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W ill te ll you all about it  in  A shland

Ï0Ü  CAN PUNGIASE A PIANO OB ORGAN

MORE ABOUT THAT CAVE.
FURTHER EXPLORATIONS OF THE 

CAVERN BENEATH THE 
SISKIYOUS.

Seehe” and Party are Reinforced by two Stran
gers and Start Equipped for Explorations Past 
Vulcan's Dome and the Source o f  the Stygian— 
A Graphic Description of Phenomena that are 
Witnessed in the Big Subterranean Cavern.

On the morning following our return 
from Vulcan’B Dome, we started for Ash
land as early as the light would permit, 
and on the road discussed the character 
and quantity of the outfit to be procured. 
Two days later, reinforced by two strang
ers whom we had employed to assist us, 
without, however, enlightening them 
fully of the nature of employment, we re
turned to our old camp. Jim suggested 
that with a little work in building a trail 
we could take the horses to the mouth of 
the cavern. This, after a little examina
tion, we found we could do, and not only 
so, but that by unpacking them and 
digging away a little of the earth at the 
mouth of the cave, we could also take 
them into it and have plenty of room to 
repack them, not more than fifty yards 
from the entrance. Our determination 
to proceed to the Stygian with our horsee 
was quickly taken, which would relieve 
us from a task that we had been dread
ing. The sun was yet high and after 
eating a hearty dinner, we picketed the 
horsee and proceeded to the work of pre
paring our trail and removing some of 
the debris from the entrance. While 
Jim, Ike and I  were engaged at this
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work, we set John nml Pete (the" two 
strangers) to gathering and cutting pitch 
wood, the use of which was made possi
ble and very advantageous to ns, seeing 
that we could employ tbe horses in carry
ing,it, as far as the Stygian, at least. In 
this way,we could save our other lighting 
material, and at the same time lie better 
able to establish a comfortable camp and 
base of supplies at Vulcan’s Dome, 
which we had determined to.do, ns it 
would be impossible to carry everything 
we might need, lf.the time required to 
make a complete exploration should 
lengthen iLto several'days, as now seemed 
possible.

Ere night closed in, we had everything 
in readiness for an early, start in the 
morning. John and Pete, ’when fully in 
possession of our secret, entered into the 
spirit of their employment with an eager
ness equal to our own, and as we chatted 
around the camp-fire that evening many 
wonderful stories were told, of caverns 
seen and read about, for it transpired that 
John had had a very extensive experience 
in that line. He declared, however, that 
he had never seen, nor heard of such 
things as we related to him of our won
derful cavern, the mysteries of which he 
was eager tofexplore. I t  was decided 
that we should transport our camp outfit 
first and then return with the horses for 
the pitch wood. We concluded that we 
would perhaps be employed at this two 
days, as we would have to proceed slowly 
with the horses, and that, therefore, a 
portion of the party would have to return 
to our outside camp the following even
ing, and that accommodations would 
have to be left for them.

We slept soundly, and before dawn the 
next morning had everything packed and 
ready for the start. John and Pete went 
ahead with as much pitch wood as they 
could comfortably carry, with instruc
tions to go about a quarter of a mile, de
posit their load and return, while we 
should follow with the horses. We were 
fully an hour in reaching the month of 
the cavern with the packs, which we uu- 
lashed and carried in, after constructing 
lights by which to operate. After some 
difficulty we got the horses inside—they 
appeared to be frightened and were d iffi
cult to handle. However, we succeeded 
in repacking them and added to each 
pack a good quantity of the wood, by 
which time the torches of John and Pete 
could be seen returning. We bad pre
pared torches in convenient bundles, and 
turning the horses over to Jim  and Ike— 
each of whom carried a lantern—John, 
Pete and I, with our torches lighted, 
started forward, followed by Jim and Ike 
with the horses. After the first few rode,' 
the animals gave ns no serious trouble, 
and the way being reasonably even and 
down hill, we made very good progress, 
though the declivity seemed greater than 
it had appeared on our first visit, which 
was more noticeable in the difficulty we 
had in keeping the packs from slipping 
forward. Being better provided with 
light than on the former occasion, we 
had a better opportunity of observing 
the characteristics of the cavern, aud 
particularly the contact between the 
great granite dyke and the formation 
lying beyond. We also could see the 
various lodes and ledges of quartz, por
phyry and other intrusive matter of vol
canic origin. In a little more than two 
hours after we had started with lighted 
torches, the roar of the Stygian came 
faintly to our ears, and the current of air 
was distinctly perceptible, and at two 
hours and forty minutes after our start 
we entered Vulcan’s Dome, with the first 
pack train that ever ventured upon such 
an enterprise. The poor animals seemed 
to realize that their surroundings were 
uncanny and unusual, and clung as 
closely to Jim and Ike as a couple of 
children would have done. The expres
sions of astonishment that escaped from 
John and Pete were gratifying to ue, for 
they had received our account of this 
wonderful place with evident incredulity 
the night before.

