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| STATE CAPITOL
RUINED BY
FLAMES

Defective Electric Wiring Creates
Fire That Destroys Legislative
Building at Madison,
Wisconsin.

Structure Practically Gone, Al-
though Valuable State Re-
cords Thought to Be Safe.

LOSS WILL BE ABOUT $800,000

Alrendy There Is Talk of Ke-
bullding at Mwaukeo, and
Make That City Capital
of the State,

—

Madison, Wia, Feb. 27.-The Wins-

consin state capitol bullding was dam-
nged to the extent of ¥800,000 by fire
todny., The fire Involved the bullding
of n new capitol, a specinl session of

the leglalature and the probable re-
newnl of the agltation in faver of the
remaval of the capltol from Madison
1o Milwaukese

The fire was caused by defoctive elec.
irle wiring. The fAre started before
daylight, and at 8 o'clock had complete-
ly ruined the east and west wings, con-
taining the senate and assembly chom-
bﬂ'l l.l'ld the departments of the tox
?‘Iny b .._:"_ H l,l 'l‘hﬂlﬂ P .
Intendent, supérintandent of property,

bosrd ' of agriculiure, mtate nornial
schoul, commisaloner of Asherles, Nish
and game warden, stats  boprd of
pharmacy, state land ofMce, dalry nnd

food comminsion, state treasurer, com-
missioner of labor, governor msecritary
of state, stute bourd of control und in-
the suprome

vourt, law lbrary and the state Hboary

surnnea  commissloner,
commission.
Practically all the valuable stite rec-
Moat of
and rteel

ords ure belleved to be safe,
them  remaln In masonry
vaults in the ruins

Fire apparnlus wis sent from MiY-
wiukee .

Governor Schoffield maintained in-

siirnnee on the bullding throughout his
term totalling $600,000, but the last leg-

inlnturs Instituted nn Insursnce fund
and directed (he state's officers to als
low the Insurance pollcies to lapee.

In June lant there lapsed §610,000, and
In December 380,000, There Is in the
insurance fund at the present time
pbout 36000 to meet the loms, which
conservallve estimates place at $400,-
000.

The fire practically devastated every
portion of the capitol bullding, with
the exception of the north end. ‘ibis
was saved, but is In such & delnpldated
conditlon that this portlon, topether
with the standing walls, will have to
be torn down. !

Governor La Follette was ewrly on
the scene, and by his coolness nnd self-
possesnion did much to snforce order
among the workers. All the conlent®
of the Immense law lbrary were cure
ried out, together with a large quens
Uty of other books and papars. The
priceless records stored In the Grand
Army room also were saved.

Chief Charles Bernard was oyvercome
by smoke and fell from a ladder, re-
ceiving merious injuries. He Is uncon-
nelous, y

From an original cost of 340,000 in
1817, appropriations from time to thme
for new additions made the cost of the
state ‘capitol to date about $800,000.

IDIOT THROWS ROCKS,

Ashland, Ore., Feb. 27.—Peter Kel-
ler, familiarly known as “Pele,” who s
alleiged to be demented at times and
who Ix strongly suspected of heing cin-
nected with the attempt to fire Mrs,
A. H., Russell's house Wednesidny
morning. was taken, into custody Last
night by the oMeers and Is heing de-
tained in the city jall, pending his ex-
amination for Insanity County
Judge Charles Prim,

On the morning of the (ire, about
12:30 o'clock, the family of ex<Mayor

4 perederrorised by some-
A ,-’:.—q'. 1 vy ‘..' ™ Te 10
A nelghbor was telephoned, who cn hix
arrival saw a form In the front yurd,

by

which he belleves to have been Pete,
and told him to leave the
Pete ahowed fght and told blm to stay
An oM«

lti?{l]r-

{reiives

an his own side of the fence,
but  Pete

e wan Inter,

oer wad  summoned,
peared i the darkness,

under surveillnnee,

however, placed
The “rocking” of Mr.
cirred only n short, time before the fire

Grant’'s houwe

alivrm sounded

Pete has been worklng around Ash-
land for the past two venrs, aind hos
the reputation of being a good hand,
Lut I8 sald to be Intermittently lnxane,

Keller was exnmined today ind was
declnred to be nsane, Juidge Prim
hax made an order committing him to
the asylum for the Insane at Salem.

