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YRUS HALL M'CORMICE, son of Rebert McCormick and Mary
Anna Hall, was born at Walnut Grove, Rock Ridge County,
Vi, one hundred years ago. His father, farmer and lnventor,
wus of revolutionury stock, His greatgrandfather was an In-
dinn fighter In Peonsylvania, On his father's farm of 1,800
ncres young MceCormick was equipped for the struggle which
was tlually to make bhim the foremost manufacturer of the

He learned the rodiments In o Hitle field schoolbouse. With his fa-

world.
ther and brother ke worked with his hands ln the farm carpenter shop and

smithy,
row,

He hammerad Iron and shaped wood.

Ile cared for horses nnd cattle,
Robert MeCormick, the father, had fashioned a hemp brake, a clover
huller, n bellows, a threshing machine and had essayed a reaplng wachine,
which, however, proved Impracticable, s ambition to perfect a reaper amd
his disappolntment In pot achleving was an incentive to the hoy who early
displayed un Juventive ability which, In his case, may be attributed to both
heredity and environment, At the age of 15 young MeCormlek Invented a
gradn eradie. At 21 he patented a hillslde plow, Two vears Inter he built
A sell-shurpenlng plow and during the same twelvemonth was working on the
detalls of hls masterplece.

The nesd of o miachine to replace the slekle and tht scythe had Leen
recogiized by other thuo the MeCormicks, The Royal Agricultural Sodety
of Great Brituln had offered n prize for the lnventlon of such n deviee. In
this country Obed Hussey, a seqmoan of Noantucket, wag In 18353 granted the

Ie held the plow In the fur-
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i nt fur a yi.ul:-..: gl I we JUals :-r:nu', i
MeCormick had with his own hunds fashloned every part of a4 reaping ma-
chine, which he extibited to nelghbors in Virglnia,  His pgtent was not tnken
out untll 1884,

AL the age of 36 McCormick started on horsebnck for the West, lu
whose developinent he was to play so greal o part. From the hills of Vi
ginfu hee rode 1o the praleles of Wuols. g prophetie vislon saw the sun-
burned. greass blossom nto fields of golden gealy.  His Imaglnation was fired
by the thought of the time to come when the tralls wonld he maln traveled
ronds, when the isolated clearings of the ploteers would bhecome great eitlos,
when (he hum of witer wheels would be heawd along the banks of the
strenms. e antleipated the thue when the wheat flelds of the State of his
chiofee should be known throughout the world. 1le forecast the day when
the pltiful ery for brend by ihe starving hordes of the Old World would be
ligard In the land of plenty und the answer returned in ship londs of wheat
and flour. He had fuith to belleve thal great industrinl communities would
be born and men and women and eblldren enme to people the wonderful
land,  In all this waos the bright partleular star of his hope and falth and

belng—the reaper he had Invented, In which he belfeved and which he de-

termined to force into unlversal use,

Aul hig dream ecame true,

Mp. McCormlek loeated I Chleugo a full-grown man, snys the Hecord-
Herald, nnd within ten yeass the MceCormlok reaper wis known In every

part of the country. At the world’'s fa

Ir in Loudon In 1851 the "Grand Coun-

cll Medul” was awarded to MeCormick, and, although the London Times hod

at first ridiculed Lls fnventlon as n

“cross between an Astley charlot, a

wheelbarrow and a fiylng machine,” It later conceded that “the MeCormlek

reaper Is worth the whole cost of the

exposition.”

