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THE "WELCOME STRANGER"
BAND.

The following editorial was

clipped from the Oroville Mercury.

A few weeks ago, J. H. Dungan, ed-

itor of the Mercury, spent a week or
so in Ashland. It is not hard to
figure out the "certain city" of

which he speaks. And there is some-

thing more than a pat on the back

for us in reading the editorial. Mr.

Dungan would not have carried away

the pleasant impression which be ap-

parently did, had not there, actually
been the "welcome stranger" band.

Let us make the "welcome stranger"
tendency a habit:

"In a certain city, not any larger
than Oroville, the whole population
have combined into a "welcome
tranger band. Every time any of

the residents of this little city meet
a stranger on their streets they greet
Llm with a smile and a few words of

welcome. If lie stops to talk they
spend a few minutes with him and j

give their home town a big boost.
They tell him of points of Interest
and give him the Impression they are
Interested in him which they are.

"Last year one man brought
twelve families - into this city by

greeting strangers and making them
feel at home. Strangers appreciate
this kind of a welcome. They don't
feel as if they are strangers when

they are given a pleasant greeting
by the town folks.

"In this city they have the habit
of speaking cheerfully to all Strang

era on the streets, no matter what
time they see him. This is a regular
custom and makes a great Impres

ion on the visitors.
"This is a custom Oroville should

adopt. Every resident of this city
should resolve himself or herself Into

a committee of one to greet all
strangers pleasantly. It Is time that
Oroville forgot all grouches and came

to the front as a friendly city. Make

it pleasant for strangers and they
will go away with a good impression
of your city, which will bear fruit
later Witness the twelve families
one man alone settled in his city by

following the - custom of greeting
strangers.

"It doesn't hurt anyone to give a
stranger a pleasant greeting. It's
not words wasted, either, but reflects
to the credit of your city.

"So let's form an informal 'Wel-

come Stranger' league here in Oro-

ville, greet all visitors with a smile

and a 'good-day- ' if nothing else. If
they stop and ask you questions
about your city, give them all the
information you can. If you don't
know, take them to someone whoi

does. It won't hurt you and it will

help your city considerably. Try this
'welcome stranger' plan for a few

months.

FOOLING THE PEOPLE.

Eugene Register: The simple and
unadorned fact is that the really
valuable agricultural land in the
Oregon & California grant was sold

off long ago. The railroad did not
want to letaln anything but the tlnn-ber- .

The agricultural land
that still remains is either worthless
in character or is so completely iso-

lated that making a living on it
would be impossible. The grant
lands are valuable principally for
their elmber, and land with 300,000
feet of timber to the forty can not
be taken up. It is not right to lead
the people to believe that happy
homes are waiting for them in the
O. & C. grant and then cruelly dis-

appoint them.

It ia reported that the Smlth-Pow-e- rn

Company contemplates develop-

ing a coal mine on their Eden Ridge
ioldlDgs'near Marshfleld.
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CAN' YOU CONCEIVE OF SUCH A

SITUATION?

The "Land and Loan

Measure" (single tax) on the No-

vember ballot provides for loaning
$1,500 without interest for five
years to anyone who with his family

has failed to accumulate property of
a total value of $2,250. It's hard
to imagine a more absurd proposi

tion. Every pauper in the United
States would come to Oregon.

A sane man cannot conceive of

such a condition. A man and his
family who have failed to accumu-

late a home are unfortunate. Would
It help them, however, to loan them
$1,500? Nothing Is easier to get
rid of than cash, and the next thing
the borrower would know, his money

would be gone and he would be
worse in the hole than ever.

A man who has failed to acciimu

late a home would stand small
chance of paying back $1,500.

Why not change the law and
give the propertyless person

$1,500 outright. There would be
as much sense to it.

The proposed land and loan law
penalizes thrift and puts a premium
upon shiftlessness and extravagance
at taxpayers' expense.

From an Industrial standpoint it
would kill the state, as industry
could not assume such a burden and
survive.

AN EXPENSIVE SCHOOL MA.
CHINE.

Oregon has the most complicated
and expensive school machinery of
almost any state in the Union, and
the end is not yet.

The same machine is reaching out
for more power, more laws and more

institutions, and its net product is
more professionalism.

It is a well-know- n practical fact
that with an expensive state printing
plant, the smaller text-boo- could
be printed for oneyhalf. With large
expert forces at the higher institu
tions of learning the texts could be
supplied adapted to the needs of the
people.

At each session of the legislature
ten to twenty new laws are ground
out by the "machine" leaders, rais-

ing the taxes. This legislation is of-

ten conceived entirely by impracti-

cal "educators" bent upon higher
salaries and getting softer jobs.

The Hillsboro Independent shows

the conflicting and careless charac-

ter of this legislation from the rec-

ords of the county superintendent,
as relating to high schools.

There will be no reform in high
overhead cost of education until of-

ficials are made to serve the taxpay-

ers and the people instead of log-

rolling for each other.

In order that the Utah-Idah- o Su-

gar Company of Grants Pass may

compete on a parity with California
refineries in shipment of its product,
the Southern Pacific Company ha3

applied to the Oregon Public Service

Commission for authority to estab-

lish same freight rates from Grants
Pass to points In Oregon as now

in effect from San Francisco to same

points.
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