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INTERVIEWING A HERMAID;

The modern newspaper man is put to many severe
tests. He must be up and doing at all times and
nothing must eseape his eye or his pen. He must
e familiar with every branch of industry and trade,
well up in social matters, thoroughly posted politi-
cally and a veritable encyclopaedia of knowledge.
He must be equal to any emergency that may arise,
whether it be the handling of a great fire, the re.
porting of a political or religious eonvention, or an
interview with some distinguished foreign visitor.
He must essentially be an all-around man.

Wesford Jones, of the Oregonian, fills the bill,
Jones hails originally from Ireland, where he ‘‘larn-
ed readin’ and writin’ ** and acquired a knowledge
of the Celtic language. Finding it inconvenient to
take Treland with him, he left the Emerald isle and
came to America, afterwards going to Portland. He
has been providing the humor for the editorial page
of the Oregonian, oecasionally going out to inter
view some foreign visitor.

Not long ago Jones ran across a mermaid down
en the Portland ‘“‘waterfont.”” The mermaid had
dimbed or flowen up to the wharf and was compla-
cently regarding herself in the silvery Willamette
when Jones came slong. It appears from the narra-
#ive that the mermaid belonged in American waters
for we have her assurance, thanks to Jones, that she
hadn't seen Neptune for a long time, because ‘‘Nep,”’
as Jones familiady calls him, spends most of his
gime in the Mediterranean. Jones admits he had
gever before seem any mermaids, but that did not
deter him. He confidently appproached the visitor
sud without the slightest hesitation proeeeded to con-
verse with her in her strange language. He even
mduced her fo remain on the wharf while he sent
for Lute Pease to come down and make the neces-
sary pmtogzraplm An animated conversation en-
sued and appears dily recorded over Jones’ signa-

ture,

Now, that’s what we eall good newspaper work.
Ninety-nine out of every 100 newspaper writers on|
earth would have squaked at the very sight of the

from points outside the distriet. This is in

wmermaid, and not one in a million would have been
eapable of speaking her language. Yet Jones, with
rare foresight, told her that she had pretty hair and;
that her scales were on straight, and otherwise con-|
ued her into waiting for Pease, who showed up with|
kis camera in due time. This was indeed a rare
mewspaper feat, beside which John Fleming Wilson '.q|
interview with the mierobes in Salem’s water supply
pales into insignificance. Jones is just the man Port-
land needs and will prove a valuable adjunct at the
Lewis and Clark fair, where many strange situations

will materialize that must needs he explained.
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ALASKAN LIGHTHOUSES.

Captain Jarvis, collector of customs for the dis-
trict of Alaska, is very hopeful that congress at its
present session widl make further provision for the
erection of lighthouses in Alaska, and may make a
separate lighthouse district of Alaska, says the
Post-Intelligenesr,

At the present time, from Cross sound, in south-
eastern Alaska, to Point Barrow, on the Aretie,
there is but a single lighthouse, although another
ene is in course of construction. This is a coast line
considerably greater than the Atlantic coast line
from the Mexican border to the northernmost ex-
tremity of Maine, with the coastline of all of the
great lakes thrown in for good measure, ‘whieh is
substantially without any of the ordinary and cus-
tomary aids to navigation to be found on every fish-
ing village along the Atlantic seaboard.

Nor is it because the coast which is thus lacking in
ordinary aids to navigation is not frequented by ves-
sols that this condition of affairs exists, There is a
fleet of very large proportions plying to Alaska at
oll times. The number of vessels which depart from
the various coast ports to Alaska, principally from
Puget sonnd, runs to nearly 500 a year, and each of
these vessels naturally returnes to her port of de.
parture. Thus in the course of a year there are
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prohobbr 1000 vand- plying Alaskan waters,

to the local vessels plying from one Alnnku pﬂ';
to another,

The total number of passengers carried by ‘!,heu
various vessels during the year must approximate
very closely to 100,000, a\though statistieal informa-
tion on this subject is hard to obtain. Furthermore
the value of the cargoes carried to and from Alaska
exchisive of local commerce within the distriet, is
in excess of $30,000,000.

{Of course, the bulk of thia trade is with south.
eastern Alaska, but even southeastern Alaska has
but the merest pretense of proper aids to navigation
in four lighthouses now finished.

Nowhere in the civilized is such a streteh of water
carrying such a commerce and such a number of
passengers, so woefully lacking in all aids to navi
gation as the waters of Alaska, It is high time that
congress takes earnestly in hand the matter of erect-
ing lighthouses in all of the waters of Alaska and
at all of the harbor entrances. The present condition
of affairs, while a decided improvement on condi:
tions which existed but a few years ago, is still dis-

graceful to the federal government.
>—

WANTED—A LEADER.

“I feel quite confident—knowing from my own
experience what a brave and cleyer fellow the China-
man is—that were I accorded the necessary power
and given an absolute free hand in the Chinese gov-
ernment, I could, in the space of two or three years,
provide the Chinese empire with an army that would
be second to none in the world.”