Ten years thiat brought prosperity and fame were not without strife. A
consistent Indlvidualist, Mr, MeCormlek would ‘never brook competition. As
other men cume forward with similar nventlons, the agricultural machinery

worlid became n seene of buttle,

brought together warring nterests of

For years seores of lnwyers were enginged
In court by the warring harvester kings. Bitter rivalry developed.
nomie advantages of comination, (he

The eco-
waslefnlness of competition, however,
the post and welded them Into a grent

harvester company. with an output of 700,000 harvesting machines g year,
il revenue of FTEM00,000, a capltal of £120,000,000, an army of 70000 em-
ployes, n squnre mile of factorfes, tracknge of 12000 cars at lts 100 ware
houses and slx busy raflroads of its own,

BEAUTY OF NEW SOCIAL CABINET

™Mrs. ALBERT
AXIN

The begury of the Mes, Tuft's soclal
eabinet  will e Mes. Albert  Akin,
dnughter of Attorney Genernl Wicker-
sham.  Mre, Akln, whose home s In
New York Clty, is noted ws one of
the most beautiful women of theyoung-
er set.  Her mother, the wife of the
new  Attorney General, Is expected to
b one of the new soclnl leaders of the
eapltal nnd Mrs, Akin will nssist the
Wickersham houseliold In the recep-
tions nnd entertalnments, Mrs, Taft,
It 18 sald, also will enlist the services
of Mrs. Akin in soclal activities,

We often hear this statement made;
“There ought to be something done!™
Well, we should say so!

Don't stay up all night because you
can't learn it all in one day.

PLANT GUARDIANS,

Ants Which Savagely Defend a Tree
in South Americon,

Ant defenders of plants and trecs
are some of nature's pretty marvels.
The cecropla adenopus Is n remarkable
tree of south Brazll swidely distributed
(through the troples. Its slendor tranf
Is crowned with long leaves at the ends

lof the branches.
I A few active ants ron continually
along the branches nml the legves, bnt
I the tree 1s shiken slghtly an army
[of ants rush out by small apertures
|ready for a savage assanlt on the In-
Vtruder,  The ant is the terrible guar-
{dlan that the tree has vetalned to pro-
teet it from §8 most fermidable eneny,
the lenf cutter ant.

The defenders rarely leave thelr re-
treat, where they live on smull whitish
ege shaped bodles about onetwelfth of
an ineh long, known ns Mueller's cor-
pusecles.  These nre formed of delleate
tissue, vich in protelds and oll, ng ra-
tlons for the garrison of defender ants
to feed upon. The curlous arrange-
ment by which entrance 18 made to the
hollow sfem has been studied by W,
Sehlmper,

Just nbove the point of Insertion of
each leaf extends nearly to the sn-
perfor node n superfieial groove, ot
whose end 18 n rounded  depression,
"l‘hr-w the tissue Is thin, lke a dig-
| phiragm In o tabe, and It also 18 soft.
The hole by which the ant enters is
anlwuys plerced at this spol. The ants
secin to have made -thelr  entrance
through the groove originally because
it wus at the top. In the course of
this plant's further development nat-
ural gelectlon angmented these natueal
advantages so that finnlly the thin,
feail dinphragm s it exlsts to-day wig
developsd,

What She Wanted to See,

Engllsh Clergyman—And when you
arrive In London, my dear lady. don't
fall to sce St. 'aul's and Westminster
Abbey.

Falr Amerlcan—You bet, 1'll rattle
those off sure; but what I've been
hankering to see, ever sluce T was knee-
high to a grasshopper, 18 the Church
of England.

DOK'TS BY THE BABY,

These Rules Should Be Strictly Fol-
lowed by All Concerned,

All pewly born bables who desire to
have & copy of the following on & card
to hang around thelr necks cun obtaln
one free by applying to this office :

Don't handle me more than Is neces-
BATY.

Don't put into my mouth, to stop me
from crylng, an old plece of rubber to
suck. It Is about the worst hablt 1
can get Into.

Don't let any relatives see me.

Don't take me up, strain me to your
breast, walk the floor with me, dance
before me ke a wild Indlan shaking
8 horrible rattle, or talk gibberlsh to
me when T have a crying spell, There
may he something serious the matter
with me, but this isn't going to help,

When I push nway my bottle, don't
force me to feed. [ know when It ls
necessary for me to ent anything.

