Uncle Sam’s Aero

ABHINGTON.—Forelgn govern-

ments have had thelr military
dud naval representatives In Wash.
Ington watching the experiments that
this government has been conducting
At the Washington navy yard with
the new catapult device for launching
acroplanes. The lounching machine
18 the design of Capt. W. 1. Cham-
bers, In charge of aviation in the
navy. It practically s a compressed
alr gun that shoots the aeroplane into
the alr so that it can be launched
from a warship at any time and the
catapult then stored below, out of the
way.

Beveral tests of the device have
been made, varfous hydro-aeroplanes
being used. What was generally con-
sldered the supreme test was made
the other day when the new aero
boat that has been bullt for the navy
by Glenn Curtiss was shot Into the

-Bimt Experiments Are Watched

ajr for a succesfdl filght with Lisut
Theodore Ellyson, the first of the
navy aviators, at the helin

The new boat {s larger and heavier
than any other hydroaeroplane the
government bas uséd. It has a body
Hke a light, fast powerboat, and seats
two passengers gide by side, with a
double-control mechanlsm, so that
either man can act as aviator.
boat is driven by an .elghty-horse
power motor, and is capable of a
gpeed of fifty miles on the Water and
sixty miles in the alr.

This launching device 1s the first
that has been practichl and succeasful
from a navy standpoint. 1t 'was prov-
ed more than a year ago, when Hu
geno Ely flew from the scoutship Bir
mingham and afterward few and
alighted on the battleship Pennsyl
yania, that the aeroplane could be
launched at sea. In both theso cases,
however, o special platform was bullt
and extenslve preparations were
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Ladles probably aid, not’ begin to
wear hats until about the ‘tenth cen-
tury, if so early, and then it was the
lofty headdress draped with some ma- |
terlal, which it must have been most
| Uying to.keep ‘on indoors, and quite
Impossible to wear In a wind. |
* According to the “Anatomy of|
Abuses," written In Queen Ellsnbéth's
time, Indies’ hatp were very nearly |
:yhﬂ'ﬂexln. then as they are, to:

“These tashions b rare and strange,
80 I8 the stuff whereof the hats be
made divers alsg; for some re of
silke, some of yelyet, some of taffeta |
and some of “wool, and which is more
curlous, some of a certain kind of fine
balre, thess they call beaver hats."”

In the relgn of Henry VIIL, hats as-
sumed m “great richnesse and beau-
ytle,” but in the time of the first James

they became even more ornate, jewels

‘of price and oeceaslonally small mir
rors belug used in their adornment
At times of revelry the gallanis wore
feathers In their hats, which were sald
to be one of the "falrest ensigns of
thelr braverfe.”

But for adornment men's hats were
fh their zenith in the daye of Charles.
The big felt hats with the long feath-
er sauclly curled around them, fast-
ened with a buckle often of great
value, gave a dashing air to the eava-
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B are on the high road to
Harderwyk, one of the small
“dead cities” of the Zuyder
Zee. Jt s Baturday morn-
ing' and .market day, the
most lmportant weekly ogcurrence in
these environa. ' Market begins quite
early and must now over, for*it 1s
cloae upon 11 o'clock add e meet the

freturning stream- of pensants, They

have sold pll their eggs and other pro-
duce, have made thelr pyurchases In
town for the coming waek and are now
Teturning homewsard, writed W, J. L.
Kiehl, from The Hague, in the Chica-
£0 Dally News.

