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If you are thinking of attending
Business College, you eanmot afford
to ignore the best one in the North-
west,

Our equipment is unsurpassed.
The proprietors are teachers.
Our graduates are all employed.

A Puzzle of Pearls
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of patrons. Diguified gentlomen, | #4784, dumfounded, upon ensptiness. will from within
gray or bald, were standing behind the The pearin were gone. “You hear me i

Vo

Klows cnses, waltlng with waxen pla-
cldity for the openiug of the duy's busl
neas, and there was neltbhor life por

“color In the acene save by the door, of direfull le SEND FOR CATALOGUE FREE.
where » golden batred of wolid facts and the ontlines of a plan | YOT#® OF soie ol “wl 4
duintily gowned was lllh’l:::":'l(:(::.l;; I action. Rbe locked the Jewel case | PIO0I0R OF the feelings kg > L c-rs. PER MONTH

ltovers), nephew of the proprietor.
Hetween them was a small, plain, o
expensive Jewel case, open, and the
Indy was looking down into It, where
Iny & string of pearls, not large ones
nor especially notable to the ordinary
observer, but possessing recondite mer.
fs which commended them dearly to

For some minutes Mre, Hashrouck's pouple of hours,” sald he In conclusion,

“and 1 hope for the best results.”
:“‘f"p::.::; m&‘;"t‘: "."l"m The allotted time had almost expired
the midst of this chaos the semblance | *7¢ Mr. Hasbrouck was upon the

ind put it loto the safe. Then she went of Mr. Paul Roversl was put into her

Jowustairs to the telephone, but, after bands, sad presently the young man

contemplating the Instrument thought. | tered. @ tragic figure, pale an paper.
fully, she turned away, Bhe had re He paused at three yards distance and

membered that the Rovers! estabiish. | 0oked into her eyes, and slowly a won-
ment had & private exchange and that | 8rous and beautiful change came over
the girl n charge of it could overbear | M0

o conversation. The preseut affair| “I koew it wasn't true,” he sald sim-
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he seomed to demand an absolute discre- | PIy 28 & child and with a sob of ex-

t ,q':;':?m; wald Mew, Husbrouek, | U0, It would be hetter to communi- qlflllll relief. CUPS AND BAUCERS,

*I could look at them all day. Aren't | “*'* with Paul Roversl by note. Slw :I‘m!' she echoed. CHOCOLATE SBTS.

they beautiful?” And she pushed the | ¥T0t® therefore, as follows: My wuncle #aid that you suspected

box toward Roversl, who looked nt the| My Dear Mr. Roversi— Your warning |@®" he answered firmiy. “I think his SALAD SETS, ' et Me TI II

pearis for a few seconds and then

closed the lld upon them. Mrs, Has-

brouck turned a tiny key In the lock.
Rovers! escorted her to the carriage

which walted before the door, and PP R it e ALL APPROPRIATE
®hen she was seated he put down the :l:ihuml;::xk m;‘““ CHRISTMAS GIFTS. Tnvclerhothehut,lhunwodforyu:

little green casket beside ber. He had
brought it from the store, holding 1t he-
fore him in both hands as if it had
been fragile, and when he had set it In
the carriage he uttered some words of
caution in a balf Jesting tone,
It mattered little what he sald. He
fascinated her always when he spoks,
his lips were delicate and wonder-
lly moblle, and his eyes brightened
and changed with the current of his
thought. Burely he was a remarkably
handsome young man, and the lady
Wwas aware of his cuarm to the polot of
poaitive pain. Yet she could never un-

o A And yet,” be continued, "I could bave d
R S s & e e tirgives you. 1 could 80t heve Mamed To Order the Rock Island from Minneapolis and St. Paul
no buman belng bad a right to deny you. What other explanation was pos- STEAX PROCESS. to Chicago.

ber. Bhe was a widow whose married
life had scarcely a semblance of reality
In ber memory. It was only & dream
of a man's sudden and fatal 1lioess,
and, looking back upon it, she seemed
te bebold "herself Jn bridal dress and
mourning crape on the same day,

Three years bad dimmed the picture.
Blie wan a girl In heart and lu looks—In
all things, fodead, except the (ndepend.
ence of her #tation and the countrol of
& great fortune. Roversl was ber equal
soclally, and, though be had not a pen-
ny of his own, she bad enough for two,
It he had extravagant tastes, so that
be must go to his Indulgent uncle twice
4 year with a bandful of debts, at least
be was a geotlemanly spendtbrift, and
bis follles had never brought him Inte
condemnation under the casy code of
wodern soclety. It Is not probable that
Mre. Hasbrouck snalysed the young
man's character to any serlous advan.
tage. Her fears and bopes, her Joy and
pain, proceeded not from the worklogs
of ber mind, but was from the agita
tion of ber heart,

