HE busy saws in the mahogany
mill are going day and night

at this season of the year,

There are sensons during which

only one day runs are made, but
the strain Is on just now, and the ms-
chinery never stops. During the 24
hours 60,000 feet of lumber are cut in
the mill. Month after month the ships
come over, at least 20 cargoes & year
coming to anchor bDeside Lhe guawale.
There I8 no such thing as bringing the
logs In ballast. ‘Vhey compose the
ship's entire cargo. A great many
ships mre devoted to this enterprise,
and to them there Is no other object
in life but to get the loge from the
tropleal ports and bring them to New
Orlcans and uniond them and go back
for more. Ten mililon feet a year of
mahogany comes Into New Orleans,
and ls partly manufactured here.

In Mexico, Honduras and Central
America the contractor gives five dol-
lars for a eing'e tree. This s cheap
enough. But It {8 the *expense of get-
ting It out that counts, and that makes
mahogany an expensive lumber. It
staunds deep In the forest In the midst
of an almost (mpenetrable jungle
There are no groves of them—the
trees are seattered, perhaps not more
than two to an acre. It may be that
there {8 no water course at hend on
which the logs mey be floated to the
port. The tree has to be located by
the "hunter” whoss busipess it is to

roam through the forest in search of '

mahogany trees and to blaze a way to
them, so that they may be
again. Then the workmen must

for the purpose the deadly machete,
with which a number of men from this
country made unpleasant acquaintance
along in 1868. The machele turned
Into a pruning hook makes a very ef-
fective weapon, however, and In the
course of time the men get to the tree.

There is no such thing as a forest of
mahogyny. The pine tree loves its own
kind, and never thrives betier than
when planted by nature or by man, one
tree next to the other, over mile after
mile of plain or mountain. Other trees
are found In groves or clumps, seem-
ing to form little settlements within

the woods. The mahcgany tree, how- |

ever, lives by and for itee!f alone. It
stands solitary of its species surround-
ed by the smaller trees and dense un-
dergrowth of the tropleal forest.
Mahogany l& & popular name for the
timber of several uorelsted trees,
among whih are various specles of en-
calyptus of Australie, of myrtles, and
so-called cedars, There is a valley ma-
hogany and a mountaln mahogany In
the Rocky mountalus, neither of which
is the genulne tree. Africa, in addl-
tion to the real, exports also a false
mahogany, and from East India comes
the toona, which often reaches the im-
porter as mahogany, although clearly
belonging to another order of plant
It 8 a Dbeautiful tree, tall and
shapely, with the lowest branches at
least sixty feet from the ground. At
the bottom I8 a huge swelling, after

found |
cut |
thelr laborious way to the tree, using |

the manner of the cypress, and the
tree Is to be cut above that six or
eoight feet from the roots. The first
work to be done is to bulld a platform
around the trunk, so that the cutters
can stand upon it and wield their
axes, In the course of time down
comes the great monarch of the tropi-
oal forest, crashing through the thick
growth around it.

The woihimen Ul I up, cul it low
lengths, and monage to get It hauled
and rolled to the nearest creek. There
it must lle to awalt the floods of the
reiny seamon, which will lift It and
carry it down stream and on to the
ocean port. There the logs are piled
on the beach to walt for a vessel, and
when [t comes are rolled back into the
water and rafted and pulied out to the
ship's slde, always a dangerous under-
taking, for the water is rough. Once
beslde the vessel the derricks are put
to work and the logs mre lifted over
one by one, lowered with mueh d4iffi-
culty into the hold, and when enough
logs have come aboard the vessel is
ready.

It may well be believed that mahog-
any does not claim the respect In its
own land that it does In ours. There
has been much comment on the fact
that it 18 used for rallrosd tles in the

Mahogany Tree In the Forest

lands across the gulf, and this may
well be. An !mmense amount of it is
so far from the cosst and from any
present means of transportation that
it practically is valueless to the owner
of the land, g0 he views the waste of
it with comparative Indifference.
True mahogany is the only specles
of the Swietenia mahogani, and Is dis-
tinctly a native of tropical America,
but oceaslonally small specimens have
been found In southern Florlda, and
a simllar tree, never reaching the
helght of the American relative, how-
ever, has been located in India. This
swietenla has been planted in south-

