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DIAMOND - STEALING

—_— —

De Beers Company Loses $2.-
000,000 Annually.

—

DETECTIVES IN THE PLOT

Recent Trial of a Buyer in Cape Town
Brings to Light Many Shady Deals—
Women Help to Steal the Gems—De
Beers Loses About $ro0,000 a Month,

CAPE TOWN, Jan. 28--All of the

stories of diamond smuggling and dia:
mond thieving bave heen revived by re
cent dramatic events which have occur.
red right here in South Afrioa. Not jong
ago Captain Jenner, chief of the detes-
tive department at Kimberley, wrote to
one of his subordinates, a mun named
Damant, asking him to explain certain
damond transactions in which he had
been imvolved. Damant's answer Was
suicide. And in South Africs suicide in
this particular is considered the equiva-
Jent of confession.

But this tragic event was one of the
main factors in bringing about a Te-
markable illicit diamond buying trial
which has just been comcluded at the
crimine] sessions. The amount involy-
el was the largest on record, something
like $180,000, and extraondinary interest
attached to the trial owing to the high
wocial position of the accused, one David
MeGill, Mr. MeGill, who is & well known
diamond buyer at Kimberley, was ae
cused of purchasing diamonds from »
seller who had no diamonds to sell
The law penalizes such a transaction,
because, genemlly speaking, a person
who deals in diamonds without a li-
cense must have acquired, the stoues
in an illegitimate way, either having
stolen them himself or purchased them
from the actual thief.

Is an Organized Gang.

At present the De Beers Company
estimates that they are losing nearly
$2000,000 anually owing to the clever
tactics of an organizsd geng of L B. Bs
{illicit diamond buyers), but in the Me-

Gill case the seller of the diamomds was
Damant.  And  the most remarkable
thing sbout it was that Damant was
the late hesd olerk In the Kimberley
dotective department. But as the de
partment in the course of its dutise
naturally acquires a considerble quan
tity of stomes which it subsequently
disposes of, it might uever have occur
red to a buyer that the ehiel clerk was
selling olherwise than in the ondinary
| course of departmental routine.

t The main question at the trinl was
| whether MeGill knew that Damant was
dealing in illicit diamonds acquired for
illicit purposes. Tt was admitted by
[the accused that transactions aggregal
|ing large sums of MoRey Werw omitted
;l'mm the register, which he had certi
jfied to be correct.

The jury, after a protracted hearing
of the evidence brought in e vendict of
*mot guilty™ on all of the 147 counts
of the charge

Then it was that a remarkable scene
ovcurred in court.  Sir John Buchanan,
the judge trying the case, had distinetly
summed up against McGill and he ex-
pressed his dissent at the verdict in the
strougest possible terms.

Officer Aided the Thieves.

But the ense did rsult in bringing
to light many remarkable facts in con.
nection with the working of the L D, B,
act. Dumant seems to have practically
used the whole mmchinery of his secret
service not to stamp out the trade in
illicit Jdiamond buying, but to encour-
age it for the purpose of carrying on a
private traflic on his own ascount.

According to a statement made by
Colopel Harvis, a De Beers direetor, in
the course of the trial, De Beers loses
about $100,000 in stolen stones every
month. This is ehiefly due to the opera-
tions of a skilful gnog with cleverly laid
plans who get the diamonds out of the
feountry by way of Rhodesia and Natal
to Furope. The gang is understod to
include women who have the Tepula
|tion of experts at this type of robbery.
So great has been the skill of these

| women that not & woman has been de-
| tected in counection with this particu-
“lar and peculiar form of erime for a

greatl many Years.

N. B. Truth, St. Paul, June 31, "08.—
, P've livad so long, 1 remember well when
|the Mississippi was a brook. My good
health and long life came by taking
Hollister's Rocky Mountain Tea. 35
cents. Frank Hart, druggist.

| THE LAST

CALL FOR
JANUARY !
SHOPPERS

YOU'VE JUST THREE MQIE SHOPPING DAYS LEFT THIS
MONTH, THREE MORE IN WHICH TO PARTICIPATE WITH US IN

The Greatest of All
January Sales

IF YOU APPRECIATE TRUE VALUES, YOUR OWN SELF IN-
TEREST SHOULD PROMPT YOU TO TURN TO US FOR YOUR

EVERY NEED,

THE LAST THREE DAYS ARE GOING TO BE HUMMERS AND
WE WANT EVERY WOMAN WHO HAS SHOPPING TO DO TO GET

FULL BENEFIT OF THE .