Most of them are on foct, but some
come driving in carts and in wagons
that are curiously carved and painted
a dark green color, Some of thess wag-

Spain A/ s Bipne liers, which abeolutely cast the tall
The new catapult ean be clamped gplomn hats of the Puritans and
to the top of a turret and the turret “pgaim singers” into the shade,
revolved to shoot the aeroplans Intd' The monstar hats of the time of the
the teeth of tha wind without even smrire were almost as big as “the
turning the wheel of the. vegeel. The Merry Widow” of modern fame, and In
device takes only halt an hour t¢ shape today they were positively
srest. i unique. Men's hats have suffered
g-eat changes since the time of

Postmen Cannot Loiter

HARLES B. MATTHEWS, superin-

tendent of carriers In the Waah-
Ington postoffice, and the man who
originated what Is known as the
“block” system of mall dellvery, a
syatem that has been copled all over
the country, sald today:

“One of the most Intelligent and
tafthful asistants 1 have ls Mike. Mike
is a very humble sort of somebody, so
humble, In fact, that he even hasn't
any other namae.

“Mike Is just an old white horse,
sound of body, clean of Hmb and
brighter in his intelllgence than many
human beings that have been sent to
me for service,

“You can't fool him. When the hotr
for starting on hla route comes and
Ernest Miller, the carrler who owns
him, in full uniform, gets In his seat,
Mike looks first up and them down
the street to see if his road is olear,
being particularly careful to wateh a
little longer to see If au electric car s
about to start on Its way to Alexan-
dria.

Charles, and it {8 more than doubtful
i they will ever again,K become
ornate.

Indeed, save In very remote parts of
Wales where the old women still—
some of them—wear the high-crowned
steeple hat, there lo nothing especially
peculiar about the headgear of the
English peasantry.

When Mike Is on Duty

Statue to Potatoes.

“When I was In Germany last year,”
says & man who travels, “l saw some
people who like potatoes even better

“Once started, he takes in each ho than I do. At any rate, they erect
tel In Ita turn. He will not permi! statues to them, and even if I could
the carrier who goes with him to stoy afford it 1 hardly think 1 should do
on his way, or loiter. If he tries to de that.
g0 Mlke slmply walks on. So when
he arrives at the hotel he allows time erect & monument of this kind, The

for the carrier to take the mall in and upper part consists of a statue of |
get back, and If he does not come Sir Francls Druke, who Introduced the |

back within that time Mlke simply plant into Europe. This, as well as
moves on to his next stop. the pedestal, 18 draped with garlands
“Why, 1 ean send the greenest sut/ of the potato vine, with full- grown tu.
in the office out with Mike and he bers attached.
won't go mstray, If he knows how t¢ On the pedestal, on one slde, is Sir
read the labels on the mall sacks. Francls Drake's name, the second slde
‘He 15 never sick and has never explains what n blessing the potato
lost an hour's time.” has been to mankind, the third re-
cords that the statue Is the gift of &

Much Interest Being Shown in Muskrat Farming

%y | THIS Musk-RAT
FARMG SURE
o BEATS ThE

CCORDING to the snnual report of
the blological survdy recently sub
mitted to Secretary Wilson, the rear.

ing of fur-bearing anlmals In the
United States for theirpelts continues
to be a subject of much Interest,
Skunks, muskrats, minks and foxes
are reared In captivity or on preserves
under control of breeders. The large
prices asked for mature bfick foxes
for breeding purposes have resulted In
confining the Industry in the hands of
a very few. Comparatively few at.

certaln Andrew Frederick of Stras-
burg. The fourth contains the nnmes
of the erectors. A statue similar to
fthis 18 placed In the town of Murz,

tempts have been made to ralse minks and 1 have been told that: there are

In the United States, but experiments
are belug conducted in  eo-operation
with the National Zoologleal park with|
a view to determining the gmu o | Australla Gets Wireless,

cessful methods of rearing these ant| The chaln of wireless stations
mals. Muskrat farming has probably Bround Australasla will in o few
reached its highest point of develop mWmonuths be an accomplished fact, It is
ment on the esstern shore of Mary Sald, and Auetralia, New Zealand and
land. Muskrat marshes are worth the lslands will be In constant touch
more, measured by thelr actual in day and night.  The station at
come, than cultivated farms of like Awanul bay, North Auckland, Is prac-
ncreage In the same vicinity. Only tically In operation already, although
one other animal in the world, the Eu not yet officially taken over by the
ropean rabblt, exceeds the muekrat ip government. The installation, a 30-
the number of skins marketed,

