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soon,

Better buy your

STOVES
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HE weather will be getting colder
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Big Reduction Until February 1, 1900

All 25¢ Books now 20¢
All 38¢ Books now 25¢
All 50¢ Books now 40¢ '
All 78¢ Books now 50¢

Al $1.00 Books now 80¢

Au othiers i proportion.  Bpecisl prices on sels. In onr 10e

books nre

Included the colebirnted Henty Looks, Kipling, snd many other popular

anthors,

GRIFFIN & REED

B O o O S e U

COURTRAI
IRISH FLAX
GILL NET TWINE

Does Not Belong to the Trust

Foard & Stokes Go., Agents

(hrn
AND Now

NEW GOODS JUNST ARRIVED FROM THE

READY

Combination Book Cases
Writing Desks, China Closets
Music Cabinets

Library Cases " "' iNSaaxy

These goods were bought before the rise in prices and

will be sold accordingly,

KAST
Folt ovr 1900 CUSTOMERS ARE

Commlsslon. Brokerage,
Insurance and Shipping.

SOME EXTRA FINE

RIPE T'ISSION OLIVES
JVIS TOPENED

“HBINTZ" FAMOUS PICKLBS,
RELISHES, AND CATSUPS

GORDON DILWORTH'S
JELLIES AND PRESERVES

FINE TEAS AND COFFEES

CHASE & SANBORN'S

C. J. TRENCHARD,

Custom House Broker.

* + ASTORIA, OREGON

Agent W, F, &Co, and Pacific Kxpress Co's,

|

SOUTH AFRICA
IS A MYSTERY

Dispatch From Roberts Yesterday
ReportsSituation ‘Unchanged”

RECONNOISSANCE BY FRENCH

Mcthuen's Infantry Gain o Slight
Victory Over the Boers in
Vicinity of Coleaso,

LONDON, Jan, 25, 480 n. m~The
only nows l4sped by the war offiee
during the night s a4 dispatch from
Lord Roborin, dated yesterday (Bat-
urday), stating that the situation is
unchanged, and that Gepersl French
reports a meeonnolssance of Lthe ene-
my's position on Thursday, when he
founid the Nocrs slrongly posted &t
Metfonceln,

Mupw do not show any such place
In the wglan of General French's oper-
wtlons and it s probalie that Heltfon-
teln, ten miles north of Colesburg, s
the place alluded to,

A apecial  dispateh  froin
dited Wirlnesday, Janvary 2, rays
that Comunandant Lucas Melers' com-
wan surprised and surrounded
by a4 strong body of General Methuen's

Killing and wounding 2% and

Gitiis,

i il

infantry,

Capturing 15

WARHREN REPORTED

BERLIN, Jan., 27.<It s eaid  that
the German forelgn office lLas con-
flimation of the report that General
Warrn's diviston has been crushed,

CRUSHED.

BLERLIN STORY DENIED,

Abandonmoent of Splonkop Stlll He-
muing n Deep Mystery,

LONDMON, Jan, 27T~The war offlee
I no newns of the eatastrophe to Buls
lor's forve reportéd from Herling, and
discredils the story. Nelthér hias the
war oflice any explanation, nt least for
pulitication, of the abandonment
o Spionkop, and there ave no advices
in thix connection from RBreitish soutrces,
The evacuation s today regarded ns
not g0 serfoun s at first thought, and
commenturies are abusing the military
wuthorities bhoth at the front and at
for publishing hasty accounts

incomplete,  half-understood
vperation, thus alternately theilling
and Jeprossing the natlon,

Thy afternoon papers describe  the
gencral's dispateh as unpleasant read-
mortifying to national pride and dni-
AgRingE Lo the eountry's prestige, and
scathingly denouncing the gazetling
al the present time of reports which,
the 8t Jameés Gasette sayn, “"Display
nendenile  feivolity  not  unconmaonly
lound in combination with concelt and
prociieal Incapacity.”

The Guzetle sums up its position as
follows,

“Phese dispatches show the foliy
which hus prevalled throughout the
period of the campalgn, and which bas
expeted ttn usual tithe of lves  and
medn.

