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THE RULES OF WAR.

The Russian rules of war, which have at last been
pmquignted, present in at least one respect, a mark-
od contrast to the Japanese, and sugwest possibility
of eontroversy concerning them, says the New York
Tribune, In part, they are undoubtedly just and
worthy of general approval. Thus they reafirm
the principle that a free flag makes free goods, and
that peutral goods are free even when under the
enemy’s flag—always excepting in both cases; of
course, goods that are contraband of war. Those
pringiples the world owes to Frederick the Great of
Prussia, who put them forth at the time of the Seven
Years’ War. They were then taken up by Franklin
and by him impressed upon the French government
which in turn got Russia to accept and proclaim
them during our revolution. After a ¢entury and a
quarter of adherence to them, there was no fear that
Russia would renounce them now. Nor, after half a
eentury of practical universal aeceptance of them,
is there danger of fepudiation by any nation that
wishes to remain in the ecompany of civilized states.
The prineiple that blockade to be respected must be
effective is also reaffirmed, as was to be expected.

The crux of the matter lies in the designation of
exceptions to the rules concerning merchandise—
that is, in declaring what goods are contraband of
war. Concerning some goods there can be no ques-
tion. Arms, ammunition, military equipments, war-
ships and their equipments are universally recognized

as coming under the ban. But it will be observed
that, Russia puts oo#l, oil and all kinds of fuel on the
contraband lis€ #bsolutely. It is doubtful if such

elassification will meet the approval of all other
powers. No doubt fuel intended for a warship is
as much contraband as is the ammunition for its
guns. But is eoal or oil that is not for military use
but for the peaceful uses of non-combatants, con-
traband? Curely it should not be so classed. It
may be hard in some cases to determine for what use
it is intended. But those Russian rules give no hint
that any attempt will be made at sueh diserimination

_or even that such goods would be exempt from seiz-

ure if their non-helligerent destination were proven.
The same is true of L-_-!v;_rruph and teleplione in-
struments and material. Whether it is true of all
food supplies is not quite clear, the clause dealing
with them being obseurely worded, It is to be wished
that the intent had been more unmistakably express-
ed. What we have said in regard to fuel applies
also to food. Its character as contraband or non-
econtraband depends upon its destination and intend-
ed use,

The chief difference between the Russian and Jap-
anese pronouncements upon this subject is that the
Japanese divide goods into two classes, those that are
essentially and invariably contraband and those that
may be or may mot he contraband, according to eir-
enmstances, while the Russian makes no such dis-
tinetion, but classes fuel, oil, spirits and perhaps
food in the same catagory with arms and ammunition
and warships. We should be sorry to believe the
Russian government intended to enforce the rules as
harshly and unvaringly as they are expressed. There
is room for hope that it will not, seeing that the czar
has ordered the release of various eargoes of coal
bound for Japan which were seized by his warships
ini the Red sea. There is an ominous toueh, however,
in the declaration that Russia reserves the right to
modify or make exceptions to the rules as she pleases
to suit special cases, so that she might abrogate the
rale that neutral goods are exempt from eapture
in the ease of some eountry that had ineurred her
suspicion or displeasure. Of eourse, we have no no-
tion that she dreams of uny such extreme step; but
her proclamation opens a possible way for it. We
do not look for any trouble, or for even the least
controversy, with her over the matter of neutral or
contrabond goods; but the possibility of any differ-
ence on the subject between her and any country
would have been made much less had her *“rules of
war'' been more explicit in some respects and more
discriminating in others,
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JUSTICE FOR CAPTAIN DREYFUS.

Time works wonders, says the Ledger. One of the
best things time does is to cool the passions of men,
Things are said and done in the heat of passion that

seem infinitely silly in the perspective of mecollection.
France was worked up to a piteh of intense exeite:
ment over the Dreyfus case a few years ago. Over
there the presumption is that if a man is ageused
of erime he is eertainly gailty, and unless he can es-
tablish his innocence by a preponderence of evidence
there is no chance for him. It had been discovered
that some traitor connected with the French army
was selling military seerets to the Girman and Ital-
ian governments. In Franee it does not pay for a
stranger to be inguisitive about fortifications, means
of defenss, military maneuvers or matters of that
kind. Questions on such subjeots bring the inquirer
under suspicion and he is apt to be reported to the
police authorities and watched. To understand the
popular feeling that was aroused against Dreyfus
in France it is necessary to bear in mind a number of
differences between their gystem and ours. French.
men are trained to regard military secrets as inviol-
able, and that a stranger or foreigner is warned not

vealing, especially for money, to a foreign power.
| The crime with which Dreyfus was charged was
hideous, there was a legal presumption of guilt, and,
to make matters worse, the young officer was a Jow.

