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) CHAPTER VI.—{Continned.)

‘That's what I'm trylng to do,” re-
plled Johnny., “I'm attempting to find
out how that man got in. Here it is.
Beo

His finger had touched the spring,
for the baseboard, which was at least
two fest high, suddenly split and
swung discordantly back, reveallng n
Bquare hole and a clumslly constructed
panel opening directly Into the house
next door! This bullding was lower
than the Desterle home, for while the
hole in the baseboard ran from  the
floor In the Desterle house, It was
merely elghteen Inches or less below
the celling of the room into which the
excited group was gazing. Well fur-
nished, lined with books, and i{llumi-
nated by a green shaded reading lamp
on a low table, the room apparently
served as a library. Portraits of high-
chokered, uncomfortable - looking
wintesmen fAlled the niches between the
book enses, and on the Cuoor beneath
the trap door rested a bronse plaque,
very slgnificantly the size of tha trap-
door.

“What do you know about that?”
asked Johnny, narrating the appear-
ance and disappearance of the stran-
ger.

Buocause he was the smallest of them
all, Johnny was delegated to ereep
through the hole and investigate the
adjoining houss. The others divided
into relays and began another branch
of the dlequisition.

“Say, Farley, go telephone my paper
about this, will you?" begged Johnny
fn & whisper. "“They're long on ex-
tras up there, you know, and they
might want to get one out on this
Honest, boys, I can't say I much
in for making this twelve-foot desper-
ado dive for life before bt, but I guess
it's so long. Put the panal back; 1
think you'd better,” and he swung
down through the trapdoor.

Meanwhile the firat relny went out-
slde to reconnolter. The block was
a crowded one with the houses stand-
ing shoulder to shoulder, as closaly na
masons might put them. Midway In
the block the name of the street chang-
ed from Ramikin tgrrace to Briar-
sweet place. The Desterle houss was
§6 Ramlkin terrace, and the housa in-
to which Johnny had disappeared was
94 Briarsweet place, Twenty years
previous the street had been a fash-
fonable thoroughfare, but it had grad-
uvally become relegated to the second
best, with respectable boarding houses
of the variety usually ecatalogued nas
“shabhy genteel” BSome of the old
houses had been remodeled Into flats,
and in only a few were the owners
now reslding. Of these the major part
were those sentimental women who,
long after thelr families are married
and gone away, still cling to the old
home that walcomed them In thelr days
of bridal Joys and happy youth, or of
the conservative set now pushed out
of the lead of the processlon of fash-
fonable soclety by the Influx of the
newer and faster ldeas of life and liv-
ing.

Buch a family had long tenanted 54
Briarsweet place The owner, Mark
8. Flanders, was one of the few old-
styvle lawyers who are fortunate to
have husbanded thelr acquired compe-
tence before the lean years of age and
Oslerization have descended upon them.
One of the first settlers in the town,
the Flanders resldence had at one time
been the admiration and the eye-
widener of the country over, but of
late, and especlally since the death of
Flanders' wife, both the old mansion
and the old lnwyer had been reckoned
among the hopeless by the ultra-smart
sot.

Flanders had always borne a repu-
tation for the hlghest Integrity ind
greatest personnl honor. He had even
managed to keep his record while
gerving his city two terms as Mayor.
That the bricks and stone of the sup-
posedly well-bred Flanders mansion
should have opened up surreptitious
entrances to the plebelan boarding
house next dor seemed Incredible, es-
pecially In connection with & murder,

Liberal usages of telephones and di-
rectories ellcited the Information that
¥Flanders had salled quletly and unher-
alded for Europe a week previoualy.
Gorln got Dunw!ddy, Flanders' partner,
on the wire and asked him about it.
Dunwliddy was out of sorts at the call.
The clock showed 4:30 a. m. and Dun-
widdy was in the most delectable di-
vision of his early morning snooze.

* #Yes, yes," he shouted over the tele-
phone, “this ls Thomas Dunwiddy,
Fianders' partner. Who are you and
what do you want at this disgraceful
hour of the morning? An Assoclated
Preas man? Wall, you've got Impu-
dence to get . man up at this hour of
the morning! Flanders may be Impli-
cated In the Wayno murder? Non-
sense! Where |8 Flanders? Minding
his own buainess, where you ought to
be. 1 don't know anything about him.
He sailed for Europe the 15th and I
hope he's there by now. A panel out
through botween the closet and his
bBouse?! Dear me, that ls unfortunate.

