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In view of the fact that the Siski- -

you company cannot guarantee th
contract rate per unit for the ten
year term proposed by it, but must
leave the rale at last to arbitration
of the State Corporation Commu-
nion, It would be fair to eliminate th?
minimum clause from the contract
and allow the city to pay only for
current consumed, if, indeed, the con-

tract should be renewed at all. It
appears that the present contract
should stand, by common consent, un-

til further Investigation of the pro-

posed municipal improvement de-

termines whether tlio city should buy
its current or lucrease the capaYity
of its plant. When we consider that,
at all events, the city water supply
will soon have to be Increased, the
matter becomes doubly Important.

It would be a fine memorial to the
inl.tln.. I,n,. It k o I. I n .1 lit.

utead of paying the Siskiyou company
ten thousand dollars a year for ad- -

dltional electric energy, would take
that amount out of the electric fund
annually and apply it to Interest and
inking fund on enough bunds to

thrlbble the'eapacity of our electric
plant and to conserve amply water
for our future needs. The boys will
need to be provided with work when
they come home. That enterprise,

would supply It besides allowing the
money paid for labor to lie kept at
home, Resides the splendid memorial
provided by the Victory Week enter-
prise, be It granite Fhaft, band stand,
mineral bath house, or some other, if
we understand the situation, this ad-

ditional memorial could ' I e raised
without costing the cltysone penny
aside from that iilrcady being paid to
the Siskiyou company. That looks
practical. It looks wise. It would
be an unapprcclative community that
would not provide employment for
Its returning soldier boys, If it can be
done without additional expense.

TO THE JACKSON COl'XTV

liKGISliATlYK DELEGATION'

There once were four cats in y;

Each thought thero were three eats
too mlnny:

They fought and they fit;
They scratched and they bit,

Until, instead of four cats, there
werent inny.

Gentlemen, you ure now embark
Ing on a purely representative mis-

sion. ..The average Jackson county
lector docs not care a continental

about your personal political ambi-

tions beyond your ability and dispo-

sition to serve well at this time and
place. Whatever your personal hope,
the people who elected you may not
put as high estimate on your Con-

gressional, Senatorial or Presiden-

tial alms as some of us might wish.
Especially they will likely not brook
shattering of possible local benefits,

thru adverse legislative action, grow-

ing out of personal spite engendered
by your individual political ambi-

tions.
Jackson county has expended hulf

a million dollars more on paved high-

ways than other count! of the state.
By right and reason and by virtue of
the highway measure passed two
years ago she Is entitled to be reim-

bursed out of state highway funds
for a large part of the money spent
by her on the Pacific highway thru
the county. The proposition will
likely meet with strong opposition

from those delegates representing
counties that made no such advance
improvement and who hope for the
greatest future benefit from expend-

iture of funds provided in the high-

way bill. To overcome that, united

ffort, free from Jeolousy or baekbit- -

.Editor
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ing. must be put forth by Jackson
county's entire legislative delegation.

Nobody hero doubts your ability to

cope successfully with the problem If

j on stand as a unit on all measures
looking to the advantage of this
county. Three of you were members
of the last legislature and, had all of
you noted without personal jealousy,
would have proven absolutely the
strongest delegation of the body, not
excepting Multnomah; tho four times
as great numerically it was of in
ferior combined ability. However,
you were so much afraid that one
member might put a proposition thru
and art nil the credit for it that re
sults were greatly hampered.

This time you must bring home
the bacon to satisfy your constitu-
ents. They don't care which of you
fathers the bill. Future pe.-son-

ambitions don't count.

i CORTLAND VS. ASHLAND PRICKS
On looking over the Oregonian tin

other day our eyes fell on an adver
tisement of a large Portland firm
giving special prices on furniture.
We compared these special price
with the price of furniture of same,
quality offered here by our dealers
and was surprised to find that Port
land's special prices were higher, for
the same article, than the regular re-

tail prices of our local merchants.
There is perfectly good reason why

that should be so. Overhead cost at
Portland, such as rent, cleNhlre, and
the like is much higher than Ashland
That overhead must needs be ab
sorbed by the purchaser. Ashland
merchants can sell at the same basic
profits asked by city firms and still
sell to the consumer at from five to
ten per cent less than Portland firms,
That is precisely what they are do
ing every day.

It is easy enough to imagine, with
out due investigation, that commodl
ties can be bought cheaper in a large
commercial center than at home, but
comparison of prices proves It is not
so. In most cases citizens who send
away for merchandise come out lose;'
in the transaction at least the amount
of the freight, in many cases more.