FINE  GLOTHING

-
.

(T G T2
N

We are selling superior
grade hand tailored cloth-
ing in latest styles and
materials at prices any
man can afford.

EXTENSION OF

TO JAPAN HEIGHTENS THE
GRIEVANCE NOW FELT

PACIFIC CABLE

Americans Residing at St. Petersburg
Treated Coldly by Russian Friends
Because of Vicksburg Incident.

Recent Versions of Affair Satisfy Russian Government that Right
Was Done, and This Governmeut Is Not Blamed—Cpunts
Strongly on Continued Friendship of United States
In Spite of Popular Prejudice.

Bt. Petersburg, Feb. 27.--A {'.htpuu-rl
published here, purporting to be from
Washington, tlint the 'nlted States
uad assented to an extenslon of the
Pucific cable from Manila to Japan,
further aggrivates the popular bellef
that the United Startes e slding with
Japan ngalnst Russin, The few Amer-
lcans In Bt Petersburg have all re-
marked upon (he changed demeanor
shown by thelr Russian friends.

How deeply the Russians were
wounded by their bellef Is shown by the
nevernnoe of personalities, of vhich a
striking Instance occurred this week
when the most intimate Russian friend
of an American lady declinel her
proffered hund, Unon the lady's ex-
clamation of astonishment her friend
burst into tears and sald she felt ag-
grieved st ull Amerieans since the re-
ported action of the commander of the
Vicksburg at Chemuloo,

Walsing forwn expwastion;
which it is apparent from Clspatches
received here today from Washlegton,
will put anather complexion upon the
Vicksburg
press for
cltedd comment based on

incldent, columnsg of the
been full of €x-
original
In spite of the |
this governs
ment, ovces the
highest value on Amerlean friendship,
and although the eourse of Amerlean

days have
the
verslon of the affair,
ftite of populir opinlon,

It can be asserted,

diplomicy I8 at times privately viewed
officially the zovernment of
nesumes that the Amerlcan
nor is

nskance,
the canr
wttitude hnw bee striotly correct,
the slightest disposition to question (ts
nels manifested,

COMMANDER TELLS STORY.

Vicksburg Affair Mountain Out Of
Mole Hill,

Washington, Feb, 27.—The of
the message (o the npuvy department
from Commander Martin of Vicks:
burg Is as follows:

“1 took the Inftintive by sending med-
feal asgstance to the Vimg as soon
possible nfter learning they
nbindoning the vessel, 1 sent
bouts and assisted In tiking off the
Russian saflors, putting them on board
the British and Itallan vessels, The
Varlag remained afloat over flve hours
filllng slowly. Our bonts were Instruact
ed not to bring the Russian sallors
to the Vicksburg, offering the Zafivo
temporarily, but the offer wWis declin:

text

wers
four

i

Searchlight Finds Them,
Tokio, ¥Feb 27.—The oMcinl
of the maval afficers, who attempted
to block the entiance to the harbor of
Port Arthur February 24, differs in
some respects from the accounts als
ready printed, From this report It ap-
pears thal & Russian searchiight dis-
covered the approach of the five Japan
ese slenmers hefore they had reached
wis proposed to

report

the point where |t
slik them and the Russian guns dis-
abled three of the five. Another new
feature Is thut a portion of the orews
of the sunken net

stelmers welre

steamer Kwang Ping has arrived here
from Chin Wang Tao with 630 Japan-
ese refugees, and women from Man-
churia, Many of the womén claim they
were robbed and maltreated by the
Russian soldlers at Harbin.

GOOD WORDS FOR ROOSEVELT.

Republicans of His Own State Selid
For Him.

New York, Feb. 27.—April 12 vas
asgreed upon as the date for the riate
snpublican convention, and President
Roosevelt was Indorsed for the presi-
dentjal nomination at the meeting of
the state republlcan sommittes nere tu-
Both resolutions were adobted
nnanimously, The convention will be
‘held in Carnegle hall, this city. A
'«ummium was appointed to draw up
resclutions of respecton the death of

nator Hanna and Timothy Ellsworth,
sovernor Odell mat  In
holding a proxy for L. 8. Goodeell, of

Hirhland Falls
1 The resolations Indorsing President
| Neosevalt were A follows:

