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BRI
TOPICS OF
THE TIMES

A smugzleq necessity becomes sn
expensive luxury when caught.

The Iatest puzzle is to find the
*buried cities” in the Caribbean sea.
P e——— —

Try to do a little work, The report
that the fish are biting is probably a

false alarm.
e - — — — —

Three of the American wars have
had a mortality as high as ihat of
some coal mines.

Pork is getting so high that to he
called & ham these days is really con
sidered a compliment.

—————— — —— -

Another youth has gone wrong un-
dor the influence of dime novels. A
little reading ls still a dangerous
hing.

Life, let it be observed, is not one
grand sweet song for kings and em-
perors. They have to kiss onme an-
other.

It is announced that John D. Rocke-
feller wears a paper vest when he
plays golf. We know mere clerks who
do that.

————— —— —

Why should not the young man's
fancy lightly turn to thoughts of love?
Spring millinery bilis do not embitter
his dreams.

f —————

“We've noticed,” says the St. Louls
Star, “a falllng off in the number of
women who msk: ‘Is my hat on
stralght? " The women must be leav-
fng St. Loula.

p— |

Andrew Carnegle admits that he has
made forty men millionaires, and six-
teen of them have since been divorced.
Andy should have made their wives
the millionaires,

—— ——

~If you wish to live long" says an
eminent nonogenarian, “work hard
and eat no meat” BEven people who
have little moral courage find it con-
venient to adopt this scheme now.

o —————

Meanwhile, it may comfort those
persons who think they have had a
narrow escape to refleet that it will
be seveniy-five years before Halley's
cometl visits this part of the univerze
agaln.

p — — — = -

When King George sald good-by w0
Emperor Willlam at the depot the
German ruler kissed the new king
three times, notwithstanding the fact
that sclentists say whiskers are gen-
erally full of germa.

Discovering that Becretary Wilson's
eook book devotes some space to tell-
fog of the toothsomeness of the musk-
rat when properly cooked, we are con-
stralned to anpounce that we have
lost confidence in that literary pro-
ductlon.

—_————=

A Pennsylvania man remembered
his wife In his will and also the
widow next door, dividing his prop
erty between them, but stipulating
that if elther started a quarrel her
share goes to the other, The vaunted
wisdom of Solomon could have gone
no further than thls.

e — ——

People whose alleged reason for not
golng abroad is that they are afrald
of being seasick In crossing the Eng-
lish channel may be Interested to
know that the Parls-London ‘Trans-
agerian Company hopes to be able to
start a crosschannel service by alr-
ehip between Dover and Calais within
a few months.

There will be sympathy for the aged
Kansan who remarked, when the late
April cold wave made |18 appearance,
“This has been the shortest summer
1 ever knew.” All preconcelved no-
tiops as to what weather was capable
of have been upset by this extrordi-
nary spring. Only by keeping a calen-
dar In plain sight can one tell what
tiie of year it really is.

e ——

Colleges have many problems to face
ir common, but Brown Unlversity has
goe which appears to be peculiar to
fiself. There Is a complaint that the
Yables of Providence, accompanied by
iheir nurses, take possession of the
campus on pleasant days, and use it
as a public playground. The paths
are blocked by baby carrlages, accord-
ing to President Faunce, and the stu-
dents cannoi safely play ball under
the trees, The authorities of the uni-
versity dislike to appear Inhospitable,
but naturally they feel that there is
such a thing as entering upon a col-
lege career too early In life.

Raspberry jam, when eaten at mid-
night with a hatpin, is “galoptious”
uecording to the verdlet of boarding
school girls. General agreement with
this verdict Induced so aciive a de-
mand for raspberries In Scotland that
many small fruit farms were started
a few years ago. Land which was
rented at from five to seven dollars
and a balf an acre in 1900, found ten-

ants at from thirty to fifty dollars an
acre six years later, and the raspber-
ries sold for two hundred dollars &
ton. As from one and a hali to four
tons an acre could be raised, the busi
ness was profitable. But in spite of
the “galoptiousness” of raspberry jam
at midnight and at other times of the
day, the supply soon exceeded Lhe de
mand, and the price fell rapidly, till
last year forty-four doliars a ton was
the market price, and those who had
entered the business late lost theh
money. This Is but another Illustra
tdon of the fatlure of the average man
to act on the rule of tha judleious
who ralse some other ¢rop when every-
body ig raising raspberries, or wheat

or potatoes, or beans, or onlons, or
whatever the fad of the momen!
may be.

