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CHAPTER XXL

Thomas Jefferson Gordon, Bachelor
of Sclence, and one of the six prize-
men In his class, was expected homa
on the first day of July; and It was re-
marked as a colncldence by the eurlous
that Dweer Trace manor-house wus
closed for the summer no more than a
week hefore the return of the Gordon
black shesap,

That Tom was a black sheep, a hops-
less and ineorrigible mocinl Iconoclast
was no longer 8 matter of doubt In the
minds of any. Something may be for-
glven a4 promlsing young man who has
been unhappy enough, or Imprudent
enough, to begin to make hlstory for
himself In the Irresponsible 'teens; but
also the act of oblivion may bLe repeal-
€d. When It became nolsed about that
there were two children Inatend of ona
in the old dog-keeper's cabin In the
glen, Mountaln View avenue was juwtly
Indignant, and even the lenient Gor-
donlans scowled and shook thelr heads
4t the mention of the yoing bLoss
name,

To such an atmosphers of potential
social ostracism Tom returned aller the
final scholastie triumph In Hoston: and
for the firat few days he escaped aa-
phyxlation chlefly hecnuse the affalrs
of Gordon & Gordon and the Chiawasa-
soe Consolldated gave him no time to
test Its quality.

But after the first week he began to
breathe It unmistakably, ©One evening
he ealled on the Farmmsworths; the la-
dies were not at home to himu Tha
next night he saddled Saladin and roda
over to Falrmount; the Misses Harrl-
son were also unable to see him, and
the butler conveyed a deftly-worded In-
timation pointing to future Invisibilities
on the part of hls mistress. The even-
ing belng stlll young, Tom tried Rook-
wood and the Dell, suspliclon settling
intoe conviction when the trim mald-
gervant at the Stanley villa went near
to shutting the door In hia face. At tha
Dell he fared a Ittle better. Thea
Young-Dicksons weére golng out for an
after-dinner call on one of the nelgh-
bors, and Tom met them at the gate ns
he was dlsmounting. There were re-
Ereéls npparently hearty; but In recast-
Ing the Incldent later, Tom rememberced
that It was the hushand who d1d the
talking, and that Mra. Young-Dickson
stood In the shadow of the gate tree,
frigidly silent and with her face avert-
ed,

“Onea more, old boy, and then we'll
quit,” he sald to Baladin at the ra-
mounting, and the final reln-drawing
was at the stone-pllilared gates of Rook
Hill. Agnin the ladles were not st
home, hut Mr, Vancourt Henniker came
out and smoked a cigar with hils cus-
tomer on the plazea. The talk was
polntedly of buslness, and the banker
was urbanely graclous—and mlildly in-
quisitive, Would there be a consollda-
tion of the allled iron Industries of Gor-
donia when the Farleys should return?
Mr. Hennlker thought It would be un-
deninably profitable to all concerned,
and offered his services as financlering
promoter and Intermediary. Would Mr.
Gordon come and talk It over with him
~it the bank?

Tom found his father on the pletur-
erque veranda at Woodlawn when he
reached home. For a time there was
such sllence as stands for communion
between men of one blood, and was the
futher who first hroke 1L

“Ieen out callin', son?" he asked,
mirking the Tuxedo and the white ex-
panse of shirt front.

“No, I reckon not," was the reply,
punctuated by a short laugh. "The ave-
nue scems to be depopulated.”

"So? F hadn't heard of knybody go-

' away” suld Caleb the Hteral
" pald Tom, curtly; and the
ton paused untdl the fron-

gtor said:

“Ardoe thinks a heap o' you, and If
o eould Jest we made out to keop
friom #eitin® go tangled with that gal o'
Tire—" he stopped abruptly, but not
quite soon enough, and: the word was

us the fMick of a whip

on o wound al-

rendy mide raw Ly the abmaslon of the
closed doors,

“Sn that miscrable story has got
around o you at last, has 19" satd
Tom, infine scom, I 31d hope they'd

vou nnd mother”

She's apured yet, s0 far as T know,”
enld the father, with a backward nod
to Indicate the antecedent of the pro-
noun, Followlng which, he sald what
lny uppermost in his mind. “I been al-
lowin® maybe you'd come back this tima
with your head sot on lettin' that gal
alone, son,”

“You've belleved all you've heard,
have you?—condemned me before 1
could say a word In my own defensa?
That's what they've all done”

*1 don't say that, son," Then, with a
note of fatherly yearning In his volea;
“I'm waltin' to hear that word right
now, Buddy—or as much of It as ye
can oy honestly*

“You'll never hear it from me—navor
in thig world or another., Now tell me
who told you!l"

