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Following are two letters from
Fred M. Schuerman, who went wltli
the 65th from Fort Stevens the last
of February, but who was In quar-

antine two different times for scar-
let ever while in Camp Merritt and
detained two months afteY his regi-

ment had sailed:
.At Sea.

My Dear Mother: Three weeks go
we left Merritt and now we are abut
three staggers and a full from port,
but hard luck has delayed us. About
two days out on a quiet night the
steersman of one of the other trans-
ports decided he didn't like the look
of cook or captain of our ship and
took a ram at us, Just hard enough
to stove, a couple of holes In the
ship and Jammed my head Into the
top of a bunk. For awhile there was

tne
to stand on deck in our B. V. D. s
for some time before they decided not
to abandon the hull. No serious
damage was done, however, but it
necessitated our putting back Into
port making a fresh start which
delayed us around a Never-

theless, we are glad It happened as
the transport we are on nov is so
much newer and cleaner and better
equipped to care for a body of troops.

We had a wonderful passage, no
rough weather until'today and that
was not bad, although some are sea-

sick. The bunch is glad to be on our
way to Join the regiment. It is near-
ly two since they us.

have had a good many lec-

tures on what we can say what
we can't mostly can't. Anyway,
there isn t much to write about.
simply left Camp Merritt and
on board. The collision was the only
liltch.

Until yesterday we only two
meals a day, then they smarted
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in on three. Maybe they figured It
won't do to be submarined on an
empty

This the convoy met us
and seem to be taking excellent cafe
that we are not molested, If those
submarines can do any damage I'll
eat one, especially In the choppy sea.

You muBt have, gotten my card
notifying you of our delay,- - but it Is
hard telling when you will get this
It will undoubtedly be a long time
fore I hear from you, I want about
six cartons of carmels, some hand
kerchiefs and dlBh cloths, but don'
send them yet as I must have a per
mlt, but cannot one until I land

Do you hear anything from Ash
craft and Bill Holmes? Both write
In Jumps and starts. I imagine they
aren't doing much at Stevens

I am curled up on a hatch with a
box for a desk and a leaky sky for
a roof. I must keep my mind on
my balance and the scurrying gusts
of wind that, want to take my letter
to the fish to read, so how can any
more than one corner be concentrat
ed upon what goes down?

When I get ashore I shall sit down
and all about everything. Right
now it is that people
I know can't see, me. I need a hair
cut, a shave, a shampoo, a bath, a
change of from inside out
and a .real meal. Haven't had any
of my clothes off for three days, ex
cept to change box, so you know I'm
feeling fine. Must, close now. With
love, FRED.

Battery C, Goth Artillery, C. A. C.

A. E. F,

May 13, 1918.
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I'm

marched about three miles to this
camp and from what I have seen of
France I think the U. S. A. Is a pret
ty good country. Our barracks are
only shacks and dirt floors but every.
thing is slicked up. I haven't seen a
bit of rubbish anywhere and what's
more, no fire wood, so I blew up to
the "Y" but there was none there,
either. They certainly are doing a
wonderful work. One.can buy cigar
ettes and simple necessities here,
also a cup of coffee if you have the
money. You may have American
money changed here for French with
no profit to them. The bloomin- - stuff
goes down to a centime, which is
about 2 cents. However, the small
est coin is 5 centimes. The French
are too blamed thrifty. I'm glai
I live in the U. S., although they say
you can, get squiffed to the rail for
60 cents.

i saw wnat to me were some
strange sights at the docks. Quita
a crowd congregated, but looked on
only In moody silence. No one Is

happy, every other woman Is wear
ing mourning. Every one seems to
be enduring a silent grief. One old
gentleman cried when he saw us.

Some French soldiers strode past
with but a glance at us. They are
strong, well set up men In sky blue
uniforms.

Some of the people paid no atten
tion to us whatever, I guess the war
holds no further interest for them.
You see no young or able bodied men.
They are either too old or wear ex
emption badges.

The houses look, strange, all of the
same styU- - Everything is stone and
mortar with slate roofs and an oc-

casional thatched one. None are over
four stories and they are jammed
Into every nook and cranny It is
very hard to distlnqulsh the shops
from the dwellings, in fact, the pro-

prietors usually live back of or above
the place of business.

Tile autos are all gone, except
those of the army. Nearly all cloth-

ing appears to be of cotton and wood-
en shoes are very much In evidence.
A person soon knows that unusual
circumstances are prevailing.