Probably the infamous scoundrels who charged
Captain Dreyfus with treason selected him as their
vietim because they knew popular feeling would be
more easily aroused against a member of a race that
has never been popular in France. The anti-Semi-
tie aggitation has been one of the most disgraceful
and indefensible movements that has arisen in
France. It was easy to work up feeling and preju-
dice against Dreyfus, but it seems ineredable that
he should have been convieted without the slightest
show of proving his innocence,  One of the peculiar
and discreditahle features of his first court-martial
was that Dreyfus was not allowed to hear the evi
dence offered against him, and the court took the
declaration of Colonel Henry that Dreyfus was cer-
tainly cuilty as evidence of the fact. Dreyfus was
publically degraded and sent to Devil's island, and
Franee gloated over his downfall. He was absolutely
innoeent of the charge against him,

There were some brave men who were convineed of
Dreyfus’ innocence and sought to secure justice for
him. They were persecuted without mercy. The sae-
rifices of Zola and Colonel Piequard and Maitre La-
bori and others in Dreyfus' behalf will go down in
history as truly heroic. But it has taken years for
the first impression that Dreyfus must be guilty to
wear off. The court of cassation annulled the first
conviction, ordered Dreyfus brought back to France,
and retired, and again he was convieted, though
there was no evidenee that would justify a eonvie-
tion at common law. Now the court of cassation has
granted an application in Dreyfus’ behalf for a re-
view of that second convietion and the final decision
of that tribunal may be awaited with confidence. The
best news from Franee in connection with the Drey-
fus case is the change in publie feeling regarding him.
Time has softened prejudices and restored sight to
the blind. There were few Frenchmen who ecould be-
lieve that Dreyfus by any possibility could be inno-
cent long after the rest of the world was eonvineed
of it. It is fortunate that Dreyfus lives to see justice
in sight.
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THE LATEST WAR.

The latest war in evidence is that aver the kind of
music that is to be renderpd at the St. Louis expo-
sition. The committee having the music in charge
wems to be quarreling over the subject. One class
of people wants the official music program to be clas-
sie in character, declaring that music of the highest
order would best befit the dignity of the great expo-
sition. Another class wants a plenteous sprinkling
of ““rag time'’ music, on the ground that music of
this charaeter would best please ‘‘the common”
people,”’
grade classie musie. As the ao-calléd *‘eommon peo-
ple’” will in all probability far outnumber those who

whose ears are not attuped to such high

are educated up to a comprehension of a higher grade
of musie it would seem that the ““rag time” advo-
cates should have their way.

The advoeates of high grade classic musie, how-
ever, are reported to be strenuous in their insistence

that only that class of music shall be rendered
and the advocates of *‘gag time’’ are reported to be
in a ninority, although they have not yet given up
their labors to seeure music that shall please the
MHBYES,

Here is a chance for arbitration and compromise,
A mixture of classic and rag time music would grat-
ify all elasses of visitors to the exposition. The man-
agers of the exposition can afford to abandon at least
the proposed **high'’ character of their music scheme
in the interests of the people. If, however, the mana-
gers shall hold to their determination to have none
but classic musie played there will undoubtedly be
not only plenty of “‘rag time'' music rendered on
the midway, but musie of every kind to suit the faney
of the unrefined.

The Mississippi legislature will ljsten to Hearst

but it turned down Cleveland and Gorman.
’

Pansma appreciates the value of having a rich
unele,
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B.F.
265.7 Commercial Streef. -

The quiet, artistic beauty of any
home is uanilly marred by lack of
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to state that the New Year will find
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ALLEN @ SON.

Logging Camp Work,

work done lo the ¢ity, Prices righ

ANDREW ASP,
Corner Twelfth and Dusne Siroeta,

BLACKSMITHING.
CARRIAGE AND WAGON BUILDING, FIRST-CLASS HORSE
SHORING. '

Al kinds of wagon materials in stock for sale. We rurnln the best

"Phone 201,
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St. Louis World’s Fair News

FROM HEADQUARTERS

A Great Combination Offer

We will furnish the Twice a- Weok
issue of the

WITH THE

St. Louis Globe-Democrat
Twice=a=Week '+ Astorian

Bath Papes

Yo
Sl l5
THE &T. LOUIS GLOBE-DEMOCRAT
is issuod Semi-Weekly, eight pages or
more, every Tuesday and Friday., It s

. REPUBLICAN in politica and has no
equal or rival as s

If you want ull the news of the World's
Fuir, a1l the news of the nutional com-
paign, and all the news of the earth, you
wust liuve the GLOBE-DEMOCRAT and
THE ASTORIAN during the comiug year,

NOW IS THE TIME

Send us 8150 TO<DAY and get your
Best Home Papor and the Gyeatest News.
paper of the World's Fair Cily, both for a
tall yesr. Address

ONE YEAR

GREAT MODERN NEWSPAPER

The ASTORIAN, Astoria, Or.
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[ASTORIA AND COLUMBIA
RIVER RAILROAD

LEAVE | PORTLAND 'mj
1:00 & m| Portland Unlon De-[ 11:i0a m
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418 ;'m| Seaside for War< 1360 p m
*):30 & | renton, Flaval,| T:20pm
2:30 p m| Hammond, “am
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Goble with all Northern Pacific tralne

to and from the East and Sound points,
4. C. Mayo,

axo UNION PACIFIC

70 hours from Portland to Chicago.