Don't take me to the circus, prayer
meeting, or to spend the (ay at the
seashore. I'm not so old or so fool-
proof a8 you are,

Dgn't kiss me,
your own slze.

Don't show yoar nnxlety abont me
when In my presence, I haven't any
too much confidence In myself,

Dan't be ton prowd of my unnaturnl
brightness. Tt may be a form of de
generiey,

Don't tell anybody that T am only a
Iittle antmnl,  Let them guess It for
themeselves,

Don't thke my tempernture or send
lor the doctor on e slightest 'royo-
cation,

Don't let the lNght strike Into my
“eyes,

Don't rock me to sleep, Remomber
that the hand that pocks the cradle I8

ruled by the biby.—Lippincott's Maga
zine,

Take some one of

“1s she making him a good wife?
“Well, not exactly; but she's making
him & good husband.” =

Johnny—The camel can go elght
days without water—Freddy—=So could
I, if ma would let me.

Dyer—DId his widow succeed In
breaking his will? Duell—Yes: long
before he dled.—Plelk-Me-Up.

“She sald she'd marry me If I felt
the same way a year from then.” "Did
you?" “Yes; but toward another girl,”

Belle—I wish the Lord had made me
& man. Nellie—Perhaps he has, only
you haven't found him yet.—Cleveland
Leader.

Hotel Clerk—Do you want a room
with a bath? Unele Hiram—Wa-al no;
I don’t calculate I'll be here Saturday
night—Princeton Tiger.

“Did the wedding go off smoothly?”
“About' as smoothly as such affairs
always go off. The only hiteh that
occurred was when the palr stood up
to be united.”

“How o you ever get on so well
with your wife? Don't you ever have
any differences of opinfon?" “Of conrse
we do. Hut 1 don't let her know 1t."—
Cleveland lLeader.

Captain—Do you see that captain on
the bridge flve milea away? Tar—Ay,
ay, slr. Captaln—Let him have one
of those 12 inch shells in the eye. Tar
—Which eye, sir?—Ally Sloper.

Little Mary sat seriously thinking
out some hard problem, when she re-
marked, “Grandma, 1 don't know vet
which 1'll be, n nurse, or a storekeeper,
or get marrled, and be nothing.”

Johnny—They're makin'
out o cement now'days. Dickey—I
don't mind that o much, but If maw
ever gets a palr o' cement slippers I'm
going' to run away!—Chicago Tribune.

"I'm getting out a line of common-
sense footwear for women." “Do wom-
en want common-sense footwear?"
“They'll want mine, I've added an ex-
tra inch to the heels."—Washington
Herald,

“I see the wireless 'phone Is a fall-
ure,” he sald. “I'm glad of it,"” replied
hig wife, “Just think of the remarks
you make when Central irrltates you,
and those floating aronnd in space for
any amateur to plok up.

Mr. Simple—1 see that this here
piano-playin® Paderewski has got the
rheumatism in his hand so0 he ¢an’t
play. Mrs. Bimple—Then why don’t
he uge one of these mechanical planos?
—Cleveland Plain Dealer.

“Is June the favorite month for mar-
ringes out here, too,'” nsked the New
York Indy. I don't think so," replled
the Chicago woman; “I've been mar-
rled slx times In other months, and
only twice In June”—Yonkers States-
man.

“Now," sald ihe magistrate, “you
must testlfy only to what you know,
no hearsay evidence. Understand?”
“Yes, slr,” replled the femunle witness.
“Your name 1s Mary Bright, I belleve.
Now, what's you age?” “I won't tell
you. I have only hearsay evidence on
that point."—Cathollc Standard and
Times,
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Quaint and Curious. s
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Mnatthew Huckinger.

