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First Session For February b
An Interesting One.

GOOD SPEAKER LIVE TOPIC

Red Men's Hall Comfortably Filld
With Ladies and Guests—Rev. W. 8.
Gilbert Occupied Rostrum With Lec-
ture on Philippines—Bus ness Meeting

The Astoria Woman's Club held its
first moeting for February, yestenday
afternoon, st the Red Men’s ball on
Exchange street, and lit-
tle auditorium was flled with & host of
handsomely gowned amd deeply inter
ested members.

The affairs of the club are under the
capable direction of Vice Prosident,
Mrs. F. D. Kueltner, snd the program
and business of yesterday’s assemblage,
were dispatched with precision and
celerity, ander her guidauvee.

Rev. W, Gilbert, pastor of
First Presbyterian church,
speaker of the day, and he chose for his
theme “Present Conditions in the Phil
lippine Yslands” a subject,
Oregon is betier equipped to expound
that the popular chaplain of the famous
Secoud Oregon regimeni. The Astorian
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is pleased to present the mujor portion |

of Mr. Gilbert's address, and regrets
it cannot mve the entire message. in
chiding the abundant interpolations of
persomal  expericnces,
satirical, and explanatory,
part.

When Admiral Dewey sunk the Span
jns flect in Manila Bay, May 1,
many of our people he vl searerly heard |
of the Philippine Islands
transporis left Honolulu ¢n to
Manila, Capt. Glass of (he Charleston |
signaled that in his wealed orders we
were onlered to captunre Guam
ono had ever heard of the ]-]Jlt-

humorons,  sad,

He sakl, m

route

noe one in{

| ¥
| small importance
1808, |nnt béen able to find any one who had

except | cent

our old ship vavigator who had stopped
there many years before,

Sinee the beginning of the Spanish
| war we bave learnsl much concerning
_the Philippine Tslands; but to convines
| ourselves that we are poorly informel
as to present conditions (here we [
only ask a few questions o endeavor
to answer some. A man came o me
two months ago and asked me to tell
what the form of municipal governmen:
of Manila is. Does the city have a
mavor, conneil, ete. I bad to comfoss
ihat 1 dil not kmow, He cased my
mind a Jitthe when he said he Nad just
been to Harvey Scott and he coulint
tell, and also to several others, 1 de-
termined to find out and wemt o &
man in our city who had been there
three years as a public oflicial in
Manila, and he answernd, “They bave
had some kind of an election gver there,
but Tl be plagued if T know just what
they elected.”

Last week 1 asked one of our physi-
cians, “Who is the govemor of the
Philippine Tslamde since Taft has be-
come Secrvlary of War!™ The prompi
answer was, “Eliln Root.” Last week
1 asked an andience of two hundred men
if any one of them ‘could tell any event
that had taken place in the Philip
pine Tslands last vear”, and no one
said & word. So that I am sure we all
need to keep u little Keener interest in
these islands that have come under our
vowed tever

care, and while 1 have
again to tell my wap story, or rehearse i
or rehash ilie events of B89, still 1

am glad for the opportunity of present- |

ing some of the remarkable facts of
the present comditions

The annnal report of the Philippine I.
Commission is the latest available au- |
themtie information conceruing  the
jslamds, Last year was a remarkable i
{ vear in the Philippine Tslands, nm!l
| present conditions give us mueh to think
I about

that the lml
Our
to have men-
as & matter of I

1 was amazed to find
been a8 famine these all last year.
m'“’_‘l’ll‘ll"l’t s pever
tionsd it or only casually

At any rate, 1 have

heard of it (sinee writing, 1 did find one '

When -urlmnu who faintly remembered that the |

lIrl'gmmun mentionsd it). The rice crop
aiy aevount of

and the

was an absolute failure

Joweusin

drought and pest of

No | death, by Rinderpest, of ninety five per
of the caribom upon which the |

_—ﬁ

THE

MIGHTY;:
SALE

STILL GOING ON

IN ORDER TO MAKE ROOM FOR OUR NEW SPRING AND SUM.
MER GOODS WHICH ARE ARRIVING DAILY WE WILL GIVE A FEW
MORE DAYS IN WHICH TO PURCHASE BARGAINS.