Leaving Ike and Jim  with the horses 
and lanterns, we proceeded to the Hole 
Inferno, where our new companions stood 
for Pome moments 6pell-bound. John 
finally broke the silence with a wish that 
the illumination, which we had witnessed, 
would appear. To this, however, Pete 
demurred, saying that he “preferred leav
ing these infernal regions.” After a few 
minutes we returned to Jim and Ike aud 
held a consultation ns to the advisability 
of proceeding further up the stream be
fore unpacking. I t was decided that Jim, 
John and I should proceed up the stream 
to reconnoitre, but should not leave the 
strenm nor be gone above an hour and a 
half. After lighting new torches we 
started, taking one of the lanterns with 
us. Each of the party was provided with 
a poll-pick and hatchet fitted into a belt, 
made on purpose. We moved forward 
cautiously, but with reasonable speed, to 
tbe westward for perhaps half a mile. 
Tbe ground over which we were travel
ing did not differ materially from that 
in tbe corridor, except that it ivas not 
nearly so steep. We were ascending on a 
grade of not more than 5 , which, how
ever, was sufficient to make a rapid tor
rent of the river just to our left. The 
walls appeared to be fally 150 feet apart, 
and converging as they rose met 200 feet 
above ns, forming the apex of a triangle. 
These walls, after passing out of Vulcan’s 
Dome, were seamed and fissured, and 
filled wild igneous matter, while the in
tervening mass was evidently an aqueous 
formation, but metamorphosed and 
changed under the great heat and pres
sure to which it had been subjected, and 
from the effect of the intrusive matter, 
which, while in a molten state, had filled 
the fissures that were opened from below. 
Such effect, except to the practiced eye, 
tends to destroy the evidences by which 
stratified rocks are distinguished. There 
is no doubt, however, that the walls 
which formed the sides of this cavern 
are to be classed among tbe stratified 
rocks, and were laid down in the bed of 
the ocean, and that their present posi
tion is the result of that contraction of 
the earth’s crust, heretofore discussed. 
As I  have said, we had gone about half a 
mile. At this point the stream plunged 
over a cliff which appeared to be about 
30 feet high. The drop of the stream 
was practically vertical, and the obstruc

tion filled ^the'eavern from side to side 
and to the height above stated. At the 
foot of the cliff the water had worn out a 
deep pool, which, to our astonishmen t, 
covered the floor of the cavern across its 
whole width, so far as we were able] to 
determine, and having a length, in the 
direction of the 6tream, as near, as we 
could judge, of 100 feet. Not having 
sufficient Jigh l or time for close inspec
tion we were ¿not able to determine 
whether we Lad met with an impassible 
barrier or not; nor to what cause to attri
bute this new feature. After some spec
ulation we concluded that a lateral frac
ture had occurred here producing.a.fault, 
which, if extended in the line of its direc
tion, would be similar to the corridor 
which gave; us entry to Vulcan’s Dome. 
We.also discovered near the wall, which 
we were following, a spring of boiling 
water, strongly impregnated with sulphur 
and iron. We could easily reach the 
water of the pool, and found it.of excel
lent quality. Immense stalactites hung 
pendant from the roof of the cavern di
rectly above the pool. But the most re
markable feature of these stallactites was 
that they seemed to hang along a line, 
drawn straight across the cavern, and 
were not in iiregular clusters as is most 
frequently seen. This first attracted 
Jim ’s attention, who, calling to me, said 
“S-sbe! How d-do y’n exp-p-lain that?” 
pointing to the objects in question. 
“Well, Jim,” said I, “those undoubtedly 
are stalactites and are composed of the 
carbonate of lime. I am surprised to see 
them here, for we do not seem to be in a 
limestone formation, and if we were, they 
would not appear in a straight line across 
the cavern, but would hang in irregular 
clusters from the roof. I  am glad to see 
them, however, for they furnish us with 
another unique feature of our cave. I 
have never heard of stalactites of the 
carbonate of lime in caverns, other than 
those formed in limestone. Rut if I ’m 
not mistaken, an examination will show 
a fissure corresponding with that line of 
stalactites, through which water perco
lates from above, charged with the car
bonate of lime. If this be true, then 
there is above us a strata of limestone, 
in which if we could reach it, we might 
expect to find large and beautiful cav
erns. When we have a little more time,
I will explain the various features of 
such formations.” “Those stalactites 
sparkle like diamonds,” said John, “I ’m 
going to have one of them before we 
leave the cave.” We agreed that we 
must return, as we had over-staid our 
time already, aud that we would bring 
our camp to this pool, the water being 
more accessible and other things more 
pleasant than at Vulcan’s Dome, and 
that we would take more time to examine 
this place.

