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THE NARRATIVE OF A VISITOR WHO SAYS
THAT BEING “USED TO IT" IS THE SECRET
OF ASTORIA'S PRESENT WRETCHEDNESS!

Our Municipal Shortcomings Pointed Out

by an Observing

Gentleman Who

Scores Our Carelessness.

Our Miserable Thoroughfares Sta

rtle Him and Cause Him to Won-|

der if We Are Lost to All Sense of Civic Duty, While Un-
sightly Woodpiles Greet His Astonished Gaze
as He Goes About Sightseeing,

Astoria, Oct, 1.—(Editor The Astorian)
Where

From

—Out here I am an easterner.
1 came from I am a westerner.

those statements you may rightly con-

clude that I came from what Is sm-|
las It is In the residence parts.

erally called the middle west.

people have heard of Astorla.
tle boys and girls there read about As- |

Back in my state, Wisconsin, the over it's bad enough.

The 1it- |

gand stréets where the wheels sink al-

J

!lhe slime 18 a foot dep on the level and
ltwo feet deep in the holes, but I never
saw such bad streets as you have here
in Astorli. Down town It isn't so bad
But all
I walked over
Eleventh street to Duane Friday after-

noon. Looking west on Duane 1 saw

toria in their geography booke. nt‘-'lsh‘\'t't.ll boards lying lengthwise on the

fore deciding to visit your town I looked
up Astoria In the encyclopedia and at-
Jas and found out some hard, cold facts
gbout locution, population and natural
advantages. Then I boarded a train
and started west.

“BEver been in Astorla™ 1 asked a
fellow -traveler,

“Yep: once,” he sald, dryly.
goin’ again.”

*Why not?" 1 asked

“Ever there?"

“No.”

“Then you'd better turn back”

The conversation 1 have quoted I8 an
ntuhl one. The man 1 questioned told
me more, but I decided to come on
nevertheleas, 1 was determined that 1
should like Astoria.

1 heard that Astoria was built on
piles and on a sidehill. The sidehill 1
saw at once, but it was a4 whole day
before 1 discovered the piles. 1 walked
up and down your main street—Com-
merclal—several times that first day.
but it was almost dinner time when I
discovered that it was paved with
planks supported by piles. Before that
I had supposed the street was macad-
amized and the work done poorly. I
lived a year in Chlcago and I have sean
streets at thelr worst there, I have seen

“Never|

lstreet and 1 walked up to investigate.

1 saw that the boards covered holes
Then. too, 1 saw that there were holes
thit were not covered, 1 looked down
one of these and saw dirty water 10
{ect below. The hole was wide enough
for me to put my foot through.

"“Wwhy don't they fix that hola?" 1
asked a man who was standing on the

| sidewalk.

1 don't know; they will after

and he yawned and

“On,
n while, I guess,™
started to walk away.

“Don’'t people ever get hurt by step-

ping Into these holes?” 1 called after
him.

“Naw,” he said; “they're used to
them.”

In that last statement It seems to
me, lles the secret of Astoria’s wretch-
edness.
I went riding the other day.
on the front seat as we drove down one
of your eteep hills. The wooden pave-
ment was brokén In numerous places,
and the horses stumbled and threat-
ened to fall, while the carriage lurched
like a ship In a storm. The driver
kept looking down at the pavement
“Trylng to dodge the holes? 1]
asked.
"“No;

I sat

trying to ride on the girders”

Ifive plles of varlous siees.

most to the hubs and mud streets where | idated wagon.

[he said. “The trouble Is the blamed
tlhhu..sl don't run the same all slong.
I‘rhv) ought to Ax this street, but, then
|\\\‘ re used to ™ ‘

You're used to too many things out |
You ought to get over |

here in Astoria,
)
n fv\\'

being used to things and make
fehanges, |

I stood on the corner of Rli-\'vnth:
|sln-\-{ and Franklin avenue yesterday |
In!‘!vrl-.um and looked at the \\'.\ml[nl!n&J
To the north 1 saw, by the Cole, one
llug woodpile that occupled the gutter|
for half a block. To the soyth 1 saw |
To l'a||'|
west 1 saw two woodplles and a dhap-"
looking toward tht\zi
east 1 could see only one woodplle, but,
then, the street was torn up after ||1
block, 1 walked down to the corner of
Duane street. There were a plledriver
and four wagons in sight to the east,
and six wingons and four woodplles to
the west, ’

“Why
old man.

the woodplles?™ 1 asked an

he sald,

“But why don't the people move the
wood Into thelr yards?" 1 persisted
“Oh, they will after a while. They're
used to having It In the street.”