We have said before that Ashland
ers may trade In Portland, Portland
ers in Chicago, Chicagoians In New
York, New Yorkers at Paris, but the
wise Parisian comes 'to Ashland to
get the best there is to be had for
the money.

It Is an American characteristic
to trade away from home. It is an
exceedingly harmful one. If there
Is any place on earth that needs to
keep its money floating in local trade
channels It is the American city. We
are only In the first stage of develop
nient. It takes a deal of cash to
properly pcrsue needed Improve
ments. Profits made In Portland, err

Chicago, will never pay the bill. If
you want to 'live In a good town
spend your money at home. You have
no idea how your little might, coupled
with the mite of your neighbors, will
stimulate business and bring local
prosperity. And besides, often in the

transaction you
come out loser in actual cash.

Ashland may have vacant store
rooms from time to time that might
bo profitably occupied if everybody
trades at home.

Secretary Lane, commenting on the
tremendous present debt of the na
tlou and tho immediate need for
much more in reconstruction work,
says: "To stand paralyzed In the
presence of a debt is to become Its
victim." Some food for thought In

that suggestion.

Splitting hairs over tweedle de and
tweedle dum has sever proven prof
itable.

why wk cm: ms axc.eles
Header asks why v.o refer so fre

quently to Los Angeles In writing on
Ashland's resort possibilities. She
says Ashland Is not In Los Angeles'

class. We admit it, but Los Angeles
has already done what Ashland rony,
in a measure, do. Time within the
recollection of man now living Los
Angeles was a smaller city than Ash-

land now is. In fact, Mrs. Hargrove,
or Grandma Dunn might have been
there to witness the raising pf the
first house built by a white man on

the townsite of Los Angeles. Had
she been present she might havo ob
served a crude building, likely of
doby, set up fourteen miles from the
ocean beach, five hundred and fifty
milps from the nearest great ceutr.
of population and two thousand miles
from the next nearest, for Portland
and Seattle were then but village'.
Chicago, .Minneapolis, and St. Ixmls
were the nearest, save San Francisco.

That first simple hut was raised on a

bank of what Is called the Los An-

geles river, an aurora without water

or foliage, In a 'desert country, sur
rounded only by sand dunes, cactus

and gTeasewood, with no summer

rains or means of irrigation. That

first citizen was surely of hardy

blood for he reared his home In an

environment of desert waste, Isolat-

ed, where he had but coyotes and rat-

tlesnakes for his neighbors. Results

indicate that those who followed him
were of equal courage, faith, Judg-

ment and persistence.
This all occurred after Long

Island, Sarntoga, Coney Island, the

resorts of New England, Virginia

and the Carolines had been es-

tablished and favorably and

Florida had world fame s a .Mecca

for tourists. Yet. in one generation

I.os Angeles has out stripped them

all has overcome their great com-

petition and draws tourists past

them from beyond the seas. It Is in-

spiring to study what Los Angeles

has done and how she did It, when
contemplating what nature com-

mands Ashland to do. With but lit-

tle better winter and not so fine sum-

mer climate and with about
the natural attraction'?

vouchsafed to Ashland in her envi-

ronment, she hgs won. She grew

great by doing things in a big way.

(treat tilings are nut accomplished

save by great faith and much effort

made effective by (olid cooperation.

Indeed, that doipv; of faith which

reaches the puise strings and feels

full well that expenditure in Intelli-

gently directed advertising is not do-

nation, or waste, but exceedingly

profitable Investment, and sticks

thru thick and thin, until The

goal is attained. The most profit-

able Investment Los Angeles ever

made was In publicity. As tho city
grew her attractions increased. Had

she waited first for greater attrac-

tions she no doubt would have been
waiting still. She advertised what

she had and constructed the rest
with the money suppllod by the visi-

tation of tourists. All she had to

start was climate, on that she ex-

patiated widely long enough to at-

tract tourists in sufficient numbers
to build more. Ilcr first great task
was to convince those with,-mone- y

and leisure that her climate was bet-

ter than would be found In Florida,

the Catskill, the Adirondacks, the
Blue Mountains, or the Atlantic coast
resorts. At tho time she was un-

known but she spread the fame of
her climate broadcast and her peo-

ple worked conjointly and mightily
until the world had her story. It
cost a deal of expense in publicity,
but she voted more taxes and spent

the money boosting her climate.
What Los Angeles has accomplish-

ed Ashland may, in a measure, do

do It easier and with less expense
because she has vastly more to ad-

vertise to start.
It is our common mind habit to

view Los Angeles as we see her now,
as tho she had always been that,
without going Into her history to find
she started In a much smaller way

than Ashland is now starting, with
higher taxes, greater isolation and
vastly less natural resources of re-

sort character, and has gained such
success as follows intelligent and
persistent effort along right linos;
the line along which c6ncentrated ef-

fort could best overcome obstacles
over which she must climb on her
way to success, with courage that
spurned the spiked flail of high tax-

es, competition, isolation, sand storms
and drouth.

