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HAULING DOWN THE FLAG.
Newchwang is a Chinese river port on the Liao.
It is one of the ports opened to commerce by our late
treaty with China and to which we sent a consul. It
is under Chinese jurisdiction, else we could not make
a treaty respecting it. Russia has occupied it, pro-
elaimed martial law and Cossacks have hauled down

the American flag from the consulate and the resi-
dences of Americans. The same has been done with
the British flag.

This was done by the order of Vieeroy Alexieff
and it is not yet known whether the high-handed pro-
ceeding is endorsed by his government. When that
is known there will probably be diplomtic exchanges
between our state department and Count Cassini,
The count will dutifully convey the studied misrep-
resentations of his government to ours, and there the
matter may rest. The act is another violation of
the neutrality and territory of China, Meantime Gen.
Ma, at the head of a Chinese army the strength and
equipment of which is unknown, is moving toward
north China, and Russia is protesting at Pekin that
his presence within Chinese sovereignty with an
armed foree is a violation of neutrality and he must
be ordered to withdraw,

The western nations may not ehoose to vove in the
matter. But there is no doubt about what they should
do. They should support China in putting Ma and
his army right up to the frontier. It is obvious that
Russia intends to continue her outrages upon China
until that unfortunate empire is compelled to re-
sist. If, at any time, Japan have an arm in the val-
ley of the Lio above NewchWang and Ma is north of
the Kangan mountains a junetion between the two
forees would be unhappy for Russia. In view of
this she desires to occupy any Chiuese position that
is strategic as and when she pleases, pull down flags,
violate treaties and keep the territory forces of
China to which it belongs.

What she failed to get by the seeret freaty in which
she would have foreed China had it not been dis-
covered by Minister Conger she now takes by brute
foree and in brazen defiance of the international
rights of the United States and Great Britain. May-
be such a course will win and perhaps it won't. The
United States has no desire to be drawn into the
controversy, but too many Cossack attacks on our
flag may rouse such resentment among our people
that the government will go beyond merely pretend-
ing to believe the diplomatic lies of the legation.

‘
A TEST OF STRENGTH.

The first serious elash between the Russian and Jap
anese forces on land has come and terminated with
the advantage with the latter. Four companies of
Cossacks attacked four squadrons of the much-derid-
ed cavalry of the Japanese, and the latter, aceording
to the Russian account, defended themselves stub-
bornly and finally beat off their assailants, who were
compelled to retreat. According to the Russian ac-
count the retreat was on aceount of the approach of
further Japanese reinforcements, says the Post-In-
telingencer.

The actual number of men involved in the fight on
either side is not given, but as nearly as can be ascer-
tained the Japanese at the commencement of the
fight wre out numbered by about 50 per cent. No
advantage was gained by the Russians at any stage
of the fighting, according to their own story, and if
their retreat was due to the approach of reinforee-
ments, the Japanese force originally attacked has
still the credit of holding its own with a superior
force and maintaining the fight in a gallant style,

It was little more than a skirmish, but it was a test
of metal. It demonstrated, at least, that the Cos-
sacks are not going to ride down uny Japanese force
of equal strength who mthey m. .y encounter. Aft-
er all, it was the Russian foree which songht the fight
The Japancse held what they

and which retreated.
had.

These outpost affairs are but the preludes to the
land battle which is near at hand. Practically the
Russians ocupy all of the country north of the Chong-
¢hou river, and the Japanese that to the southward.
The advanee outposts of the Japauese are evidently
held strongly, as the manner in which the Cossack
attack was repulsed indicates. '

The correspondents report that the great Japanese

a spirit of confidence and quiet determination per-
vades the army. The Japanese have acquitted them-
sclves well in the preliminary skirmish. The worldy

will soon see what they can do in real battle,
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JUDGE PARKER'S STRENGTH.

Reports from the democratic primaries in New
York state summarized by the New York Herald
show that David B. Hill will carry the approaching
convention in the interest of Judge Parker, which
will insure the latter the solid seventy-eight votes
for the democratic presidential nomination, says the
Ledger. The convention is to be held at Albany on
April 18, and while the democrats of a few states,
such as Rhode Island and South Dakota, have al-
ready held their conventions, and some others will
have elected delegates before that date the democrats
in most of the populous states are waiting to follow
the New York lead. The probability is that
Leader Murphy, of Tammany Hall, finding that he
has failed to prevent the endorsement of Judge Par-
ker, will fall in line and make the action of the New
York democrats unanimous and harmouious. In
that event there is little doubt that the influential
and pivotal states of the east and a practically solid
south will welcome New York's choice of a candidate
and instruet their delegations for Judge Parker,

There is no reason to deny the fact that Judge Par-
ker’s nomination would be one of the strongest the
democrats could make, He has been almost unknown
outside of his own state, and there is no record what-
ever of his views on many political propositions. But
these are far from being disqualifications. A dem-
ocrat who has kept silent during the past fifteen years
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To Adjust Wages.

New York, April
the Erle rallroad are seeking u re-
adjustment of wages. The firnt com-
mittee representing  the  locomotive
drivers hay called on Genernl Manager
Stewart before whom the matter was
placed,  Meetlngs will be held almont
daily untll the complaints of all de-

| partmenta have been adjusted. The

demands of each clasa of emyloyes are

to be considered meparately an dnd-

vances or reductions In wages will de-
pend wholly upon the merit of Individ-
wil cases,
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as Judge Parker has sinee his elevation to the beneh |
has avoided a multitude of pitfalls and has not made
enemies in his party. Judge Parker is clean, emi-
nently respectable, dignified, learned and urbane,
He will command respect and confidence. It will
not do to underrate his popularity. 1f he is nom-
inated the contest will be between two gentlemen of
recognized character and honor, which have always
been indespensible qualifications for the presidency.
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Personalities will in a lagge measure be eliminated.

