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CHAPTER VIIL

The warrant was served on the Har-
courts that morning at slx o'clock.
Out of conslderation for Mrs. Har-
<court, whom her husband claimed wus
delicate, and who really looked nas
fragile as a plece of porcelaln, the
Harcourts were not removed to the jan
but a cordon of sleuths was appointed
to patrol thelr apartments. The hotel
management was sorely wroth, and
tried to Insist upon the departure of
the Harcourts, but Harcourt came
down handsgsomely with an enormous
amount of ensh, and the mollified man-
agement became less censorfous. Ear-
ly that afternoon, Mrs. Harcourt fell
very ill with a seemingly malignant
fever—an outgrowth of their long resl-
dence In India, so her husband sald
There was a brief preliminary hearing
‘at 2:30 In the Harcourt apartments.

“My name is Harold Harcourt, and
I live in the HIl district, In Indla," at-
tested the witness, when called. 1
-am 35 years of age and Lave been mar-
rled to my wife for the past six yeurs,
She is 24, and we hive been traveling
for her health during the past two
years, following the sccldental drown-
ing of our baby son. My wife's mind
has never been perfectly clear since
the harrowing moment when she pulled
our dead son out of the clutches of a
treacherous pool, not fifty feet from
her bedroom window. At the advice of
physlclans, we have gone from country
to country, secking novelty and change,
hoping to restore her to her normal
state. My occupation? Why, I have
none, I recelve a large Income from
Inherited properties, so docs my wife,
and jointly we own several rich dia-
mond mines. We never saw the young
woman, Mlgs Lancey, I bellave her
name |8, at all. [ am positive my wife
never did untll last evening. Why we
should be held like this is Incompre-
hensible to ma. On thiy eard you will
find the names of 4 number of London,
-and Caleutia firms, who will glve vou
any references of me you may desire.

“The night of the murder of Corisse
Wayne we were In Mlwaukee as our
hotel biils and receipts will show. The
following afternoon late we arrived and
went to the Directory Hotel. That
evening I was trying to explain to my
wife some changes 1 was contemplat-
ing In my Indlan estate and was
sketehing the plans with the {dea of
keeping her amused, as she had bean
particularly fretful and nervous all
+day. The room wns close, and Insuf-
ferable with the smell of steam pipes,
#0 we had raised the window wide and
flung high the shade. I drew out my
wallet to gét a memorandum and In
doing o pulled out by accldent a Httle
photograph of my wife that I always
carry with me, and some Important
passports. The wind sent the curtaln
fiving and whisked thess papers out
©f my hand. 1 hurrled to the window
and saw them light on an opposite fire
escape and trled to recover them. As
the hotel clerk has probably told you
the papers were notrecovered.”

“Now, I trust, gentlemen, that my
wife and I will be allowed to proceed
without any further reference or en-
tanglement In this most undesirable
affalr"

“Wasn't there a letter dropped out
of vour wallet?" asked Larry Morrls,
stepping forward. “If you please, I'd
llke to sulimit two exhibits In evi-
dence” He produced the pleture and
the letter that had been fished from
the fire eseape and procecded to relate
how they had been acquired,

Harcourt's face flushed with pleas-
ore at sight of the photogrnph. Whan
the letter was handed to him he paled,
whether with fright or with anger, was
indistinguishable,

“This Is an Insult,” he hissed.

“What's your wife's name, Mr. Har-
court?' asked the court

*My wife? Her name? Mrs. Har-
wourt, of course,"

“Her first name?

“Narcisse,"

“Did you ever pee this
fore?

The hotel reglaster was brought Into
the room, and n8 expert testimony
went to the effect that the signature on
the register tallled with the conforma-
tion of the writing not only on the let.
ter that had been plecked up In the
court-room, but with those found In
the Wayne death chamber, Mr. Har-
court was requested to make coples of
the doecuments and hand them to the
court. He did this with great trepida-
tion, but the results were very unlike
the originals.

A movement was begun to prove that
Mr. Harcourt had palnfully disguised
his writing and the matter was thrown
to the experts agaln,

The man's garter Johnny Johnson
had plecked up In the Closet of Mrs.
Wayne's room, and a second one, only
too plainly ita mate, In the same gold
emerald and amethyst deslgn, marked
with the initial “H,"” that he had found
inside the threshold of the Flanders
house at 94 Brlarsweet phce, were
shown to Harcourt. He disowned there

letter be-

emphatically and declared he
never seen elther of them before.

