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For ﬂrlr yYearas the continent of North
Ameriea has been Inolated from the rost
of the world by Z-rays, the Invention of
Hannlbal Prudent, president of the united
vernmenl. A message from Count von
erdenstein, chancellor of Clermnany, that
8 has succevded In m—nqlmunguthe mﬁn
astens the death of Prudent, ying, he
warns his daughter Astra that toreign in-
i}

Vaslon ls now certaln, Astra succes her
father us president. Nuapoleon Edlson, o
former pupll of Prudent's, offers to aaslst

Astra and hints st new discoveries which
will make North Amerlen Impregnable, A
man giving the name of Chevaller al
Leon offers Werdensteln the secret of
making gold In return for European adls-
armament. The chevaller |s made n pris-
oner. Countess Rosiny, 4 spy, becomes a
Eﬂlnmr in the hope of discovering al

n's mecret, She falls in love with him
and agrees to Joln him In an attempt to

eacapc. By the use of rockets he sum-
mons a curlous fying machine, He o8-
oapes and sands . messnge to Astra

which reveals the fact that he Is Napo-
lon Iidison. He warns Astra that the
sonaolidated flocts of Wurope have sailed
to Invade America. He ealle on Astra the
following night and sxplains his plans for
defense. By the use of aeroplanes made
ot o new substance which is Indestructl-

ble he expects to annihilate the Burppean
forcea. He delivers n note to von Wer-
denstein on hia Nagahip demanding lm-

medinte withdrawal, He Is attacked and
by destroylng two warships and several
saroplanes, forces von  Werdensteln to
AgTee 1o universal disarmament. The
countess, who has remained In Amerlea
B8 B guest of Astra, recelves an offer
from von . Werdenstaln of the principal-
Ity of Schomburg-Lithow in return for
inon's socret. Edison and his assistant.
Bantos, go In search of new deposits of
the remarkable subatanece, cirynith, They
find it on the estate of Schomburg-Lith-
ow. The countess gets Santos into her
olutches. Bhe promises to raveal Bdl-
son’s gecrel ms soon as von Werdenstein
turns over the Bchomburg-Lithow estate
to her. On the day of the wedding of
Astra and Edison the countess and Bantos
the country. Hantos perfaects a ma-
chine, Is made a count and marries the
gountess, now princess of Schomburg-
Lithow. Wdison finds a new deposit of
clrynith and bullds a new fleet of alr-
ships. He accidentally discovers a llquid
that will render apposing alrships help-
lees. Bantos completes & fleet for the
g:lrncru. The aviators of the fleet elect
fueen. Bhe plans to master the
world.

CHAPTER XXl—Continued.

This Sunday was the first real day
of rest that Napoleon had enjoyed for
& long time, He found perfect peace
In the company of his mother and
wife. Nobody knew he had returned.
The surprise that swept over -the
members of the staff when he ap
peared In congrees Monday morning
Was great,

As Napoleon arose the great hall
became I[nstantly silent. He bowed
he said:

“Honorable President and Repre
sentatives, before all else I want to
thank you for your kind reception.”
A loud "hurrah!" etopped him for a
moment. Then he continued: “There
have been 80 many changes slnce I

\ " 4 ..
“1 Tell You, Woman, to Stand Before
Me.”

went away that I can hardly express
my opinfon, particularly In regard to
the political affalrs of the present, 1
am very glad to see that congress
realizes {ts duty, and that every mem-
ber Is prepared for action. 1 place my
faith In Its wisdom and hope that it
will know its duty and do it accord-
ingly.

“Compatriots, I greet you alll™

A slgh of satisfaction swept over
the hall when Napoleon, after this
short speech, eat down. An air of un-
oertainty prevalled; they had expect-
e so much from him and had re
oelved nothing definite. The speaker
of the house then opened the session.