Is the tyranoy of the microbe to be
broken? For a good many years
gclentists and pseude-sclentists have
been busy throwling scares into the
community by descanting upon the
dangers that Jurk everywhere from
these microscopie organisms. People
have been warned not to do this and
that, lest the bacteria lying in wait
invade some of their tissues or vis
cera and set up dangerous or fatal
disense conditions. Even klssing has
been placed under the ban by some
doctors, They have gald that bacilll
so small that, llke some of the alleged
devils of the Inferno, a million ol
them can dane upon the point of a
needle, may be transferred by the
meeting of the llps. Thus, If one of
the kissers happened to be diseased,
the healthy one would become inocu:
lgled—or, i both bDappened W be 8
little off the conditlion of perfect
health, the mingling of the atoms
might produce baleful consequences.
But nmow we are assured by an emi
nent Boston physlelan, professor of
Harvard Medical School, that kissing
is a perfectly safe pastime so far as
bacterla are concerned—that the only
possible danger in kissing is from
heart trouble, It is safe to say that
the whole population that has not out
llved the years of romance will join
in hearthy thanks to this learned pro-
fessor. The possible danger from
heart trouble will be to them a negli
gible quantity. Heart trouble i what
many of them are looking for, and if
it ghould prove fatal they would he
in the stae of bliss of the Insect de
scribed by the poet as dylng of a rose
in aromatle pain, Now that the ball
has been started we shall possibly
hear from other good authorities that
other customary dellights need not be
eschewed for fear of microbes. Per
haps the terror of microbes in con-
pectio® with the ordinary every-day

incldents of life will fade away with
the bellet In Salem witcheraft and
other delusions.

ONE-MINUTE WIRELESS,

Men Who Can Fut Up FPorinble Stia-
tlon in That Time.

There is no other country with &
tralned squad of men possessed of ap
paratus which can be taken [rom a
wagon, set up and put In operation
capable of sending a wireless message
twenty-five miles and occupying one
minute and eight seconds only from
the time of command, "Halt, open sta
tion!" to the first buzz of the wireles:
wave-producing spark.

There s more to opening a wireless
statlon tham haullng the apparatus
from the wagon. It means erecting a
mast 40 feet high, spreading for 1560
fest each four-stranded wires which
perform the double purpose of holding
up the mast and of serving as the
antenne of the wireless set, spreading
another smaller get of insulated wire
at the base of the mast for a “ground,”
and connecting the Instruments and
the source of power.

When the first portable wireless was
muade in this country a few years ago
a 60-foot mast was required, demand
ing a complicated system of guys, a
troublesome ground and several hun.
dred feet radius of clear space for the
erection of the station. The writer
well remembers seeing the first tests
of erecting this mast at Fort Myer
Va., and thinking that a hostile force
would have little trouble finding time
to demolish such an outfit during the
three-quarters of an hour it took to get
it in working order—Popular Me
chanlcs.

The Coatless Man.

There s & man named M. V. Osborn
out in Arkansas who Is known as the
contless man because only three times
since hg was married forty-six years
ago has he donned a coat. No matter
what the weather may be he wears
neither coat nor overshirt and believes
hiz health is the better for {1 He
drinks no Intoxlcants and does mnot
smoke, but he has chewed tobacco for
gixty-five years. He Is now 73 and in
perfect health. Another pecullarity of
his lies In his habit of always wearing
& hat. He never takes his hat off ex-
cept to go to bed or when eating with
strangers. Hlis youngest child is less
than 3 years old.

A Ton of Penas.
A ton of steel will make a million
and a half pens.

The biggest llar In this country is
talking of starting a magazine to be

devoted to the Truth,

“Do you know many languages, Miss
Flora?" “Oh, yes. Stamp, flowers
bandkerchief and fan languages.”

“Doctor, 15 It absoluiely necessary t¢
operate on me? “N-no; but it's cus
tomary."

Her Father—Blanche, why doesn't
Mr. Linger go home earlier? Blanche
—I'm why, Dad!

“So he has lost falth in deep breath
ing?" “Yes; it wouldn't Keep his bair
from falling ou."

Pa—DBut, young man, do you think
you can make my little girl happy?
Suftor—Do I? Bay, 1 wish you could
‘s seen her when I proposed.