Qo declared Lord Wolseley, the famous British
general, who spent many years among the Chinese
and studied their manners and customs carefully.
Commenting in his autobiography upon the possi
bilities of the Chinese race, Lord Wolseley said:

““There is no nation numerically as great as China

whose customs and modes of life are g0 common to

all parts of their vast empire. To me they are the
most remarkable race on earth, and I have always
thought and still believe thein to be the great com-
ing ruler of the world. They only want a Chinese
Peter the Great or Napoleon to make them so. They
have every quality required for the good soldier and
the good sailor, and in my idle apecu.latlon upon this
world’s future I have long selected them as the com-
batants on one side at the great battle of Armaged-
don, the people of the United States of America be-
ing their opponents.”

Yet this great nation of 400,000,000 people ia to-
day the bone of contention between two nations that
are not nearly her numerical equals. Russia's pop-
ulation is 129,000,000, while Japan’s is but 45,000,
000. They have gone to war over the division of a
great nation that has been rendered helpless beeause
she lacks a leader.

Some day, perhaps, there will rise up a great
Chinese leader, who will establish an educational sys-
tem, provide army and navy and hurl back the foes
who now seek the disintegration of the Chinese em-
pire. The present deplorable eondition of China
may be attributed primarily to lack of educational
facilities, which has kept the empire in the dark age
period while all the other nations of the world have

advanced.
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There are, according to Leslie’s, about 200,000
doctors in the United States, or about one for every
350 people. It has been approximately estimated
that the average yearly income of these men is
$750, or that the public in the country pays $150,
000,000 annually for medical attendgnce, omitting
entirely the money spent for patent medicines, which
brings millions of dollars to mannfacturers, or the
amonnts spent for doctor’s preseriptions or paid to
quacks and commereial doctors. The preparation
for the practice of medicine that gives a man a good

standing in the profession means an expense of |

literally speaking, $4000 for four years in a reput
able medieal school, $1000 for general expenses dur-
ing two years' hospital service, and perhaps anothes
$1000 for setting up in practice. A year or two in
'E}lrope is also & help.

+

The Portland Tradesman offers the following bit
of excellent advice: ‘“All pull together for the
good of Portland, every town nad city in the state
and Ogegon in general. Be Oregonians, first, and
Portlanders, Astorians, Baker Cityites, boomers aft
erwards. There is hardly a citizen in the state who
ean be consistent and oppose the progress of any in
dustry within any city in the state. Pull together
for the general good of the whole state and all its
people.”’

-———-- e — e —

Salem Statesman: An observing exchange, notic:
ing that the name of the president of Astoria’s Com-
mereial Club is Pye and that of the Portland Com-
mereial Clab is Cake, concludes it quite a coinei-
dence., On the surface it may appear so, but re-
membering that the prineipal business of these and
similar bodies is to raise the dough for local im-
provements, there was certainly a modicum of de-
sign in the selection of their presiding officers.

Sorry They Were So Hasty but
Believe They Are in the
Main Correct.

London, Feb, §,—The editorlal artl-
cle# In the press this moming unlver-
sally Justify Japan in breaking off dip-
lomatie relations with Russla, asserting
that Russia had exhausted Japun's pa-
tience.

The Dally Chronlele, however, while
admitting this, says It thinks it a pity
that Japan did not awalt actual recelpt
of the reply because, In the not possible
event of a close war and the powers
negotiating a settiement, some of them
may be Imclined to guide their decision
by the fuct that Jupan took the inltia-
tive,

For the rest the Japanese feeling s
very strong In the Britlsh presas which
dwells upon the great need of the ut-
most efforts to localize the confllet,

The Dally Telegruph concludes its
editorial article with these worda:

“Upon Great Britain and France

i ) ‘.I

—_——

real responaibllity of averts

the

-

and duty must move them to fulrin, ™
e —
Nurses Roady For Far East.

New York, Feb. 8.—A score of nures
from Hellovue hospital willdn all prob-
ability leave for the far easl as moob
un the fghting begine and It In not
fmprobable that the hoapital  ship
Malne, which under the direction of
Mrs, Cornwallis-Weat, rendeted valu-

will ngain be put Into servies. Savorul
purses who sorved on the Maine are

Ilam and anxious to go to the front.
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To Cure a Cold in One Day.

