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ASTORIAN PUBLISHING COMPANY.

PRESENT-DAY NEWSPAPERS

The men and women who are engaged in the pro-
fession of writing may properly be divided into sev-
eral classes. There are two prineipal classes—news-
paper writers and *‘ journalists.”” Each has for the
other the most supreme contempt—the newspaper
writers because the journalists occupy what might be
called an illegitimate field, and the journalists be-
cause the newspaper writers do more effective work.
It is not surprising to find, as a consequence, frequent
articles from the pens of journalists deprecating the
work of newspaper writers and newspapers, but the
extreme to which Mr. Horace White, journalist, goes
in the current number of the North American Re-
view would scarcely have been expected, even in the
hopeless ease of a journalist. Basing his opinion on
the proposition of supply and demand, Mr. White re.
lieves himself as follows: :

“If the supply of good editorial writers has fallen
off, it must be beeause the demand has fallen off; and
this, I believe, is the trath, I mean the kind of de-
mand that calls into being an effective and regular
supply. No self-respecting youth will prepare him-
self for future connection with a yellow journal;
and, in general, the number who will prepare for
newspaper work will be governed by the aspect in
which journalism daily presents itself to their eyes.
What are the most prominent features of journalism
today? They are pietares, headlines, color scheme,
job type, sport, gossip. Is it any wonder that the
bright young men, those who feel ‘growing pains® for
high achievement and growing hope for distinetion
therein, are repelled from a profession which pre-
sents itself to them in such harlequin garb? But
that is not all. In order that there may be a steady
supply of good editorial writers, there must be hoth
a congenial field for them to work in and a sufficient,
fand to pay them, But the money formerly destined
fér the editorial writer now goes to the eartoonist,
the artist reporter and the color schemer. Does any
one ask why good editorial writers are so searce nows-
adays? May they not be employed as waiters at ho-
téls and restaurants, finding the oceupation there
more congenial and the pay mor regular!”

‘What hopeless rot!

i The papers of the United States are better edited
today then ever before in the history of the nation,
and will continue to advance along this line with
every decade. They have grown more complete year
in and year out, and their great and lasting good in-
creases steadily. Why should not pictares, headlines,
eolor scheme, job type, sport and gossip be the most
important features of the presentday newspaper?
For the reason that some rattlebrained journalist
might not agree with the general plan of the modern
newspaper? Newspapers, like all other publie ntili-
ties, are adopted to the requirements of the people.
The editors pass upon the charactr of the happenings
of the day and give prominenee to the most i nport-
ant. They print pictures so that theor veadors may
be brought into contact with scenes that would other.
wise be but fanciful dreams. They resort to the use
of color that their pages may be more attrnctive
and that there may be more reading on the part of
the people. They devete much spaes 1o sport and

gossip hecanse the people evinee more intersst in siich
matters than formerly. Their patrons eagerly read

their well-written, concise aecounts of the progress
of the world and with quite as mnsh peg rilarity
pass up the tiresome, journalistie-se hool disor
appearing in the out-of-date magazines,

Tens of thousands of people assemble ty soe every
big baseball or football game that is played i the
United States; tens of thousands gather 1, wateh
the horses. Would any one with a thimhlefy) of
brains undertake to say that sueh oee pree aad
not matters of public moment? Can it truthfully
be said that newspapers are filling a forbidgen field
by printing the pietures of our national celebrities,
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whv?or they be .’ilﬂotm, financial gmnta intelleetual
genitises ob prominent men politieally !

The young man of intelligence has more oppor
tunities as a newspaper writer nowadays than eyer

before were presented to the aspiring youth of the

country. Salaries are better than ever before, 1t

s . \ aud
18 true artists receive, ns a rale, more compensation |

than writers, but this is due solely to the faet that!
they are fewer numerically. Their copy ean not be|
edited. How many editors in the United States ves
ccive more salary than the famouns Homer Daven:
port, the acknowledged peer of all eartoonists? Per
haps 1000,

Naturally one who entertains such widely ervon|

cous views of newspaper work would, were he to fail |

at his chosen profession, turn to hash houses for em.

plovment, and find there surroundings much umn'

congenial than would come of assoeiation with in.
tellectual activity in  modern  newspaper  offices,

That Mr. White continues a journalist indieates only |

that he has chosen between two eallings, perhaps
after having failed as a menial in some obseure ros-
taurant or hotel,
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HIGH COST OF DIAMONDS,
* One of the notable effects of the work in South

Africa of the late Ceeil Rhodes has been the prm'ti-!

cal doubling of the price of diamonds in the past 20
years,

The diamond mines of Kimberly, in South Africa,
were first worked in 1871,
owned and worked by a number of different com-
panies. In 1883 the production of diamonds in the
Kimberly distriet amounted to 2,413,953 carats, yicld
ing £1 2s 8d per carat. It was about this time that
Ceeil Rhodes conceived the idea of consolidating the
various diamond mines in the Kimberly distriet. In
1888 the amalgamation was practically completed,
and since that year the De Beer Consolidated Mines
has controlled the diamond output of the world.

