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THE OREGONIAN AND THE TRUTH.

Our highly esteemed contemporary, the Orvegonian,
has again taken upon itself to discuss the matter of
dellyg.to shipping at the Columbia river, and to chide
those Puget sound papers which have seen fit to
point out with persisteney the case of the government
transport Dix, which should have gone to sea from
Astoria on Thursday, February 18, but whieh is still
tied up in the lower harbor. The Oregonian says

“Considering the fury of the storm which has
wrecked so many vessels and left such a trail of de-
struction in its wake, it is highly probable that, had
the Dix been at sea, she would have sustained in-
Juries much more costly than has been the slight de-
lay experienced. At the same time, the Oregonian
does not contend that the Columbia bar is in per-
fect condition. Were such a elaim at all reasonable,
no further effort would be made to mmprove condi-
tions at the mouth of the river. The unobstructed
passage of the Dix from Portland to Astoria shows
the river to be in excellent condition, in fact larger
and deeper ships than the Dix have been passing up
and down without delay on a smaller stage of water.
Puget sound papers, with a desire to coneiliate their
large constitueney in eastern Washington, have al-
ways professed a desire to do everything possible to
open the Columbia river. If there is any sincerety
in their professions, and the Dix matter is one-half|
as bad as they are endeavoring to make it. here is al

THE MORNING ASTORIAN, SUNDAY. FEBRUARY 28, 1904

P

the river from Portland, and any other statement ve-
garding the matter is deliberate falsehood.
-

RUSSIA'S COMPLAINT.

The Russian government has addressed to the
powers & diplomatie note impeaching Japan for vio-
lating international law. The serious charge is for
violating the neutrality of Coveas by landing troops
in that empire. Unless Japan ean make such use of
Corea, she would have no land base for her military
cperations.  The complaint, the Call thinks, comes
with bad grace from Russia, after violating the neu-
trality of China by oceupying Manchuria as her land
base, and ereeting on Chinese soil military camps
and fortifications during the time in which sha
agreed with the western nations to prepare for evae-
nating Manchuria, Last year she promised the
United States to observe her agreement to ev acuate)
on October 8. But that date found her i mcromung
her forces on Chinese soil and busy usurping the
eivil administration of Manchuria, against the pro-
tests of China and the violation of her word to the
allies in the Boxer war.

It is said that France sympathizes with Russiu
her view of the case. This is probably a play in the
game going on between France and Germany to
court the favor of Russia. IT Germany insinuates
herself into the:place now held by France as an ally
of Russia, France will be isolated on the continent,
But it must be remembered that England and Japan
are joined in the same form of allianee as that be
tween France and Russia, and if France should go
so far as to give aid, even diplomatically, to the ezar,
England may be expected to go just as far with the
Mikado.

The rest of Russia’s complaint runs to Japan’s act
of war at Port Arthur, in advance of a formal dec-
laration. It is not the first time that has oeeurred.
We did it in the Mexican war, and had an action at
arms in advance of a formal declaration by con-
gress. It may be said, too, that every day that Rus-
sian troops remained in Manchuria after the date
agreed upon for evacuation was an act of war, Such
eontinued occupancy is understood by every govern
ment to have been a warlike menace, directed against
the independence and existenee of Japan.

Russia’s note is published concurrently with a
boast that she will wipe out the Japanese armies next
August. If she expeets that in such an event she
will also have permission to do as she pleases with
Japan she is probably mistaken, for it is ineon
ceivable that the world will consent to her absorbtion
of that empire. There is no intention anywhere to
permit Russia to become the dominating power of
the planet, as she would be with Japan, China and
Corea-absorbed into her system. In this the United
States is equally interested with other western na-
tions. Such expansion of Russian power would prae.
tically drive us out of the l’uolﬁr and while it is

golden opportunity for them to join with Portland
and aid in placing the bar at the mouth in as good|
condition as Portland has placed the channel above
Astoria."" . |

Onee again, not so much for the benefit of the,|
Oregonian, but for the edifieation of the papers uII

the sound and the officials of the covernment. The
Astorian desires to relate the faets in the case of the

Dix.

Ten ddys have now elapsed sinee the vessel|

arrived down the ‘river from Portland, and The!

Astorian intends that the Oregonian’s misrepresen-
tation of the cirenmstances leading up to the delay
of the transport shall not go unnotieed ‘

The Dix left Portland at 10 o’elock on the morning|
of Febrnary 17. We have the Oregonian’s state-
ment for it that hers was an unobstructed passage!
down the river, but the fact is that she did not reach
Astoria until 4 o’clock on the afternoon of Thursday .
February 18. In other words, her trip down the|
river oceupied 30 homws’ time. It is interesting in
this conneetion to note that, during this *‘ unobstruet- |
ed"” passage, the Dix lost a 12,000-pound anchor and
80 fathoms of ehain cable. The vessel was about to
run aground coming down the river and the anchor
was hastily dropped in order to avert the disaster. |
This sort of thing may have an “‘unobstrueted’
appearance to the Oregonian, but to the government
department which operates transports the Portland
idea may not appeal very strongly.