CHAPTER XXII.
Princess Rositta 8hows Her Colors.
The answers of the international
peace committee and congress of the

United Republics of America were
Identical in wording, and were duly
cabled to all the rebelling monarchs,

Neither the peace committes mnor
congress gave a thought to consenting
to the wishes of the decree of the En-
ropean rulers, and It 18 quite likely
that the prompt refusal to sccede to
thelr demande was not unexpected, for
the Count von Werdenstein rubbed his
hands contentedly when he read the
first dispatch. His first act wae to
call the Princess Schomburg Lithow
on the ‘graph. Her headquarters
were In Suemeg.

Werdenstein's message found Ro-
sitta in the alr, She connected the
apparatus to the "graph and bowed to
the smiling count.

“Ah, good morning, count!”

“Good morning, princess.”

“The Americans refuse our de
mands," sald the count bluntly.

“Ah, Indeed!"

“Can you come to Berlin and talk
to me?"

Bhe thought for a moment. “Is your
answer ready?”

“An ultimatum?
mean?"

“An ultimatum that says distinctly
that peaceful relations will be broken
after a lapse of twenty-four hours and
that Europe will act as she sees fit,"
replied Rositta with a firm click of her
even teeth,

“l am golng to see his majesty now
and will communicate with the pow-
ers. Replies ehould reach me by to-
morrow morning,” was the count's an-
sWer,

“Then do 8o, my dear count, and if
one of the powers should refuse it
should be consldered as an enemy, in
league with the Americas. Tomorrow
you will kindly ecall me up again and
tell me the results, I will then ar
range to meet you."

The count consented, then discon-
nected his instrument He went to
his majesty and had a gloomy recep-
tion. The kaiser listened to the de-
talls of the count's plans and shook
his head doubtfully, In the end he
congented to the ultimatum, remark-
Ing that the situation ‘could not be
much worse.

Answers consenting to the terms of
the ultimatum came promptly, and au-
thorized the count to send it out.

England, however, refused. The
Island Kingdom was the only one that
sent o flat refusal.

The count shrugged his shoulders
Indifferently. “Then we will do with-
out England, that ia all.”

Calling Rositta on the 'graph, he ad
vised her to have her men in readi.
ness.

“Is the ultimatum on its way?" was
her eager question.

“It Is ready to be sent, already In
cipher.”

“Then send It and In an hour an
aerodromone will call for you. 1 want
you to come to Suemeg to gee my
fleet.” Rositta shut off the current
before the count could answer. His
dignity was rufled at her behavior,
but sloce it was Imperative that he
ge6 her he had to submit to her plan.
When the aeroman called for him the
ultimatum was on its way and he was
ready to go to Suemeg,

Just before he left, however, he sat
down to his desk and wrote a letter,
then hurriedly folded it and, sealing
it in an envelope, rang the bell for his
alde de camp,

The Captaln von Hochamberg en-
tered and saluted gravely,

“l bave a very Important mission
for you, captain, Take the first traln
to Hamburg and thence to England.
This letter contains a sealed order for
you. You must be at the German con-
sulate In Liverpool by 8:00 a. m, to-
morrow. If you recelve no further or-
ders then you are to follow the in-
structions that you will find In this
sealed letter as quickly as possible.
Otherwise return it intact. Here is an
order for money and a pass, Secrecy
is Important!” He shook hands with
the captain and dismissed him,

“That makes me feel easler’ He
slghed and started for the elevator
that took him to the walting merodro-
mone.

An hour later he was in Buemeg,
greeting Rositta. The man who had
made her what shd was had lost his
value In her eyes, He could do noth-
ing more for her, so he could be dis-
earded or destroyed.

“I have called your honor hare, to
exhibit the fleet I possess, and to show
you what wa have accomplished and
what we can do"” The latter words

Is that what you

carried a pecullar accent to the chan-
cellor's ears,

“l am quite curious to see every-
thing, my dear princees.”

“Your curlosity will soon be gratl-
fled, as 1 have already glven orders
to my men.” 8he placed an emphasls
on the “my.”