"Why, It's In mighty near ever'body’s
mouth, son!” said Caleb, In mild sur-
prise, “You certain'y dldn't take any
paing to cover It up"

“Didn’t takeany pains? Why shouid

spure

I?" Tom burst out. Aftar which he
tramped heavily to the farther end of
the veranda, glooming over at the
darkened windows of Deer Trace and
letting bitter anger and disappointment
work their will on him, And when he
finaily turnad and tramped back It was
only to say an abrupt “Good-night.”
and to pass Into the house and up to
him room. ]

He thought he was alone in the
moon-lighted dusk of the upper cham-
ber when he closed the door and began
to pace a ragefu]l santry-heat back and
forth between the windows. PBut zil
unknown to him one of the three fell
sisters, sho of the Implscable front and
deep-set, burning eyes, hnd entered
with him to pace evenly as he paced,
and to lay a maddening finger on hls
soul.

Without vowing a vow and confirm-
ing It with an oath, he had partly turn-
ed a new lfe-leaf on the night of heav-
enly eomfort when Ardes had sent him
forth to tramp the plke with her kiss
of aiaterly love stlll caressing him. Be-
yond the nesds of the moment, the re-
oall af Noarman nnd tha Astarmination
to turn his back on the world struggle
for the time being, he had not gone in
that first fervor of the uplifting im-
pulse. But later on thers had bean
other stepa: a growing hunger for suc-
ce#s with self-respect kept whole; n
dulling of the sharp edge of his hatred
for the Farleys; a mellorating of hls
fierce contempt for all the hypocrites,
consclous and subconsclous.

And now * * * With Alecto's
maddaning finger presssd on the soul-
hurt, no man ls responsible, After the
furious storm of upbubbling curses had
gpent Itgelf there wis a little calm, not
of surcease but of vaculty, slnce aven
the cursing voecahulary has it limita-
tions. Then a grouping of words long
forgotten arrayed [tself before him,
Itke the handwriting on the wall of
Belshnzzer's banqueting hall

“When the unclean splrit Is gone out
of a4 man, he walketh through dry
plnces, seeking rest, and findeth none,
Then he salth, I will return Into my
house from whence I came out; and
when he Is comoe, ha findeth It empty,
swept 4and garnished. Then goeth he,
and taketh with himself seven other
apirits more wicked than himself, and
they enter In and dwell there: and the
lnat state of that man |s worse than
the first."

He put his hands before his face to
shut out the slght of the words. Far-
ther on, he felt his way across the
room to stand at the window where he
could look ncross to the gray, shadowy
bulk of the manor-house, to the housc
and to the window of the upper room
which was Ardea's

"They've got me down," he whisper-
ed, as If the words might reach her
ear.  “The devils have come back, Ar-
dea, my love; but you can cast them
out again, If you will. Ah, girl, girl!
Vincent Farley wlill never need you as
I' need you this night!"

CHAPTER XXII

During the first half of the year 1804
with Norman too busy at the pipa
foundry to worry him, and the lron-
master president too deeply engrossed
in matters mechanical, Mr. Henry
Dyckman, still bookkeepor and C-’lshh‘lr
for Chluwassee Consolidated, had fewer
nlghtmares; and by the time he had
been a month in undisputed command
at the general office he had given over
searching for a certaln packet of pa-
pers which had mysterlously disap-
peared from a secret compirtment In
his desk,

Later, when the tlme for the return
of the younger Gordon drow near, there
wna encournging news from Europe
Dyeckman had not falled to Keop the
mails warm with reports of the Gordan

& Gordon success; with urpltgs for
the return of the exiled dynasty: and
late In' Moy he had news of the home-

coming Intention. From that on them
woere alternuting chills and fever. 1r
Calonel Duxbury should arrive and re-
sume the relns of munagement befors
Tom Gordon should reappenr, all might
yet be well, If not—the alternative
impuired the bookkeeper's appetite, and
there were hot nights In Juna when he
slept badly.