“What did your wife say when you
stayed out so late last night?* “I
don't know, She hnsn't finighed tell-
ing it to me yet."—Detroit Free Press,

Gentleman (hiring valei)—Then I
understand you have some knowledge
of barbering. You've cut hair, off and
on? Appllcant—Off, sir, but never on

Tommy's Mother—Why aren't you
a good boy, llke Willle Bjones? Tom:
my—Huh! It's easy enough for him
to be good; he's sick most of the time

Teacher—Didn't Jimmy Green help
you to do thig sum? Willle—No'm.
Teacher—Are you sure he didn't? Wil-
lie—He didn't help me; he did it all

“Did yez know thot Casey tuk out
a thousand dollars loife Insurance
only the da-ay before he wuz kilt?"
“Sure! Casey wuz alwa-ays lucky."—
Life.

“You call them a well-matched cou-
ple!” "I certainly do.” “Why, she
is so short and he is so tall!” ‘He
Is very short with her."—Houston
Post.

Father—What! You want to marry
my daughter? “Why, sir, you can’t
support her. I can hardly do it my-
self. Bultor—C-can't we chip in to-
gether?

Young Wife—This dish, dearest, ls
an original composition of my own.
Husband—Well, I should rather, my
pet, that you would cook after the old
masters.

Mrs. Caller—Do you know the wo
man next door well enough to speak
to? Mrs. Subbubs—Well enpugh? 1
knew her too well to speak to—Sat
urday Sunset.

Mrs. Hutton—We are organizing a2
plano club, Mr. Flatleigh. WIill you
join us? Flatleigh—With pleasure,
Mrs. Hutton. What pianist do you
propoge to club firs1?

“What's become of Jakes?' “He's
gone all to pleces.” *“You don't say
go! Nervous prostration?' “No; he
looked for a gas leak with a lighted
candle,"—Baltimore American.

Judge—Why did you burn your barn
down, just after getting it insured?
Farmer—Your honor, a poor man like
me can't afford to have & barn and
insurance, too.—Meggendorfer Bletter.

“Please contribute to our fund to
send a missionary to the cannibals.
“1 won't—I'm a vegetarian and don't
believe in it. Buu I'll send them some
cereals, I you wlish."—Cleveland
Leader,

Hobbs—1 guess the elevator is out
of order. What is that slgn on the
door? Dobbs—The elevator man must
be a bit of a wag. It says, “Please
pardon me for not rising."—Boston
Transeript.

“My good man,” sald the kind old
lady to the ex-convict who had called
begging, “what were you in for?"
“Robbing the guests in & hotel, mum."
“Ah! were you the proprictor or the
head walter?”

Fred—There seems to a lot more
fuss made of Miss A's singing than
Miss K's, and I am sure Miss K has
by far the richer volce. Jack—Ah,
yes; but Miss A has by far the richer
father.—~Boston Courler,

“] see, my man, you have had many
trials” exclaimed a kind hearted old
lady to a tramp, who had called upon
her for assistamce. *“Yes,” replied the
tramp, “and the worst of it there
were o many convictions”

“Sir, I have no home," began the
geedy looking man, “and—" "No
taxes to pay, no rent, no coal bills,
no worry over the rise in milk prices!
Permit me to congratulate you' “I
bave no job and—" “Lucky chap!
No danger of belng fired.” "“But I am
gerlous. I have no money and—"
“No temptation to spend It foolishly
on able-bodied beggars. Why, you're
a veritable chlld of foriune. Good-
day!™

Aa Good as Refused.
“And she refused you?'
“Practically. She sald she would
marry me as soon as I settled down
and went to work at something worth
while."—Chlcago Record-Herald.

The most disgusting liar Is the loaf-
er who claims to be a2 good as an in-
dustrious man

HOME FOR AGED ILLINOIS PYTHIANS AND ORPHANS,

members of the Order and orphaned
Decatur. The home cost §150,000.

repert of the committee on loeation,
ments, The bullding s four stories |
the construction, and it {s fireproof,
accommodate 400 people.

i1linois Knights of Pythias are pardonably proud of their home for aged

chiildren of members, just completed at
In 1906 the Grand Lodge accepted the
Decatur offering the strongest induce-
n height, brick and stone belng used in
An auditorium on the main floor will

One hundred and fifty fnmates can be taken care
of, and the board will construct cottages should the number of Inmates ex-
ceed the capacity of the main building.

FORMER U. 8. TREASURER,
WHO DIED OF APOPLEXY,

Charles Henry Treat, treasurer of
the United Staies under President
Roosevelt, who recently dled of epo
nlexy, was horn in Frankfort, Me
about sixty-elght years ngo. Among
his ancestors were Robert Treat
Paine, a signer of the Declaration of
Independence, and Robert Treai, a
1o0lonial governor of Connecticut. He
was graduated from Dartmouth Col-
lege in 1865, and at once entered busi-
ness with his father and brothers,
who operated a fleet of twenty-eight
vessels engaged in the import and ex-
port trade. In 1888 he was Delaware's
delegate-at-large to the Republican
convention in Chleago and was cred-
fted with solldifying the Delaware
delegation for Benjamin Harrison.

harles H. Treat.