Jota. All druggista refund the meney
1€ It falls to cure, N, W. Grove's sig-
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St. Louls World's Fair News

FROM HEADQUARTERS

A Great Combination Offer

issue

- Wo will furnish the Twice a- Week

St. Louis Globe-Democrat

WITH TUHH

of the

Tpvicc-a-Week wette ASEOHAN

Both Papers

50 ore veie

gl dispute among makind, |

aid that fs & common task which
D avery Ineltement of friendship, renson

Able service (n the South African war, | B

THE 8T, LOUIS GLORE-DEMOORAT
is issued Bomi-Weekly, eight pages or
more, every Taseday aod Friday, It is
REPUBLICAN in polities and h
equal or rival sa a

If you want all the vewa of the World's
Fair. all the news of the national eam-
paign, und sll the news of the esrth, yeu
mued bave the GLOBE-DEMOORAT and
THEASTORIAN during the coming yesr,

NOW IS THE TIME

Send us H1.50 TO-DAY and get your
Best Home Puper and the Greatest Nows-
paper of the World's Fair City, both for &
tall year. Address

GREAT MODERN NEWSPAPER

The ASTORIAN, Astoria, Or.

T. L. Ball

DENTLS
T 67'1('.'-oumordl

524 Commercinl street, Astoria Ore,

C.W. Barr--Dentist

| Bailding
troat,
TELEPHONE RBED 2061

Astoria, Ore

Dr. Oswald H. Beckman
PHYBICIAN AND SURGEON

Kinney Buildiog. Phone No. 2481,
Ofes hours, WWA. M. t0ld M, 200 d PM

C. J. Trenchard

Insurance, Commisalon and Shipping.
Agent Wells, Furgo and Northern
Pacific lixpress Companies,

TPN, WP M, BundayltwiP M
CUSTOMS HOUSE BROKER,
Dr. VAUGHAN, " ool B
OSTEOPATHY
DINTI‘T. n.‘ mA c. mc[s
Pythian Building, Astoria, @regon. | Mansell Bidg. 678 Commercial 8t

Phone Blaock 106

W. C. Logan

DENTIST
578 Gemmerslal Strect Shanshan Belldag

JAY TUTTLE, M. D.

PHYBICIAN AND SURGHON
Acting Assistant Bum U. 8. Mariae
Hospital

Olmhom 10t 12A. M.,1t0 480 P. M.
17 Commeroial Street, 2nd Foor.

PRAEL & COOK

FRANSFER COMPANY.
J Telephone 8.

up Phone 1301

H. W. CYRUS,

Antotla Ore.

RELIANCE
Electrical Works/|

428 BOND ST,

—_—

We are thoroughly
making estimates and
orders for all kinds of alectrical

Installing and Repairing|

Bupplies In stook,
oalobrated mm u“ct'hﬁ

prepared for

- MB‘.

DRAYING AND EXPRESSING

"Tian't safe to be & duy without Hleas
trie Ol in the house, Never can tell
what moment am acoldent ig going to

ELVETIA
i y)

INUL N 51 N

Economy
Brand

Fvaporated
Oroand

is of unfform quality at all
scanchs. always pure; heavy
i1t cenalitence, of delicious
and d{‘pﬂﬂﬂﬂ‘ ap-
pearance.

Azk for the brand with

flavor ;

A s Hevetia” cap label”

a[l \43'"t‘)l?‘0|tfmtw
f( pia cf Evapora

'4'3"' sreany In the world,
.\ e Pt 87,
AN Q‘L‘ N;‘A'z-lr‘ "‘# .

ASTORIA AND COLUMBIA
RIVER RAILROAD

LEAVE | PORTLAND |ARRIVE

8:00 & tn| Portiand Union De-| 11:10a m
7:00 p m| pot for Astorla and| S0 pm
J l Way Points

T aBToRIA

e

Hilmi For l‘orulud lnd i:%0am
6:10 p m| Way Points 10:0pm

BEASIDE DIVISION %

*8:16 & m| Astoria for Waren-| T:d0am

1% am| ton, Fiavel Fort] ¢®0pm

5:60 p m| Htevens, Hammond|[*10:46 a m
jand Seanside |

6:16 a ;| Beaslde for War-| 12:60pm
*5:80 u m| renton, Flavel,| T:20pm
2:30 pm| Hammond,  Fort| *:¥am
_ | Btevens & Mtodll
'aundn only
All trains make close connections at
Goble with all Northern Pacific tralns
to and from the East and Sound points.
J. C, Mayo,
Oeneral Frelght and Pass. Agent

The Scenic Line

TO THE BAMT AND BOUTH.
Through Salt Laks City, Leadville,
Pusblo, Colerade Springs and
mw.

Offers the Chotce of Three Routes
Through the Famous Rocky Moun-
taln Boenery, and Five Distinct
Routes Bast and Bouth of Denver.

3--FAST TRAINS DAILY--3

Rétween Ogden and Denver, Carrying
All Classes of Modern Equipment,

Purfect Diaing Car Bervice and Per-
‘sonally Conducted Tourist Hx
cursions to All Points East.

STOP OVERS ALLOWED

On All Classes of Tickets
For Information or Mustrated ltera-
ture call on or address
W. €. MeBRIDE, General Agent
1% Third .‘., NM OI'-

_{Where do you get shaved now?

On the face, of course.

What for?
15¢.

Where?

At the Occident Barber Shop
___THE BOSS TONSORAL ARTISTS

ANTAL-MIDY
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