Larry Morris, sworn next, told of the
the reasons for Betty's visiting the
Harcourt apartments—dlsplaying sev-
eral photographs and sketches that
had been made of the late Mrs. Wayne,
remarking on the great similarity be-
tween the appearances of the two
women, and begging the court to see
for itself,

With Harcourt indignantly fuming,
a comparison between the living wom-
an and the photograph was made. Mra,
Harcourt wns in a comatose stats and
us she lny prostrate on the wide bed,
death pale and with her halr half un-
bound, the Inquest of the preceding day
rose llke a mirage! The quick and
the dead seemed one.

Harcourt was bound over till the fall
term of eounrt

against his wife,

bad
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CHAPTER IX

When, two days later, Mr. Henry D.
Franz, of Franz, Doubleday & Co.,
Bankers, 8an Francisco, Californis, ar-
rived, the Wayne murder mystery and
the unaccountable disappearince of
Betty Lansey wera still in a chaotle
und unsolveable stnte. Likewlse the
Man-Aperilla. His going was like his
coming—unseen by man, unknown and
ill untraceable. Hamley Hackleys, too,
the strange - lesses of 94 Brinrsweet
place, was not to be found. The mill.t-
man, who claimed he had been pald for
& month's wares In advance, continued
to leave a dally allowance of milk and
cream on the back stoop, and the accu-
mulation of bottles on the Flanders
doorstep was waxing large, Cables
from London brought word that Hack-
leye was a younger son of the lata Sir
Walter Hackleye; that for four Years
past he had been conducting tropleal
explorations, and that he was PORSCHE~
ed of an Immense private fortune. The
Immediate family, an aged mother and
widowed slster, and two brothers, both
unmarried, lived in England for years,
and had heard nothing of Hamley that
bore upon his life with any degree of
definiteness, Ho was a bookish sort of
fellow; Imaginative and fond of origi-
nzl research, qulet, and of no bad hab-
its so far as they knew, agreed all re-
ports. No photographs of him since
he was a plump little codger of six
were to be had. A copy of one of these
80 ran the message, was belng made In
London, and would be forwarded Im-
mediately upon completion.

Johnny Johnson felt that he had
drawn & blank In his sleuthing expedi-
tion through the house at 94 Briar-
sweet Place, where the death chember
visitor had vanished. The rooms smell-
ed musty and the house bore the stamp
of the unoccupled save for several
suits of clothes, wearing the Imprint
of a Pleadilly tallor, hanging in the
closet of one of the bedrooms. These
must have fitted a man of medium
helght and bulld, There were no per-
gsonal memoranda sround, and to all
Intents the house was the same as
when Attorney Fianders had Jet it,
nearly o week previous. The garter
Johnny had found on the threshold
was a woelful aggravation.

“If the owner had only lost one of
them." sollloguized Johnny, “I might
have traced him by matching the palr.
As It 1s now, there's no chanee at all!"™

Mr, Franz, who was a plump little
German, & shade too well-tallored, a
whit too urbane, hnd fetched with him
a picture of Cerisse Wayne that tallled
exactly with the portralt that had
blown from Hartourt's window, That
the same negutlve had permitted both
prints was manifest.

Then they led him into the presence
of Mrs, Harcourt. She was sitting In
the shadow of the window wrapped In
o wadded gown of poppy red silk. She
was very listless and had not spoken a
word for hours. Harcourt declared that
this had been her wont at Intervals
since the death of the baby.

They sent Franx Into the room a lit-
tle ahend of his escort. “Mrs. Wayne,"
ejaculated the banker, letting fall his
little black valise. “Why, they told
me you were dead!"™

He advanced 4 few steps, and reach-
ed forth his hand, but the moment he
glimpsed Mrs. Harcourt's eyes he drop-
ped his outstretched arm and stepped
back.

“It—Is—it—Is—not—the—Same,” he
murmured, studying closely the face
and figure before him, Mrs. Harcourt
dropped her eyes In a terrifled fash-
fon and ralsed them again to find the
soft, calm gaze of Phillp Hartley fixed
steadily upon her. For a full moment
she looked sharply, composedly at
Hartley, then from hlm to her hus-
band, and then again to Frans. Spring-
ing from her chalr, with the terror of a
ehtld, she flung aslde her wrappings,
and throwing herself upon Hartley,
clung to him, screaming:

“Oh, can’t you save me from them;
save me, take me away; they kill me
with those awful drugs!"