The report also calls attention t¢ with that at Pennant Hills, Sydney,

the experiments for the extermination and with the high power station at|
of pralrie dogs, ground squirrels and Fremantle, will enable Auckland to

gophers that are belng conducted by “speak” to Sydney or Fiji at any
menns of polson baits, traps and oth time. A simlilar Installation Is now in
er methods. It 18 a surprising facl gourse of erectlon at The Bluft, in
that the dally forage of 82 adult prab he south of New Zealand, and there
rie dogs equal that required for  are three supplementary stations in
sheep, and that 250 eat nearly & the dominion.

much as & cow.

[ Chinese River Boats.

"Offenberg was the first elty to

other coples In many small towns."

kilowatt one, compares very favorably |

ons are hooded with either white or
dark blue eap-like covers. From up-
derngath thess hoods peep the smiling
faces of the peasant women, Every
one’gives us a friendly nod and a
cheerful “goos! mornlog.” . The drivers
of the vehicles that overtake us half
stop their teams as they offer us a lift.
But we do ‘not accept the Kind offers,
for the walk Is far too enjoyable this
fine winter morning.
Fond of Blue Colors,

Every man, woman or chilld we meat
I carrying a bakKet, sométimes two,
and & few bundles. The baskets are
(all covered with kerchiefs, many of a
dark blue ground with light blue flow-
ery pattern, or blue and white check.
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and headdresses. The younger. ohil-
‘di'én wear black, hoodlike caps, such
a8’ we seo’ in pictures of the Stugre
period (h England.

, Un work days every one wears
wooden shoes, Only on Sundays do
the wealthier peasant women wenr
leather shoes with great sllver buekies,
the Iatter often andient’ helrlooma of
beautiful workmanship. On this mar
ket day many of the women have
donned thelr Sunday things and are
showink off thelr leather shoes. In
wooden shoes, ‘however, every one
setms Lo be mdre comfortnble nnd we
actually met two or three girls op
bicycles, with thelr wide skirts, eurl
ous caps, wooden shoes and all! And
they deem to get along perfectly wall
on thelr “bikes"” with their wooden
shoes; only, somehow, It seems Incon:
Eruous and a sort of anachronism to
#es such modern things as bicycles on
the old road with {ts people of bygone
nges, as It seems, :
Dress of the Men,

The men also’ still adhere to the
ancient dresa, The trougers do notl
differ much from those we see In
south Holland. A double breasted
walstcoat or 'a short blnck or dark
blue jackel lined with very heavy dark
blue flannel are worn with the ker
chief In dark colors arpund the neck
Théy also carry a gold brooch that is
attached to & kind of collar of white
knitted cotton, on which are worked in
red the name or Initials of the wear
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DISCUSSING
[ The bundles, too, are all wrapped in
{such cloths. Strange, this preference
for dark blue, which also obtalns in
|the dress of all these peasants. The
women wear black skirts, with wide
| plaited overjackets, low at the neck,

Whites on 'Reservations Are as Dry as Poor Lo

HITE men are not to be allowed

to have “booze” while the In-
dwn goes dry on Indian reservatioos,
There 18 not to bo one law for the
red man and another for his white
brother where they dwell together on
the Indians' lands, the Indian bureau
chief declares.

The white man can have readier ae
cegs to the red ink that Is really o
writing fluld and which has proved
palatable and exhilarating, according
to the records, to those who need alk
coholle excitement and find other
sources dried up. And he may slake
his ncguired thirst from the mucllage
battle with greater f(acllity perbapa
These and other devices have been
known to the Indian while seeking
ease for & parched throat

But the white man on an Indian res
ervation from now on may not have
whisky or other alcoholle beverage,
either, for refreshment or Lo cure
his (lls or ne a precaution against ail
ments, even on a physician’s preserip
tion, as long as the ban 18 on the lo-
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dlan. The only Intoxicant not nndul

prohibition remalns the wine Intended
solely for sacramental purposes, to be
brought Into the reservations under
church authority,