Wb saw a squal of German prison
ers at work. They were dressed con
spicuously and under a heavy guard
Ten to one they would rather do that
than to fight

We hear that we will be here, only
a week. I hope so and I think we
will get back to our regiment with
out trouble. As it Is we are lost
sheep. There are about 150 of us
In the same predicament,

From now on our letters are cen
sored, but. I don't know anything that
'wouldn't pass except our port of ar
rival and that Isn't worth putting on
paper. About a fourth-rat- e Ameri
can city would compare very favor

bly with it,
I must close now, but will write

quite often as the Y. M. C. A. furn
ishes the stationery and postage is
nothing. With love, FRED.

Miss Ethel Freeman of 261 Ober-H- n

street has received the .following

letter from her brother Charles, who
Is a member of the 65th regiment in
France:

May 2, 1918.
Dear Sis: I have arrived safelv

in France and am having a little rest
from my trying voyage! We had
pretty good weather coming across,

with the exception of one day when
It became a little rough and windy. '
. No, I didn't get seasick, though
I got sort of uneasy reveral times
for fear I would. Several of the boys
got sick but I got my sea legs about
the third day out and had an awful
appetite for anything edible, due to
the sea air, I guess. Even the rough
weather didn't bother me muchf al-

though the rolling of the ship made
walking around difficult during the
little blow.

Everything was crowded and In-

convenient on the ship, not to say
monotonous, so all hands were on
fleck with a real, heart-fel- t Ameri
can cheer when we sighted the coast
of France.

Everything was so calm and every-

day, no one was worried or excited,
and the weather was so good that It
is hard to realize that we have cross-

ed the Atlantic and the dangerous
submarine zone, where hundreds of
good ships have been sunk. The
only things that would distinguish
tho trip from a peaceful voyage was
the daily boat drill and the sharp
watch from the mast head, bridge
and gun platform, both by the crew
and by a detail of soldiers.

Well, H is really hard to adequate
ly describe the first impressions of
France I received on that bright.
sunny day I sailed into the French
port. The only way I could think
of it was as a big, beautiful lands-
cape painted by one of the old mas-

ters. Its colors were so vivid, its
contrasts so sharp, yet its whole ap-

pearance so peaceful that I felt I

only had to reach out and touch it
to rul) it out.

Its background is a low, rolling
ridge of hills, dotted with symmetri-
cal clumps of dark green trees, with
smooth light green meadows in be
tween. Between the eyo and the hills
stretching away on every hand are
well tilled fields on a fertile plain.
Each field is sharply divided from
the other and range in color from
brown and yellow to light green.

Here and there, surrounded by

carefully planted trees Is the Invari-

able gray stone and plaster farm
house with its bright red tile roof.

Every little distance from each
other is a village or maybe a small
town. They are all about the same
and very quaint. The houses are
joined together to form a solid front
right down the street; then they have
funny shutters and dewdads on the
front of the houses and the roofs are
very sharp, presenting a funny ap-

pearance to tho western eye.
Well, when I started this letter

I was in a rest camp, but I have mov
ed since then. This rest camp was a
pretty good place, for we were all
pretty frazled out from our ocean
Journey. There we had clean bunk
houses, good food and bath and wash
house.

The French people to a certain ex
tent were allowed inside the reserva.
uon at certain hours, ana many
and varied were tho, Things they
had to sell, various fruits, tobacco
(French), chocolate s, and
some were even looking for wash
ing and found quite a lot, too, for
some of the fellows were flush with
money and not with energy so tho
French "longche" looked like a fine
way out of a disagreeable task. Bu
the visible efforts of the fellows to
talk with the French laundress were
really laughable. Many and variei
were the signs and noises made On

each side in an effort to explain tho
work wanted or the pay required,
but with the help of a few busy
Interpreters, things were finally
straightened out.

The French are a very likeable peo
ple, very Industrious and cheerful;
after one considers the long strain
they have been under, it seems won- -

dflfful how they bear up.
Wellv I'm up in a training camp

now where I can hear the guns on
the front, which is not far away. Air
planes are common hero, flying over
head all the time. I was out on an
old battleground today and saw a
position that was fought over back
in 1914, so I claim I'm getting into
the war in earnest now.

I must close now. I don't know
whether this will all get to you or
not. How Is everyone? Where Is
Bert? How is everything? Tell every-

body hello. Your brother,
CHARLES.

Mrs. Dora Young of Granite street
has received the following Mother's
day letter from her son Glenn, writ
ten to her from France on Mother'3
day. This is one of the letters that
will be folded away and preserved
as long as the-moth- er who received it
lives as a token of the supreme sac
rifice she has made to her country
in its time of need:

Dear Mama: Six months ago this
day I was aboard one of the kaiser's
favorite ships at dock in an Atlantic
port waiting to go, I knew not where.
That night we drifted by the Goddess
of Liberty. ' As I stood there leaning
against the rail I parted with my

best friend. The Goddess seemed to
wave me a good-by- e with her beacon
light, and thus I parted with my na

of

VACA
Juno and out door days are here. In whatever kind
summer "play" you indulge full benefit comes onlv

when you are both appropriately and comfortably dressed.
Men's wear for strenuous or for easy out door recreations
or for just "lazing around '

Outing Shoes for tired feet $2 to $4
Red's or Tennis Shoes new stock
$1.25 to $3.00

Outing, Sport, Work and Dress Shirts
$1.25 and up
Pajamas and Night Shirts

BETTER MERCHANDISE AT

M TCHELL'S-Th-c Men's Store

tive land, perhaps forever, no one

knows.