[ “The
' | New York take .hig occasion to declare
imn entire loyally to President Theo-
dore Rosevelt as the representative of
his party In hig native state. We are
proud of his distingnighed services to
his country. We admire his alert
Amerleanism and his devotion to the
highest Ideals of goverament. His
character, hisz fAdelity to the progres-
sive principles of cepublicanismm end
hip singleness of purpose In adminis-
tering the affalre of government in the
Interest of the entire nation have com-

day

" the meeting,

republican state commities of |’

that all of the government's witnesses
were In Californin, It would be more
convenlent for all concerned If the ex-
aminations were held there, and offer-
ed to surrender Benson to the Call-
fornin authorities and then have the
examination In that #tate, those rep-
resenting the government saying the
suggestion would be acceptable. Ad-
Journment was taken untll Tuesday
to afford time to consult with the
Washington authorities, 4

STATE MUST BE REIMBURSED,

Attorney-General Crawford Render:
Opinion Regarding School Lands.

Salem, Ore, Feb. 27.—In response to
a question proponded by Clerk of the |
State Land Board (. G. Brown yesler-
day, Attorney-Oeneral Crawford ren-
dered an opinion In which he holds, In
substance, that If a person purchase
indemnity school land from the state
and divest It of its timber, and (here-
after it is found that the state cannot
convey title thereto, sald purchnser is
entitied to the repayment of s pur-
chase price pald to the rtate, under
section 3310 and 3311 of the code.

In holding this way, however, the
attorney-general goes a little derl.-lr.
Into the question and adds that, if such
timber is removed from the land and
it s found that the title therelo lles
in the United States, such party Fe-
moving said timber is held accountable
for the same to the government, but[
that the government cannot hold the |
state llable for such devastation,

In support of this opinfon the attor-
ney-general comments as follaws:

“The indemnity was selected by the
state at the pequest of the purchaser,
and the case having failed he cannot
get titie from the state. The lnd se-
lected was viacant government land.l

ed until title was recoversd from the |
United Stotes. The purchaser hav’ ng‘
removed the timber from the land '
while the title was in the United States |
nust answer to the owner of tbe fee
for the same when called upon. It fol- |
lows that the state must settle with
its customer the same as though the
timber had not been gemoved, unless
the Unlted States can hold the state’
Hable, and 1 can see no way ‘n \\‘hlchf
that cdan he done”™

So. far as !5 known 6t the present |
time there is only one case of this Kind
in existence, the one on which the|
quextion was raised, and in this tase !
the timber has all beep ont, but re- |
mains upon the land, owing (/& lack |

mended him to all good citlzens with-
out regard lo party.

*We pledge to him sur earnest sup-
port for nomination and with confidence
In the verdict of the people on election
day.”

The meeting wag held in the Fifth
Avenue Senator Platt did not
attend the meeting of the committee,
It during the seseion remainad in the
lohby of the hotel, where, with former
Governor Woodruff, he held an infor-
mal recoption and  was greated by
many republican politiclans present.

hotel,

WITNESSES IN CALIFORNIA.

Hearing at New York Concludes With
Motion to Dismiss Charge.
New York, Feb, 27.—The hearing of
John A. Benson, charged by the govern-
ment with bribing 0O,
8. A. Volk, clerks in the land office
at Washington, was concluded todny
and motlon was filed by council for
the accused to dismiss the charge.
This motion was based upon the evl-
dence of Harlan and Volk, both of
whom testified that the money Ben-
son paid them had been for work and
services rendered him in 1898, and not
to divulge the result of the examina-
tion made by the land office. United
States Commissioner Shields sald he

would render the decision later.
Bvidence then taken the
charge, Benson was

!

Wis on

second wherein

pleked up untll the afternoon of the
24th.

will

Purls, Feh,

pondent of the

38 —The Tokio corres-

; i I
Raise Cruiser. |
|

Petit Parlesenne cables

thut Japanese enginers have left for

Chemulpo, Coren, to endeavor to riise
the Russlan crulser Varlag.

Russians Rob Wamen.