*

Come to recall it now, Mr. Flanders let
lils house for the season just before he
left. 1 did not see the tenant, but have
the leases om flle, I think the man's
name {s Hamley Hackleye, and I don't
know anything about him except that
he {8 an Englishman who has lived In
the tropica. Now, my dear sir, I beg of
you to keep the Flanders name out of
Any afllllation with this unfortunate
affalr, if you possibly can. You under-
stand me, of course. Yes, I suppose
¥ou may see the leasas, but you must
be careful what moves you make, in-
ternational complications, you know,
and all that. Good-by.”

Gorin whistled as he hung up the
recelver, and repeated over and over
agein the name “Hamley Hackleye"

“Humph,” he sald, and dropped an-
other nickel in the telephone slot, as
he gave the call, to direct his offics to
cable London and find out if they could
discover anything about Mr. Hackleye.

A very carelul exleinal gxaminntion
of the promises at 94 Briarsweet Place
wins mode. There was a small back
yard, grass lald, and neat and digni-
fled, with a few tulips a-bloom nlong
the path that led to the primly latticed
back gate. The shades all over the
house were closely drawn and there
was no Indication of Johnny nor any
any other sign of life any place at all
about, A quart of milk mnd a small
bottle of oream had been left on the
back steps, and a morning paper blown
by the wind rotated between the porch
and the back walk

“Uxtry, Uxtry,” shrieked a newshoy
on the sldewalk. There was the scrape
of opening windows along the street
from adjacent houses and many a tou-
sled head and nightrobed figure cau-
tlously shielding ita deficlencles of com-
fumes by deftly balanced window
shades and draperies bld In the smelly
sheets as the gamin added his theill-
Ing climax.

“All about the escape of the dread-
ful monster, the man-aperilln, from |ta
cage In the park."

Gorin leaped the fence and made for
the lad. The extra was principally a
matter of headlines glaring and Ink-
smutted, chronlcling the escape of the
unknown beast, appended to the news
atories that had gone through the ear-
ller editions.

“Whew!"™ whistled Gorin, “this looks
pretiy badl Nlee men, I must say.”

CHAFPTER VIIL

Frankel apd Sothern went down the
hall from Betty Lancey's room after
the clerk and his companion, who was
8o excitedly seeking the papers that
had blown out of the window and &
couple of bell boys.

“We'll go right down through the
bar, it's the quickeat,” they overheard
the clerk say as the couple passed to
awalt the elevator, The two newspa-
per men 1mn down to the next floor,
caught the ear at the second Ianding
and rode to the first floor with the
clerk and his plainly exclted compan-
lon.

The bar was closed and while one
clerk procured the keys for entrance
Frankel covertly watched the man,
und Bothern nonchalantly strolled over
to the clerk behind the desk.

“Who s that man? he querled. *“I
don't mean the little Jew, but the dark,
handsome fellow there? He has such
a beautiful wife, looks ke & woman 1
knew In Parls once”

“So?" asked the clerk. “They have
been here at frequent Intervals this
last year or two, Don't know much
about them, except that his name Is
Harcourt—Harold Harcourt—and they
nlways register from Indla. They've
got cash to burn.™

“What's the matter with him now?"
questioned Sothern. The clerk laugh-
ed.

“Oh, I don't know,” he answered.
“He came bustling down here awhile
ryo shouting about some doouments
t.at had blown out-of his window and
it on ths fire escape opposite, He
wanted somebody to go up and help
him get out on the fire escapa Tore
around as if he was afire.”

“He was orazy, too supplemented
one of the bell boys, “Old lady In E22
where he went to get out of the win-
dow wouldn't unlock the door to let us
at the fire escape. Don‘t blame her,
but her hubby made her come to the
poratch and let us in, and she was the
tickledest when the papers were gone.
They's golng down in the court now, to
hunt them up."

Frankel by now had Jolned the
clerk at the door of the bar and was
enjoying that functlonary's attempta
to make the key yleld In the lock.

“What's on?" he asked, carelesaly, “a
riot or a rald?"

“Nothing at all, alr, private busi-
ness, private business only," Interrupt-
ed Harcourt, with the alr of glving
Frankel his conge.