The most striking result of the amalgamation has
been the practical doubling of the price of dinmonds.
The output of diamonds has shown practically no
increase during the last 20 years. The outpnt in
1883 was 2,413,953 earats, while the production in
1903 was only 2,400,000 carats. By restricting the
produetion the De Beers syndicate has sueeeeded in
greatly inereasing the price of diamonds. The av-
erage price per carat received by the company last
year was £2 4s, against €1 25 in 1883,
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Over 700 persons were killed by lightning in the
United States in 1903, and between 700 and 800 are
probably killed each year. East of the 100th mérid-
ian thunderstorms ocenr all over the country, but
west of it, except in the Rocky mountains, the fre
queney of storms diminishes until on the Pacific
coast there are practically none. The greatest num-
ber of storms appears in Florida, in the middle Mis.
issippi valley and the middle Missouri valley, The
greatest number of deaths in any single state (1806-
1900) was 186 in Pennsylvania. Olio came next
with 135, Indiana, Illinois and New York having
124 each.
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The wine merchants of Zurich have decided to
form a musétm and library ““du vin'’ in which every
phase of wine gulture will be represented.  One

speeial feature will be books and prints, and another|

will congist of the utensils, ancient and modern, used
in the manofackure of wine. Indeed, the museum
is to be at onee historical, artistic and scientific.
—
In 1811 the sale of horse meat for consumption
was forbidden in Paris by a special ordinance. Dur-
ing the seige by the German army, a taste for such
meat was developed. In 1900 the number of horses
eaten by Parisians was 20000; In 1901 it was 25,000,
and the following year nearly 30,000,
o s o o W s i s
The demoerats of Baker City are, aceording to the
Herald, determined to bring about the nomination
of Mr. Cleveland for the presidency. Seems to us
the people of Baker City would first settle the Let-
son Balliet matter before tackling the presidential
nomination,

&

Berlin uses for the maost part filtered river water.
To bring’ water from the Hartz mountaing would
cost, for the aqueduct, 20,000,000,

4

Every fire station in Berlin has now been equipped -

with an oxygen apparatus to revive persons overcome
by smoke or heat.
e
Women may hereafter be employed as  station
agents on Russian railways, by order of the minis
ter of railways.

IS S —
In the city of Washington there are 13,000 Browns,
gnd 15,000 Smiths, 14,000 Johnsons, and 1,000

Joneses,
TR

The Russian government has now deeided to equip
the Trans-Siberian railway with a double track.
1 —_————

We trust there will be no bad after effects from the
livestoek conventions in Portland .-

The mines were at Iirﬂtf
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and Fast

The Cigar

Makes Friends Fast

Friends

€mo

You never tire of—5e¢.

LARGEST SELLER IN THE WORLD. f
The Band is the Smoker's Protection.

Prices

I have but few

sell lower than the lowest.
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Talk

expenses and can
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See These Prices

$10.00 ¢
®15.50 Suits
| $12.50 L

|

$ 7.50 -

,i s 2. Oo T T

the last notch. @&

I Charles

Dr. T. L. Ball

624 Commercial street, Astoria Ore.

C J Trenchard

Insurance, Commlission and Shipping
Agent Wells, Fargo and Pacifie
Express Companles. Customns
House Brolker.

Dr. Oswald H. Beckman
PHYBICIAN AND BURGEON
Kinnay Buildiog. Phone No. 2431,

Offica houra. 10 A. M. to 12 M, oA rN
TEM,oBP. M, Hunday | iPfM

It, wasa almost a wmiracle, Burdock
Blood Bitters cured me of a terrible
breaking out all over the body, 1|
anm very grateful."Mlss JullaFilbridge
Weat Cornwell, Conn,

$15.00 Overcoats now only

$10.00 Young Men’'s Suits

$10.90
$ 6.90
$10.90
% 8.90
$ 7.25
$ 550

L L "

a“" "

$ 5.00 Boy's Suits for $3to $ 3.75

» $ 145

Shoes, Hats, Underwear and all
Furnishing Goods marked down to

o £ O

[Larson

CORNER FIFTEENTH AND COMMERCIAL STREETS

OSTEOPATHY
"DR. RHODA C. HICKS

Mansell Bldg,
Fhone Black 2085

878 Commarcial St
Astgria Ore

C. W. Barr--Dentist

Mapsell Building
678 Commorcial Street, Antorin, Ore
TELEPHONE RED 2001

JAY TUTTLE, M. D,

PHYSBICIAN AND BURGRON

Acting Asalatant Burgeon U, 8, Maring
Hospital Service.

Offies hours: 1040 12A. M., 1to 430 P. M,
477 Commercial Htreet, 20d Foor,

W. C. Logan

DENTIST
578 Commerclal Sireet Shanahan Bulld

e e —

RELIANCE

y Electrical Works

428 BOND 8T,

—_——

We are thoroughly prepared for
makin, estimates and executing
orders for all kinds of eleotrical

Installing and Repairing

Supplies In stock, We sell the
oelebrated SHELBY LAMP. Call
up Phone 1100

H. w. CYRU!. - Mﬂl"

John Pubirman, G. W, Morton.

Central Meat Market

642 COMMERCIAL 8T,

Your orders for
meals, both

FRESH AND SALT
(
AL

Telepnone No, 4z,

The Scenic Line

TO THE EAST AND BOUTH.

Through Balt Lake Clty, Leadville,
Pusblo, Colorado Bprings and
Denver,

—

f‘mtu

OENVERBRIDGRANTE
10 GRANGE WESTERN

Ofers the Cholce of Thres Routes
Through the Famous Rocky Moun-
taln  Beenary, and Tive Distinct
Routes East and Bouth of Denver,

—

| 3--FAST TRAINS DAILY--3

fntween Ogden and Denver, Carrying
All Clamses of Modern Equipment,
Purfect Dialng Car Bervice and Pers
sonally Conducted Tourlst Rix-
curdlons to All Points Kast,

STOP OVERS ALLOWED

On All Classes of Tiokets.

For Information or illustrated ltera-
ture call on or address
W. Q. MoBRIDE, -

134 Third Bt,,

General Agent
Portland, Or.
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