When Tom's advent preecaded  the
earllest date named by Mr, Farloy by a
broad fortnight or more, the bookkeep-
er misged other of his meals, und one
night fear and & sharp premonition of
close-pressing disaster lald cold hands
on him; and 9 o'clock found him skulk-
Ing In the great traln shed at the rail-
way statlion, a tlcket to Canada in his
pocket, a goodly sum of the company's
money tightly buckled In a safety-belt
next to his skin—all things ready for
flight save one, the courage requisite
to the final step-taking,

The following morning the promini-
tion became a certainty. In the Gor-
donln mall there was a note from the
younger Gordon, direoting him to coma
to the office of the plpe foundry, bring-
Ing the cash-book and ledger for a year
whose number was written out in let-
ters of fire In the bookkeeper's brain.
He went, again lacking the courage
either to refuse or to disappear, and

| was the direct reply.

fournd Gordon waiting for mim. Thess
were D6 preliminaries

“Ocod-morning, Dyckman* sald the
tyrant, pushing agide the papers oo als
desk “You have brought the booke?
Bit down at that tabls and open the
ledger at the company’s expense ae-
count for the year. I wish to make a
few comparisons,” and he took a thiek
packel of papers from a pigesnhols of

| the small lron safe behind his chalr,

Dyckman wus unbuckiing the shawl-
strap in which he had carried the twe
heavy books, but at tha signifieant
command he deslsted, went swiftly to
the door opening Into the stenograph-
er's room, satisfied himsslf that thers
were no listeners, and resumed his
chalr.

“You have cut out some of the pre-
face, Mr, Gordon; TUll cut out the re-
mainder,” he sald, molstening his dry
lips. "You have the true record of tho
expeanse account In that packnge. I'm
down and out; what ia It you want?"

“l want a wrltten confession of Just
what you did, and what you 414 it for”
Tou'll And Miss

typewriter In the othsr
walt while you put it in

Ackerman's
room; I'll
type

“¥You're not giving me a show, Mr,
Gordon; the poor show o common mur-
derer would have In any eourt 6f law,
You are asking me to conviet mywelt.”

Goldon held up the pucket of papere.

“Hern s vour conviection, Mr. Dyeck-
man—the original leaves taken from
those books when you had them re-
bound. I need your statement of the
facts for qulte another purposs.”

“And If I refuse to make 1t? A oor-
nered rat will fight for hls lte, Mr
Gordon.”

“If you refuse I shall be reluctantly
compelled to hand thess papers over to
our attorneys—reluctantly, I say, he-
cause you can serve me better just now
out of jall than In It.”

"It's an unfair advantage you're tak-
Ing: at the worst, I am only an ncces-
sory. My principals will ba here in a
few days, and -

“Precisely,” was the cold rajolnder,
“It 18 because your prinelpals are com-
Ing home, and because they are not yet
here, that I want your atatement
Obllge me, If you plense; my tima Is
limited this morning.”

There was no help for It, or none ap-
parent to the fear-sgtricken; and for
the twenty succeeding minutes tha
typewriter clicked monotously In the
smull ante-room. Dyekman eould hear
his persecutor pacing the floor of the
private office, and once he found him-
self looking about him for a weapon.
But at the end of the writing Intarval
he was handing the freshly-typed sheat
to a man who was yet alive and un-
hurt

Gordon ant down at his desk to read
I, and agaln the roving eyeés aof the
bookkeeper swaept the Interior of the
larger rooms for the means to an end;
sought and found not.

The eye-search was not fully ocon-
cluded when«Gordon pressed the elec-
trie-button which gummoned the young
man who kept the local hooka of the
Chlnwasseo plant across the way, While
he walted he saw the conclusion of the
eye-search and smiled rather grimly.

“You'll not find It, Dyckman,” he
sald, divining the desperate purpose of
the other; adding, as an after-thought:
“and If you should, you wouldn't have
the courage to use It. That I8 the fa-
tal lnck In your make-up. It Is what
kept you from taking the traln last
nlght with the money belt which you
emptied this morning. You'll never
make a succeasful eriminal; It takes o
good deal more nerve than it does to be
un honest man.”

Hereupon the young man from the
office across the plke came in, &nd
Gordon handed a pen to Dyckman

“I want you to witness Mr. Dyck-
man's slgnnture to this paper, Dillnrd,”
he sald, folding the confession so that
it could not be reand by the witnens;
and when the thing was done, the
voung man appended his noturial at-
testation and went back to his duties.

“Well?" sald Dyckman, when they
were once more alone together.

“That's all," suld Gordon, curtly. "As
long as you are discreet, you nesdn't
lose any sleep over this, If you don't
mind hurrylng & lttle, you can mnke
the 10:40 back to town™

Dyekman restrapped his books and
made a show of hustening, But before
he cloged the office door Lehind him he
hand seen Gordon pluce the typowrltten
sheet, neatly folded, on tup of the thick
pnoket, snapping an elastic band over
(He whole and returning It to Its plg-
vconhiole In the sminll safe,

{To be rontinued.)