Frankel, however, refused to acoept
such a gratulty and followed the two
men, and the several bell boys, one
with & pocket light and the others
with various boxes of matches through
the darkened barrcom. The glasses

and mirrors and decanters gleameq |°

dully In the half-light and the tiled
floors were slippery with recent serub-
bing. The door that opened upon the
tourt was heavily chalned, barred and
bolted, but It swung wide nt last and
Harcourt clutching the pocket light
from the grasp of Its bearer flared It
Into every corner and crevice of the
clean cemented rectangle

“Nothing here, sir, nothing here,”
commented the clerk, *“What was the
nature of the papers, If you please?"

Harcourt's face was livid. He rum-
pled hia thick halr nerveusly with his
long white fingers, oblivious of all his
surroundings. At the third repetition
of the Interrogation he roused from
his stupor and remarked:

“A pleture of my wife, & very valu-
able hand-made print, one 1 prize for
Its associantions as much as for its In-
trinslc worth, and some extremely !m-
portant passports. I would not have
lost them for half a million dollars.”

The bell boys poked around In a de-
sultory fashlon Into imaginary crev-
lcea that did not exist. The clerk led
the wny back to the office and Har-
court absently met the clalms of the
buttons upon his pockets.

“Excuse me, Mr, Harcourt" sald a
hoy &t his elbow, “but I guess you'd
bettar hurry back upstairs to your
wife, Bhe just sent n call down that
& strange young woman had run In
thére and sald she was sick, and that
we'd better send someone up to take
care of her”™

Harcourt thanked the boy and made
for the elevator with all speed. Soth-
ern and Frankel Instinotively flashed
to each other with thelr eyes the one
word:

“Betty!* -

“Think I'll go up and soce If Betty
needs any help,” suggested Sothern;
"you'd Yotter stny Aown hers, Frankel,
and see what you can skirmish up.”

Sothern made his way back to the
“E" floor cautiously. He went to Bet-
ty's room and knocked on the door, It
flew quletly ajar and he was greeted
with a chorus of:

"What'd you get, Betty ™

“'Tisn't Betty,” grinned Sothern;
“Ian't she here?"

“No, haven't seen anything of her
sinea you left but her shoes, that she's
kicked off there” sald Hank Smith.

"8he must have found a vein,” add-
ed Larry Morria,

“Moat likely a veln found her,” add-
ed Sothern, narrating the experiences
of below stalrs, “Let's walk around
that way and see”

At the bend In the corridor Larry's
feet entangled themselves In something
soft. He stooped and picked It up,
and gingerly spread It out to the light.
It was a woman's shirtwalst of white
linen with a little blue stripe, and the
monogram “B. L." heavily embroldered
on the slesve,

“Betty Lancey's walst,” cried Soth-
ern. "“Where I8 Betty 2"

“I'm going to find out,” retorted Lar-
ry. Together they all strode In to Har-
court's door, It was open and from
within sounded the angered tones of a
woman's decldedly nasal volee.

“Are you sure you wosn't dreaming ™
came the words, “what eould have he-
come of the girl? If she was hers,
how dl1d she get away so quick? Espe-
clally If she was slck!”

“SBhe wasn't slck” replied Harcourt.
"She must have been a thlef, trying to
impose herself on my wife's confidence.
Well, as she's gone now, my good
woman, you can go, too, There's noth-
ing here for you to do."

“No,” burst In Larry, whose worry
over Detty was now at fever heat,
“but there's something here for you to
do. That girl Is a friend of mine, and
if there's uny harm come to her, you'll
suffer for it. Here |s her shirtwalst—
It's been torn off her body—dlo you sea
that—and where's she? Look nt that
blood! Bhe started out half an hour
ago to come over here and speak to
Your wife, and she hasn't beeh seen
since, but we find thia garment of hers,
blood-stained and kicked Into the cor-
nor at the foot of the corrlidor. What
have you done with its wearer?”

Mrs, Harcourt, still in the silker
negligee and the dlamonds, flung her
hands wearlly behind her head, beni

llke an overwelghted reed, and pnssed
beyond Into her dressing room.

“This s an outrage, an outrage”
stormed Harcourt. “At this hour of
the morning to Interrupt a guest of the
house In this wanton fashlon! You'll
pay for these Insults!"™

“Perhaps,” sald Larry Morris, "and
In the meanwhile If you or your wifs
attempt to leave this hotel till we have
found Betty Lancey, you'll find your-
self face to face with & warrant that
will land you In jall, charglng you
with elther her murder or her abdue-
tlon. Do you understand me, Mr, Huar-
court?