In my dreams I sometimes see that
statue, but the face resembles yours,
"and the light ever beckons my re
turn. I wish I might kid myself into
thinking that six months, yes, six
years from this date I might be able

to answer that call. To know that
same Goddess might hold a welcom
ing light as I return, and see me
physically fit as I was the last' mo-

ment I gazed upon her.
A queer life, this of mine. Never

wherel wished to lje, yet always quite
happy, in a way. Always unlucky,
but in a way very' lucky. I often
wonder what this spark of.llfeireally
is that a man will endure such as he
does, and yet cling to those oft but
smouldering embers. He knows that
no one has ever beat the game; that
sooner or later the end must come,
yet he plays as long as the light
burns.

A short time ago I was at a hos
pital and talked with a young man
23 years old, with both arms, one
leg and one eye missing. He was
happy because he was not killed. Ho

had plans for a bright future, so
why not I?

v For each six months of loyal serv-

ice in a foreign country we are en-

titled to one service stripe. This we
wear on our arm. Here's hoping
none of us ever have to start on the
other arm.

They tell us special means of trans

portation have been provided for
these "Mother's letters." How we
all wish It was the end and these
lame means might take that which
each and every mother is wishing for
back to her. With all the love for
you, and don't worry,

G. M. YOUXG.

Co. F, 2nd Bat., 20th Engineers,
A. E. F.

OHKGO.Y HAS IMMKXSIO

SPHAGMM BAXOACiK MOSS

Prof, A. R. Sweetser, head of the
botany department of the University
of Oregon and state director for the
Red Cross for the collection of sphag
num moss, returned to the university
today from a trip to Astoria where
he investigated the moss supply, lie
reports that there Is an ample sup-

ply available af that place, and that
work will begin on It at once.

The supply of moss on hand In the
state Is entirely adequate for present
use, according to Prof. Sweetser. "We
have down at the Eugene headquar-
ters 100 sacks of the moss ready for
use," he said.

Prof. Sweetser's work is that of
locating all available supplies in the
state so that in case of need all pos-

sible sourceB may be known and In

readiness to be drawn from.
No moss should be sent In, he says,

until a sample has been examined and
identified as sphagnum moss. We
have received a, big sack of moss that

: ....

the, sender thought was tho kind we
want, but which was only ordinary
moss.

A spaghnum moss expedition took
Dr. Haydon, Dwight Hodge, Raymond
McKeown andj Giis Lewis out to tho

recently discovered near Hauser.
The quarete will spend the entire day-ther- e

provided with the proper par-
aphernalia for the gathering of tho

These expeditions will be of
frequent occurence throughout ther
season or as long as moss is neded.
Marshfleld Record. .

Phone Job orders to the Tidings.

GET THE BEARD BUT LEAVE)
THE ROOTS

I'm not after the "pound of flesh"
I leave the roots to continue theic
growth.

"You are next."
Buckhorn Barber Shop

Clyde Costolo '

INTERtTRBAN AUTOCAR CO.

Leave Ashland for Medford, Talent
and Phoenix dally except Sunday
at 9:00 a. m. and 1:00, 4:00
6 : 1 5 p. m Also on Saturday night
at 6:30. Sundays leave at 9:001
a. m., 12:80, 4:80 and 6:30 p. m.

Leave Medford for Ashland dally ex
cept Sunday at 8:00 a. m. and 1:00,
4:00 and 6:15 p. m. Also on Sat
urday night at 10:16. On Sunday
10:30 a. m., 1:30, 6:30 and 9:80)
P. m.

Fare between Medford and Ashland
80 cents. Round trip 50 cents.

Low Boiling Points Give

Easy Starting
You step on the starter quickly

your engine responds, for the full
series of low boiling points in

your Red Crown gasoline makes
easy starting sure.

Red Crown, the Gasoline of Qual-

ity, is a straight - distilled, all-refin-

fuel, having the. full and
unbroken chain of boiling points
necessary for steady, dependable
power: Low boiling points for,
easy starting, medium boiling '

points for quick and smooth accel-

eration, and high boiling points
for power and mileage. Be sure .

it's Red Crown before you fill.

STANDARD OIL COMPANY
(CALIFORNIA)
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