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A POWERFUL NAVY.

The New Jersey, which was launehed ut Quiniey,
Mauss., Iast week, is the fifth and last battwship of hor
class to be set afloat. That stage in the history of
sach a vessel usually represents from 50 to 60 per
eent of advancement toward completion. Mo than
two years have elapsed since the keel of the New
derser was laid, but a mueh shorter period in addi-
tin will probably be required for her eomp'etion
It 15 not unreasonable to hope that she and her sister
will be ready for their trial early in 1906

This elass of vessels oceupies a position inier
mediate between the heavily armored ernisers, among
which are the Colorado and the West Virzinio, ond
the hattleships of the Connectieut cluss. The New
dersey will displace 15.000 tons when finished il
the Connecticut 16,000, while the displaccent of the
Colorado is 14,500, Another significant eharactor
istic of the vessel which went down the wiys yester.
day i that she is expeeted to develop a specd of nine-
teen knots, or one more than the leviathau that was
lannehed at the Brookiyn yard a few weeks a0, In
that respect there is a second point of resemblance
to the fleetfooted Colorado. When the menders of
ai' three groups are ready for serviee the American
navy will have eighteen of the best fighting ships
in the world, besides those already in commission.

Dispatehes from Washington report that the gen-
eral board has recommended to Seeretary Morton a
program in which three new battleships are inelnded.
Inasmuch as homogeneity is looked upon as highly
advantageous, the board has decided to advise adher-
ence to the Connecticut type for the present. There
has ben some talk in Washington about a battleship
having a displacement of 18,000 tons and mounting
nothing smaller than guns of 8 or 10 inches ealibre.
The idea may not have been abandoned, but it is ut
least held in abeyance. Should the secretary of the
navy approve the suggestion just made, and should
congress provide the necessary money at the next ses.
sion, the contracts might be let' by midsummer and
actual work begun n few weeks later. If the same
progress is made in construetion that has been eof-
focted with the Connectient, the new battleships
might be completed before the close of 1908,
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STATE AND CHURCH.

One of the greatest boons our form of govern-
wonl confers upon the people is the absolute sepa-
ration of chureh and state, and all efforts to make the
former body paramount must fail as long as the
American people retain that sense of vigilanee which
i8 daclared to be the priee of liberty. In recent years
sttempts, more or less covert, have been made to
eombine the two, in the interest of the spiritusl
body, but the reception they met with was not en
conraging, says the Brooklyn Standard Union. The
m: st recent was at the Episcopal general eonvention
at Indianspolis, where one of the delegates, with the
t « of “‘general” moved to appoint a com-
mittee of clergvmen and Jaymen for the purpose of
momorizing the legislative hodies of the various
states ‘“‘in the interest of laws restricting the per-
foryrance of marriages to ministers of the gospel."'

Probably the mover did not realize the full seope
of his resolution, which was, in fact, revolutionary,
ginee it would debar many non-church members, who
do not believe in ministers, yet are good, law-abiding
citizens, from contracting marriage, which they can
now do by the civil form, through certain duly au-
thorized magistrates, marriage being regarded by the
state as a eivil funetion and not nécessarily a sacra-
ment, as held by eertain seets of the Christian
chureh, It is a coneession to the sentiments of many
that clergymen are empowered by the state to per-
form the marringe ceremony, as magistrates, al-
thoagh many persons are not aware of that distine.
tion. Some races, like those of the European con-
tinent, employ both the civil and the religions eere-
mony in eontracting marriage, and the ‘‘high eon-
iraeting parties’” are eareful to have the eivil one
first. In this country, among native Amerieans, the
mivster-magistrate is preferred to the civil one,
largely as a tradition of the fathers,

Of course no legislature would for a moment eon-
sider so radical a measure as the one proposed by
this Episcopal delegate, as it would be conferring on
the chureh powers never contemplated by the fathers
of the republie, and to that extent an infringement
v the liberty of the individual. Any action of that

sort by a legislature would, without doubt, result ser-
jously to that body. In our land church and state
are two, or rather, the state is **the’ one, while the
church has many forms, This is well, since it gives
scope for that freedom of opinion in matters non
vential on which Americans justly pride them.
selves, while uniting them on the one thing essential,
the sovereignty of the people,
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TREES FOR CITY PLANTING,

The citizens of Sumas observed Arbor day in a
wanner that many treeless cities might emulate, says
the Post-Intelligencer. Business was generally sus-
pended and everybody engaged in the work of
beantifying the city by planting native forest trees.
Mon were sent into the mountains to take up the large
pnles and haul them to the eity, One foree of ex-
perts dug the holes while another crew sawed the
fnmber for boxing the trees after they were planted

all the men to work, four of the principal streets wery
cronmented.