.| probably not less than 200 years. The

(1.
oroa |

helght of 100 feet The trunk alont
is often BO feet In Jength and 13 feet Ir
diameter, and it divides into so man)
huge arms and throws the shade of its
shining green leaves over so vast ar
extent df surface that & more magnif
cent or more useful cbjeet I8 not to be
met with in the vegetable world. The
precise perfod of its growth is not ae
curately known, but as, when large, It
changes little during the life of man
the time of its arriving at maturity It

name “Swietenia™ was given to mahog
any in bhonor of the celebrated Baror
von Bwieten, physician to Maria Ther
esa. The early Bpanish called the tres
“Cedrela,” & speples not unlike the
mahogany in many respects, and founc
also in about the same natural sur
roundings, but the English mistool
that name for cedar, applying it direct
ly to mahogany, the resuit belng tha
“Spanish cedar' la a term still heare
occasionally or read without true un
derstanding in anclent books of trave
and discovery along the Spanish Maln

Only the best and biggest logs ar
exported; the smaller ones and the
remnants of the sawed timbar are ut!
lized as ordinary lumber on the spo
for the comstruction of houses or tha
decoration of small vessels, #0 (oW
In the tropies there can still be meer
the solld mahogany furniture whicl
originally made the wood so famous.

London is the mahogany ocenter o
the world. Here prices are set anc
the character of wood decided. Beaut)
of grain is, of course, the chief char
neteristic, and that which at once
ranks it above other woods elther foi
constructive or decorative purposes;
gllied to beauty ls figure or pattern
and when the two are combined, ma
hogany then becomes supreme. Sheels
of mahogany of wonderful thinnes:
can be cut from the parent log, witl
very little loas.

Belling mahogany logs by auction I
still the bhabit In vogue In the grea
center—London—of the trade, a cus
tom Inherited from generations of buy
ing and selling. To these principa
markets in England merchants come
from every direction, for the plck o
the forests can always be found there
In fact, the best class of logs frox
tropical America are carried first «
England, many of them sold to manu
facturers In the United Btates, to b«
finally !mported through the Atlantic
seaboard, thus having traveled twict
scross the ocean in their journey from
the forest to the factory,

It is gratifying w know that ther
s no wholesale destruction of the ma
hogany forests. The young timber has
to be preserved. At one time It weas
the law that no tree should be cw
which squared lese than 18 inches—
quite a large tree, as one will notice—
but that has become rather a dead let
ter, and trees smaller than this are
cut every day. Still there {s some eof
fort to preserve the timber, and ever
to do an appreciable amount of refor
egtation, The trees are of very slowm
growth, many of the large trees, it {1
said, bearing evidence of belng at least
1,000 years old, and when thers Is care
lesness or greed in cutting, it mean:
much to the future of the mahogar)
business. L

His Discovery.
Greenjng—Meeker used to boast
that he had a mind of his own, but
he never mentions it any more.
Browning—That's right. Since his
marrisge he has discovered a flaw Ir
the title.”

Talked Himself Out.
Crawford—Isn’t it strange your wife
hasn't spoken to you since the night
you came home late?
Crabshaw—I don't think so. She
sald enough to me then to last s
month.—Smart Set

LIKE CROSSING THE RED SEA

Beemingly Miraculous Occurrencs
Saves a Blind Latter Day lsraelite
From a Bad Ducking.

The hosts of lsmel crossing the
Red Bea encountered mo greater mir
ecle than that which saved a repre
sentative of thelr race a ducking In
Broadway the other day. The Iatter
dny Israelite was hlind. With a stick
be welked slowly past Grace church
Inside Huntington Close a large sized
bose that was for the moment unat-
tended had wriggled ltsell around
nozzle end toward the street and waa
playing & stream of water shoulder
high clear ncross the sidewalk

To avold a shower bath In thelr
good clothes pedestrians had taken to

the middle of the street and when
they finally noticed the blind man’s

epproach to the waterspout they wers
too far away to stop him. Thres steps

away, two steps, one step, then the m}
raculous
& moment the water ceased to flow,

the blind man passed on, them the

stream shot out with renswed foroe

intercession occurred. For

The bystanders caught their breath.
Huntington Close was still deserted
there wns no visible agency respon
sible for the Interruption

“Must have got clogged up for a
minute' somehow,” sald on practical
soul,

“Must have,” the others murmured
but they went away looking very ser
ous indeed.—New York Timea

The Fatal “¥Y.*

Out of loyalty to his own sex the
manager of the woman's sult de
partment discharged the young wom-
an stenographer and hired a man
The first batch of letters dictated to

designed for women of stock figure
such as they possessed, but the malke
stenogrepher had drawn on the alpha
bet and had written It “stocky.”

“No woman on earth would hawve
been guilty of such a mistake,’
growled the manager.

The next week the gir! stenographer
had her job back

Bird Steals Fishermen's Catch,

A party of lce fishermen here ha¢
R most unusual experience with a fisl
bawk the other day. They had caugh
several plckerel which were laid ou
on the lce.