Steel Rupersciding Wood,

The substitution of steel for Wotm
goes  steadlly on. Beginning with
January 1, or thereabouts, the Na-
tlonal Lead Company will pack s
white lead In stecl kegs, having de-
cided to abandon the use of wonden
kegs, 'This Innovation 1Is thade be-

panse the compnany hias concluded that
steel kegs will hove many advantages
over the wooden kegs, In the first
place, the steel packnge does not ab-
sorb the ofl from (he lead as porous
wooden packages do, and there s,
therefore, no drylng and caking of
the lead around the edges, making It
pogalble to remove every particle of
white lend easlly from the steel keg.
The new steel kegs also wlll be much
lighter, as well as being stronger than
the waoden ones, and this will effect
a saving In freight rates, Taking up
leas room than the wooden kegs, tho
new steel packages also will save stor-
age space.

One of the most ingenfous French
aviators is trylng out ‘a combined dir
Igible balloon and aeroplane, a clgar
shaped gas bag helping to ralse and
support the machine

VALUE OF MANURE SPREADER

Extremely Profitable Farm Implement
Where Small Number of Stock s
Kept—Figures Prove.

Our experience throughout the coun-
try hos proven that a load of manure
on any farm can be made to cover
twiee ns much ground, and such
ground as {8 covered be made to pro-
duce nearly twice the results that It
would be possible to securs from

hand distribution.

Therefore, a man nesd have but a
very small amount of stock on a for-
ty-nere farm to make n manure
gpreader an extremely paying invest-
ment, even though he bnee the value
of the manure at no more than $1 per
load whan distributed by hond, eave n
writer in an exchange. If o manure
spread costs $75 to $125, we can al
low 10 per cent. for depreciation mnd
7 per cent. for Investment, making a
total of 17 per cent. that the spreader
will cost,

We have scen It demonstrated reo
peatedly and belleve the experimental
gtutions will bear oul our statement
when we gy that a good manure
spreader, by reason of {ta doubling the
area and doubling the results from
the area over hand distribution, will
mnke a load of manure that is worth
$1 distributed by hand worth $4 when
distributed with a good machine. On
this basls, and consldering that no
forty-acre farm under any sort of or-
dinary condltions ought to produce
less than twenty-five loads per annum,
we figure an Increased value of the
manure amounting to $75 as agalnst
an annual spreader cost of $17. This
looks like phenomenal results, but It
Ia the record of careful spreader uses
all over the country, and it is the
fundamental principle that has stood
behind the greatly Increasing spread-
er trade that has been making Itself
falt In the last five years.

Some people may gquestion our state-
ment aa to the large Increase from a
load of manure when properly dis
tributed by a good machine over the
hand distribution, but those who have
trled it and tried It most carefully
wlll agree with us.

FOR THE POULTRY RAISER.

Never allow the laying hens, or in
{net any poultry, to stand around on
damp, cold floors. Straw, chaff, or
lenves are cheap,

Some people say they have had
good succeoss by feeding corn exclu
slyely, but It Is a fact that hens can-
not thrive on this feed alone many
months at a time,

Hed pepper and other stimulating
food may bave a temporary eifect on
the laying efforts of a hen, but It 1s
ke giving whisky to a man. When
the effects wear off they are In a
worse condition than hefore,

Always remember that skim-milk 1s
hard to bent In the feeding ratlon,

Turkeys do better when not con-
fined In close houses, An open shed
fs a very good place for turkeys to
roost, except In cold weather.

Have the poultry house handy to
the barnyard or straw stack. They
will piek up half thelr llving around
such places and keep happy by the
exercise they have In the scratehing

for the Aslatics.

Ronsts for Brahmas or Cochins
ihould not be more than a foot above
ground. Being very hoavy birds, they
cannot easily fly, and It Is better that
they should not ba compelled to,

Some breeders do not allow them to
roost at all, but instend heavily bed
the floor of the pen and allow the
fowls to squat wherever they feel in-
clined:

But In allowing them to roost on the
floor eare should be tuken that there
nre no drafts, which Is often the case
If the doors do not fit tightly.

Lenves or eut straw mike good bed-
ding for such fow!s, and If ench morn-
Ing the dropplngs are collectod the
bipds will do ng well on the foor ar
on the roosts.

Roosts

Brushing Udder Batter Than Washing

Brush the udder well before milk
Ing, but do not wash §t. Foaw milk
mon ean wash a cow's udder at milk.

ing time and dry It thoroughly: enough
i that no Althy molsture will geot in-
to the milk, 1t 18 belter not to have

the udder cleaned at all than to have
the milk flavored with the foul wash
witer. A good brushing will remove
i1l loose Nlith that would be likely to
4ot into the pall.

Milk and Meat.

