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A MORMON DEFENSE.

The revelations in the Smoot investivation have
put the Mormon hierarchy on the defensive. Inside
the church there was developed a spirit of revolt
on the part of the young men and women that was
slarming to the leaders, says the Call.  This re-
volt was in the form of opposition to the polyga
mous teachings of the church and the polygamous
practice of President Smith and some of the apos-
ties The defense runs, therefore, to an appeal to
these uneasy members of the church, which is indi-
rectly a defense of polygamy, by declaring that
the opposition to it in the gentile world is produced
by immoral practices among Gentiles.

If the church can demonstrate to its faithful
members that polygamy is moral because those
who oppose it are guilty of immorsl practices, it
may check the spirit of schism in its own ranks.
The fact that the defense is of this character is
evidence of the strait in which the leaders find
themselves. When President Smith returned from
Washington and was met by his five wives and
thirty-two of his forty-two children, there was a
public acknowledgement following the admissions
in his testimony that he is the head of a harem.

While the enthusiasm of his fellow rulers of the
Mormon world was unabated and they hailed him
as a religious hero, a considerable part of the mem-
bership did not share in these ascriptions to the
leader. These look upon polygamy as an unnatural
eondition and their association with the growing
Gentile population makes them ashamed of it. It
becomes necessary then to impress them that the
@entile society with which they associate is un-
worthy of their respect and that they should not
permit their eonduct to be influenced by their opin-
jons. If this plan succeed they are driven back
into the church and all that it teaches, and to a
firm support of the leaders and all that they prae.
tice.

The Dese
taken this work and ecarries it on by what we be
lieve to be a thorough misrepresentation of Gentile
sentiment. In its discussion the News says: * *Re-
ffned society was much more shocked at the num-
ber of President Smith's children than even over
the fact that he acknowledged the wives whom he
wedded previous to the issuance of the ‘manifes-
to.” So with the eourse of other ‘Mormons’ in the
same status. The objectionable thing is that child-
ren are born to these plural wives, Punishment for
this inenase is the demand of modern moralists
of the school of suppression.” "’

This is not true. If the mothers of President
Smith's children have an equal number of child-
ren it would be hut little over eight to each. Fam-
ilies of eight children in the Gentile world are eom-

ret News, the church organ, has under-

mon. They are no curiosity, nor is their presence
in ““refined society,”” or out of it, a cause of erit-
seism or offense. The President of the United

States has a family of six children, and if this
Mormon defense is true society should be shocked
at it, but it is not. The numerous children of Sen-
ator Hale of Muine and the large families of other
senators and representatives, in some cases rinmber-
ing more than the children of President Smith's
individual wives, shoek no ene and eause no other
feeling of admiration that such men find their offi-
cial duties consistent with the proper care of many
¢hildren. Indeed, among the gentiles, husbands and
wives who have no children are much more the ob-
jeets of pity than those who have are the objects of
aversion.

The ohjection to President Smith 1s not that he
has forty-two children, but runs to the number of
his wives. The results of such a system of plural
marriage are well known in Utah. The nurture and
admonition which a father owes to his children
ean not be given by him to such groups of families.
During his testimony he was obliged to ask for time
to refer to memorandum in answer to either how
many children a particular wife had, or the date
of their birth. It is certain that these children are
without the joint care which those receive who are
reared in & home daily and continually ruled by
the presence of the father and mother.

President Smith's five wives live in five separate

houses. On hu return fmm “’nnhmgton, after his
general reception, he paid visits of courtesy to each
of these five hoines of his forty-two children. It the
Deseret News thinks that “‘refined’ or any other
form of society has no objection to that spectacle
it is mistaken. If the young Mormons will choose
to think he will learn that that which in the Gen-
tile world is regarded as viee is taught by the
church to be heaven inspired virtue. Non-Mormon
society is by no means free of offenses and viees.
but its conscience stamps them as such, The Mor
mon conseience, on the other hand, is taught to e
gard those very offenses as moral and elevating
when they are enjoined by ‘‘revelation’ and prac-
ticed by the hierarchy.
*
DISCOURAGED POETS.
Mr. William Watson, who is a poet, and Mr. Al

fred Austin, who is only a poet laureate—quite an

other profession—are both despondent over the lit-
erary outlook in England, says the P.I.  AMr. Aus
““the growing dislike for the
higher kinds of poetry,”” has already been the sub-

tin's protest against

jeet of many a jest from the paragraph makers, for,
whatever may be Mr. Austin's own opinions, the
consensus of the competent has decided that the

|gift for producing ‘‘the higher kinds of poetry’™

is not his.