The distance from Portland to Astoria by water|
18 approximately 100 miles, and the Dix made the!
trip over that expanse at the rate of three and one
third miles an hour. Tad the big vessel been able
to navigate even at the low vate 'of 10 miles an hour
she would have reached Astoria at 8 o'clock on the
evening of February 17, and on the following morn-
ing, when the tide wis very high and the bar as/
smooth as a mill pond, would have been able to put|

to sea. As it was, she did not nreive down until 4/
o'clock on the afternoon of February 18, or too late
to get to sea. 1

The Ovegonian is striving to make it appear that
the har has caused the delay of the Dix,
The predieament of
the ship is the direet result of her slow trip down

and is ;.|I||’|uJ

responsible for her detention.

[for a two years’ siege sounds omniously like

|
| try.

1o the
Lcauntry prosperity,

not probable that we would make \\m‘ in the matter,
it is probable that we would join & concert of such

| western nations as desire to preserve g just balanee
(in the world’s trade, and preevnt the spread of the
{exeerable scheme of government represented in the

Russian policy.

We stand at present on Seeretary Hay's note. en.
foreing respect for the nentrality and territorial in-
tegrity of China. It is a most important aetion, and
makes a foundation for future action in protection
of our interests in the Pacific and in the trade of
China.

American publie opinion and view of the morals|
(of the eastern conflict are exactly uttered in the many

pulpits in this country,
been discussed.

in which the subjéet has

sidde met with any favor. The superior eivilization
of Japan is recognized, as it should be, and the su-
perior system of her governimentehas not escaped en-
dorsement.  Japan has a high degree of popular
government, with parlismentary institutions and a
perfect system of jurisprudence founded on the com-
mon law. Americans will not see there institutions
submerged in the bratal autoeraey of Russia.
N

Russian talk about being able to hol Port Arthur

# eon-
fession of weakness. If Russin cannot overcome Japan
in mueh less time than that she must be regarded as
a vastly overrated power, and- she would do best
to make peace at once on the most favorable terms

she can. Before two years are goue Jipan would

llum' a double-track railroad from the strait of Corea

to the Yalu, and a line of fortifications along that
river and from it to the Leao, which Russia might

[then find it impossible to break through.

&
v

Colombia will have a sensible president in General

| Reves, and during his administration no countenanee

will be given to any scheme to *“hold up®' this eoun-
and his

which might have been hetter

new president, wishing him Inek,

assured with a canal running through it, but which
will be,
{llrnuu’ll !hl territory of a neighboring republie,

in a measure, promoted by it ag it rons
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EXPECTORANT dmcrce>.

RASTOP THAT COUGH

A diont, Intaible remedy for te- )
eates of the Threut. asd Lungs, |
krown @ nsed the world over for

almost a Cept, J

In not a single case has the Huimian‘

The quiet, artistic beauty of any
home is uusillv marred by lack of

taste in will decorations,

Wo wish

to state that the New Year will find
. us in @ better position to do decorats

ing than ever before,

New patterny

are beginming to arvive, and all we
usk is that you favorus "with an op-

portunity to show you the line.

' B. F. ALLEN @ SON.

265-7 Commercial Street.

BLACKSMITHING.

CARRIAGE AND WAGON Bnlunl.’nému. FIRST.CLASS

Logging

Camp Work,

HORSE

Al kinde of wagon materials in stock for sale. We guarantee the best

work done in the city. Prices right,

ANDREW ASP,
Corner Twelfth and Dusue Streots, "Phone 201,

L]

In due season we shall send polite greetings|
578 Commercial St., Sbanaban Buildiog

FROM HEADQUARTERS

St. Louis World’s Fair News

A Great Combination Offer

We will furnish the Twice.n. Week

WITH THE

St. Louis Globe-Democrat

TWice=a=Week s Astorian

Both Papers $|.50 ONE Y

THE 8T, LOULS GLOBE-DEMOCRAT ..
in issued Remi-Weekly, eight pages or
more, every Tuesday aod Friday. It is
REPUBLICAN in politics and has no
equal or rival ns a

EAR

P—

GREAT MODERN NEWSPAPER

Ii you want sll the news of the World's
Fair, all the news of the national eam-
paign, and all the news of the earth, you
N must huve the GLOBE-DEMOORAT and
THE ASTORTAN during the coming year,

NOW IS THE TIME

Send us K150 TO=-DAY and get your -
Best Home Paper and the Greatest News.
paper of the World’s Fuir City, both for a
fall year, Address

The ASTORIAN, Astoria, Or.