Of all the Imperfect beings brought
Into the world, few can challenge, for
mental and acquired endowments, any-
thing like a comparison to vie with
this truly extraordinary little man.
Matthew RBuckinger was a natlve of
Nuremberg, In Germany, where he was
born June 2, 1674, without hands, feet,
legs or thighs; in short, he was little
more than the trunk of a man, saving
two excrescences growing from the
shoulder blades, more resembling fins
of a fish than arms of & mon. He was
the lnst of nine chi'dren, by one father
and mother, viz, eight sons and one
daughter; after arriving at the nge of
maturity, from the slngularity of his
cuse and the extroordinary abilities he
possessed, he atteacted the notlee and
attention of all persons, of whatever
rank In lfe, to whom he was occaslon:
ally ntroduced.

It does not appear, by any aceount
extant, that hils parents exhibited him
at any time for purposes of emolu-
ment, but that the whole of bis time
must have Leen employed in study and
practice, to sitain the wonderful per-
fection he arvived at In deawing, and
his performance on varfous musienl in-
struments ; he played the flute, bag-

MATTHEW BUCKINGER,

plpe, duletmer and trompet, not in the
manner of general amateurs, but in the
style of a finlshed master. He like-
wlse possessid great mechanleal pow-
ers, and concelved the design of con-
structing machines to play on all sorts
of musieal Instruments.

If Nature played the nigeard in one
respect with bim she amply repatd the
deficloncy by endowments that those
blessed with perfect llmbs could sel-
dom achleve, He greatly distingnished
hlmself by beautitul writlng, drawing
coats of arms, sketches,of portrilts,
history, landseapes, ete,, most of which
were executed o Indlan lnk, with n
pen, emulating In perfection the finest
and most flnished engraving. He was
well skil'ed In most games of chance,
nor could the most experienced gnmés-
ter or Juggler obtaln the least advan-
tuge at any tricks or gnme with cards
or dlee. e used to perform befora
company. to whom he was exhibitiod,
varlons tricks with cups and balls,
corn, and living birds: and conld play
at skittles aud nineping with great dex-
terity ; shave himself with perfoct ease,
and do many other things equally suy-
prising In a person so deflclent and
mutllated by Nature. Ills writlngs and
sketches of figures, landscapes, ete.
were by no means uncommon, though
curlous; It belng eustomary with most
persons who went to see him to pur-
¢hase something or other of hig per-
formance; and as he was always em-
ployed In writing or drawing, he ear-
rled on a very successful trade, which,
together with the money he obtained
by exhiblting himself, enabled him to
support himself and famlly in a very
genteel manner. DBuckinger was mar-
riad four times and had eleven ehil-
dren, viz., one by his first wife, three
by his second, six by his third and one
by his last. Tle dled in 1722,

Blacking Heels,

“The ordinary bootblack,” sald the
woman who has had much experlence,
“does not know how to polish a wo-
man's shoes. He thinks if he puts a
brilllant shine on the ‘oes and slaps
e thin coat of dull blacking over all
the othier parts of the shoes he has
done a perfect job, because that is the
way he blackens men's ghoes) but that
will not suffice at all for women's
shoes, They should be evenly polish-
ed all over.

“The front part of a man's shoes Ig
all that ever shows, but when a woman
crogses the street or goes up or down
stairs or steps on or off a car or into
an auto or a carrlage her whole ghoe
is likely to show, and nothing looks
wore than solled heels or dingy strips
up the back of a woman's boots, A
woman who eares to be well groomed
is extremely particular about the trim-
ness of her heels and ankles, but 1t

to glve that part of her shoes suffi-
clent attention, although she pays him
extra.”

almosat 1 Impossible to get a bootblacik !

SOMETHING FOR EVERYBODY

The Korean tallor pastes his seams
together,

One Amsterdam factory alone cuts
4,000,000 diamonds every year,

In China an overtalkative wife may
be divorced on that charge alone.

The bollers of the turbiner Maure-
tania, placed end to end, would meas-
ure 547 feet in length,

A meteorite that welghs 682 pounds
has just been brought from Cripple
Creek, Colo., and placed In the Amer.
lean Museum of Natural History in
New York City.