William Watson is entitled to be heard with all
serionsness, for he is a true poet, who falls not fur
short of greatness, He aceuses all save the elect
few among English veaders of indifference to the
great traditions of English literature and of igno-
rance of its glories. Of Shakespeare they know
something, of Milton they have heard, but beyond
this they hardly go. Mr. Austin avers that men and
women of Wadsworth'’s and Coleridge’s generation

legrned them by heart, quoted them, but that their
descendants have totally different tastes, It is per-
haps true that cultivated tastes are no longer so
much taken for granted as the aecomplishments of
money and & certain amount of social influence as
they were two generations ago, but it is also quite
likely that we over-estimate the extent of the cul-
tivation of the first half of the ninteenth eentury.
The truth is that it is the clever people, the eultivat-
ed people among our ancestors who chiefly survive
and come down to us in anecdote and story. The
“comfortably-fixed'' or the poor and uneultivated
are not the ones whom their descentants remember
or talk or write about. Three distinguished great-
great grand parents are a large portion to adorn
anybody's family tree; but for the three of dis,
tinetion there are always thirteen others of more or
less medioerity. We should be thankful if we know
them as fairly honest, God-fearing folk. It is some-
thing even, if they eseaped hanging.
However it may be in England, in America peo-
is true Mr. Austin’s are not treated in this fashion,
but Mr. Watson has not entirely escaped such
marks of affection, nor has Mr. Steven Phillips
while Kipling at one period was loaded with them.
[t is always the few whe do these things, however.
It always has been, it always will be the few. Mr.
Watson admits that there are English  readers
“true lovers of books,”’ who still prefer “‘a style
that has breeding and pedigree,”” and he knows
himself to be approved by them. In addition, how-
ever, he admits that he would like *‘the direct, vivid
stimulating sensation of fame.”

The gentleman asks too much. Caviare will never
the vogue of wienerwursts, and it would be
Exqui-

have
strange if Bach were preferred to Sousa,
site work, like virtue, is its own only reward. To
he diseouraged over literary couditions that are in-
herent in the makeup of things is a sheer waste of
time, and the poet should be too

|prn-|-iull.~i to be wasted.

time of a true
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A Salt Lake bahy possessing the usual attraction

children have for a varied diet swallowed a nail
The family doctor, however, had an attraction of
his own in the shape of a magnet, which he let
down the infantile throat on a wire

the lunch.

and removed
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More and more we are led to think that the Port
Arthur brand of mine is not a good thing to take

along with you on a pienie.
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Mayor Snyder of Los Angeles is another vietim
who camped in the blasting shade of the deadly
Examiner upas.

&
v

We would respeetfully suggest to Pluviug that
the winter is over and gone, and more rain entirely

superfluous.
4

New Jersey is considering  the advisability of
importing a few mines to try on the mosquito.
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Got a eold?! Why, certainly. Youn douldn’t be
out of the fashion, would you?t

*

The Russians would do well to sel

ships and buy & cyclone cellar.
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siezed upon new poems with avidity, cherished them |’

| their battle-|™

Of Grand Raphs, Mich-

Is now making o tour through the

western oitles, tenching his most val-
unble svatem, the vibration of the body
Professor Roche comes to Astorln with

1 record squalled byfew, He la nmong

the foremost ingtructors In the coun-
tf)'ﬂullh yoars of practienl experience
behind him, and partlcular success In
in converting the human body from

wonkness Into  strength, curing hy

intelllgent  physical  in,

systematie,
struction,
The Roche chart should be in every
home. The only system without the
use of apparstus which Is copyright-
ed.
Professor Roche has just closed a
lurge clase of ladles and gentlemen at
Portland and Spokane.
Prof. Roche can be seen at room 14
Page bullding and will orgunize clusses
overcoming all defects In your figure,
curing iIndigestion, stomach, kidneys
or llver trouble. His breathing exer-
cise Is the only cure for wenk lungs.
Every woman should tnke the Roche
system of vibration, the only cure for
female troubles,
The polessor will

conduct ladies’

ple still diseuss poems and learn them by heart. It pelosses, giving women an equal foot-

ing with men.

The followlgg gentlemen who are
well known cltizens of Portland and
Spoknne, are named In that
those who are sceking for a betler
physicul body and longevity of Jife
ghould take the Roche system of phys-
feal culture,

proof

Frank, dry goods

L. F. Boyd, mayor of Spokane,
Be-Congresman Sam Hyde.

J.- W, Furmish, of Pendleton nnd

others.
PSP E——

MAKES A CLEAN BWEEP.
There's nothing like doing a thing
Of all the Salves you ever

thoroughly.
heard of, Bucklen’s Adnlea 8alve ls the
best. It sweeps away and cures Burms,
Bores, Brulses, Culs, Bolls,
Skin Eruptions and Plles,
25c, and guaranteed to give satisfac-

Ulcers,

It Is only

tion by Charles llogern druggist.

These tiny Capeules are supenc;

to Balsam of Copalba,
Cubebs or Injections and ,
CURE IN HOUHSO

the same diseases with- }
outlmomn:‘}anco. .

