

“Why, 1 cannot help seelng that If
you send this dispatch you will make
yourself legally responsible, not only
for the claliu for which the boat is now
attached, hut also for every clalm
aguinst her that may exist anywhere.
There way be none such, or there
may be many, In any case, 1 do not
think you Intend to assume them all"

“Go on! The boat must be got
awny, What do you advise?”

“That you go on her bond for this
claim, which seems to me so clearly
fllegnl that I think you can never be
beld upon the bond--and*—

“Remind me when this is over that
you are to come to my house tonight
for consultation on that point. Now
go on."

“Well, by golng on her bond for this
clalm Instead of nking the creditors to
relense the boat on your promise ns
made In the telegrnm yon can secure
bher immedinte release, making your-
golf lluble, nt worst, for no more than
the §000 clalmed."

“But If 1 do that, what I8 to prevent
another tie-np at Memphis and anoth-

MIf you Like 1'5L put you at regular waork
abt o monthly salary"
er at Vicksburg and others whereyer
the boat may happen to land? She's in
debt up to the top of her smokestacks
all nlong the river" ;
“Ag you own the eargo nnd she can't
ecarry anotheg ton, why shounld yon let
ber stop at all? 1 suppose the captain
would do as you desire in that mat-
tnrlrl
The captaln understapd. Afigr half
an gour speut in Jegy| formal/lies, 1o
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releasea ' stenm fmt cant loose from the
wharf and backed out into the river.

Then Captain Hallam turned to Gull
ford Duncnn and sald:

“I've nn lden that you'll do. [If you
Hke 1'll put you at regular work at a
monthly salary, and we'll dee how we
got on together .

“I whould Hlke that"

“Very well, Now, where are you
boarding 1

“"Nowhere, 1 get what I want to eat
at the booths down along the levee,”

“But where do you sleep

“Awong the big lumber plles down
there on Fourth street.”

Captaln Hallam looked at the young
mwan for a mwoment with something lke
admiration o his eyes. Presently he
sald:

“You must live better now. There's
& well furnished room above the offive,
It was my brother's quarters before he
got married, and It Is very comforta-
ble. You can take It for your own.
(ilve Duteh John, the serub boy, half &
dollar & week to tuke care of It for
you, and that's all the rent you noed
pay. As for your meals, most young
med In Cniro feed thelr faces at the
hotel. But that's expensive, and what
the proprietor enlls his ‘kusene’ Is die
tinctly bad. There's a lady, however,
Mra, Demlng, who furnishes very good
‘square menls,’ 1 hear, over in Walnut

street. You'd better try there, | thiuk. |

Hhe's what you would eall a gentlewo
man, but she needs all the money
you'll pay her."

CHAPTER VIIIL

8 the weeks and months went on
the results of Gullford Dun-
can's work completely Justified
the confident assertion he had

made to Captaln Hallam that a ecapa-
ble man ean learn anything If he really
wants to,

He rapidly ramiliarized hlmself with
the technlenlities as well as with the
methods and broad principles of busi-
neas. He sat up tlll midnight for many
nights In succession In order to learn
from the head bookkeeper the rather
poant mysieries of bookkeeping. By
observing the gaugers who measured
eoal barges to determine their contents
he quickly acquired skill In dolng that.

It was so with everything, He was
detarmined to master evary art and
mystery that In anywise pertained to
business, whether the skill ln question
was or was not one that he was ever
llkely to need or to practice.

His diligence, his consclentiousness
In work, his readiness of resource, his
nlert Intelligence and his sturdy In-
tegrity dally commended him more
and more to the head of the firm, and
not many months bad passed before
every one In the office tacitly recognis-
od the young Virginian as the confl.
dential ndyiser and amssistant of Cap-
taln Hallam himeelf, though no formal
appointment of that kind bad been
made,

But no advance of salary came to the
young mup us 4 result. 1t was oue of
Captain Hallam's rules never to pay a
min more for his services thau he
must and pever to advance a man's
snlary until the advance was asked for,

Captain Hallam was in no fiber of
his belng a miser, but he acted always
upou those cold Dblooded prudential
principles that had brought him
wealth. It was not money that this
great captain of commeree worshiped,
but success, Buccess was the oune god
of his Idolatry., Outslde of his busl
ness he was libersl in the extreme,
Even in his busluess operations he
pever hesituted at lavish expenditure
where such expenditure promised good
results, Buot be regurded all unpeces
sary spending as waste, of the kind
that Imperils success,

In his cynical moments, Indeed, he ||

sometimes sald that “If you have u
valuable man in your employ you must

keep him poor; otherwise you'll lose |5
But in so suying he perhaps did | ¢
He was apt to |,
felgn n heartless selfishness that he |«

him,"
himself an injustice.

did not feel,

Little by lttle Guilford Duncan had
learned all this as he had learned busi
ness methods,  He had at fivst modest-
ly proposed to himself nothing more
in the way of achievement thau to
make hlwselt a valyable subordinate—
a private or at most a corporal or a
sergeant—In the ranks of the great ar-
my of work. But before nuny months
had passed his modesty was compelied
to yleld somewhnt to an Inereasingly
clear understniding’ b conditions and
posslbilities.  Bomewhat to, his own
surprise hoe begoh to suspect hilnsall
of possessiug  eapuclties superior to
those of the wen about him and even
superior 1o those of many wmen who
tindd: flgen to high place In commerce
and. flonnes, ’ .