Last year more wheat went to Eu.
rope from the port of Montreal than
from New York and all other Atlantic
seaports combined. Yet Montreal s
a comparatively long distance from
the ocean proper and 260 miles from
the nearest salt water.

The little King of Uganda 18 an in-
telligent boy, 11 years old. now be-
ing educated by an English tutor. The
fact that he {8 a keen football player
Is itself o good sign that he has been
trained on right lines—My visit to
Uganda, by Bishop J. E. Hine.

There are three cathedrals at Men-
go, Uganda, all on neighboring hills.
The Mengo cathedral of 8t Paul,
Church of England. has a congrega-
tion of 4,000, The other cathedrals
are Roman Catholic, one English, the
other German, both large Bulldings.

In Constantinople a few better class
women are “feeling thelr way” in re-
gard to dress, but like all ploneers
they suffer for thelr cause. If the
customary heavy black veil s thinner,
If the halr has an appearance of be-
Ing puffed out beneath its covering, If
the rich silk mantle Is cut to show
the slender form or more mafure
curves of its wearer, she Is fmmedi-
ately an object of much attention and
remark from Turk and Christlan,

No eity has a happler name than
Ispahan-—the ‘“rendezvous.,” When
visited by the traveler Chardin, In the
early part of the eighteenth century,
It contained 173 mosques, forty-elght
colleges, 1,500 caravansaries and 273
public baths. But the Afghans, the
local vandals, who did not care for
bathing, destroyed the aqueducts and
slaughtered the bathers. In the mat-
ter of great public squares Ispahan
can easlly outrival any European city.
The Meydan, or great square, Is a
third of a mile in length and about
half thit breadth. It was once encle-
vled by a canal bordered by fine trees,
but these have long since vanished
along with the canal.

The proceedings in a libel action
now belng heard in the Berlin courts
are causing a sensation in medical cir-
cles, The plaintiff, a well-known Ber-
lin doctor, alleges that the defendant
neeused him and others of paying com-
misslons to agents In order to secure
patients, The evidence has shown
that many prominent doctors, and
even professors whose reputation ex-
tends beyond thelr own country, em-
ploy pald agents in society to enlarge
thelr clientele, Wellknown women
are said to have made it thelr busi-
ness to sell their sick friends to the
highest bidder. The Berlin Medical
Soclety will demand an  explanation
from several members.

Hemarkable has been the career of
K. C. Selous, the faumous hunter and
explorer, who accompanies Mr, Roose-
velt on his African blg game expedi-
tion. e was only 20 yvears of age
when he went to Matabeleland, In
days when rallways were unknown
there and when the Interfor of the
country was a sealed book to the Eu-
ropean. For years he was in unknown
vountries hunting elephants, lions and
other animals and at one perlod he
was nearly three years without see-
ing a newspaper, a telegram or any
kind of money and he was perfectly
happy. He spent nearly a quarter of
a céentury of his life penetrating the
Interlor of South Africa. Then he
went to Alaska on a 15,000-mile tour
In search of moose and caribon,

When the free trade bill for the
Philippines pusses Congress and comes
up to Presldent Taft for signature,
says the Manlla Times, he will have
a gold pen with a pearl handle made
wholly of gold and pearl from the
Philippines with which to afix his sl
nature to that important document.
Some time ago Manager Schwinges of
La Concha button factory conceived
the fdea of making a pearl handled
gold pen and pearl Inkstand, to be
lgent to Presidentelect Taft as & me-
Imenm of the Philippines that might
ba kept on his desk as a constant re-
| minder of the Islands across the gea.
The stand s made of a large pearl
shell, with small knobs of solid silver
for feet, and the bottle itself {s made
from narrow pleces of mother-of-panrl
running lengthwise and completely
covering the Ink receptacls of glass
on the Inslde. The pen Itself {5 g
work of art, with a long shaft of pearl,
at the tip of which Is the American
eagle, beautifully carved, with ouw
‘mtched wings.