We now made a rapid retreat to where 
we had left Ike and Pete, and having 
briefly explained the result of our effort, 
we started for the “silver lake” and “dia
mond chamber.” We made reasonable 
expedition, and arrived at the pool with
out any mishap, three miles aud a half 
under ground. Here we unpacked and 
having eaten our lnnch and given our 
horses some oats we had brought with 
us, we prepared to send them back for 
the rest of our equipage. Of course, we 
expected John and Pete to go, and the 
question as to the other rested between 
J lm and Ike. Ike good naturedly prof
fered to go, inasmuch as Jim  was com
plaining of his “rum-m-a-t-tiz.” I t  had 
now been six hours since we left the en
trance of the cave. Taking two lantern 
aud pitch wood enough to last them out, 
Ike, John and Pete started for daylight, 
Jim and I  accompanying them as far as 
Vulcan’s Dome. I t  was now 12:30 p. m., 
and we would be alone in this wonderful 
place for the next twenty hours.

Jim and I  watched the receding torches 
until they became red specks in the dis
tance and still as they danced and 
bobbed about, until they finally died 
away and were lost in the gloom. So, 
thought I, are our thoughts and ideas, 
lost in the “bob” and gloom that gradu
ally closes in beyond the mental power 
of man to follow and grasp them. Not a 
word was spoken between us, nor did we 
move from the spot where onr compan
ions had left us, until the last faint glim
mer had died away, when Jim, turning 
to me, said, in a half subdued and con
fidential tone, one that endeared him to 
me: “ W-e-i-1, See-bbee, we’re alone." 
No one can fully comprehend the import 
of the words “we’re alone” until he is 
placed in a position of complete isolation; 
“alone”—the word seemed to echo and 
re-echo around the vaults about us; it 
crawled as the subdued light did up the 
Hole Iuferno, then over the floors of the 
cavern where we stood, and as silently 
stole up the sides of Vulcan’s Dome, un
til the ceiling seemed suffused with the 
inaudible sound (pardon the contradic
tion) “we’re alone.” I  was lost in reverie 
—not thought—for I  was certainly not 
thinking; I was absorbed and taken up 
by the gloom, and gradually becoming a 
part of it. The sensation might belong 
to the process of petrifaction, soft, musi
cal, enticing, but terrible. I  don’t know 
how long I might have stood, or did 
stand thus. I  became again conscious of 
the effulgence, which so startled us on 
our first visit. I t  recalled me to myself 
and to the presence of my companion, 
and being once again called to a con
sciousness of a recurrence of this wonder
ful phenomenon, we seemed at once to 
grasp the idea of observing it. “W-watch 
it! S-seeb-e,” said Jim. B at I  was 
watching it. Gradually it came as it did 
before, but brighter and more effulgent 
than before; until all the beauties of this 
grand illumination glowed in a splendid 
revelation before, aronnd and above us. 
No longer startled, I  looked upward and 
saw revealed evidences that had occurred 
to me when reflecting on the former ex
hibition. The dome of this wonderful 
chamber was not perfect as it bad ap
peared to be, bnt across it, on a line 
with our corridor, a fracture had occur
red, and a displacement corresponding 
with it stood out, clearly revealed, across 
the dome and beyond on the further side, 
onr corridor extended into the gloom to
ward the southward. Gradually the light 
died away, until our only guide, the 
glimmering torches, remained in our 
hands. Trimming these, we agreed to