As Captaln Hallum came more and
mere to rely upon the sagacity nnd
phargcter of this lis most trasted mun,
be wore nwd wore brought youug Dun-
san o those confidentinl conferences
with the leading wen of affales which

were froquontly ndoossary lu the plei’

nlog sl execution of Important enter-

prises or ln the meetiog of difiquities

and obstacles. In that “way Dasis
was brought lnto personsl contiet wite
the recoguized masters, big and Jittig

‘|Ute kept a diary, He regarded that

' looking to the maln chance alone and
| pursuing It with only such lionesty of |

Win  ragroud  prosrdents, MnanciBrs,
bankers, capitalints and other men
whose positions were In a greater or
losn degree commanding,

At first he modestly held himself as
nothing wore than the tool and servitor
of these great men, but presently he
began to suspect that they were not
yery great men after all-to soo that it
wis usually he hlmself who devised
and suggested the enterprises that
these men undertook, and be who saved
them from mistakes In the execution
of those enterprises,

Gulliford Duncan had never In his

practice as n useless puerility and usu-
ally ao Indulgence In morbid self com-

mwuning and unwholesome self con-
aclousness, but It was his practice
sometimes Inte nt nlght to wet down
upon paper such thoughts as had In-
terested him during the day for the
sole wnke of formulnting them Io his
own mind, Often ho would In this way |
diseuss  with limself questlons con-
cernlng which he haid not yet matured
his oplinlon, !

“I've been In conference this day,”
ho wrote one ulght, “with half a doz-
en nabobs—not great nabobs, but sec-
ond rate ones. All this has put & new
thought into wy mind, Why should
not 1, Gullford Duncian, make myself n
leader, n eaptaln or even n command-
fog genernl of affales?  But the man
who would do things of asny conse
quence lu business ways must have
money. The bank sacepunt I8 his tool
chost.

“1 suggested some comblnations to-
night to those nabobs, and they are
golng to earry them out, They wonld |
pever have thought of the combina-
tlons but for my suggestion, But they |
ean and will ecarry them out, with
great credit and profit to themselves,
becavse they have command of money,
I eould not even think of conducting
such affulrs, simply because [ have no
command of maney,

“Very well, then, 1 shall proceed to
get money, just as | sbould study to
aequire skill In 0 profession or fust as
I should read up the low pertaining to
a matter with which I must deal."”

Dunean was greatly admired but lit
tle understomd by his fellows ln the
service of the Hallam firm or Ly the
similar people who thronged the town,
His fellows in and ont of the office
were commonplace young men, all

conduct as business prudence requir-
od. They felt no further interest In |
their work than such as was necessary |
to enable them to retaln thelr places
and their salaries.

Therefore they did not understand
Guilford Duncan. Neither could they,
They regarded with amazement and
almost with Ineredulity bis manifesta-
tions of sensitive homor and of un
selfish loyalty to duty, They thought
of him ns n sort of freak or what we
should nowndays enll & erank,

Of course they could not fall to rec-
oguize his ability, but they thought bim |
& good deal of a fool, nevertheless, for |
not taking selfish advantage of the op- |
portunities that so frequently came to J
him, They conld not understand why |
be should go out of hix way, as he I
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very often did, to repder services to
the irm which were in no way requir
el or expected of him. Especlally
they conld uot nnderstand why, when
be had rendered such services In a
wiy to attroet Captain Hallam's pleas.

ed attentlon, he didn't “strike for |
something better,” 4 they phrased |
thelr thought,

In one especit]l ease their emaze-
ment over his neglec¢t of an opportu-
alty bred something ke contempt of

him o thelr minds
(Continued on page 6)

It was the prac

It is a question if even Missourl will
enthuse over Bryan when he presents
himself arm in arm with Grover,
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Thoroughly Illustrated

By 265 Actual Photographs
taKen at the time of the Awful
Catastrophe
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This great book which retails at $1.50
and so much desired by every one is now
offered as a premium with

The
Morning Astorian

In order to get the Book subscribe for
the MORNING ASTORIAN atthe regular
subscription rate, 66c a month and 60c
addditional to cover cost of express-
age. Old subscribers ' can , get = this
book by paying the additional charge of 50c.

Only a limited number of books
will be given away---come early and

l avoid the rush. B
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