There you have It again —"they're
used to IL"  Astoria will have to get
over belng "used to it" and begin to
do things.

“No alleys,”

But 1 don't want to be a “knocker.”
Astorin 18 a good town, better than
most towns; and It's growing. and

growing fast. Anyone can #see that.
1 took a long walk the other day and
houses belng bullt  every-

too. 1 went

saw new
where, and good houses,
through one of your mills and one of |
vour cannerles, and saw hustle and |
business, Your stores look busy:
are few loafers on the streets,
everything looks lively and business-
llke, Astorin has had s past, 1 am|
sure It 18 to have a future that will
be a surprise to the people. But the
good citlzens of Astorin will have to
wake up, They will have to get over
being “used to it" |
I may write more later. There are
lots of nice things I have omitted to
say in this |etter,

there |
|
and

AN EASTERNER.

LIVING FOR OT

HERS IS

THE HIGHEST AIM OF LIFE

I

The Rev. Dr. Dean Babbitt, of the Church
of the Epiphany, New York, Says So-
ciety Is Responsible for Itself. !

“Nelther you nor I know the tremen-
dous powers locked up in us for morgl
advancement and for doing good, real-
izing high Ideals and making a large
sucess In life. There are some of the
young here who possibly have no plan
of scheme of life. Morally, they ure
just living from hand to mouth, with no
definite objects, no particular aims, just
taking life Idly, a kind of shiftless, in-
dolent way from day to day, mubjact
to any temptation, enjoying in a bap-
hazard way any pleasure that comes
along, living for the day or the mo-
ment, just lke thoge Insects cglled
‘ephemers,’ which exist for & day, nit
In Its sunlight, or drive before its storm,
then are gone forever, for thelr natave
‘l! to dle with the day; these young
peaple Aire not doing their best with

a purpose, | §. TR AT

“NgW. ®*st we are to consider the
trent basal fundamental fact that to do
our best, live our best, realize tae best
§n us, we must get out of oursclves and
do good (o others.

“Now, lake this basal,
truth of llving for others, for felf-real-
fgation, for doing our best in the church,
in soclety, and in the family, and see |

fundamental

the bracing power of this golden band
of unity and harmony.

“Pirat—The Church. Leok at what
that I8, what it stands for, and what
are Its fundamentals, and then ses how
necessary St. Paul's principle 13 to ta
proper working and the accom pllshmant

another,

atlon we should manifest for the faults
and fallings of each other? What effort
we should make to help and please sach
other, and by all this we come to our
hest selves,

But this teaching of the Gospel, as 1
have already Intimated, reaches out far-
ther than the church, to all goclety. It 18
impossible to have this truth sink desp
into the heart and life without it pro-
foundly affecting our relations to &ll
men, women and children. The Chris-
tian meddles, 8o to say, with all things,
all Institutions, all reforms, because his

relationship takes In all men, for so-!

child of God, a member of the sovlal

order, & brother, and we are all mem-
bers one of another,
“And, then, this same principle of

service and self-reallzation appllies to|

| the members of n famlily living together. |

The father, the mother, the cmlflr?ui
will live In gentleness and love, In thc!
richness and joy of a fellowship uu~i
known before, when they see that thv|
altrulsm they ure called upon to prace |
tise has such a profound basis In grr-uli

fundamental fucts of arganic unity.”