The chancellor only bowed; then
after & pause he sald:

“l also have some orders for you,
princess, from his majesty the kaiser!™

Bhe waved her hand alrily. “We
can talk about It later.”

The princess led him at once Into
the open and pointed toward twenty-
one aerodromones that were stationed
on the plateau, glittering In the sun-
shine. The uniformed aeromen stood
at attention by their machines and sa-
luted the princess and the count as
they passed In old military styls be-
tween the two rows of aerodromones.

The princess led the way to the ma-
chine that was decorated with the
princely crown, and pulllng a sllver
whistle from her pocket she blew it
The well-trained men jumped Into thelr
machines and sat at attention,

Bhe blew shrill blasts on her whistle
and the flest shot up into the alr as
one bird.

The Count Santos Duprel was at the
wheel and Rositta commanded the
fleet. The second line of machines
was slgnaled to reverse their flight
and the first line followed her. After
they had separated from each other
& mile or so both lines turned toward
the center, and the chancellor at last
understood the significance of the ma-
neuver when red pennants were Lolst-
€d on the eleven machines comprising
the princess’' fleet and blue on the ten
opposite.

The aerodromone “Princess” made
a detour and took a position on the
right wing of the line; then the sham
battle began.

The princess could not resist the im-
pulse to show her prowess. Santos
flung their aerodromone Into the fight;
they dodged and turned, each trying
to gain in elevation, Finally, with a
quick spring the “Princess" evaded
Its enemy and slid between its wings
from the back and the next moment
the enemy was a captive.

It was an exhilarating sport.

“I congratulate you, princees,” sald
the count to the Intoxicated Rositta

The “Princess” carried the captive
machine back to Suemeg with ease.
The other machines returned, one
after the other, all enthusiastic and
discusaing the tactics of air warfare.

After the {inspection dinner was
served, in which the whole squadron
took part. Werdensteln greeted sev-
eral of them as old acqualintances and
friends of those good days when the
armles held thelr own and when he
was planning to conquer the American
continent. The times had changed,
Now the air men ruled—at the com-
mand of a beautiful, bold woman,
whose only motive seemed to be
vanity.

These gloomy forebodings were war
ranted sooner than he expected. Only

appetizers and soup had been gerved,

when Count de Korona stood up and
addressed the gathering:

“The pleasure of greeting the world-
famous chancellor, the Iron-handed
man of the German Empire, has been
glven me. It is & great honor for us
to have you at our feast, and we, the
conquerors of the air, greet you, who
are consldered the representative of
all the European powers."

Rositta smiled sweetly at the chan-
cellor, who was watching the speaker
in amazement After a short pauss,
de Korona continued:

“We greet you as such, as a repre-
sentatlve, and 1, In my comrades’
names, ask your excellency to be with
us in heart and drink to the elected
queen of the air, who 1s distined to
be queen of the world. Long live our
beloved Queen Rositta”

The huzzas that thundered through
the hall told the chancellor plainly
that this was no pleasantry. His sus-
plelons had not been without founda
tlon. He paled and when the tumult
died away he stood up, calm and de
termined and without a word left the
hall.

This action made Rositta furlous,
but she did not show her Indignas
tlon, “The chancellor seems to have
lost his appetite,” was all she sald,

After the dinner was over, she gave
A few curt orders and the aeromen
proceeded Into another hall beautifully
and regally decorated. At the far end
atood a magnificent throne,

Rositta retired to her own apart-
ment, while two men went to Invite
the chancellor to the throneroom.
They found him eoberly pacing the
distance between the entrance gate
and the first hangar,

He followed them. Rositta sat on
the throne with a glittering clrynith
crown on her head. She was more
beautiful than ever.

The Count von Werdensteln was led
before her. He showed no surprise.
His face was calm and his whole attd-
tude expressed disinterest.

“I bave requested that your excel
lency eome to Buemeg, for I have a
meseage that I want brought before
the whole world."