Circular No. 695, Indian burean
slgned by Acting Commissioner F
H. Abbott and indorsed by the acting
secretary of the interior, nddressed te
the superintendents of Indian schools
und agencles, directs observance of
the law In strict conformity with iy
letter, It also calls attention to ir
regularities in observance of tho law
that have come to the attention of the
bureau

The rivers of China are notable for Where they show a neck kerchief of
it.he queer unrigged craft that throng | *Potiess white, over which 1s pinned a
| their renches in the nelghborhood of | Dright secarlet flowered overkerchlef.
| towns. The handsomest of these {s DBut the long wide aprons they all wear
i!.ho Hwa Ting, or flower boal. u“,!lnd which entirely cover the skirts,
|of the pretty craft form the resort| %F® dark navy bloe without exception.
or dwelllng place of China's sing-song| ‘The headdress is curlous and con-
girls, while others are held for hire, |#l&ts of many pleces, all of which have
{ a8 are our houseboats and yachts, for | #0me meaning of their own, showing
| pleasure excursions. These are pro-| Whether the wearer is maid, wife or
{ pelled by long oars, or poles, in the | Widow, or whether she is in deep or
| hauds of mervants who tread a nar light tm:uruln:. , HO;t“:?f thtalxmlnen

| wo meot wear close- ng w nee

.:::glhfmsw“ . umruor callco caps, over which Ia tightly
| These river boats are the homes, of- drawn the kerchief, of a bright col-
fices and shops of those whose lives ored flowery pattern on cream ground.
are spent aboard them. Moored along Over this 1s lald & wide gilver band,
the bank with the bow fastened to a 1¥ing close to the neck and coming up
long hawser, extending for perhaps a Over the ears Just above the eyes
| thousand feet up or down the stream, WO Eold spirals aroe fastened that look
| they rise and fall with the tide or like small horns. At the batk, the sil-
with the swell of some passing ¥F headpleces have engraved the in-
steamer, your In and out. They only Itinls of the wearar and are decorated
leave for the time necessary to pur- | With some sprays of lenves or flowers.
| suo gome call of trade {n another part| Althongh not so contly as “'? gold
of the harbor, then return agaln to headpleces of the Holland and Frisian
| fit Into thelr accustomed place. In peasants, these silver ernaments rop-
Canton, alone, the boat eity of China, | resent good values, costing from 36 o
there are sald to be 84,000 of these 40 florins ($14.40 to $16).
| “chop-boats,” as they are called as soon as Ehe reaches the nge of 0f

Every girl, |

:I.ﬂnﬂ ia neawmnted 10 wear theso caps |

er, These brooches are made like
two large buttons, more or less orna
mented with fAligree, and hold the
neck kerchief In place at the throat
A black sllk cap, sometimes with em-
broldered border, complete the cos
tume,

Many of these men carry finely.
chased silver or old brass tobageo
boxes, for they all chew tobaceo.

The tiny boys in thelr dress are ex-
ot counterparts of the men. Bome faw
moen we meet wear very long coats
and high hats. That is &8 mourning
costume, we are told, which custom
requires to be worn on Bunday and
feast doys as n mark of respect for
the dead. :

Few carry umbrallas. They are not
very necessary here, for the clothing
is almost Impervious to rain. It is so
thick and of so satiny a sheen that the
water does not penetrate, but runs off
it an from a duck's back. It Is the
thickness of the materlal and not any
undue number of petticoats that
mukes the women's dress stand out
8o widely around them, and that make
even the long coated jackets of the It-
tla girls stand out ns If they were
whaleboned The workdny jackets of
women and girls have short sleeves:
and only on very cold days do they
wear finely knitted black woven mit
tens over Jthelr bure arms.  But the
Sundny jnckets are long sleeved and
of u sllky breeade appenrance
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