Reliance
Electrical
Works

— -

We nre thoroughly prepared for making
eutimates and exoouting orders for

all kinds of elestrieal installing and

repairing,  Sapplies in

H. W, CYRUS,

stock.

We

sell the Celebrated SHELBY LAMP,
Call up Phone 1161.

524 Commercial street,

Pythian Building, Astoria, Oregon,

Mutager 428 BOND STREET
Dr. T. L. BALL i Dr. RHODA C, HICKS
Mansell Bldg. 578 Gommerclal 8t

Astoria Qre,

Dr. VAUGHAN,

|
DexTisr.

Dr. W. C. LOGAN !
DENTIST

Cor. ELEVENTH and

B73.Commercinl Street,

C. W. BARR, DENTIST |

FRANSFER

Mavsell Building l

TELEPHONE RED 2041. ‘

JAY TUTTLE, M. D.

} No §8 Puane Bt.

PHYSICIAN AND SURGEON £re

Aoting Asslstant Surgeon
U, B, Marine Hospltal Serviee,

PHONE BLACK 2005,

) J. TRENCHARD
Insurance, Commission and Bhipping.
CUSTOMS HOUSE BROKER.

BOND

—

Agent Wells-Fargo and Northern
l‘llr:lﬂc Express Comparnles,

8TS.

PRAEL & COOK

COMPANY,
Telephone 31

astoria, Ore| DRAYING AND EXPRESSING

All goods shipped to our care
Will recelve special sttemtion.

W. J. COOK, Mgr.

'Tisn't safe to be a day without Elec-
tric Oll In the house, Never can tall

Ofce hours: 10 to 12 am. 1 to 4:30 p.m. | what mement an aceldent s golng to

471 Cemmercial Bireet, 2nd Fleor,

happen,

Economy .
~ Brand
Evaporated
Gream

bears the above cap label.
Contains fully as much
food substance per can as
the watery (mitations in
larger cans,
It {3 smooth and perfect
because skillfully pre-
pared. Its purity Is
guaranteed.

ASTORIA AND COLUMBIA
RIVER RAILROAD

LEAVE | POR‘I'LAND IARRWI!

$:00 & m| Portland Union De<| 11:10a m

7:00 p m| pot for Astorin and| 1:0pm
| Way Pomts |

ABTORIA

T:46 am| For Portland and| 11:30am
§:10 p m| Way Pointa 10:8pm

*8: 1um| Altbrilhrw-l!n T:d0am

11:8am| ton, Flavel Fort| ¢:0pm

6:60 p m| Btevens, Hammond|*10:46 a m
jand Seaside |

0:16 a m| Seanlde for War-| 12:60 pm

“9:80 a m| renton, Flavel,| T:20pm

2:50 pm|, Hammond, Fort| "3 am
| SBtevens & Astorial

*Sunday only
All trains make close connections at
Goble with all Northern Pacific traina
to and from the East and Sound points.
J. C. Mayo,
General Frelght and Pam. Agent.

TO THE EAST AND SOUTH.
Through Halt Lake Clity, Leadville,
Pueblo, Colorado Springs and
Denver.

VERCRIDGRANTE
DENVEH RN &

Offers the Chotee of ‘Three Routes
Through the Famous Rocky Moune
taln Scenery, and Five Distinct
Routes East and South of Denver.

3--FAST TRAINS DAILY--3

Rétween Ogden and Nehver, Carrying
All Clusses of Modern Equipment.
Purfect Dlalng Car Service and Per.
sonially Conducted Tourist Ex-
cursions to All Points Bast,

STOP OVERS ALLOWED

On All Ciasses of Tickets.

For Information or Ilustrated ltera-
ture call on or address
W. C, MeBRIDE, -

124 Third Bt,,

10 GRANDE WES

General Agent
Portland, Or.

Where do you get shaved now?

On the face, of course.
What for?

15¢.

Where?

At .the Occident Barber Shop
THE BOSS romw ARTISTS

BPeiies are su :
to Blilll'n of Copalba iy

Cubabs o1 [n !rtlonl and
OURE IN I HOUIS( Dl

the same diseases with-
out inccnm}}nma.

y & POSITIVE ouwfe
| il fammssionpecutary

selly S Tt

\ Ay BELLEFONTAING, OHIOM

llnld br Chu Rogera, 49 Commerclal ~

pala—bane o
Burdoek Blood thtmsa 1::1;1er” | Sxistence

ly, permanently,
the stemach.

t, prompt
Regulates and tones