Franz paled and turned his horri-
fled guze out of the window.

“The dellrium again!® eried Han
court. “Poor girl, poor girL”

Harcourt strove to tiake his wife
awny, but she would nol loosa her
Erasp upon the arm of the reporter,
and there was no gaulnsaying the clusp
of those cold and taudy interlocked
fingers.

Hartley, the tender, coaxed the
frightened woman Into the bedroom,
and despite Harcourt's expostulations
sent for & doctor, Harcourt swore they
would kill her and declared himseif a
better man of medicine than half the
practitlioners In the town, Every time
he appronched his wife, however, she
broke Into frightful sereams, and kept
her eyes constantly averted from her
husband's gaze, The sight of Franz
appeared to have broken soms chaln,
have forged some lnk in her mind
that bore directly upon this mystery—
unfolding mystery.

While they anticipated the doctor
the examination of Henry Franz went
on. It was disappolnting In Its in In-
definlteness of result.

But the body of Cerisse Wayne had
been taken from the vault where it lay
pending identification by Mr. Franz,
so from Mrs, Harcourt's rooms they
led bim to the body. Then the coffin
1id was loosened and the shrouded fig-
ure of the dead woman was revealed.
Bhe wns more the Image of Mrs. Har-
court than Mrs. Harcourt herself. For
Mrs. Harcourt, when they left her, was
sunk In a deadly coma, and the livor
of death seemed reflected on her coun-
tenance, Cerisse Wayne lay thers,
calm, qulet and all at ease, llke sleep-

ing marble.
"Wonderful, wonderful! The Illke-
ness," Franz. Jia

commented Mr.
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corpee closely and sald slowly:

“l am positive that this ls the wom-
an that our firm knew as Cerlsas
Wayne,. Who the woman at the Di-
rectory Hotel may be, the woman who
80 closely resembles ser, I cannot say
All T know of Mra, Wayne 18 that her
deposits with us have been coming,
as I wrote you, for some time, When
we had notice of her death we delay-
ed opening her safety deposit box till
we had a court order, Within we found
the most gorgeous collections of jewels
{maginable—here are photographs of
them—necklnces, stomachers, all of
them trinkets for the adorning of
woman. Also copies concerning trans-
fers of various property Interests In
Central Afriea, particularly In the re-
glons mapped as unexplored. Beveral
of these make mention, Indefinitely, of
diamond mines of great valus, appar-
ently. One typewritten letter was in
the box, addressed to Mrs. Wayne and

signed, ‘Your Fond Father' Here Is a
copy of It"
“My Dear Daughter—It Is with

Ereat despailr that I urge upon you
agaln, the necessity for finding your
brother Francls, and securing from
him the route to the Tlougaley Mines,
He ls the only living soul who has this
knowledge., His refusal to divulge the
information to me 18 but another
proof of his unnatural and unfilinl at-
titude, I must insist that you find
Francls and make him tell you the lo-
cation of the loat flelds. Cease seeking
your will o' the wisp ldeal—your fool-
Ish love. Find Francls Instead and
having found him return home to
Hackleye as poon as possible. He Is
growing uncontrollably jealous of you,
and not only threatening your lifs, but
mine, and that of the children, too.
They are both well, but Paula has had
much trouble with her throat since the
rains began. I'm afrald she will never
be well In this cllmate. Do not mis-
understand me. Hackleye Is where
you eannot trifle with him any longer,
and the demands on our moneys have
been so great that unless we get hold
of the new flelds, we wlill be poyerty-
stricken at the end of the year., I wish
you would quit your gaming. 1 do not
mean less wealthy, mind you, but prac-
tically poor., Reflect what this moeans.
Cerisse, seck out Francls, find him if
possible, and by all means make him
draw you a chart or map of those fa-
mous and almost forgotten flelds, Take
eare of yoursell, my daughter. With
much love,
*Your Fond Old Father,”