“Oh, say, Larry,” hinted: Hank Bmith,
“don't you think you're going too far?
A man has his rights, you know."

“Indeed 1 know,"” =ald Larry, "and
that's why I'm guing to find Betty.
This matter doesn't look stralght to
me. Where's Frankel gone, anywny 1"

“Don't know. Nothing modre doing
to-nlght for me” announced Hartley.
‘I'm going home and to bed, boys.
Good-by."”

“Here, t0o," chimed In & chorus. But
Larry Morris was sllent. He left the
boys at the corner, then sought out
and dug from thelr slumbers an ofMelul
or two whom he knew well, and swore
oul a warrant agalnst the Harcourts,
charging them with abduction of Betty
Lancey with Intent to kill}

“Don't care If 1 g0 down the road
for it,” he told himself. “You can't
tell me something hasn't happened to
Betty. I can seem to feel her calling
to me, there's an Instinet telis me she's
in fearful trouble. Hello, what's this

another extra. S0 that beast got
out, did it? Wonder where ® went

tol*
(To be continued.)

Bridge Grafting.
Where trees are found girdled in
the spring, the only method of saving

them Is by the practice of what 18
known as bridgegrafting.

If young trees be girdled in late
spring just as growth is hegioning,
thoy may be successfully treated by
binding about the wounduwd parts a
heavy covering of smooth, tenaclous,
soft clay. It ls eafer, however, to In-
sert a few long scions, as shown In
the accompanying picture. The sap
circulation of the tree, cut off by the
wound made by the rodents, {s re
sumed through the sclons, which be-
come & part of the tree—enlarging
and growing together until, in after
years, only a slight enlargement or
“bulge” on the trunk of the tree thus
treated will be noticeable.

In  bridge-grafting the wounds
should be made clean and smooth with

4 sharp knife and covered entirely
with grafting wax. The selons should
be cut & trifla lopger than the span
to be bridged, so that, when they are
Inserted, thelr curving form will tend
to keep them firmly fixed im position.
The two ends of the sclons are cut to
a thin wedge form. Incislons are
made in the bark with a narrow chisal
—those above the wound sloping up
ward and those below sloping down-
ward. Insert the sclons firmly and
wax h avily and securely all wounds
made In the operation, especial care
Leing exorcised to press the wax firm-
iy and neatly about the points of un-
lon of aclons with the body of the
tree.

The Usefal Silo.

The silo 18 & text which ls always
inspiring to the man who knows s
vialue and It cannot be preached from
too often, writes 8, C. Miller, Wher-
ever It Is seen it denotes farming,
It solves the ptroblem of turning Into
the highest efficlency that portion of
the corn crop which falls to reach the
desired maturity as feed. The sllo
can be filled at less expense than the
eamo amount of dry feed can be cared
for and It makes better feed. This
is, after all, the maln point to con-
slder. Dalrymen have learned that
when cows are kept In the stable for
five to seven months they cannot re-
turn as satlsfactory profits If they are
confined to a ration of dry feed alone.
Enellage glvea succulence and s very
much easler to masticate and digest
than dry corn fodder. There s nlso
a great saving of labor In feeding en-
gllage, over feeding dry corn fodder.
The Inltlal expense keeps many a silo
from decorating the landscape, but
it ia good practice to economize In
ather directlions to provide for Lt. Once
tmilt and rightly bullt It will not have
‘o be renewed for many yeuars, &0 the
onst Is spread out so thinly that It
ruts no great figure In the business
of feeding.

Carlng a Halter Dreaker,

Whenever I have a horsas that
breaks his halter by pulling at the
manger | take a small rope, puss it
around his tall and through loops on
o glrth at either side, then on through

the rings at elther side of the halter
and fasten the two ends to the manger
ring. When the horse pulls on the

balter It produces such unexpected re-
sulta that he soon stops this bad hab-
It,—A Benson, in Farm and Home,

Incubnators and Drooders.