“There are slgns of Important move-
menis developing in the north of o
Colony,

“Genernl French hus succveded In
getiing 'n touch with Cenernl CGnta-
ore;  possibly presaging a  combina-
tlon of the two columns and come-
mencement of a congentration of forces
whizh s belleved to be the  groumd
work of Lord Roberts' plan of cam-
paign,

“The var office announces that the
casualiles reported by Buller yester-
day occurred In the battallons of Gene
ernl Lyttleton's brigade, which, so fai
s known at the war office, was not
engaged In the capture or defense of
Splonkop. It appears, therefore, that
they nre additional to the eonslderable
casunlties which Buller hos reported
s having occurred at Splonkop.”

BRITISH AGAIN TRAPPED.

BERLIN, Jan, 27.—8ome of the pa-
pers here clalm (o have a telegram
from Pretoria saying that Gen. War-
ren was enticed Into Splonkop, where
the Eoers fell upon him; that 17 of
his cannon were captured and  that
Buller's hasty retreat over the Tugels
tiver alone can save him,

The alleged Protoria telegram adds
thut the British losses werg 800 mn
killed and 1,600 wounded, 'The dispatch
oonwes through Brussels, and does not
recelve much eredence in this city.

Novprie

1| nn

BULLEI'S FAILURE RELIEVED,

NIW YORK, Jan, 2.—Disputches
from London say that the military ex-
perts, newspapers and people In the
srecis take a gloomy view of the sit-
uvation on tha Tugela, It being the
general belief that Buller's lanking
movement has talled as complotely as
his frontal movement of inst month.
The ldea prevalls that the war ofMce
has had news which It is keeplng from

the publis, and that the list of cesunl-

fate and marching on (o Blocmfontain

GOV.GEER HITS A HAPPY VEIN

Entertains Assemblage With As In-
teresting Address—Distinguished
Guests Attead Keception.

Au informal reception was given last
night by the local
Dnpghters Lo

Native Bons  and
fellow membi=s from

outside cabing and to the plonesrs. It
tiun A mont enjoyable affalr,

sesvernl distinguished guestp were
| present ineluding Governor  Geer,

Grand President Hlumauver, Mrs, Rob-
"ert A, Miller, grand president of the

Nalve Daughters, Calone] lobert A,
| Miller, editor of the Native Son Mag-
wzhipe, and others.

The evening wus taken up with ad-
regars by pearly sll the noiables pres
eat. beginning with & formal address
of welconw by Judge Taylor, the pre-
siiding ofeer. This was followed by a
clever recitiktion by Terry McKean,
nfter which Bol, Blumauer, president
ol the  siate organization, reviewes
the work of the order from its Inpep-
tlon Lo date.

Mrs. Robert A, Miller, grand presi-
dent ol the Native Daughters of Ore-
gon followsd with & few brief remarks
| on the work accomplished by the or-
der. "1 believe we cap work more ef-
fectively and intelligently when we
bave acquired u knowledge of the ear-
Iy settlement and development of our
stale” sald Mrs, Miller., "Bo I wrg:
the study of our own histury. HRecep-
tions, entertalnments, kctures and
study may he systematically carried
- i on by each cabin; and all these made

LOURENCO MARQUEZ, Jan. 2T— to harmonize with the objects and
It in reported on good Trunavaal Mu-§ ..o 0 o0 our order. At present  this
thority that Mafeking was rellsved onl can only be an Inittatory step ln a
January 23, ! Il“”m which I sincerely hope will grow,

tioorish and expand, until svery Na-

NG REPORT FROM SPIONKOP. | ol paosshter l:.umrnushl)' -:-.:fn'i.-n-

N nnt with the history of her state apnd

LONDON, Jan. ¥i—lt ls Impossile | o). shay she hath dope what ehe
Lo tonfirns or deny the reports, as lhi-l T -

officlals maintain sllence ag to the ru-| Reforeing to the ploneers
mors,  They say they have nothing | .. . ... .