The count looked at her steadily,
and without walting to hear her fur
ther words he said in his strong, pen-
etraling volece:

“I tell you, woman, to stand before
me. Tell ma your petition standing.
Then 1 may listen to {t. Do not for
get that I represent the Emperor of
Germany.” -

Had these words not been spoken In
such deadly earnestness some of the
audlence would have found the scene
ridiculous. As It was, It was grave
and embarrassing and every one stood
stunned.

The blood left Rositta’s cheeks and
it took almost a minute for her to
recover her composure. Then she
rose and pointing at the chancellor,
sald In a shrill volce:

“Take him away—back to Berlin
quick or I shall forget myself and kil

him!"

(TO BE CONTINUED,)
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ARE NOT SLAVES OF FASHION

In China a Man Can Dress as He
Pleases Without Attracting
Attentlon.

The fashions in Buchlen, Klangsu
province, have a variety of such extent
that every man can dress according to
bis Individual choles and still be In
correct taste and without attracting
special attention from anybody else.

In other words, the styles this year
are of personal ideals, according to a
correapondent of the British China
Dally Herald.

He says that every man wears what
is right in his own eyes, and thers are
few If any, to ridicule. A panama hat
goes jauntily down the street, closely
followed by a furcovered brim hat;
felt hats of scarlet and verdigris green
come along with grays and browns
that do the hatter credit for unique in-
ventlon. These, with the Eskimo top
capes, a few derby hats and the smart
military uniforms, give the streets a
plquancy which was unknown in the
monotonous china blue of former
years,

Among the notices posted on the
city gate Is a fashlon plate that has
been exhibited for weeks. It diaplays
two or three of the typlcal “western
suits”—the swallow-talled and the low-
tront frock for evening wear—street
garb of Huropean and American style,
and many other varieties. There one
also finds the plaited skirts recom-
mended for the women, and close by
them is the proud siik or stovepipe hat
of felt, which has {ts spacial corner
with other headgear,

German Emperor Fond of Theater.

Emperor Willlam of Germany
shows his belief in the system of na-
tional theaters by contributing lavish-
ly toward thelr support. As king of

Prusela, Willlam IL is the owner of
the Konigliche Schauspiele, of which |
there are six—three in Berlin and one
each at Wiesbaden, Cassel and Han-
over, The Prusslan ministry of the in-
terlor sets aslde yearly $625,000 for
the royal theaters In Berlin alone,
which sum Is made up to $737,600 out
of the privy purse. Hven so, how-
ever, there |8 generally an annual de-
ficit of above $75,000, and this the
emperor makes good as well, His Im-
perial majesty takes most interest In
the Berlin opera house, which is but
a stone's throw from the castle, so
that he can easily run in and conduct
rehearsals. It Is entlrely owing to
his efforts that the productions here
have attained thelr present pliteh of
perfection In everything that concerns
mounting.

Value of Chlid.

The case of Jones vs. Central of
Georgia rallroand company befors the
Bupreme court of Georgla was
brought by a parent for damages for
the death of a child two years ten
months and twenty days old, alleged
to be a “precoclous child, capable of
and did run errands for the petitioner,
was strong and robust, with unusual
physical powers for a child of his
age, and did render service to petl-
tioner worth §6 a month." The court
holds as & matter of law that the child
thus described was not so incapable
of performing such valuable services
that ‘a défendant corporation would
not be liable in damages for the homo-
dlde of such ¢hild If it be shown on
the trial that the killing was through
negligence and not justified.

All the S8ame. :
“Why do they have to have money
to put on a dumb show?1"
“Why not?”
“Doesn't money talk?”

FEW REASONS FOR LAUGHTER

English Physiclan Advances Opinion
Which Many WIll Be Blow to
Indorse.