The only way to ralse chickens in
large numbers In a short space of time
and have them at the right time to
Bet l!}a biggest prices for them s to
uge Ilncubators and brooders, By the
uge of the hen for hatehing and brood-
Ing, enough chickens can not be ralsed
In a season to make It pay. Many of
my customers tell me thet they would
rather take care of 100 chlcks In a
brooder than to care for one old hen
ana her brood. You can set as many
eggs In & medlum-sized Incubator as
you can put under ten sitting hens
With the machines you have absolute

control at all times, No llce to fight.
No danger of eggs belng brokem or
chilled during Incubation. Eggs and
chicks perfectly safe at all times. No
work at all compared with the work
that ten fussy old hens would cause
you,—Agricultural Epltomlist,

Renting a Farm,

The following is from the Almanac
and Encyclopedia for 1910, published
by the International Harvester Com-
pany:

“The greatest risk Is always on the
lundlord’s slde In the rental of prop-
erty. He 1 putting his property Into
the possesslon and care of another,
who may be a person of doubtful util-
ity. It la well to observe thess rules
and cautions: Do not trust to a ver-
bal lease—Ilet It be In writing, signed
and sealed, Its stipulations then be-
come commands and can be enforced,
Lot It be signed in duplicate, so that
each party may have an original.

“Be careful in selecting your tenant.
There s more In the man than there
Is In the bond. Insert such covenants
a8 to repalrs, manner of use, and in
restraint of waste as the clrcum-
stances call for. As to particular stip-
latlons examine leases drawn by thoss
whe have had long experlence In rent-
ing farms, and adopt such as mest
your case. There should be covenants
against assigning and underletting.

“If the tepant ls of doubtful respon-
a!bllity, make the rent payable in In-
stallments. A covenant t the crops
shall remain In the lessor’s till the
lessee’'s contracts with him have been
fulfiled 1s valld against the lessee's
creditors. In the ordinary ease of
renting farms on shares the courts
will treat the erops as the joint prop
erty of lord and tenant, and thus pro
tect the former's rights. Hvery lease
should contaln stipulations for forfelt:
ure and re-entry in case of non-payp
ment or breach of any covenants.

Fresh Manure,

Authorities say that fresh manurs
loses In the process of decay from 20
to 70 per cent of Its original weight
Some tests conducted by the Cornell
Experiment Statlon showed that twe
tons of horse manure exposed in &
pile for five months lost 67 per cent of
Ita gross welght, 60 per cent of Its
nitrogen, 47 per cent of Iits potash
Five tons of cow manure exposed fo
the same length of tims In a compact
pile lost, through leaching and dissl
pation of gases, 49 per cent Im gross
welght, 41 per cent of Its nitrogen
18 per cent of Its phoaphorle acld and
& per cent of Its potash.

A ton of average fresh horse ma-
nure from animals fed on ordinary
balanced ratlon, contalns about 1M
pounds potash, .

Conerete Platform for Clatern,

Make a square box of 2x10-inch stuft,
any size you want the platform. Six
feot square {8 a nlce wslze. Cut out
the pleces as shown In the cut so Lhe
frame will fit the crown of the cls
tern. Clean off all the earth and old
matter. Set the frame level and about
two Inches lower than the clstern

curb. This will give fall sufclent to
lead all water away from the pump.
Make a mixture of cement and sand
or gravel. Mix all together, dry, then
add water to make a stiff mortar.
Pack In the form and smooth off with
a stralght-edged Loard, Run a seam
from each corner to the crown to
prevent cracking.—Denver Post,

Cost of Feed,

Durlng an experlment In Cornell
Universlty a few years ago the aver-
dge fesd cost for egge throughout the
year was about 9 cents per dozen.
Other experimenters glve the cost of
eggs In winter at 16 cents per dozen
and In summer 8% cents.. Under the
pregent prices of feed eggs would cost
about 12 cents per dozen, but it must
be remembered that on the farm the
hen pleks up the most part of her lv-
ing from the waste material that Ia
scattered over the farm, so that the
cost of a dozen egga s a very small
item of cash outlay.

Hints About the Farm,

All cows that are wéak, extremely
thin and coughlng must bs removed
from the herd.

Let the sheep glean over the graln
and cornflelds if the land Is free from
burs and cockles.

Palls, cans, stralners, coolers and
every other utensil that comes In con-
tact with the milk should be washed
and sterilized.

Farmers who have glven cowpeas a
falr trinl have almost Invariably con.
tinued thelr use along with thelr
other staple crops.

Frequent plowing will gave a larger
average crop with nn equal amount of
fertilizer; but It mosts mora to pro-
duce and Is more work to harvest,

With good grass land It {s consid-
ered that the plan of moderate top
dressing with chemlcals bringe a largs
er Incoma for the labor employed than
any other sytem of management