for publication It I8 evilent, how- \side from the fndomitable courage:
Oice announce- | . .\ nutlon of fndividualism that so
ments, that the casualtivs reported by | miarked the ploneers of these Pacitic
.“,.I,...,- vecurred in Lyttleton's hrtlﬂ;do voast states, nothing will Hive %o lons
:'" h apparently was “'ft eneaged &1 4 the memory of the survivors of
Splonkop, and thut there has  been ! | those earlier days as the splendid hos-
n.'\l'l." fAghting not )-*-‘t repaorted, I‘““I" and whole-souled companion-
Sir Mich :"l F{"'k"}l"“"]" :\h‘ll"‘:“l:':r ship, that =0 marked that era, known
VUrpasehy 1o Attend the defense come| °7 B¢ ploneer perlad. To keep alive
¢ thi= claracteristic of our ancestors is

mittes maeing, and Joseph Chamber- |
‘ ¢ 1 on¢ of the cardinal tenets of our or-
lnin, seeretary of state for the colo-| . o .,

nles. gave up other engagements for
the  sarmie  reason Lord Wolseley,
commander-in-chlel of the (orces, was
g present at the meeting of the |
COMAILLae

nnmn
tien Which wig given out vosterday MIN N F r
doen not cover the lowses of Goneral .
wiokens af by General DBuller,

Hinee the fanking movement begun
ol 80 kilied and U8 wounded and @ =
minding. It In remombersd how hi

Native Soms, Daughters and

tor the defeat last month, snd 1% s
fenred Lhe loswes of the past few days
viped for the form of his message, which
reads as though he was Lrylng 1o sad-
e,

The pew British reverss s likely to
beloagurad gartison of Ladysmith, but
for whom the campalgn would have
plan.  Letters written when the selge
of Ladysmith begun were very san-
Me of Decomber sald the besclged had
rations for six weeld, and acording to
presaing. The latest message from La-
dysmith reported 183 deaths In one day

Lord Roberts at Cape Town hus been
wlmist forgotten o the excllement
erls I8 In no wuy reiponsiole for e
operutions for the relief of Ladysmith,
wilvigen from the war ofee ln Toandan,
It was sald gome time ago Lthat Hob-

Warpen from  "ihe annoying fre”
AUBURN AND GRAY
January 10, Genernl Buller has report-
catualty list graw from day to day af-
Ploneers Have a Good Time.
Lave been folghtiu),  Bulley e eritd-
e the bne for defeat upon War-
have n disbeurtening «ffect upon the
been conducted on a very different
gulne. A letter written about the mid-
all reporta, the food question must be
fromy enteric fever and dysentery.
over the fOghting st the Tugela. Rob-
for they have been conducted under |
eris favored leaving Ladssulth to its

the capital of the Free Slate. Tt s
undersitood that Hoberts' advices Indl-

ate there will be Oghting in the west.
ern districe soon, the British armles
having besn reinforced and the plight
of Kimbersley belng urgent

NEWSE CONCEALED
—

FONIMN, Jan. 3.—=The defense com- l
mittey of the war offive wet Lhis af-
ternoon,  Lond  Sallvbury  presiding.
There e redterated rumors thut the
gravest kind of news from Natal Is
being conocaled by the war office. It
In oven sald that Buollér's forces are In
full” retrent,

MAFEKING RELIEVED.

»rs. Mil-

ever, from the way

A rig-time selevtion was then ren-
ereil by Keeves BEmerson who, by the
way, = a grandson of the famous es-
sayest  The Hittle fellow has a good
volee and was well recelved,

GOV, GEER GROWS FUNNY.

Governor Geor was  then “Intro-

LOYAL INDIAN BUBJECTS, |

Large Meoting in Caleutta Expresses | duced” to the assemblage and after a
Sympathy and Contributes for few “well-chosen remarks” about tha

south Afriean War, beautiful Indles and handsome men

=g | présent, merged Inte a  reminisecent |
CALCUTTA, Jan, IT—A mMODSWT | voe He  stated, however, that he|

|u.. eting of Hindoos and Mohammedans
toulny passed o resolution expressing

"wasn’t mueh fdattered over the sub-
fect allottel to him—Our Ploneers.”
nhswerving loyalty and attachment to “Wihat do T know about the plo-
the Britith throne. The mecting ulﬁnm, “ he asked, affecting indigna-
wubseribed 63,000 rupees toward the | 'hm Tm one of the young ones—al
Mansion House fund for the relief of oy(ive son. This Is & 1bel on my age.”
thes fandlios of vietims In tbe South O everybady had a  good

Afrivan wal lnugli with the governor, and then he

COUrse,

L | __— | continued
AL “The first thing 1 reimember of my
SALT LAKEJan, 27— Governor | varbier days, 1 recollect; the first
Wells has published a  proclamation | thing that 1 recollect Wis some green
calling an election to be held Monday, | apples,'” and then he told o little story
Apill ¥, for the purpose of electing a | about the apples  whith was  quite |
representative In congress to fill the | amusing.
¢ncancy cansed bythe excluslon eof | It required no feat of recollection, |
Brigham H. Roberts, | he said, to rewember the perlod when
sperm candles were a luxury. |
THRRIFIC BOER FIRE. | “1 recnll clearly the Incident that
i when | was 18 yoars of age I read the |
Moddersprult, Upper | new testament through by the light |
1 of @ burning ping knot—"

HROBRERTS PLACE.