No charge of cars.

TIVERCHEDULES
Froim
PORTLAND

__‘ﬁ-u'

Dapart Arrive

Milengn
Partland  [Halt Lake, Donver, Fi
spoeind Worth, Ounabin, Kan-
WAh i e CHLy, M8 Lowiis

¥ Hunte Clicugo knd the Jenat
Inglon

hgtpom

Atlnntie
capress Akt Lake, Denver ¥y
[ m Waorth, Omiha, Kan.
Vi fliunt- sin Oy, S8 Laodals,

Digl et Ulitengo and the East

900 & m

i, Paul
Past Mall ton, Apokane, Minne
7.(&&_ . um‘ﬂn ML Manl, Duloth
vin 3poe liwnukow, Chilcago,
Kane and Lust

‘Walla Walls, | owls.

#00 pm

OCEAN AND RIVER SCHEDULE
—From Astorip—
All salling dates subject to change,

—_— e

Pbr San Francisce every five dayn

Daily ex- [Columbia River to iam
oopt NundPordand and Way Daily ex:
day aWrath|landings ocepl Mon

Staamer Nahcotta leaves Astoria on
tide dally except Bunday for Ilwaoo,
connecting there with trains for Long
leach, Tloga and North Beach polnis,
Returning arrives at Astorla same
evening.

Through tickets to and from all prin-
olpal European cltlew,
G. W. ROBERTH, Agent,
Astorln, Ore,

“I';iru&mtl(jl‘?-\\_ll[

RAILROAD

ELIGHTFUL ROUTE
AYLIGHT RIDE
[ZZY CRAGS

—_—

Reliance
Electrical

WorKks

+ —_— —_—

H.W.CYRUS,
Manager

428 BOND

We ure thoroughly preparsd for making
estimates and exoouting orders for
all kinds of electrical instulling and
repairing.  Bopplies in stock,
sell the Celebrated SHELBY LAMP,

Call up Phone 1161

We

STREET

g ¥ 8

Dr, T. L. BALL
DENTIST

Dr. RHODA

Mansell Bidg.

624 Commmicial street, Antoria Ore,

Dg. VAUGHAN, (47
Dexmist.

Pythisn Building, Astorin, Oregon.

Dr. W. 0. LOGAN
DENTIST
#78 Commercial 8t., Shanahan Boilding

Cor.

TELEPHONE RED 2061

JAY TUTTLE, M, D.

PHYBIOIAN AND BUHGEON
Acting Amistant Burgson

No 68 Duane 8t

PHONE DL

J. TRENCHARD
Insurance, Commission and Shipping

CUBTOME HOUSE BROKER.

C. HICKS

OSTEOPATHY

673 Commercial 8t
ACK 2005,

Agent Wells-Fargo and Northern
Pacifle Express Compnnles,

ELEVENTH and BOND B8BTS

FRAEL & COOK

C. W. BARR, DENTIST FRANSFER COMPANY.,
Mansell Building Td-pbu:- 1L
578 Commercial Street, Astoria, Ore DRAYING AND EXFRESSING

All goods shipped te our care
Wil recelve speclal attention.

W. J. COOK. Mgr

U.B. Marioe Hospital Serviee,
OmMos hours: 10 to 12 am. 1 to 4:80 pm.

471 Commercial Btreet, Ind Floor.

A household necessity—Dr. Thomas'
Electric O1l. Heals burng, cuts, wourdys
of any sort; oures sore throat, croup,
catarrh, asthma; ‘never falls,

EEP CANONS
A GOLDEN OPPORTUNITY

Hee nature In all he glorious beauty,
and then the acme of man's handls
work., The first In found nlong the Hne
of the Denver & Rie Grands Raliroad,
the Intter at the 8t. Louls World's
Falr, Your trip will be one of pleas-
ure—muke the most of it. For infor-
mation and Mustrated lterature write

W. C. McBRIDE, Gen. Agt.
Portland, Or,

| hUXURlOUS IRHVEL

Thy “Northwedtern Limitad" (raips,
tlactrie lighted throughou*, both Inaslde
and out, and stéam heated, are with~
out cuoﬂ:lon. the finest tralos Im the
world, ey *mbedy the latest, newest
and bewr ideas for comfort, convenlsies
and luxury ever offered tha travelllng
oublle, and alrtomether are the moent
complete and splendid srodystion of the
car hullders' art,

Thass lnliadld Traing
Connect With..... ..

The Great Northern

The Northern Pacific and

The Canadian Pacifie
AT 8T, PAUL WOR

CHICAGO oand the RAST.

No extra charge for these superiof
scommodations and all rlasess of tok-
ota Are avallable for passage or. the
traina’ on *hig line gre protestsd by 1he
Interiocking Blook Bystem. |

To Cura a Cold In One Day.
Take Laxative Bromo Quinine Tab«
lets, All drugglists refund the money
If It falls to cure, M. W. Grove's sig-
nature Is on each box. 380, o