Visitors making their first tour of the northwest
cottment on the desolation of cities having no orna-
mental shade trees.  They see the real treeless plains
in the wheat fields and wonder why people living in
citios do not attempt to break the monotony by plant-
ing trees. To the ordinary man of the eastern states
a home without trees is only a temporary abiding
plice. It belongs only to the nomadie plainsmen and
rlons not indieate any degree of modern eivilization
That is the view some western eitizens have taken,
and are trying to remedy the evils,
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THE FRENCHMAN AS A PEACEMAKER.

We see the Frenchman today in a role he never
before eéssayed to ply in the thousand years of his
dountry 's history, In the world's polities the French-
man 18 now the man of peace. Deleasse has prevent.
vd nowar between Russin and England, It was
I'ranee’s foreign minister that eame to the fore and
found a peaceful solution of a problem that promised
war. says the Examiner.

That France may have had a selfish interest in
tmintaining the European peace is true, but when it
vomes to war the Frenchman has not always consult
¢1 his own interests. From Chalons to Sedan the
Fivnchman has usually been the apostle of blood and
von. War was the first thought, and the French
viplomat came to the front only to exact a tribute
for victory or pay the smallest indemnity in defeat
The military man down to seventy always was in the
axeendant. The saints of France were soldiers, and
ber cardinals were great only when, like Richelieu,
they made war. Her warrior Kings were her heroes

Delensse assumes a new place in Freneh history
P is a product-of the republic, and if the Fronch
republic is to work for the peace of Europe, France
15 beginning an éra of her history that will be more
glorions than even those when Turenne and Conde
commanded her armies or when Napoleon made the
nation the terror of Europe.

In Russin's last war with England the French.
wim was England’s ally and bore the brunt of the
tvhting. Now France is Russin’s ally; but she
eloets to play the role of a peacemaker.

Deleasse having prevented war betwen England
and Russia, might be the man of the hour to bring
about the end of the war between Russia and Japan.

'he eity of Los Angeles has plans lnid for con-
vwioting a teact of 3000 aeres of brush land into a
commercial park. At present it is neither ornamental
nor profitable, By planting good hardwood timber
varieties it is argued that in a few yvears there will be
an meome from the forest, and the beauty will not
be marred by selling a portion of the timber. Such
plantings have been eonducted for many years in for-
vign countries. Good results may he expected wher
ever proper methods are adopted,

Tree planting on Puget sound shonld he an easy
method of ¢ity ornamentation. It is the natural
lind of trees. All varieties, both deciduons and
evergreen, grow to perfeetion. There is no reason
why every city should vot have plenty of every va-
siety. The native treos are suited for all conditions.

te had for the expense of transferring from their

¢very city be celebrated by planting native trees on
the streets,
e T T SR

Mr. Himes’ letter bears out what we have re

center of the coast’s greatest dairying industry.
United, determined effort is surely necessary to
bring about proper development of dairying here,

unreasonable to suppose that the people of the coun.
ty will soon awake to realization of the dnirying
possibilities of this section,

.
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leaders from the public service.”” It looks as though
the party itself, as well as the leaders, had been dis-
rlmrgl'll.
.__
Really, the Philippines are making rapid progress
toward self-government,
gave Roosevelt 606 votes to 811 for Parker.

By making the oeeasion a general holiday and getting

A straw vote at Manila
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They have no saperiors for street planting. They can | 8

komes in the mountains, Let the local Arbor day of | §

peatedly stated—that Clatsop county should be the

but, in view of the progress recently made, it is not|#

Henry Watterson interprets the election “‘as the|§
discharge of the existing generation of Democrntie| 8
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Remember we are offering special

values in OVERCOATS, not alone in

price, but in overconts that are ‘‘cre~

ations” from

the best tailors of |

America. In this vast assortment of ¢

swell garments we

can ‘‘fit the hard to §

fit,” “please the hard to please,” at :

about oneshalf your tailor’'s price.

Money bacKk if dissatisfied.

.
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Home of
Swell Togs

P. A. STOKES

Swell Togs
For Men. §
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THE BIG CORN CROP.

Yield of 2,454531,000 Bushels Is In-
dicated.