Pears’

Pears’ Soap has never
offered premiums to
induce sales. It is, in
itself, a prize for the |

Established In 1789

clety Itself has been bulit on this s.;:'-mt;
truth, that ‘we are ail members one of
thnt one class cannot suffer
without ancther class suffers. If a sa-
loon keeper ruins young men or boys,
the Christlin must bé Interested, pro-
foundly interested, In that and try to
prevent it. If corruption exisig In city
government and officials are bribed,
or the police ply blackmall or graft
the Christlan cannot keep away from
interference in these matters, hecayse
‘we are all members one of another.
“If lawleasnens, mobs and lynchings
attack and undermine the fabric of gov-
ernment and make havoc with private
and public rights, lessen the security
of all men In thelr homes or business,
or overthrow the HMir fabric of clvilt-
gation and réduce soclety to Its primul,
siivage st for revenge and blood, the
COhvistian, in the pulplt or In the pew,
cannot refradn from acting and setting

of {ts human and divine purposes, The
Church, by Its natufe ahd constitution,
fs an embodiment of the principle of |
of organic unity stated by 8t. Paul
when he says ‘we are all members
one of another,” and the Church Is the
‘body of Christ.

“This calls for a special kind of liv-
ing of Christians in the Chureh. u we
be ‘the hody of CHrist "4 wé be ‘mem-
bers one of anothdd,” what love, tender-
ness, sweetness, gentleness we should
have todagd one another? What -
timate scquaintanceship we should
have with each other? What consider-

his face as u flint against all this
mobbishness and vlolence against po-
eml and government order, bechuse we
are members Une of another, If pe-
groes are hunted, hounded, persecuted
on acount of thelr color or race; de-
prived of protection, made the football
of Wynching madness, stripped of their
political rights, made & byword and a
reproach all on mcount of the bluck-
ness of thelr skin, the weakness or dif-
ference of their race, the Christlan
whether In the pulpit or the pew, must,

Excursion Rates
SEPTEMBER OCTOBER
5:6-7 3-4-5

— s | TN

St. Louis and Retrn|

$67.50

Chicago and Return

$72.50

Via

Great Northern
Railway

]

Tickets good 90 days; stopovers
allowed going and returning.

Full information from

H. DICKSON, C. P. & T. A,
122 Third St, Portland

L G. YERKES, G. W. P. A

will intermeddie, for the negro s a

Beattle

‘A MODERN MAGALI

complexion, |

Grand Free Offer to Readers of (

v THE -*
MORNING
ASTORIAN

Having contracted at considerable expense
* with the publishers of this high grade
magazine we beg to offer ::

One Year’s Suliﬁcrl»tlon
Free of Cost

to all and any readers of our ,paper who
sign and send in the coupon below at once

.s LA 0.

e -

MADAME

Brings a monthly message of culture to
our home and contains all that is best
in literature and art. It is endorsed by
OVER THREE MILLION OF THE
MOST CULTURED WOMEN IN AM-
ERICA, being adopted by the National
Council of Women of America as their of-

ficial organ.

Madame has a circulation of
over 200,000 each month

NE. Finely illustrated by
and containing articles on

the leading topics of the day by leading thinkers
and writers, besides all the various departments of

a modern magazine well represented.

the worlds best artists

Let us send you a free sample copy so that
you can see exactly whata beautiful Mag-
azine this is, or sign and return the cou-
pan and we will mail you the Magazine

free for one year.

;%!UMM.'XM@O’.@@@@G 00000000000 0000000M0 000U TOL
SIQII SPECIAL MADAME CONTRACT
and

3
THE MORNING :\S'I‘ORIAN:

I agree to take Tue MorNiNG AstoriAN for the next SIX
months, at the rate of sixty cents per month, payable in advance,
with the understanding that I am to receive MADAME free of

n charge for one year.
Goupon
THIS OFFER MAY BE WITHDRAWN AT ANY TIME
Anniucas ALL comuumcmmxs TO

agentl who do not carry The Astorian Puﬁhhlng Company s cndcnﬁuh

TEIEIZEZ LA LB A AL ARE . 2L E »

oie

To

Signed ==
1904,

Date
Address

Begin sending THE MORNING ASTORIAN__ ’
If alrendy n subsoriber fill in the above blank “Now luhtn:

THIS OFFER MAY BE WITHDRAWN.

00000000000 .

i’ay no money ‘to




