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The modern infantryman, to reach his highest offi.
eiency, must be virtually a sharp-shooter, The great
range of modern small arms and the openness of
modern field formations make it desirable that every
soldier shall have the fullest training possible in
rifle practice. Raw troops are becoming less und
less a possible resource in warfare. In the short
and decisive wars of the present day an untrained
militia has ceased entirely to be that measure of de-
fence which the original framers of our military
policy fondly believed it. No military venture could
be more helpful than the organization in every state
of volunteer associations for the practice of marks.
manship and the spread of a general knowledge of
small arms and of their care and use. The war de-|
partment’s new project deserves every commenda-|
tion, and we hope to see a measure putting it iu]I
operation made a law before this session of congress |
ends,
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THE GIRL TRAFFIC,

The ministerial association of the ecity of Port-
land has undertaken to put a stop to the *‘girl
traffie,”” and during the week will formulate plans
for carrying out the object which is sought to be
attained. The ministers have on hand the biggest
job ever undertaken by them, and if they are sue-
cessful they will establish a record not heretofore
equaled.

“*The girl traffic’” is said by the ministers to
mean the business of procuring young women for im-
moral purposes. The ministers have eventually
learned that alleged men are regularly engaged in
this business, and that there are also procuresses.
It has also been learned that the proeurers receive
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OPERATIONS ON LAND.
It is said that 100,000 Russian soldiers have been
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goodly compensation for their villainous work, and

that the evil is spreading to an alarming extent. If
they can break up the practice they believe they will
have accomplished much for humanity,

Pretty nearly everyone will wish the ministers
good luck in their latest crusade, for there is no sad-
der side of life than that reflected in the wayward
careers of the girls who cast themselves loose from
home ties and take a chance with an earthly hell.
But the cure is what the ministers must discover and
apply. They may cause the arrest of every person
in any way connected with the outrageous busi-
ness, but there will be wayward girls just the same,
Other girls will be led astray as heretofore. The law
has been invoked times without number, but it will
not stop this terrible business.

The ministers will waste their efforts if they un-
dertake to *‘rough it up”’ with the procurers. Their
mission is at the homes of mothers of girls. Those
who have given the question any study know that
most female wickedness is the direct result of un-
pleasant or unbearable home relations. The girl
who is abused at home goes out into the wide world
to make her way alone, and, unless her better quali-
ties restrain her, she will seek out the easiest way of
zarning a livelihood. She is beset on all sides with
temptations, and the weaker ones fall. Vastly more
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sent to the far east since the war began. That is
quite credible. But we are not informed how muny
have arrived there. Not a large proportion of the

ASTORIA, OREGON

whole, probably, seeing that the time required for
transit is about six weeks, The latest estimate of
the Berlin Militar Wochenblatt is that if seven trains

a day are dispatched as many as 133,000 men ean
be sent out in 14 weeks. But it is probably not pos-
sible to devote seven trains a day to soldiers. Nearly
half of them, say three of the seven, must be used
for supplies of the various kinds. At that rate it
would take Russia a weary while to get an “over.
whelming’’ army to the front. And it must be very
large to be overwhelming. For, according to the
Revue Milyitaire de 1'Etranger, the available
strength of the Japanese army for foreign service
18 520,000 men, 101,000 horses and 1368 guns. Now
General Sakharoff, one of the foremost military au-
thorities of Russia, admits that it will be necessary
for Russia to put into the field two men for every one
Japanese. If so, Russia must set about the stupend.
ous task of sending more than 1,000,000 men over
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The war department’s enlightened efforts to re-
pair the long standing blunders of our military pol-

ed while he lives. However, the Russian government
may get even by sending the publishers to Siberia,
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It looks as if Senator Gorman would demand a
civil service examination for the Chinamen and Ja-
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Cormer Eighteenth and Franklin,

in army administration are to be attempted, and con-
stant progress will doubtless be mads toward solv-
ing—when war nest overtakes us—the vast problem
of converting our potential military resources into
actual military strength, A project which will tend
materially to increase our preparedness for war is
now heing pushed jointly by the war department
and the National Rifle Association of America. It
contemplates the organization, under government
auspices, of civilian rifle clubs, whose members will

For a check of $300,000 the state university of Ne-
braska is willing to beecome one of the John D, Oily-
feller institutions.

—
Bryan will doubtless give his O. K. to the demo-
cratiec candidate for an 1. O. U. on a cabinet po-
gition.
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themselves as a second line of national reserves.
These rifle clubs are not to be ati whed to the newly
organized and nationalized militi ;. They are to re-
main on a purely civilian basis aud 1o affliate them-
selves with the National Rifle A sociation. But in
certain respects they are to come under the control
of & board for the promotion of rifle practice, ap-
pointed and maintained by the general government.

Bills have been introduced in the senate by Mr.
Proctor, of Vermont, and in the house of representa-
tives by Mr. Dick, of Ohio, giving official sanetion
to the organization of these clubs. The secretary
of war is directed to furnish to governors of states
and territories, under bond for their return, any

It is & matter of geography in the United States
whether a bigamist is a polygamist or & eriminal

—TN
In most of the southern states it seems far cusior
to break into the jails than to break out of them.
-
In the state museum at Raleigh, N. (., is & flag that
was carried in the first battle of the civil war.
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Judge Parker would be foolish to leave the hench
to mount the Kansas City platform.
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Ruossia hopes to make it impossible for the Japs
to stand pat in Korea,
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