BOERR CAMP,
Tugeln, Jan. 2,—The British are now
sndesvoring to foree, with 40,000 troops, “Teust,” Interrupted Colonel Miller,
the Spionkop route to Ladysmith. The | Who vas gitting at the left of the speak-
firing on General Hotha's position yes- | or und who shook his head dublously |
tevdny was terriie. The grass was | A% the governot looked at him inquir-'
fired, voeks dislodged  and  trenches | Ingly. l
plopesd, but (he battle was practically | “Well," continued the governor, “I|
otwe-gliled, the fedarals only firlng 30 guess that the <olonel doesn't doubt
shots. A ball from o shell landed Ini that I read by the Hght of a pine
Getiern]l Botha's  pocket,  The only | knot, at all, but ‘wns thinking about
Voer  cosuililes  were horges  the testament,”
woutided, | Mr. Geer then proceeded to pay a

The fring coused af durk, but was| high (ribute o the ploheers who
restimed this moming In the vicinlty | traved the hardships of a remote and |
ol Loadysmith and hero, but up to noon | unpopulated country, recounting many

s

it ek vlzor tof the great trials neceszarily endured
— | by the #arly settiers, thelr struggle
SHILLIEY ORDERED OUT, with the Indians, and the subscequent

e — ceasless toll to convert the wooded |
CHICAGO, Jan, 27—By an  alinost | fastnesses Into smiling fields and bhusy
unonlmous vote of the Oid Tipch:mlooi niarkot piaces. But the goveérnor was
Chicage, Senantor Mason was | In oo good spirits last night to dwell
today requested to st oncs resign hl.-‘; long upen the more doleful phases of
gent In the United States gepale and| Oregon history and at this juncture
the secretary of the club was instruot- | he broke oot:
ed to strike his name from the roll of | “And do you know, my greatest|
the honorary members of the organi- | sympathles have always been for the

Ciwo of

gution, ploneer mothers, for they not only

bl Lo endure the same hardships the
fathers  did, hot had to endure the
fallurn toa,

Bilan 6. Smith followed with & half
bor of rominescences, succoedsd by

| vocal selection by Miss Rebn Hob-

w0t vhich woas
1 ured,
Culonel Miller Wwas the last on the
ptogram to Fpealk.  After poking fun
nl woge of the governar's Jokes be be-
ke hed Astorin Hons and Davughters
to spure nG efforts 1o preserve the old
relicw and historieal treasures of Clat-
kop county. He felt that there were
tiner when the
should glve place to thoughts for he
future, for seme ime the reiiem  we
vRlue so Hghtly will sorely be needed.
He bellevsd the plek of humanity
cand wedt and that the day would
be not long in coming when the great
Puclfic west wuuld be an emples based

exe=llent and heartily

upen the greatest civilfzation of the
gy

Duncing and luncheon closed the
hanpy

program of the evening,

THE GRIDIRON CLUB,

The 'sunl Coarse and ldiotls Annl-
versary Perfurmance Given
Last Night.

WASHINGTON, Jan. %.-The ff-

tewnih annual dinper of the Gridiron | versy
[

Clul was glven at the Arlington Ho-
tel tonlght and, ke 8 predeccssars,
was the movt successful event of the
seasOn,

The club s componed a,f forty Wash-
ington correspondents who ench give
a number of dinners and make the last
Baturday In January @ notable occa-
sion. my It s the anniversiny of the
oryanization,

The witlation of two members was
made the text for the burlesque on
imperialism,. The clob “expandsd" for
the new members, ralsed the president
to the rank of emperor and “crowned"
Plur. Reperts from the colonlal gov-
erno's and vasxal states and the con-
ferving of titles were rudely interrupt-
el by "Uncle Sam,” who seized the
crown and drove the “decorated offi-
ctals” from the room, ,

A minstre] show with really new
Joken mmused the guests, and severnl
sungs wrnitten for the occaslon were
given, a verse being allotted to Mr.
Fryan, with an allusion to “16 to L"

Bryan wis o goest.