How inspiring to scan her history,
measure her beginnings and note
what handicaps she has overcome.
How splendidly she has acquitted in
the doing. She deserves, because she
earned, all the success &lth which
she is now adorned.

Besides 'making Los Angeles tho
largest city on the coast her efforts
have raised California to first rank
as a tourist state and ABhland Is but
fourteen miles from the California
line.

A town that Just grows like Tops;-alway- s

looks like Topsy.

Live long as Methuselah you will
never have things just to suit.

fl KK EVOLUTION IN
TRANSPORTATION

Notwithstanding tho handicap of
transportation, of va.st wildernesses
and unbeaten paths, the hardy plo-ne-or

left the civilization of the east
Ohio, Indiana and Illinois and

with ox teams and prairie schooners
braved the dangers of cavages and
the desert, passing unnoticed the fer-

tile valleys of the middle west, be-

cause they heard beyond the moun-

tains, far toward tho setting sun, lay
the magical lands of the Wlllaro-mett- o,

the Umpqua and the Rogue,
all untouched by the wand of civil!
zation and development, where there
was plenty of room and hardy oppor-
tunity. Some of these are yet among
us. Their sous and their daughters
are our neighbors still.

In the years since then modes of
quick transportation have developed
so that now their Immediate descen- -
dents can traverse tho same paths
on their return visit to the old home
over fine highways in vehicles of
power and speed enough to cover the
entlro trip in two weeks that took
their fathers three to six monthB to
negotiate. What wonderful comfort
In the compact conveniences of pres-

ent camp life compared to the hard-
ships endured by those hardy pio-

neers.
Those were tho handicaps of the

olden days in which men traveled
great distances. Yet they came in
large numbers, Indeed, enough of
them to people these golden valleys
of the west and lay tho foundation ;

for the comforts wo now enjoy.
Modes of transportation have

changed to the point of eliminating
distances, but human nature Is the
same. To those in the mlddlo west,
beyond tho mountains, still lie Ely-sla- n

fields, developed somewhat in
comfort and luxury, but still with
more room for the Immigrant than
the crowded condition of that section
affords. Tbey are coming still and
will continue to como. The automo-
bile has eliminated space and time
and they are now not foreigners, but
neighbors, ready to pay us a visit on
our first pressing Invitation.

The distance now from San Diego

to Ashland Is less than then It was
from Ashland to Roscburg. In con-

sidering the extent which advertis-
ing can be""prof!tably spread In our
coming summer campaign, to over
look that truth will result In great
sacrifices of results. Last year auto
tourists from San Diego and Los An

geles passed thru Ashland by the
scoro. The only reason few stopped
was because they did not know what
a pleasurable 'and profitable week
might be spent In this section, wlt'i
Ashland as headquarters from which
they might easily radiate to the many

attractions enumerated In tho adver-

tisement recently proposed thru these
columns.

California Is a state of opulence on

wheels. Its peoplo like to travel.
There Is enchantment for them in

the automobile trip and now there rs

comfort and luxury in It, but the
greatest luxury to tho tourist trav-

eling north from thence will be af-

forded by Ashland's auto camp

ground and the wonderful scenes

and pleasurable hikes and drives that
surround it. Every Californlan who

thru Ignoranco of them, has driven
unconsciously by during the past

three years, would regret It, did they

know of tho splendid attractions Ash-

land has to offer.
Not only should the thousands of

Callforulnns who tour this way each

year be apprised, before they start,
of Ashland's matchless attraction,
but some method should bo devised

to tell the thousands upon thousands
of travelers who pass thru on the

trains what pleasurable and health-

ful week might be spent amidst tho

glories of this environment.

Every Tioce of Meat From the

East Side
Market

Is a Good Piece.
That's the only kind we handle.

Wholesale and Retail.
FISH ON FRIDAYS.

OYSTERS AND CRAUS IN SEASON.

Janes Barrett, Prop. PUona 188.