An English physician, Doctor Mo
Dougal, has advanced an entirely new
theory as to the cause and reason for
laughter, He starts with the admitted
fact that we laugh easlly when a man
sits down on his own hat, or does
some other equally painful thing. It is
dificult for us to restraln our risibill-
tles when & person tumbles down,
even though In the next moment we
may be very sorry for the hurt that he

or she has suffered.

From these Instances the doctor
concludes that laughter i{s really an
Invention of nature to serve as an an-
tidote to sympathy, which is painful
If we could not laugh, we would ery
much more frequently, and the nerv-
ous excltement would be most baneful.
But when we laugh the circulation is
Increased, the reapiration is deepened
and the system is generally toned up.
If we did not laugh we would become
#0 depressed In the course of a short
time that death or insanity would su-
pervens,

The smile and the laugh, he holds,
are different, even In kind, for he
points to the fact that bables smile
when three weeks old, but do not
laugh unt{l they are at least three
months old or more. If this be true,
It will change the views of many pay-
chologists, who have long belleved
that smiling was only the earliest
manifestation of risibility, and that
it flowed from a mense of well-belng.

It laughter be the antidote to sym-
pathy, we must always lnugh at and
never with any one, which la hardly
likely to prove true. The doctor may
be a keen observer, but he will hardly
ba credited with any great psycholog-
leal power, for every one else would
be wrong and he alone right.

If he be correctly reported, he has
omlitted much that goes to make up
laughter, which s not always the re-
sult of trylng to avold pain. In fact,
it Is much more frequently a sympa
thetlc act, and Is well known to be an
imitative action, for we often laugh
when others laugh,

Sneezxing.

“It I8 worth remembering,” says
the Woodbury Reporter, “that a sneeze
may always be suppressed by a firm
pressure on the nose shutting off the
wind." It s better worth knowing
and remembering that unough a sneeze
may take the form of an unseemly dis-
turbance of a dignified occasion, it is
too beneficent a provision of nature
to be suppressed.

The QGreeks, we know, accepted a
sneezd as n favorable omen. For a
long time we called them superstitious
and laughed at them for thinking so.
If we use our modern knowledge as to
nature and purpose of a sneere, we
shall stop calling them superstitious
and deem them prophets. Physi-
ologically considered, a sneeze Is a
spontaneous actlon by which nature
ejects a forelgn substance, such as
dust, from the sensitive nasal pas-
sages. In these days we are coming
to understand that what we used to
think merely Irritating dust {s often a
compound of many harmful germs, Let
anlone, they enter the human system
and do Injurfous or deadly work.
Hjected by a snecze—they are often
passed on to somebody else,

Collected.

Little Lucy had been dutifully en-
tertaining the visitor until mamma
came down. The visitor's converga-
tlon had been malnly confined to an
extended serles of questions, and
Lucy's to an equal number of short
answers,

"Where were you born, Luey?" the
good lady amsked.

“In New York."

“What part? Tell me."

Luecy thought a minute over the rid-
dle of existence before she answered
this, Then she ansywered:

“I think that all of me was born in
New York."—New York Evening Post.

Twas Up to Her.

Mr, and Mrs, Nagg were visiting
friends in Brooklyn, and several times
were Importuned to' visit, before they
left, Greenwood cemetery, called the
most beautiful burial grounds In the

country.

But one thing or another hindered,
and as thelr visit drew to a closs, Mrs.
Nagg sald: “Henry, when are you go-
Ing to take me to the cemetery 1

Mr. Nagg, who had not yet recov-
ered from the effects of a scolding ad-
ministered not long before, moodily
replled: -

“With ‘pleasure, my dear, whenever

you're ready." \

To Brighten Tile,

To make red tlles a nice, bright,
clear color, rub well with a lemon
dipped In fine salt. Leave it for a fow
minutes, then wash in the usual way,
You will find this well worth the tron-
ble, for when It is finished the tiles
will be a nice, clear red.

No Room for It
In the bright lexicon of love there
is no such word as eugenics.—Wash-

ington Herald. ‘
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