*That straightens it all out for us
nicely now,” chattered Hank Smith's
volce on the alr., “"Hamley Hackleye
I8 Cerisse Wayne's husband, and
Wayne must have been her malden
name. Evidently she dldn't love Hack-
leye, and she ran away to love some-
body else and to find her brother Fran-
els, and to learn about those diamond
mines, Now If the whole bunch of them
lHyved In Africa, I'd belleve that the
Man-Aperilla is a trained ape, & sort of
body servant that followed along after
the husband. He traced her hers to
the Desterlo house, leased the Flunders
home, and then called on her surreptl-
tlously., I don't belleve Hubby ever
went to murder his little wife, but they
got Into a famlly row becausa Wifle
didn't want to go home with Hubby,

‘and In the fracas that followed wifle

got the worst of It, and, by the way"—
here Hanl's volee sank to a whisper—
1 wonder If she really was dead or
only drugged? And have any of you
notleed the glmilarity between the
names ‘Hamley Hackley' and ‘Harold
Harcourt?' "

*You reason llke & woman, Hank,”
growled Larry Morrls. “You're cone
tradlotory from the start.”

“Perhaps.”

(To be continued.)

Obvious.
“That new clerk hasn't any more
backbone than s rubber ball.”
“In that case It ought to be easy to
bounce him."—S8t. Louls Star,

Teeth of the Cat and Dog.

A full-grown cat has 30 teeth, while
& dog has 42

Plan for Feed-Hox,
The fllustration of a feed box Is
self-explanatory, and with the follow-
Ing list of dimensions should be easv

to build: The legs are made from
4x4's 14 Inches on the Ligh side, saw-
ing a bevel at one end of 12 lnches;
the sides are 2x12 fnches: the length
of the box Is 8 feet. T e bottom I8
made by jolning seven common floor
boards, generzlly using fence flooring
clear of knots as possible. The best
way to lay the bottom Is to take
16-foot fence boards, laying the two
end 2x4 cross pleces ¢ lnches from
the end. Across the center lay two
other 8 Inches apart, sawing the bot-
tom In two to make the bottoms for
two boxes, The 2x¢ across the center,
which I8 used for supporting the cen-
ter of the bottom, should be made of
hard wood. Clamps go around this
2x4 and over the top of the box. Use
a 16-inch elamp, such as commonly
used for bullding hay racks; Dbore

through the 2x4, place the clamp bot-
tom slde up over the side of the box
and draw it up tight The lower edge

FEED BOX.

of the 2x12 used for sldes should be
planed to a bevel to mateh the bottom
of the bhox.

For feeding meal it would be well
to place a corn erib strip 1x4 inches
around the top of the box. This will
prevent the wind from blowing the
meal out, as It projects over on the
inslde 2 Inches.

Teeth Should Be Examined.

A great many of the troubles of the
horse come when the owner thinks he
{s treating him the best in winter
when there Ils llttle work and the
horse {s turned out to pasture, or to
an alfalfa stack. There are a num-
ber of points to keep In mind when
disposing of the horse for the winter,
says a Colorado bulletin.

First of these |s the condition of his
teeth. Remember, (I he has been llv-
ing largely on chop feed, or other
grain that requires little mastlication,
that his teeth may not be In condition
to handle the roughage of the pasture
or the poor quality of hay which I8
usually fed to horses that are not
working. He may be parrot-mouthed
and not able to bite off the grass.

The teeth should by all means be
examined by a wveterlnarian, {f the
owner is Incapable. Rough feed must
be well chewed before it ean be prop-
erly digested.

Reducing the Ment BIlL,

In many American families meat |s
eaten two or three times a day; In
such cases the slmplest way of reduc
ing the meat bill would very likely be
to cut down the amount used, elther
by serving It less often or by using
legs at a time, Deficlency of protzin
need not be feared when one good
meat dish a day s served, especlally
if such nitrogenous materlals as eggs,
mlilk, cheese and beans are used In-
stead. In Jocalitles where fish can be
obtalned fresh and cheap, It might
well be more frequently substituted
for meat for the sake of variety as
well ns economy. Ingenlous cooks
have ways of “extending the flavor”
of meat; that {8, of comblning a small
quantity with other materials to make
a large dlsh, as in meat pies, stews,
and simliar dishes,

Properly Braced Corner Post,
The ordinary braces set in line with
the wires do not prevent the corner
post from leaning. A brace set {n the
direction that a post would lean, or
a stay wire In the opposite direction,

Tt

BRACING FOR THE.CORNER POST,

are elther effective, but both are un-
desirable, The two posts on each
elde of and neéarest to the corner post
should be braced, as shown in the cut.
A wire should run from the top of one
post to the bottom of the other to
tighten the brace, which will throw
the straln on flve posts instead of one,
—C. C. Ormsbee, In Farm and Home.