CHILDREN'S COATS WE ARE CLOSING OUT

TIONALLY LOW PRICE

25 Per Cent

All Children’s Dresses

6sc AND Bsc FANCY FRENCH FLANNEL WAISTINGS WHILE THEY

LAST AT 4oc THE YARD,

WE HAVE ON DISPLAY SOME 8:5 AND $30 SUITS WHICH WE

ARE OFFERING FOR $:2.9s5.

One-third

Ladies” Wool Waists

PLACED ON S/LE A FEW WINTER SKIRTS WHICH
WILL CLOSE OUT AT HALF PRICE.

WE HAVE

WE

Note the Wiindow Display
New Spring

of

[
|
|
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|

AT AN EXCEP-

Discount on

off on all

Mohairs.

THE FOARD & ST()I(ES GO.

GREATEST STORE

ASTORIA’S G

Where the New things Make Their I)ehul

1t!w cohtraet to 1000

people depend utterly for oultivation of
Tads,

The Philippine Commirsion had to
comie 1o the relief of the people. When
the rice orops failed, American mer
chants, true to the American way, or
ganieed & symdicate and corvercd all
available vice and bopn to rob the
people systematicaly. They comered
absolately all the China product and
even also the sugar markel. The Phil.
ippine Commission was compelled to go
to Caleutts, almost 4000 miles from
Manila, to got rice; they imported 810,
00000 worth of rive to fead the stary
hig people. This wus sold to the natives
and on gocount of the poar quality of
the Caleutta rice, and its destruction
by weavel, the Commission lost 248,000
on the transaction, But the corner was
broken. Instead of giving the riee to
the people, the Commission gave so
much rice to any man, woman or child
for every bushel of captured lovists
$11,450 was invested in gnlvanized sheet
iron, which was set up as fepces, con
verging to narrow openings through
which the patives would drive the
locusts into trenches beyond: 81000 was
spent for loeust neta.  In alwest all
the provinees the locusts were so nim
erous as to utterly destroy every grow
ing thing.

To supply caribou to the natives the
Commission tade a ocontret with al
Chinese firm  for 10000 caribou Ilumi
China; and the Chinese government, |
discovering so many of
animals were being deported,  limited |
The Prive of al

caribou in Munila is now £75 in gold

these useful |

Avother thing, our papers have nol
is the epidemic of
died

informed us upon,
holera.  Last year 100000 peaple
| from this plague

Decvinher the
0N ites,

On the 22md of last

Friar lands, consisting of
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Protestant, is distorbed in wordbiping
God as he choosss™ When we entered
Manila, though there were 5000 English
residents there, If any of them wished
to bo married, they had te go to Hong
Kong 1o be maried; mo  Protestant
clocgyman was allowed in Manila. 1
have the honor to be the first Protes:
tant clergvan ever allowed there a8
such, 1 once heard & misslonary who
had entered the islands but he bad to
agroe to certain restraints. e gave wp
bin copy of the Hible and agreed not to
preach while n-the islands. 1 took the
first box of. Bibles imto Manila. lan
Maclead, an English resident, had en
deavored to being Bibles into Manila,
but they were confiscated in the cus-
toms house, To be asure, each Englich-
man could have his own Bible, Last
year an avorage of 5000 bibles a month
wunth in native tongue were bought by
the people.

Last year the change of fhe eurrency
in the llands from a silver to a gokl
basis, was pushed as mueh as possible
This has bewn no easy task, and it will
not be wholly completed for some time.
All the colns have to be eollected and
exchanged and reevined.  Considering
the chamgeable values snu the groed of

speotilators, Lhe satublishing of a stable

currency will be slow,

No doubt we have all often wondered
whether the lslamds will ever pay hack
the great amount of money they have
eost, ar whether they will always be &
burden. The balance of trade agninst
the lslands in 1002, was S8214,103; last
vear the balance of trade in favor of

the jslands was $149.808, an increase 'ml

the year of 810024141, Notwithstand
ing (ke famioe and the importation ol
Sl1o000,000  worth  of aml wany

for

Tiee,
olther  beavy  expenditures  as
Cholera melief, BH00MK;  comsus, MM~
i St Louls A575 0

atid S2.000 000 for extensive port works

Expamition,

DO YOU WEAR THE PANTS?