Absorbed In meditations which were
upon the whole agreeable, Mrs. Has
brouck rode homeward with ber pearls.
The carriage stopped beskde the curb,
and the lady glanced out of the open
window, expecting to see the famillar
doorsteps and red masoury before the
portal of her house. Instead she saw
the fuce of a groom In her employ who
wos standing n an attitude of apology
with cap In bhand,

“Beg pardon, ma'am,” sald bhe. “I1
was on my way to Mr. Chandler's"—
& maker of saddlery—"about a saddle-

"BRG PARDON, MA'AM,." SAID WA
cloth, If you'll be so good ar to remem-
ber, und was this the pattern that you
wanited, ma'sm?”

He took a bit of cloth from the In-
slde of his cap and beld It up.

“No," sald Mra. Hasbrouck. *It was
the other.”

After many futile efforts the man
found the right sample and went off
upon his errand. Two minutes later
Mra. Hasbrouck alighted st her res!-
dence, the jewel cnse in ber hand, Bhe
carried it directly to a room on the
second floor where there was a safe set
into the wall. By a window of this
room she sat down to enjoy a lam
gtmpse of her favorite trinket before
consiguing It 0 the darkness of the

was prophetic—my baloved pearls have | own mind was pot clear of that jujus-
vanished. 1 4id not leave the carringe | lice. He bas bis excuses; be !
that I bave meney difficulties. But
you"'—

Wrath blazed in Helena Hasbrouek

au; anger agninst that relentiess, mall-
clous dewmon, the Truth, & creature sent
luto this world to tortoure us.

“He dared say that!” she cried. “J
will make him smart for it. And you—
you belleved bhim, though you bave
beard me give you very beartily the
name of friend"

“l knew it wasn't true,” be repeated,
scarcely leas false than berself, yet
with an hovest striving for the faets.
“It was the idea, the mere thought of
It, that tortured me. It was like an evil
dream that baunts one after waking.

sible or Is possible at this Instant?
Buch sleight of hand as a child is capa-
ble of would have sufficed to do it there
o our store, and you would have lock-
od sn empty box.”

“l never dreamed of It," mald she
“You youraelf are the sufficient anawer
to such an accusation. I hold you for a
man of bonor”

“And If | bad taken them?" said be,
dmwing near to her, with a sudden

mad question In his eyes,
until 1 camo to my own door, and the
locked Jowsl case was besids me all the| “Paul” she answered, with white
:Lnnu.“l':wh it m::’m house and opened | lips, “I should have been upon your
Was s f
his 0 & very blask mystery. bt 1 side. ?’o would have been thleves to-

think that there must be & hitherto neg-
lected talent within me—a talent for de-| At this Inopportune moment Detec-
teotive ressarch. Already I seam to #ee | tiye Newell was announced. He ea-

the truth In this distressing affalr, but
my Jeck of esparience constralne me 16 tered bearing a green jewel case In his

nsk advice ae 10 the best method of pro- | bends, and when It was set upon the
cedure, First, however, | must state my [ table he opened It and disclosed the
theory. . . pesris,

-t:‘m. 'l Jooked out of ihe windew and| "YOu are a better detective than 1
saw a groom named Michasl Baar, wheo|am, Mrs. Hasbrouck.,” sald he. “Your

BN DISPATOHNED THIS BY ONE OF NER
DEPENDENTS.

very deferentlally consulted me about an | note to Mr, Nloversi stated the case ab- ¢

errand upon which 1 had seat him sariier
in the d“u Does It not seem possible that solutely dead right, with one small ex-

this was u feature of a clever plot and|ception—the third thief didn't reach in|%
that while Michael engaged my attention | through the window to change the @
upon one sido a confederate came to the boxes: he was hidden under the car-|§

opposite window of the carriage, reached
in, uniocked the box with a duplicals key,
locked It agaln and faded away Into the
turmoll of the city?

It I» true that when I had concluded my
Interview with Michasl I happened to look
out of the other window and saw a big
blue policeman glanding on the edge of
the sidewalk across the way. | distinctly
remember him, and It seems strange that
he should have been unable to ses this
crime, committed under his very nose
Yet policamen are falling more and more
Inte the grip of evil ways. Perhaps this
ons s even now dividing my pearls with
Michas! and his two accomplices. 1 say
“two,” for | feel sure that my coachman
was I the plot and that tha third thief
was also one of my servantia

You will remember (hat I have very
oftan used this green plush Jowel case
In earrylng jewels back and forth belween
my house and Lhe sstablishment of Mr.
Henry Roversl, your esteemed uncle. 1
have left the case emply In my carriage
dosens of times, and this must have been
remarked by my servants. To proocure a
duplicate key—or perhaps another case
precisely similar, to be used (n a rapid
and dexterous exchange—would have been
perfectly eusy, Btill, of course, there's
the pollcoman. But I must stick to my
theory, It la nol possible for me L0 enter-
tain any other.