No one will have reason to complain on this score.
&
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A Russian officer is authority for the statement
that the world will never know until the eastern
war is over, if it knows then, how many Japanese
fighting ships have been crippled or destroyed by the
guns of the ezar. If we were to accept as true what
Russian authorities think they see at Port Arthur we

ANDREW ASP,

Haviog iostalled « Rubber Tiring Maobine of the
latest pattern I am prepared to do all kinds of work
in that line at reasonable prices. Telophone 201,

CORNER TWELFTH AND DUANE STREETS.

BLACKSMITH.

would believe that every time a Japanese ship was hit
it exploded into a dozen more, each better quadified
to fight than that from which it sprang.
e~

L‘au:ncgie has given five million dollars more to ad-
vance the interests of another American institution.
The steel king has left no doubt of his purpose to
prove that it is possible for at least one man in the
world, properly conditioned by enormous wealth,
to cultivate phlianthrophy as a habit. It is a habit,
however, that not many will find it diffienlt to direet
or break.
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When the murderer of an innocent girl stood in
court recently to receive a sentence of life imprison-
ment for his erime, his lawyer declared that the de-
fendant had nothing to say. It is not improbable that
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he felt as did every one else that knew the story of
his dread deed, that in the gift of Lis life he was re-
eeiving a worthless favor.
s
Major Genersl Wood has scored another glorious
vietory in his vigorous campaign against the Moros.
Yet it is highly improbable that General Wood in all
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parable to that which was achieved for him in his
absence in a committee room of the United States
senate,
*
We trust that those senate investigating commit-
tees will make plain the distinetion between being re-
tained and being bribed,

&

It is propused to divide New York into two states,
and call one of them Manhattan. How would Mar-
tini do for the other?

—_———

It would seem that the output of fiction in the far
cast was sufficient without sending noveliists out as
war correspondents.

. 4
Finland and Poland promise to rise against Rus-

nition needed.
SRS E———.
Corea has a new law requiring hunters to pay a
heavy license tax. It is not being enforced this year,

&
v

Russia tacitly agrees to keep out of Ching so long
as the other nations insist that she shall not enter.

The Japanese never use profanity, but they do
not hesitate to cause more or less of it.

&
hd

China’s attitude is not guaged by her love for Jap-

an 50 much as her hatred for Russia,
*

The sultan thinks he has a chuckle coming.

wachine is working smoothly and efficiently and that
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5:60 p m| Btevens, Hammond|*10:45 a m
|and Benside |

6:16 a m| Beaslde for War-| 12:60pm

*0:30 & m| renton, Flavel,|] 7:20pm

2:30 pm| Hammond, Fort| *#:2%6am
| Btevens & Astorial

*Sunday only
All tralns make close connections at
Goble with all Northern Pacific traing
to and from the East and Bound points.
J. C, Mayo,
General Frelght and Pass, Agent.
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Thy “Northwestern Limisd™ traina,
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and out, and steam heated, are with-
out exception, the finest tralns in the
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and luxury ever offered the travelling
oublle, and alrogPther are the mos
complete and splendid aroduction ¢f the
| car bullders' art
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The Grest Northern
The Northern Pacific and
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A DIRECT LINE

vilis, Memphin, New Orleans, and all
points south,

See that your Ucket reads via the
Hlinols Cantral R, R, Thoroughly mod-
et teaine connect with all transconti-
nental llnes at 8. Paul and Omaha,

If your friends are coming west let us
know and we will quote them direct
tho specially low rilss now In ¢fect
from all sastern polnts,

Any information us to rates, roules,
ele,, cheerfuily given on application,

B. H. TRUMBULL, Commercia)
Agent, 142 Third streel, Portland, Or,

4. C. LINDSEY, T. F. 4 P, A., 100
Third street, Portland, Or,

P. B. THOMPSON, ¥. A. P, A..
o @ Nﬂ

ano UNION PACIFIC

70 hours from Portland to Chicago,
No change of cars,
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speainl Worth, Omaha, Kan- | b pm
AN A, M (e Cley, St Loty

vin Hunt-{Chucago nnd tie Kast |

lugon

Atlantie
Fxpress Yot Lake, Denver ¥y
m |"alr'urth. Omalin, Kisny

Bin p. $:0am
via l;luulr-m Uiy, BL Louls

Ington Chieago und the East

KL Paul  Walls Walls, {ewis.

Faut Mall ton, Spokane, Minne-

745p. m. [wpolis, ¢ Paui, Dluthl 800 p m
Via Spo- |Mllwaukee, Chicago,

kane und Euat
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OCEAN AND RIVER BCHEDULRE
~rom Astoria—
All salllng dates subject to change,

Fer San Francisco every five days,

nily ex-

Columbin River o iam
eapt Mun- Fordand snd Way Daily ex-
diy atvum|{landings oept Mon

Steamer Nahcotta leaves Antorin on
tide dally except Sunday for Ilwaco,
connecting there with tralne for Long
Beach, Tioga and Norih Beach poinia,
Returning arrives at Astorla same
evening.

Through tickets ta and from all prin-
clpal European citles.
. G. W. ROBERTS, Agent,
Astoria, Ore,
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