Soon after McKinley's election he was
appointed collector of internal revenuse
for the Wall street district, serving
during the Spanish-American war.

Ont of Tune,

A plano tuner employed by a city
firm was sent to a certain suburb to
tune a piano. He found the Instru-
ment in good condition and not in the
least need of attention. A few days
later the firm recelved a letter from
the owner of the plano, a lady of
musical intention, saying that the plano
had not been properly tuned. It was
no better than before. After recelving
a reprimand from his employer the
hapless tuner made another trip to the
guburbs and again tesied every note,
only to find, a8 before, no fault with
the instrument. This time he told the
lady so.

“Yes,” she sald, it does seem all
right, doesn’t it, when you play on it,
but as soon as I begin to sing It gets
all out of tune again.

_0--. Honest l!uu_._.

Mrs. Youngbride—Mrs. Smlith says
there 18 lots of cream on her milk
bottles every morning. Why I8 there
never any on ours.

The Milkman—I'm too honest, lady,
that's why. 1 fills my bottles so full
that there aln't never no room left for
aream—Woman's Home Companion.

An Inqguirer.

Political Agitator—I say agaln, gen-
tlemen, the socialists are putting in
the thin end of the wedge.

Volca from the Crowd—S8ay, guv'nor,
you wouldn’t 'ave 'em put In the thick
end first, would yer?'—M. A, P,

The doctor who speaks but one lan-
guage may understand many tongues.

Whisky and love mnever affect two

men In exactly the same way.

Tubblng and Rubbling.

A great many people seem to pride
themselves on being well bathed indi-

viduals on the ground that every
morning they jump for a short mo-
meny into a tub of cold water. As
& maiter of fact it Is quite possible to
perform this feat for three hundred
and sixty-five days In the year, and
yet to miss entirely the real purpose
of the dally bath.

The cold plunge or shower is excel-
lent in fis way for those to whom it
' 1s sulted, that Is, for the young and
ithe vigorous, who react perfectly. For
ithese it is Invigorating and stimulat-
{ing. As a cleansing process it I8
hardly enough, because getting clean
|does not mean merely leuing water
'pass over the surface of the body.
To be really clean one must make
(sure that the mllilons of tiny pores,
| by means of which the skin does Its
| work for the physical economy, are
kept cleared of wasts products and In
[gnad working condition.

The skin s one of the most impor-
tant of the scavengers of the system,
but one cannot expect it to do Its
work properly if its myriads of tiny
holes through which it gives off wasie
matier are blocked.

This waste matter is largely given
off In the perspiration, which Is com-
ing through it all the time, whether
senslbly or Insensibly. If this per-
spiration is checked, the waste prod-
ucis are driven into the system, with
the result that the other organs of
'elimination, the kidneys or the bow-
els, are asked to do double duty, and
double duty s not demanded of any
organ long without a bill having to ba
pald somehow, some time.

To keep the skin in perfect working
condition an occasional bath that real-
ly washes it s called for. This bath
should take the form of plenty of
warm water, some good mild soap, &
small brush, and above all a good
rough towel, for the final rub is really
more important than the soap and wa-
ter wash.

The skin 18 renewling liself all the
time, with the result that it is always
glving off minute scales, and it is
these whieh largely serve to block the
pores. Anyone can stand In a good
light with a clean, dry nall brush and
prove this. Ts the brush vigorously
anywhere on the skin and observe the
minuie dry particles that will fly off.
It stands (o reason that a swift
plunge into cold water and a gingerly
dab with a smooth towel are not
enough to properly remove these
scales. In fact, If one were so placed
that It was temporarlly impossible to
get a bath, the skin could be kept
In condition by vigorous dry rubbing,
g0 far as all the purposes of health
demanded.—Youth's Companion,

Of Course Nnt._-

“By the way, Elder Browne, why ia
it that you always address your con-
gregation as ‘brethren,’ and never men-
tlon the women In your sermong?”

“But, my dear madam, the one em-
braces the other.”

“Oh, but, Elder, not in church!"—
Success Magazine,

The Scoffer,

“Here,” solemnly said the Bostonian,
“General Warren fell”

“So?" replied the gentleman from
Chieago, running a speculative eye up
and down the perpendicular of Bun-
ker Hill monument. “Must have been

a swell subject for a moving picture
act."—Puck.
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