In considering funds to be contrib-

uted for the Victory Week entertain-

ment wo can but remark on tho ut-

ter indifference of foreign corpora-

tions, whose business thrives by ad-

vancement of the city, such as tele-

graph, telephone, electric companies,

and the like, when It comes to cash

contributions to enterprises that will

put the city forward. They rem)

groat benofits and some plan should

he raised to Induce them to bear

their share of the burden. To raise

all such funds by taxation would do

it.

Have confidence in the other
''so ho will have confidence in

you.

The other fellow's opinion may

prove better than yours. Anyhow, he

has as much right to them.

SIP
V

Wife

THIS Is our baltlecry of Peace as
it was of War. Rebuilding, readjust-
ing and restoring constitute the pro-

gram at hand. Enlist with the First
National Bank In overcoming the
problems of stato, community, busi-

ness and people during the next
twelve months.
FORWARD on Thrift. Our new Sav-

ings Department paying 4 per cent
Interest will be a big help.

3kErstNatiowtSaiik
ASHLAND. OREGON

mum mm

LET US BE YOUR LAUNDRYMAN

What's the Use of Exposing Yourself?
We do family washings and deliver them to you

at these very reasonable prices:

Rough dry, per pound 7c

Wet wash 20 pounds 75c
We have taken over the Home Laundry, given it

a thorough overhauling and are in position to satisfy
you both in quality and price.

GIVE US A TRIAL.
Telephone 165 and we will call for your wash.

THE FISHER LAUNDRY

DEPARTMENT OK IXTKTJOK
I'LAXXfXU FOR SOLDIERS

Much has been said, both lu Con
gross and out, about a "back-to-th- e

land" movement for our returning
soldiers, and the plan might be

worked out easily enough provided
of course our soldier boys favor tho
Idea were It not for the fact that
the country has uo land of auy real
value to offer them. It is all very
well to talk in a general way about
the fifteen million acres of desert
lands which the Department of Inte
rior claims can be Irrigated or the
seventy million acres of swamp an 1

overflowed lands which that Depart-
ment claims can be drained and made
profitable. There may also be, as
stated by the Secretary of the Inte
rior, millions of acres of cut-ov-

land, which can bo cleared1 of stumps.
brush, etc., and made suitable for
agriculture, but these projects arc
all matters for the dim and distant
future, whereas the dishandment of
our army and the making of suitable
provisions for the employment of our
returning soldiers Is one whjch must
bo dealt with immediately, and con-

sequently, while the couutry may bo

justified in Incurring tho' tremendous
expense, necessary to make our two
hundred millions acres or more of
desert, swamp and cut-ov- lands
suitable for agriculture, the sugges-

tion of utilizing any of this area
(which at present is, and for years
to come will necessarily bo utterly
uninhabitable and useless) for the
purpose of enticing the men who
make up our present huge armies
back to the land, seems to bo hardly
worthy of a second thought.

S.ULORS WELCOME LIGHTS
AFTER HOSTILITIES CEASE

Comforts soldiers at the front
looked forward to were bnths, clean
sleeping accommodations, plenty to
eat and a chance to forgqt some of
the appalling events passed thru, but
in the Navy tho prime feature of tho
armistice, other than the actual fact
combats were at an end, was the
prospect of running across the A-

tlantic without having to "douse tho
lights."

At least that is the idea of Lieut.
K. Townscr.d, who left the chief
engineer's berth aboard tho Portland-Californi- a

liner Reaver to join the
fighting forces afloat. In a letter
from St. Naaaire, about 40 miles
from Nantes, he writes that his ship
reached the other' side November 1 1

and up to December 1 had not dis-

charged her cargo,' while It was ex-

pected Bhe would bo held another 10
days. Tho trip "home," he figured,
would require 18 to 32 days, depend-

ing on Winter weather In the North
Atlantic.

"Our trip back to little old New-Yor-

will be more comfortable, as
heretofore we have been running tho
ship in total darkness, save for the
engineroom," ' ho says, "so going
home will seem like a luxury with all
electric lumps going ugnln."
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Ashland Transfer
& Storage Co. !
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: house on track near depot. ; :
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Ashland, Oregon
L niiiDiiuI

The Finest Kind
Of a home with two acres of choice

land with modern city convenience
for 13200. If you want a home worth
w hile with a small tract of land thatis equally worth while, It will be toyour Interest to look at this now.
for It is being offered for a short
time at less than the . value of the
Improvements,.

BILLINGS AGENCY
RJ Estate and Insurance,

Established 1883
Phone 211 41 East Main St,
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