RIVER AND HARBOR FUNDS,

shipg Wil Continue to Get Up
Purtland for at Least Another
Year,

WASHINGTON, Jan, 37.—Chalrman
Burton, of the rivers and harbors com-
mitive has recelved from General Wil-
eon, chief of engineers, 1. 8. A, &

sinterent of the funds avallable on |

the first of the year for river and bar-
bor works throughout the country.
Aming the lems mentioned are the
following.

Oregon—FPoart Orford, (Orchard) har-
bor $140,850; entrance to Coos bay snd
harbor $187,613; Columbia river and
Lower Willnmette rivers, below Port-
land, $140,924; Columbin river below
Tongue Point $111.550,

WASHINGTON—Grays Harbor and
bar entrance $347.04); waterway oon-
necting Puget sound with Lakes Un-
ton and Washington, F170,000,

TO REMAIN AT SAN DIEGO.

SAN DIEGO, Cal, Jan, 27.—Admiral
lx!-llll! has recelved orders from
Washington, directing that the crulser

Phillndélphia remaln here until further |

Instructlong from the navy depart-
ment. The vesel was expected to leave
for Mare Island today,

“houghts of the pant |

SUMMING UP
THE SITUAT

Sentiment and Theory Too L i
ly Evident in South Afr

———

MILITARY EXPERT'S ¥

—_—

England Unacquainted With ¢
of Modern Weapons asd

Profit by Santiago Cnﬂb

-

Copyrighted, 1900, Associated
LONDON, Jan, 27—~The week,
apened full of high hopes, i8
eloariily. The result of
ren’s Splonkop notion has ‘l‘
4 more depressing effect than L
an out und out reverse, 80 Kkeen I8 he
revulston of  fedling after ‘“
Heedl Jubliation. Death too,
hesy in high piaces at h
that one week lﬂﬂ-
ranses as John Ruskin, the
Teclk, and 1hchnred D, Blackm
the ubituary Hst. The papers |
witis ‘exprossions of sorrow, :
and janogyrics of the Breat
of art, who, it s said, (hought
herited u fortune, disd & ¢ !
Iy poor man, living on one poupd
& dny, which he charmoterigtienlly
marked was enough for any n
dwindling fortune wis ]
due 1o Ruskin's indiseriminite

o=ity.
@@ _
An eminent Hritieh general,
ing the situntion o a reprosentsl
the Associated Press, thus
up:

is seldom

"First of all, we undamtm
enemy, Secondly, we knew not
of (he power of modern Weapous
opposed to each other in the
of (olerably equal forees. Thi

Jeserted stritegy o satisfy sen
By that, T mean, Ladysmith
herley appealed to ug and we ans
as quickiy and unthingingly |

an electrle recelver W the

ter. 1

Tuhuﬂy. we have learned

“We have karned muany

range guns and rifles minin
"mendously (he advantage whi

merly necrusd to the aggressor,
I tiorvughly ovelieve, and [
speaking without experlence,
apy Continental natlon unde
vith the same

| smme task
would by
out. e X
“There are a lot ur things
might have been learnsd had
watched your land tighting at
go, But we did not. A8 &
did not have nippers to cut 3
we knew nothing about Mau
the apprecintion of our shorte
only makes us the more @
It may be six months and it may
vear; et we shall achleve our abj
® @
| From the field of party a
D omllitary eriticism it s a velief H’-,I
to an extract from a letter of
ficer at the front who writeay ToRl
“An orderly was bringing some Wi
ter to n wounded man lying on
|
| (Continued on page &)

bt °
n
m
i
e
TR
il

10

Astorians:

FOR

BOYS. }8@-\ .

There is not a sty le n

that is not shown here in miniatire for Boys,

This great store—large, airy and elegant—aboun
with many Novelties in Boys'and Young Men's Cle

any article of Man's wea

Underwear  Neckwear
Reefers Hosiery Gloves
Overcoats Shirts Leggins

Hats and Caps

S\mlm nq

SPLENDID TOYS GIVEN WITH
SUITS, OYERCOATS OR REEFE

LARGEST
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A- B. STEINBACH & CQ

IN THE NORTHWEST
Maill Orders Solicited.
Corner Fourth and Morrison Sts.,, PORTLAND, O
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