A New Dip for Cattle,
Thé Oklahoma State Board of Agri-
oulture has adopted a new dipplng so-
lutlon for cattle. The crude oll meth.

od bas been abandoned on account of
its often Injurlous effect on steers,

All cattle shipped in from Texas must
be dipped in order to keep out Texas
fever by killing the ticks, which earry

the disease, The mew dip Is an arsen-
lcal solution, much cheaper than the
crude oll, just as effective and less In-
iurfous. It Is made by bolllng 10
pounds of commercinl arsenfe, 24
pounds of sal soda and 1 gallon of
pine tar in 40 gallons of water. It I8

then Inerensed to 50 gallons by adding
water, and this solution ls enough for
450 gallons of water when mixed with
it. The cost ls about a cent a gallon,
ar about 25 cents per ateer in dipping.
The only danger from the use of this
dip s that a steer might accidentally
swallow some of the solution, a quart
of which would cause death.

How Much Seed to Sow,

The question of the proper amount
of seed to sow Is never seitled, Two
and one-half bushels of average oals,
sown broadcast, are not too many on

average land, average sgeasons; and
about one-hdlf bushel less when
drilled In, 1s looked upon as about

right by most oat growers.

Many good farmers differ, however,
on this, many thinking a peck will
bring as good or better results. There
are varletles of onts with a very Iarge
berry which would have to be In-
creased to get the same number of
plants to the pere that the very small
berry oats would give. Still, as a
rule, a large vigorous seed will pro-
duce a large vigorous plant and this
would need more room than a smaller
one. The season and soll make con-
slderable dlfference, too, with the
amount of seed. Pasturing grain
with sheep or other light stock, tends
to thicken It, also to shorten the straw
and to prevent lodging, though it fre-
quently adds to the length of time for
ripening, When there Is danger of
oats lodging, thick seeding tends (o
prevent |t.

A Novel Insect Cnteher,

Only people who have had crops or
plants destroyed by Insects can appre-
clate what a pest these little things
are, Always except-
Ing, of course, the
vietims of the vora-
clous mosquito. In
the country all
sorts of homely de-
vices are used to
catch the bugs and
kill them, and an Ore-
gon man, who prob-
ably had hls apple
orchard overrun by some destructive
specles, patented a trap for the pests.
A barrel has pleces cut out of the up-
per portion and s half filled with rot-
ten or brulsed apples or some other
odoriferous frult. On top of the barrel
s placed a pan partlally filled with
water, oll or some polsonous liquid.
From the apex of a tripod that keepa
the basin from falllng off the barrel
hangs a lantern. In the daytime the
insects wlll be attracted by the odor
of the frult, and In fiylng up to feast
muony of them are Iikely to iy into the
water. At night the lantern 1s lghted
and bugs will come from afar to flut-
ter againgt It and meet their death In
the Hguid below.

Hints About, the Farm,
Refill the salt box In the pasture.

Give the horses n bran mash twice
A week.

A good swing stanchion is not un
comfortable to the cow.

Gratifying the appetite adds great
Iy to the thrift of the flock.

No ups and downs In care and feed,
but keeplng everlastingly at it

Set the strawberries In rows four
feet apart and two feet in the row,

Avold extremes In everylhing.

Money Invested In land cannot ens
ily be lost.

If the pump bucket leaks, take It to
town with you. The tinner will fix
it while you walt.

The plan of hay farming with chem.
feals has its attractions, especlally for
the oldish man, who desires to get rid
of the care of llve stock, and to cut
down his labor outgo to the lowest
possible amount,

Milk from unhealthy cows Is not
safe to use and only cows In good
health‘can make profitable use of the
food given them. The herd should be
inspected at regular Intervals by a
competent veterinarian,

A garden of an acre, well tended,
will produce vegetables enough to sup-
ply an ordinary famlly year In and
year out, as well us to feed a flock ot
fowls whose eggs may be traded “for
groceriea at any country store.

The man who puts the finest pro-
ducts on the market Is the one who
reaps the bountiful rewards., Be sure
your products are In the most accept
able condition before marketing It
there 18 a desire to win new custome
(1 8
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