New York., Nov, 156.—The monthly
crop report Issued by the department
of agriculture yesterday, as figured by
Statistlclan Brown, of the Produce Kx-
change, Indleates a yield of corn of 2,-
464,531,000 bushels, comparing with last
month's  estimate of  2,481,700,000
bushels and with the harvest In 1903
of 3,244.176,026 bushels. The average
an acre Is 267 bushels, aa compared
with nn average of 255 bushels In 1903,
288 bushels In 1902 and & 10-year aver-
age of 24.2 hushela, The general aver-
age an to quality in 882 bushels, com-
pared with 531 last yeuar, 80,7 In 1903,
and 73.7 In 1901, It Is estimated that
abiout 8.8 per cent of the corn erop nf;
1908 remained in the hands of faum-rul
on November 1 this year, agalnst L3
per cent In 1800, 1.9 per cent In 1903
and 4.8 per cent in 1901

The eatimate of the avernge yield of
buckwhent Ie 18,0 bushels an acre, an
ngalnst 175 1903, 151
busheln In 1902, and a 10-Year average
of 179 bushels. The
quulity In 815 per cent, against 914
Jast year, S51 In 1902 and 531 in 190)

bushels  In

AVErnge

avernge as to quality Is S04, comparsd

avernge of 136 tona

1.2 one year ngo, 547 In 1802 and %12
in 1901,

ent ot Tolklo of the Times mays that all
necounts from Port Arthur concur in
uttrlibating the merit for the stubiborn

for | defenwe which in wtill helng malntalned |

The eatimate of the average yleld of
Naxsesd In 10.2 bushels sn acre, com«
pared with &4 bushels In 1903 and 78
bushels In 182 The avernge as to
quality Is 92 per cent, compared with
K40 one year ago.

The eatimate of the average yield of
potatoes s 1104 bDushels an acre, o8
aguinst S4.7 In 1903, 84 In 1902, and A
10-yenr avernge of 81 bushels. The

with 864 one year ago, 0.4 In 1902,
and 784 In 1901,

The estimate of the average ¥ield of
hay In LG2 tons an acre, agalnst 1:54
Lons In 1903, L50 In 1802, and a 10-year
The Average na
to qunlity Is 837 por cent, am ngninst

GENERAL FOCK |8 THE HERO,

He, Not Btoessel, Is Making Remark-
able Stand at Port Arthur,

London, Nov. 15-The corresponds

lo Gepernl Fook, who commanids the

Rusnlan left,

SOME SCHOOL BTATIBICS.

-

Men Are Getting Out of the Profession
Very Rapidly.

Nine per cont of the entire popula-
tlon of the United Statos attended the
public schools during the Aseal year
ending June 30, Thia In shown by the
report of the seerelary of the Interlor,
which states that 16,000,631 pupliy were
wnirolled, The comt wis $22.76 per cap-
Ita per pupll, and §3.16 per capita of the
totn) population of the country. The
expense has Increased and the attend-
ance han alightly decreased. One of
the features of the report In that he
number of male teachers has dooressed
to 2 per cont of the entire number,
wnd that the average compensation for
mile tenchels was but $49.98 and $40.61
for females, With such smull salarlon
ne thewe It I» surprising that thers oara
people willing to aceopt the positions,
With the bralns necessiary ta todch an
Individual should be able o command
aboul twice the salary In ony othes
profession,

Have the La Imperial band and get
the dtamond stud,

Doesn't Respect Old Age. {

It's shameful when youlth falls to)
show prooer resoect for ol age, but!
just the contrary In the case of Dr.
King's New Life Plils, They cut off!
muladies no matter how severe nnd
Irreapective of old age. Dyspapsin,,
Jaundlcs, Fever, Conntipation, all yleld,
to these perfect pllls, 25c, ot Chas.|
Rogers' drug store

For less money
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Ballet Girls!

Look like genuine Pastel work 15c.

See the show window,
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- 2+ Our Drugs Are Pure @
5 y a8 We compound prescriptions with great eare fromn a <
You need a pair of a complete stock of fresh and pure drugs. We also "
Men's, Wumen's or a ?-ll nll the standard howe remedies and all kinds of L]
hildren ‘a "roprietary Ariicles, Combs, Brushes, Razors, Boaps, )
. CoraeviEt :n all kinds of Toilet Articles, Ete, 1 n
S |4 We Charge no Fancy Prices. "
R = —— — - ~ —— . ——
SI IOE a Corner of Fourteenth H J D s
!n and Commercial Street ﬂl'l S I'l.lg smfﬂ 8
 (Honest, Durable Shoes) N R R R R R R s s
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| tanowie  § ASTORIA IRON WORKS
; been paying try YHN FOX d
AT okt A8 A o h}'{?uwmli.m
,: e -~ #| ¥ ¥ Designers and Manufacturers of ¥
. | THE LATEST IMPROVED
: #1| CANNING MACHINERY, MARINE ENGINES AND BOILERS,
S. mﬁlds BG;LEFE {l| | COMPLETE CANNERY OUTFITS FURNISHED.
;_ | CORRESPONDENCE SOLICITED,
| Foot of Fourth Btreet, . 4L &) ASTORIA, OREGON.
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