proceed around the Hole Inferno and 
along the opposite shore of the Stygian 
to falls near onr camp. On passing the 
corridor at the opposite side we observed 
that it continued on the line, correspond
ing with that on tbe further side, and at 
about the same downward inclination. 
We now proceeded onward, with the 
Stygian at our right, and noted the.for- 
mation to correspond with that on tbe 
opposite wall. At about one hundred 
and twenty-five feet beyond the Hole 
Inferno we observed what appeared to.be 
the broken fragments of the volcanic 
casing that once faced the western wall 
of this old volcanic chamber, which by 
the subsequent contraction and conse
quent fracturing, bad broken it down, 
and from evident water lines we con
cluded that the water which now plunged 
into the Hole Inferno was onoe held in 
check by the western wall of the cham
ber, which, having been snbsequently 
broken down, the fragments were washed 
into the old volcanic outlet to our stream 
and lost. From this point onward to 
the falls, there was no material varianoe 
from the opposite side, until on our ar
rival at the pool, we discovered that there 
remained a space of about ten feet in 
width between tbe wall and the water, 
by which, we could reach the foot of tbe 
full and oould examine the lowest of the 
stalactites, which have before been men
tioned. These stalactites were very 
beautiful, and from metamorphic action 
subsequent to their formation, they had 
become very highly crystalized. And 
tbe adjacent strata, not being of a lime
stone formation, the crystals presented a 
kind of yellowish glow; thus partaking 
of the character of such of the rocks 
through which the waters have passed 
as were susceptible to tbe solvent prop
erties of water charged with carbonic 
acid gas. Stalagmitic formations met 
these stalactites from the floor of the 
cavern, and between a pair of theee bril
liantly scintillating pillars we passed on 
to tbe foot of the falls. I t  would be dif
ficult to describe the beauty of tbe scene 
we now beheld. The water fell over the 
cliff with a gentle flow but at tbe bottom 
was churned into foam and spray, which 
gave back a thousand shades of color as 
tbe light struck the bubbles that danced 
on the bosom of tbe pool, while the light 
radiating from the millions of crystals 
that sparkled from the pendant stalac
tites, gave a confused sense of glory 
which I shall not attempt to deecribs. 
We did little talking—Jim  and L We 
were in a presence which, for millions of 
years has not reflected the sunlight, but 
did so once. A presence where the pre
historic denizons of the deep once 
played, but will play no more forever. 
In  the bowels of the earth, with more 
than a mile of solid mountain between 
us and sunshine—alone; where only the 
murmuring of the stream and the groan
ing of the mountain has disturbed tbe 
stilluess for a period of time in the past 
which would multiply the age of our 
oldest historic record by thousands. No! 
Jim and 1 had little to say.

On examination, we were fully per
suaded that a fracture and fault once 
occurred here, perhaps at the time when 
the western wall of V ulcan’s Dome was 
broken down, which accounted for the 
water-fall, the pool and the opening of 
that fracture above, which permitted the 
percolation of water charged with car
bonic acid gas and carbonate of lime, and 
the resulting line of stalactites. On 
carefully prospecting the precipice over 
which the water fell, we found that it 
would be poc ,:ble to clamber to the top, 
by tbe use of tbe ropes and grapling 
irons, which composed a part of our 
equipage, and which was at the camp on 
the opposite side of the Stygian. The 
stream could not be crossed, unless at 
the outer rim of the pool we should find 
it fordable. I t  was very desirable to find 
it so, for otherwise it would be necessary 
to pass around tbe Hole Inferno on each 
trip to and from our camp to this, the 
only pass into the upper chambers of tbe 
cavern. The 6tream below the pool 
rushed wildly on between precipitous 
banks, from ten to forty feet high, boding 
certain destruction to him who should 
fall or lie drawn into it. We ooucluded, 
therefore, to return as we came and pro
vide against a possible accident, by the 
nse of such means as our equipage might 
furnish. S eebee .

When Baby was sick, we gave her Castorla. 
When she was a Child, she cried for Castoria. 
When she became Miss, she clung to Castoria. 
When she had Children, she gave them Castorla.

C H IL D R E N  
who are puny, pale, weak, or scrof
ulous, ought to take Dr. Pierce’s 
Golden Medical Discovery. That 
builds up both flesh and strength. 
For this, and for purifying the 
blood, there’s nothing in all medi
cine that can equal the “ Discovery.”

In recovering from “ Grippe,” or 
in convalescence from pneumonia, 
fevers, or other wasting diseases, it 
speedily and surely invigorates and 
builds up the whole system. As an 
appetizing, restorative tonic, it sets 
at work all the processes of diges
tion and nutrition, rouses every or
gan into natural action, and brings
back health and strength.

For all diseases caused bv a torpid
liver or impure blood, Dyspepsia, 
Biliousness, Scrofulous, Skin and 
Scalp diseases — even Consumption 
(or Lung-scrofula) in its e&rlier 
stages — the “ Discovery ” is the 
only guaranteed remedy. If  it 
doesn’t benefit or cure, in every 
case, you have your money back.