IF YOU DON'T YOU CAN BEGIN VERY CHEAP AND IF YOU DO
YOU CAN “GET THE PAIR YOU NEED"

his Week is
Pants Week

AT OUR STORE—EVERY PAIR OF TROUSERS IN THE STORE IS
REDUCED IN PRICE,

Fine Values for $2.70, 3.15, 3.60

SEE OUR WINDOW

P. A. STOKES.

“WHERE THEY COMBINE PRICE WITH QUALITY"
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vr instend ol weske . I ‘hl N
When the th reghisent  deft the I Ig m

70000 soldiers sty |

iwlands thers svie

Now thee wre|

Lioies] i G0 posls ty & oan of oud Paris bennd of sern.
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: Salt Lake City st 1:35 p, m,, the next | "0 Ry. They own and operate their

own aleeping and dining ears and glve

| tion at all on Che ile of oplum at
JiFenent,’

A apecls]l comittes on oplum was Kp
puinted st year which will report in

presetit modil

New ging:-

hams, percales

oy | thely patroms un excellemve of service
'lu.l{ chtainamlo elsewhere,

Derths in thelr sleopors are  longer
|Ialuhrr and wider than In wmilar cars 2
lon any other line, They protect their
{tralns by tha Block Bystem, 0. K
" | Rowe, Cenernl Agent, 134 Third wtreet,

hold over until midnight, thus allow
ing through passengers the privilege of
& stop-over of ten hours and a half in
Balt Lake City, Eastbound, thess &
will leave Loa Angelos at 8 p. m, und
arrive ot Salt Lake Oity st 8:30 a, m

these islands; amd no oue,

ﬂmmn Catholie, Filipino Catholie,

whelher
o

pliyes of the govermpent (here were
twenty defauiters convicted last year,
nlmost 2 per cent,
A sentémee, on page 4, arrests my
attention, as it reealls such o different | §
condition five yenrs ago: “There is the ’ ;
Wtmost religious freedom enjoyed In |8 BEE

Another cliupter of which we cannot

| be vory prowd ds presented on page H
Lod the report Ametionns  reaponsible .
fir the governiment of i hran i-|ul|'!~i and domestlc
have suffered o most bumiliating expes

wiee during the past year in the nias

prois defalenlions of Aervisens charged

with the offedal dotv of eollecting amd wash goods
disbrwing money,” Out of 1104 sm .

second morning where they will remaln
over until 3:60 p. m, thence to Denver
where they will arrive at 4:20 the fol
lowing sftemoon. This stop-over at |
Balt Lake Cily of the regular line of
sleoping oars promises o be an at
tractive fenture for tLranscontinental |

travelors,
e

Berub yoursell daily, you're not elean |
ineide. ‘This means clean stomash
bowels, blood, liven, cloan healthy Ls
sue in every orgen, MORAL: Take
Hollister's Rocky Mountain Tew. 8

R|cents, Tes of Tableta. Sold by Franl

Hart,

Portland, Ore.

Luckient Man In Arkansas,

“T'm the luckiest man In Arkansas”
| writes 1. L. Btanley, of Hrumo, “since
[ the restoration of my wife's health aftep
fiva vears of continuous wuﬂhlng andd
:Ilndlllg from the Jungs; and | owe my

gootl fortune to the world's greatest
!nadirlno Dry King's New Discovery for
| Consumption, which I know from ex-

rienca will eure consumption if taken
|in time. My wife lmproved with firmt
lottle and tnlu les pompleted the
[ mre Cures (ha worwt coughs and
colde or money relunded. At Chas,
| Bogars, dmﬂm B0¢ and ¥1.00, Trial
~SHaTeY Troe.
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