BIG RED

UCTIONS

Don’t Delay,
You

Come While
May

AND REMEMBER THAT NO MATTER WHAT YOUR PURCHASE 18

YOU WILL GET

ONLY NEW GOODS

THE FOARD & STOKES CO.

ASTORIA’S GREATEST STORE.

Where the New things Make Their Debut.

THE MORNING ASTORIAN. ASTORIA. OREGON.

ASTORIANS DOWN SOUTH.

Newsy Notes From a Member of the
Delegation Touring Califernia.

Under date of Jannary 25th, one of
the Astoriam party out with the big
Oregon  Development League excursion
writes this offfice as follows from Les
Angoles:

‘Some of the boys attempted a joke
oit the writer of this, In sending you
people that menn from San Jose the
other day. The min did follow ws. how
ever, until we started from Paso Robles
on last Priday moming, showering un
tokl wealth on the Califormians.

“The delegation has beon generonsly
emtorimined Were by the Chmmber o
Commerce of the City of 1the Angels
which organization, by the way, has o
mewbership of 2000, vach of whom pays
the sum of £1.00 each and every month,
and all hands in ‘good standing’. The
fenterfainment began on Saturday last
and will continue until Sunday. 0
consists of excursdons over all the prin
cipal routes of inferest bereabout, amd
to all the famous beaches, including
Cataling Ishund, San Diegn. Pasadena,
Mount Lowe, the Ostrich Farm, the
great Raldwin rauch, and the biggest
of the orange and walnut groves in the
country. Many of these are absolutely
free, with free lunches, as ot Venien,
free dinner at Greems, in Pasdena, thy
Inest place in this country, ete. Other
trips were Turnished at special mites

“The beautiful roof garden of palms
and ferns on top of the uew Hotel Green
st Pasadens was thrown open for the|
eapocial enjoyment of the delegation;
and the Hotel Raymond served a mag
nificent and refreshing lunch to mti
hungry host.  Fuch trip out of the city
was accompanied by & committee of
pleasant prople from the Chamber of
Commeree, so nothing was lost for want
of suggestion and explanation as we
journeyed. '

“The San Diego trip this
morning with & hay-over until Sunday
The delegation (s diminishing some
what, aa some of the members have
been compelled to leave on business
engagements, for home, and elsewhure

“At Pasadena | inquired for some
Oregon apples and was told that none
Id been on that market this year, and
that importations thereof had been
made from other districts.  An inquiry/
made in Los Angeles for some Warren: |
ton minced clams, met the response
that there were none there, but !hal'
there were plenty of Hafferty's pnrk.'
from Gray's Harbor.

bwegeins

“We have seen large groves of or
enges, but no pickers yet. Navels an'
not yet generslly ripe and will not be
until February -and  Mareh, Seedless|
will ripen in April and the Valencias|
{later. Oranges that are sent out before
thess dates are not ripe, in this nor any
other warket, though they may rilmn.|
even on the market. The earliest or
anges come from the
further north, )
| “The other great crop bere is “tour: |
list%', and the many ways and things)
devised to attract him, and derive a|
profit from him, cannot be envmerated |
in one short Jetter like this,

interior Hl”e'\ Ll

“I'he famous ‘Raymond’ is open here|
fur only three months in the year and

the re

the ‘Green' for six months, so
cvipts must be immense in those shart |
segsons, Lo !ll*] the mnatabls profits

howtelries”

that are claimed for these
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¢ FLOTSAM AND JETSAM.

I It is reported that (he steamers T,

|

|J. Potter and Hassalo will |-nu-l|--.oii.\
l"!..-!lﬂ! places on or ahout the first of
the coming month. The Husslo, e
equipped, refurnished and freshiened up,
from wlem to stern, going into com

mission on the Polter's Astoria-Port-
‘l:l"'} run and the big and handsome side
whesler retiring to the ship yard for a
WHorough prerlmuling prepamtory o
her summer business as 8 coasl exour
son boat, (Her overluuling to include

staff will pass to the Hassalo for ser-
viee, the erew included.