Nogasuki. Feb, 28—The British

churged, together with Frederick A,
Hyvde, of 8an Francieco, of huving con-
spired to defraud the In
securing titles to schoo! lands
Benson placed fn evidence his
tract with Hyde concerning the lands
in gquestion, showing that Hyde had
I:me to the school lands

Benson  became in

government

cons

secured ®n
before
the deal

Judge Campbell, representing the ac-
cused, sald that in view of the fact

Interestod

A, Harlan andf 11 ‘continue bombarding the place un-

- = H‘W—C‘Kv uﬁ-’tnuﬁw“'

of facilities for bringing It ocut,

a
MANY OFFER SERVICES. [

1
Tokio, Feb. “Ten naval officers
commanded and 67 “Jackies” munnﬂ”
the five steamers sunk at the *ntﬂm'e
to Port Arthur. Merchant ssilors vol-
unteered for the dangerous undertak- |
ing, but thelr services were not #c-
cepted. The volunteers bade farewell
1 their comrades, expecting to die un-
der the fire of (he batteries of the en- |
emy. The rescue of the entive crews |

aurpriged even the Japanese.
The steamers did not

a0

and

tinn was practically completed. [

1t is understood that Admiral Togo's |
main feet I8 still in the vicinity of
Port Arthur, and it 18 eaxpected his fleet r

til it Is untenable oy untll the Russian
fent 15 destroyed,

when selected, and under the United’
i no timber #hould be nmm--;

court
carry  lights | charges agaipst Charles W. Clark, son
were not armed and consequently | of Senator W. A. Clark, based upon
were not discoversd until the opera- |an alleged offer of $250,000 to Judge

{opment of the present sesson.
Inre made low

 BITTER TOWARD AMERICANS

PEN FARE AND
FINE FACE
THEM

i o — .;7.:; ol
L

:

Two Years in the Penitentiary To-
gether With $10,000 Imposed
On Lorenz and
D. B. Groff.

—_—

DM w at Once
GinNdbthdAp
peal to Court of Appeals.

'S. A. GROFF MAY GET OFF

———

Evidence Against Him Not
Strong, Government’s Coun-
sel Agreeing to This—Mo-
tion to Be Argued.

Washington, Feb. 27.—August W.

Machen, formerly general superintend-
ent of the free delivery postal service;
Dr. George F. Lorenz, of Toledo, once
postmaster of that city, and Diller B.
Greff, of this city, all of vhom were
convicted of conspiracy against the
government in comnectlon vith the
supply of Groff -fasteners to the post-
office department, today were serztenced
by Judge Pritchard to two years' im-
prisonment in Moundsville, W. Va.,
penitentlary, and a fine of $10.%0 each.
The defendants Immediately gave no-
tiee of appesl to the court of Ripeals
ard were released on 320,000 bonds.
Samuel A. Groff, as to whom Speeial
Counsel Conrad, for the govermnen!,
=ald some days ago there was not suf-
ficlent evidence Lo convict, wias not gen-

tericed and his motion for a new trial

and for arrest of judgment being al-
lowed further consideration, his coun-
sel were given four duys within which
to prepare to argue the motion.

1

1]

Relieved at His Own Request.
Washington, Feb

to the Fifth lighthouse district as the
successor of Commander John AL
Hawley, now Inspector of that dis-

{ triet, ek

-

T il
Army Officer Brings Sult.
Washington, Feb. 2. — Captain
| George Cochran Broome, of the United
| States army, now stationed at Porto
Rico, today filed suft for $250,000 dam-
|ages agsinst James 8. Barbour and
his wife, Annle D. Barbour, of this
elty, for alleged alienating the affec-

| tions of Captain Broomeiand wife. The

Barbours are prominent sociully here.

Bribery Charge Dismissed.
Butte, Mont., Feb. 26.—The district
today dismissed the bribery

E W. Harney,

Sleevelrss nightgowns are a devel-
They
necked and sleeveless,
the neck and armholes belng finished

wWwith a ruffie of 'ace or of the material,

Hoyles Games,

Do you Know it all

Pocket Dictionary, only 25¢,
Hand Books, now 2be.

only 50e.

Pocket Encyclopedia, for 25¢,
See the show window tells the tale

J. N. GRIFFIN

ry, Paints, Qil and

AT

FISHER B
Cor. Bond and (2th Sts. - -

v AT

. - pm e

Groceries, Hardware, Ship Chandle-

Lumber Boat'Supp.lies etc, © © @£

Glass--Hardwood

ROTHERS
. = « -« Astoria, Oregon

37 —Commander
"Henry MeCrea, n detgiled officer In
the buresy of navigation, has been re-.
| Heved at his own request and will go

* F