You know how dear this bauble was to
me. I look to you for help In recovering
it, and I have mentloned my loss to no
one else. Ploape communicate with me an
soon as you have come to a declsion, Hin.
cerely yours,

HELENA HABBROUCK

Bhe dlspatched this Ly one of her
dependents, a Uright eyed youth of -
dwarflsh stature, but of an excelledt | wpnn ,ne 4 NEPFER DETEOTIVE THAN I
babit of reticence, and then she walted AN
In many kinds of misery for Roversl's rags sest. Whén your attentios was

reply. o

An hour passed. She sent agaip for g::.ﬁﬁ;::.nr;&::gf‘. ——
the dwarf. Ile had returned from hls “Uuder the seat? cried Mrs. Has
errand and had gove out agala upon |\, wgurely there lsn't room.”
another. Hbe regretted the eaution) ™, o o enough for your dwarf” re
which had forbidden her to tell him sponded Newell, “the fellow whos you
to report to her lmmediately, but she | o o e note to Mr. Roverst. He
bad not wished to make him think too tead It, of course, as soon s be was
seriously of his mlsslon. Anotber hour out of your al‘hl.'ll.l(l the accuracy of
dragged away. Mrs. Hasbrouck could your statement scared him blue. He
stand suspense no longer. She called |,y 4o coachman and Michael Sasr
Roversi's by telephone and learned that | o0y socoiher. After my talk with
Paul Lad gone out, o one kusw when you I notified the sleuths at the rallroad
or why. men ‘wi

“I would like to speak with Mr. He ?i'.“m.';': ,::m‘:',"‘;':";_o‘:‘mw“..“
ry Roversl” she sald upon a suvdden| . .=, my note?” she breathed, pass
resol ve. ing bim as Rovers! was bending over

Ounly an exact quotation, mot posalble the jewel case.
to the present chronicler, could prop “I'm sorry, but 1 Jost i, he sald and
erly reveal the sympathy which Mr.|a 00 nut it 1nto her band.
Roversi felt and expressed when be| o0 b the shect of paper with
lenrned of Mrs, Hasbrouck's loss, nervous fingers and, turning, gave the

“Have you any wuspicloua? be asked | 400 iiv s yuch a look of gratitude that
at lnst. be blushed for the first time In some

“None whatever,” she replied Fears.

Mr. Rovers! admitted that the case e <=
wis mysterious and deeply distressing

he begged that 1t might be Inid be | As 8 rule people discover & man to

::drh Mr, Newell, the ll‘t::tr dotective | be worth listening to only after be s
who quardéd the vast treasures of the | Sobe.—Bchopenhaver.
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FANCY TEA POTS.
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(Accordion, Sunburst’
and Koife Pleating

No Hot Irons, No Burning of Goods.
Miss O. Gould
Eighth Floor, Marquam Building.
PORTLAND,

Prompt and Carefu) Attention Given
to all Out-of-Town Orders. J
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East and South.

—best meals on wheels.

‘RockIsiand
System

. Moming Astorian, 75 cents & month,

through Pullman sleepers, both
Standard and Tourist, going East from the
Coast at frequent intervals. Over two routes
they travel via Rock Island System for a good

You can go by way of Ogden, Salt Lake and
Colorado, or you can go by way of San Francisco,
Los Angeles and El Paso, and the Rock Island
will land you in Kansas City, St. Louis or Chi.
cago. Direct connection in Union Stations at
all three cities for all important points in the

Or the traveler via Northern route can take

Rock Island service is the kind that gratifies

OO

DOOG O

OOODOOOOOOOOOGS

LDODOOODOOOOODOOOSOC

LR R R R N R R O R R O RO oOsCss

ASTORIAN BUILDING

)

L i R

We Want to Talk to You

We do it in Al the Latest and
Best Styles of the Art. ...
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We take your Old Magazines that you
have piled away on your shelves and make
Handsome Books of them fit to grace any
library, |

We take your old worn out books with

the covers torn off, rebind them and return
to you good as any new book,

Let us figure with you on fixing up your
Library.
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ABOUT BOOK BINDING

The J. S. Dellinger Co.

Makers of All Kinds of Books
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