One of the party noticed the grea
bird circling overhead, and suddenl;
it swooped down upon the pile of fish
The bird devoured half a plckers]l I
a flash and was eating ravenously =

ed to pave thelr catch. The bird wa
shooed into the air only to comu
down again and take another flsh ang
make way with it. It s the first in
stance reported in years where th
fishermen had to combat with birds &y
saving thelr catch.—Lakevills Corre
spondence of Boston Giobe.

PRODUCTIVE QUALITIES OF
STANDARD-BRED CHICKENS

Farmer Ts Concerned Chtefly With Table and Egg-Laying
Capabllity of Poulitry Get Away From Dunghill
Idea and Fancy Breeds.

(Br JAMES DRYDEN))

Poultry breeders bave been telling
as for years that the pure-bred poul-
try are the best layers, and this is
echoed and re-echoed every day In
the year by the poultry papers. and
most of ug have come to believe It
But has any one ever been able to
demonstrate by careful experiments
or tests that the pu >breds are bet-
ter layers than the cross-breds or the
ardinary farmyard fowl?

We are apt to tell the farmers
every day tiat they know nothing
about poultry; that they ought to
study up. We tell about this system
and that system, and special pounltry
farms, and tell them to go and do
likewise. But he goes on in his own
{gnorance and producer $600,000,000
worth of poultry and eggs a year
while a certain egg farm produces
$6,000 and a certain “system” pro-
duces §1,600 in one year on a vacant
lot.

The best poultry keeper in the
country is the farmer or the farmer's
wife. 1 have been ashamed a bun-

q:;:

neighbor, and then ure pure-bred
males to grade up bis flock

Fenther Is all right. pure-bred fowls
are all right, but the question 1s, shall
the farmer make feathers ind fancy
points of primary or econdary im-
portance. It is no use talking to the
farmer about fancy points, or about
standard or perfection unless we can
show him that there ia some conoec-
tion between the . and productive
qualities. He is not concerned about
such things. He s concerned about
supplying the market with poultry
and eggs.

If we want to increase pouliry pro-
duction and at the same time help
the farmer to increase his profits, it
seams to me that that is the way to
begin. The country wants eggs and
poultry, and we cannot get these by
bullding on & foundation of feathers
or fancy points. Let the foundation
be of eggs and poultry meat. We can
then bulld a superstructure with
feather trimmings. If we want eggs
let us first get & hen that lays, no mat-
ter what ber color or shaps. Let us

Columblan Wyandotte Pullet. =

dred times In my chicken career that
we who were “educating the farmers”
were ralsing sickly, constitutionally
weak. chickens, and then to go on to &
farm and see running around the
barnyard, without apparent attention
or care, thrifty, robust, lively chlck-
ens. The farmer i{s the best poultry-
man In the country. We are the slave
of the dogma of the feather and the
standard, and the farmer produces
the eggs.

The way to develop the poultry in-
dustry—one way—ls to stop advocat-
ing purebred or standard-bred fowls
for the farmer., The way for the
farmer to increase his profits iz to
get away from the dunghill idea and
to avold fancy-bred fowls, He should
dec.de on the type of fowl to breed
and forget the names of the bresds.
Let him decide, bearing In mind the
conditions of his markets, whether he
wants an egg type or a small fowl; &
meat type, o large fowl; or a general-
purpose or medium-sized fowl, and
then purchase pure-bred males of the
proper type and of good vigor, and
grade up bis flock. The way for the
farmer to start in the poultry business
Is to buy a few crose-bred fowls, or
=ggs from cross-bred fowls from his

study her external characters, and
when we find that certain charactera
or points Indieate the good layer, let
us breed for those characters regard-
lee) of everything else. Then, after
we have developed an egg type and
hate got a sufficlently large flock we
miyy, if we wish, glve some attention
to feathers; but let us adhere strictly
to the egg type and breed for eggs.

We will make slow improvement in
breeding without an egg record for
ench bhen In the flock. This record can
by obtalned ounly by the use of the
trap nest, which s about the best
thing we have yet discovered in the
poultry business. It has opened our
eys and pointed out - clear line of
distinetion between the so-called
standard-bred poultry and prertical
poultry.

Feeding Meat Bones.

If you have a iot of meat bones on
bhand and have no bone mill to grind
them, put them In the stove and burn
them till they can be broken easily
with a hatchet and feed to the hens,
They will be delighted with them and
they will do in pince of mear as weil
a3 being very healthy and tuke the
place of charcoal.

CONSTITUENTS OF GOOD FOOD
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to
the
fat to the animal body.

food and of the body. Mineral matter or ash 1s contained in the bran
make up bone and shel. Proteln ls transformed largely
white of the eggs. Carbohydrates and fats supply heat