Every Woman
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APRIL 19, 1904,

PROF. J. B. ROCHE

The Well-Known Athlete and
Hygenic Instructor in Physi-
cal Culture, Comes With an
Athletic Record.

J. L. Meler, 8. Frank, of Meler andj|

Pr. \'AUUHA N,

Pytbian Building, Astoria, Oregon,

JAY TUTTLE, M. D,

Aoting Asslatant Burgoon

DENTIST. U, 8. Marino Mosplial Mervipe,

Cor,

Dr,

i Commaercial streel,

Dr. W. C. LOGAN

K78 Commercial St., Shanahan Baildirg

', J. TRENCHARD
Ilnlurnm-u. Commissior and Shipping
CUSTOMS HOUSE BROKER.

Agent Wells-Fargo and Northern
Pacific Express Companles,
BELEVENTH and BOND B8STH

T L. BALL Dr. RHODA O, HICKS
DRNTIST OSTEOPATHY
Mansell BIdg.

Astoria Ore PHONE BLACK 208,

L W, BARR, DENTIST
Maosell Bailding

DENTIST
578 Commurclal Sireat, Anborly,

TELEPHONE RED 201,

PHYSIOIAN AND SURGEON

#

"

OMoee hours! 10 to 13 am. 1 to 4: 39 pm,
417 Commarcial Birest, ind Mogr,
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GIVE the BABY a RIDE!

1n oue of our hundsome and stylish

GO-CARTS

sSplendid Varloty, All Latest Bty los,
Diroct from factary, Prices Lowost,

H. H. ZAPF, The Housefurnisher

120 tth St.. next door to Griffin Bros,
and adjoining the Office Saloon

The Best the Market Affords.

Open Day and Night.  Good Service.

New Style Restaurant
Everything First Class,

ASTORIA, OREGON

ANDREW ASP, BLACKSMITH.

Having iostalled & Kubber Tiring Mackise of the
latest patbern [ am prepared to do all kinds of work
in that line st ressonable prices. Telophone 201,

CORNER TWELFTH AND DUANE STREETS.

PORTLAND.
CXIXXXIXX |
FRESH AND CURED MEATS

The Finest Hotel in the Northwest
OREGON.

Wholesale and Retail

Ships, Logging Camps and Mills supplied ou short notice,

LIVE STOCK BOUGHT AND SOLD

i WASHINGTON MARKET - CHRISTENSON @ CO.

HOTEL PORTLAND

z

o

Ranges, Stoves, Iron Beds and Furniture of all kinds.
good assortment of 8econd Hand Goods at Lowest Prices.

L. H. HENNINGSEN 2 CO.

504 BOND STREET, ASTORIA, OREGON,

Something New *

PHONE, RED 2308

Also n

878 Commercia) gy, |

3
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Phone 2451,

Manufacturers of

Iron, Steel, Brass and Brouze Castings,
Genernl Foundrymen and Patternmakers,
Absolutely firstelass work,  Prices lowest,

Scow Bay Iron & Brass Works

Corner Elghteenth and Franklin,

LEAVE |

ASTORIA AND COLUMBIA
RIVER RAILROAD

$:00 & m| Portland Unlon De-| 11:10 & m

llOnm Wey Points

BEABIDE DIVIBION

hUXURlOUS IRAYEI.

POR'I’LAND I ARRIVE

“Northwestern Limited”

10:30 pm
rar bullders' art.
These splendid 'l‘mnl
Connect With.. »e

*8:16 & m| Astoria for Waren-

11:85am| ten, Flavel Fort

65:60 p m| Btevens, Hammond|*10:46 & m
Iand Seanide |

Gllunl Md. for Wu-lﬂlﬂpm

*9:3 a m| rentom,

2:50 p m| Hammond,
| Btevens & Astorial

*Suaday ounly K

All tralnn make elose comnections at
@oble with all Northerm Pacific trakna
te and from the Best and Bound points

Gencral Freight and Pass, Agent,

T:40am
00 pm The Great Northern
The Northern Pacific and

The Capadian Pacific

AT 8T. PAUL FOR

Flavel,| 7:20pm
Fort| *9:2%am

No extra oharge for

3. C. Mayo, ¢ts are avallable for passage ot

CRICAGO and the BAST.

\raina,
tleotrio lighted throughout, both inside

7:00 p m| pot for Astoris and| 40P M | and out, and steam heated, are with-

__ |WayPetnts | out exoeption, the finest traine In (be
world. ey smbedy the latesl, pew

ABTORIA and best |deas for comfort, convenizmoes

_— — — and luxury ever offered the travelling

Tilnu For Portland and| 11:80 a m | publle, and altogether are the mos!

complete and splendid aroduction of the

thess BUpeniory
acommodationt and all classss of ek~

the

iralng on *his Hne are proteoted b, INe
nwnooking Blook System.