Portland at 11 o'clock yesterday morn:
ing. She went to the bar, but Lhings
were & shade too rough for her.

flrst possible moment,

The Oklohams went back to Port-
lund yesterday morning with the three
masted schooner Aliee McDomald and
the Italian ship Margherita, on her tow:
lines.

The steamship Columbis is due in
this morning from the Golden Gale

The stesmer Noyo was the only ar-
rival in over the bar yesterday,

amount of Hollister's Rocky Mountain
Tes she takes. 36 centa, Tea or Tablets,

Prank Hart, droggist.
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the painting of her funnel). Her official | ¥

The staamer Czaring came down from |3

Rhe
will get out for San Francisco at the

Men are judged by the company they |8
keep, but §t isn't a8 easy to sizse up 8¢
woman by ber hat. Judge her by the|

THE COMING ENTERTAINMENT.

Reganding the “Rosclan Combe Opera
Jompany,” which makes thelr original
debut wt Fisher's next Friday night, the
Portland Telegram has this to say:

“IM the majority of the $150 and
even 82 musdeal attraetions which come
to Portland had as many good voloes
s were found in the Rosclan Opers
Company at the Marquam Grand last
wight, the publie would be thankful for
something besides a collootion of bean:
tiful seotwry. At popular prices, the
Roscian Opern Company gives » big
return for the money, Unlike the gen-
oral run of alleged musical companies,
it eally dopends on the vocal efforts of
its members to make good.  And, for
its size, it givds & marvelous gquantity
of barmony. El Capitan,' the Sousa
comie opers, was used Lo open Lhe en-
gagement last evening, and it served to
introduee one of the best tenors this
town has listened to this season, F. W.
Walters possesses this tenor, and his
elear notes, with a high range and dis-
tinet delivery of words, won for him
severul encores every time he had a
Miss Homel Davenport, who play-|’
ol Estrelda, exhibited one of the high-
est sopranos of the year. In addition
to this she was & hard worker, and il
sverything possible to throw ginger into
the entertainment, Clande Asmden, the
lesding comedian, who had the role of
Fl Capitan, earries & basso volee with
him end & fund of humor, Hilliard
Campbell, as Seramba, Miss Lucia Nola
and Mise Eifie George are the other so
loists,  With but » wsingle exeeplion,
they have stronger voices and  more
uisicn]l than those heard n any other
given show of the seasm™

THE

BREATEST
SALE

0f all Great Sales
Going on Now

REDUCTION
REDUCTION
REDUCTION

REDUGTIONS

warkon.

REDUGFIONS

Look atour Window and

Sce the $4.65 S“it’

Special

P. A. STOKES
“EREYo T FEphomons,

Seat sale opens at Hoefler's Thurs.
day morning,

REDUCTIO
REDUCTIONS -
REDUCTIONS

The Grip,

“Before we can sympathize with oth.
ors, wo must have suffered ourselves”
No one oan realise the suffering sttend-
ant upon an atsck of the grip, unless he
has had the setual experience, There
is probably no disease thatl causes so
much physical and mental agovy, or
which so successfully defles medical aid.
All danger from the grip, however, may
be avoided by the prompt wse of
Chamberlain's Cough Remedy. Among
the tens of thousands who have used
this remedy, not one ease has ever been
roported that has resulted in pueumonia
or that has not recovered. For sale by
Frank Hart, and leading druggists.

’
DR. EARLE'S RELIEF,

——

Dr. Baylisa T. Farle, federal health
officer st this port, departs on Satur-|
day next, on his four month's furlough. |

Please Our
and every friend he has in this lﬂ‘\lv"lli Customera
of the world hopss he may enjoy every

moment of s outing and veturn to Mafe o o (s the vital part of business
post mnd  duties, rofyeshed and v in- |

vigoraled for another season of L""“',l!u,\ of us and you will buy right.
work., Dr. Fae reeeived a  disptch,
yeatorday, from D Franch 1. MeKeon, |
n San
A

.............