One pound of nutriment from mill,
can be produced more cheaply than
one pound of nutriment in meut, The
pound of nutriment from milk, how-
eyer, roquires an expenditure of more
labor,

Sheltering the Milk Maker,

The time I8 here when thought
must be glven to the comfort of the
cows |f thelr owners expoect to sleep
with no twinges of conscloence,

Scarcity of Hogs.

In the United States In 1880 there
wers 49,000,000 hogs and 50,000,000
humpns, In 1900 there ware 76,000,
000 humans and only 67,000,000 hogs.

WINTER CARE OF BROOD SOW

Sucoess In Pork Production ls Largely
Affected by Attentlon Glven to
Animal's Health,

Buecess in pork production {8 large
ly affected by the attention given to
the health and comfort of the brood
sow. 8he should always, especlally
In winter, be housed In a warm, com-
fortable place. Preferably this wil)
be a cot well supplied with straw,
nud having s door which swings both
ways, always closing when the sow
passes In or out. This cot may well
be located at some distance from the
feeding place, so that she will get the
neccssary exerclse In running to and

fro,

Her food should consist largely of
bulky foods, such as milk, roots and
clover bey, which will keep her In
good condition without fattening, As
farrowing tme approaches the bulk
should be cut down, less water should
be given, and more protein and olly
feeds should be fed, so us to keep the
sow in a Inxative eondition, She
should be disturbed as little as possl-
bla. If she ls allowed to get nervous
ar excited, the effect mny be seen up-
on the litter, in an excitable tempera-
ment which lessens the rapldity of
their growth,

SEASONABLE S8UGGESTIONS.

(io to the woods or orchard and get
your leaf mold and rich soil for pot
ting the plants when the time comes,

Bon't burn the loose grass from the
lawn and the orchard, but put It in
the comport plle to rot during the
winter.

}:uuu.:uﬁ tha beo and f
any are short of food supply it now
as the Lees do not llke' to take up
syrup after frosty weather comes,

Sell your honey now beforea the
market becomes glutted with that of
the Inte sellers. )

Sow rye for the ducks and hens.
It will make flne green food for a
long time this fall and some will be
left for the early spring.

Pigs that are to be fattened for the
Christmps market should be conflned
now, but not in pens that crowd
them,

In digging the turnlpa don't try to
gt every ong, but lenve a falr sup-
ply for the sheep to browsa on.

T
eolonisa

Fall Feeding of Timothy.

It 18 o good plan to sow timothy In
the fall, even If the ground s to be
sown to clover the next spring. Un-
der the usual system of rotation of
crope it 18 desirable to get a enteh of
some kind of grass to prevent break-
ing the regular rotation, and If the
timothy sced Is sown on the raw
ground with the fall.sown whent, fall-
ure will rarely ocecur, .Even if the
clover falls, the timothy remalns, 1If
there Is a eateh of elover and It makea
n mood crop, the tlmothy helps to
hold It up and prevents as much lodg-
ing as If It were alone. Then, too,
the mixture of the two kinde of
gragses makes o better quallty of hay
then either will if grown alone.

American-Grown Hogs.

The people of the United Btates
have fondneas for bacon and ham and
palt pork and sausngea and spare ribs
and the other delicactes the hog glves.
One-third of all the swine in the world
are In our country, nnd the 47,782,000
head which are here now are worth an
nverage of $0.14 each, or a total of
$426,873,000.

Thera are 6,365,000 fawer hogs
than In 1909, but they are worth $2.50
more per head, the hoga belug valued
at $81,800,000 more than In 1908, de
apite the great decrease in numbar.

Feeding Dalry Calves Profitably,
Young ecalves need whole milk for
the first few doys. The calf should

always have the fArst or eolostrum
milk of the cow, and be allowed to
nurse (he cow until the elghth or

ninth milking, when the milk ls sult-
abile for human food. Feed often with
amnll amounts to aveld overfeeding,
Tenech the ealf to drink and feed
whole milk for at leaat three weeks,
chpnglng to o eklm milk gradually,

Seed Cropa In Demand.

Seed erops of sweeb corn, garden
posa and beans of good quallty are In
ever Inereasing demand, and the gquan-
tity necded yearly has become so

|lnrge that the secdsmin 18 obliged to

have the major portion of his stock
grown for him by othera,

Protection for Trees.
Many fruit and shade trees are lost
annually by belng girdled by rabbits
during the winter months. As that
sonson I8 approaching, 1t would be
waoll for the orchardist to have In
mind gome form of protectlon for his
trege In order to prevent such a loss.

Value of Cultivation,

It hns been nsserted that oultlva-
tlon 18 equal to manuring., In most
cages It 1s of greater lmportance, The
use of the plow, the harrows, the
eultivator, the disk harrow and the
weuMer will produce results most sur-
prising.