BEE

A WORD TO THE WISE I8
SUFFICIENT,

We quote you our dependuble Mochs

of New iyleans, wha s now

Francison, and wha will aivive in & Java Colfee:

taris this week In time to yelieve In

Earle, and will take full charge during 1lb, can | I

the latter’s absonee, D MoKeon
0 F an ashstant surgeon in e Pablie Healt vib. cans . . o, 78
a ew and Marine Hosplial servin  of 31b cans . . 1.00

governiment amd gentleman of eulture

professionally and socially, Every pound guaranteed i give satie-

faction Or your money lael.,

More Days

“UNDER TWO FLAGS,

Left of the §[, tos o v g imhs
ot gt e e vt ASTORIAGROCERY

It will b & strong stiraction

he  thoroughly | Phone Main 081

the post

Great
Reduction

Sale

ONE OPPORTUNITY
MONTHS T0 BUY THE NE-

and will, umdonhted]y

823 Commercial Sk

well [m!mi.lu-.l_

SOME FLUES AFIRE. P

A Jamalcan Lady Speaks Highly of
Chamberlain's Cough Remedy,

menl, Mrs, Michael Mart, wife of the super-
howe of Mre Grant at No. 6l4 Com-, intendent of Cart Servies al K“rm
mervial streat, which wan answered by | Jamaica, West Indien Islands, says thad
Chief Foster in person, the presesice of | she has for some years used Chamber-
the engines not being redjuired, as i) lain's Cough Ilmady for coughs, eroup
was but a fue burping out, and easily | and whooping cough and has found It
At 10 o'elock ne o, another| yery beneficlal.  She han fmplicit con-
fidence in it and would not be withoul
a bottle of it In her home, BSold by
Frank Hart, and leading druggists,

At ] o'vhwek

alarm waa turied in to

vestortlay morning a still

|
Ve flre depart-|
offlee, from the

vin the chilefls

IN »

le‘nu AT A 10 PER CENT wtibulnied
enll wan sent in from Upiontown, for a
fue-fire in one of the small homes aotith
of uml opposits  the Elmore cannery
As in the former ease, so in this one,
o danuge, save some scorched wood- |

W ul’k, Wikn nllﬂl‘lﬂi

REDUCTIONS.
SHEETING, MUSLINS, CALI-

REDUCE FREIGHT RATES

RAN FRANCISOO 28, - As
The Baltimore & Ohle Rallroad resull of a conference of the I'I-['"I:Iﬂl'
Commencing Bunday, November “'|||\¢- of the Armour Car Lines and
2 [ traln No. 6, the Royal Blue Limited, Wil | 116 gunia Fo Rofrigerator Lines a re-
o leave Orand Central passsnger stalion | gyeijon of $10 & ear to Chisngoe and
Chicago at 6 p, m., instead of 3:30 p. m. | 21760 o car to New York was made on
R |and will arrive in Pittsburg at 0:356 & | giidous frelghts.  The compnet cons
R |m., Washington st €:40 p. m., Baltimore | 4juy o clawse prohibiting rebates,
B|5:50 p. m. Philadelphia, 8:10 p. m. Now |
R| York 10:40 p, m. the same a8 with the
old schedule, thus reducing the time
R | one hour and thirty minutes. No exces —
2| fare will be charged on this fast limited | Ong who Is subject to billous abtacks
train. All other traine will arrive and | ] potice that for & day or more be-
B[ depart the same as formerly. Stop-over | fore the attack be s not bungry st
2 s allowed at Washington, Baltimore and | meal times and feels dull after ssting.
R | Philadelphia, not to exceed ten days, ot | A dose of Chamberlalo's Stomach snd
each place, on all first-alase through | Liver Tablets ‘when these first wymp.
tekots, 'Iumqpurwmmdoilhm.
(hey are for sale by Frank Hart and
| leading druggists,

COES, DRESS GOODS.

——

ALL SEASONABLE GOODS
LIKE CLOAKS, HATS, MISSES'
DRESSES AND OTHER OUTER
GARMENTS SOLD AT COST
AND LESS.

CHANGE OF TIME

Jan "

WE HAVE A FEW EXCEL-
LENT BARGAINS LEFT IN
SUITS AND CLOAKS,

i Sl

How to Prevent Bilious Attacks
' Che

{BEE

The Morning Astorian, 86 & month

»




