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Come let us worry together about the
lee crop!

[————————— {
If dachelors are to be taxed how can
they be expected to save enough mon-
ey to get married?

Mr. Gompers says just as good men
as he have been In jall. Sure epough!
John Bunyan, not to speak of others.

Queen Lil thinks her clalm against
the government will be pald. Anyway,

it won't hurt her to feel optimistie
sbout It
European courts hold that the man

who owns land alse owns the alr over
it. This looks like trouble for the
seronnuts,

It I8 reported that o German profes
gor has concussion of the brain. Prob-
ably caused by a collislon between two
trains of thought.

An Oklahoma woman has 801 ways
to cook corn. But mother will go on
sonking them In hot water and apply-
ing father's best razor.

There I8 no good and sufliclent rea-
son why you should mind your own
business if other people will pay you
wmore for minding thelrs,

Mare school ehildren are made slek
by ifmproper eating than by anything
else. The cooks' unlon should inspect
the food of all school children.

Mrs. Willlam E. Annis asks: “Is
there no unwritten law for broken-
hearted widows or fatherless chil-
dren?" A very pertlnent guestion.

Had a woman's club been in exlst-
ence in Mark Antony's time we should
not have had to walt il now to learn
that he marrled Cleopatra for her
mouney,

China now owns Its telegraph system
—which makes us wonder If it isn't
quicker to send the Chinese langunge
by frelght than try to straln the wires
with it

An Eskimo, with a sclentlfic educa-
tion and the proper outfit, Is golng
after the north pole in deadly earnest.
The Bskimos belleve that the pole
should be kept at home,

“All ehildren are llars,” sald a Wis-
consin professor. A well-known biblical
personage who mnde the same state
ment concerning all men admitted af-
terward that he spoke In haste.

One of the preachers snys Adam was
a lonfer. This decislon has probably
been arrived at because we have no
proof that Adam ever got up In the
morning and put on the coffee pot for
Eve.

Mr, Rockefeller has glven another
milllon to the University of Chleago,
At the rate of a milllon a year It will
take him twenty-elght years more te
glve away the 820,000,000 saved by not
having to pay the flue assessed by
Judge Landls,

Massnchusetis hos a lnw to prevent
recklessness and speeding In automo-
biles, which law may be rendered ridie-
ulous by Its wrong punctustlion, as it
forbids driving over roads “iald ount
under the authority of the law reck-
lessly or while nunder the Influence of
Hgquor,” PBoston, In consequence, I8 in
rhetorleal spasms,

An extraordinary demand has arisen
in the eastern countles of England for
second-hand Bibles—the plder and dirt-
ler the better. Coples which formerly
renllzed four pence are now readlly
bought for balf a crown. They are
belng used to manufacture evidence of
age ln the cnse of old-age pensions, A
woman who produced a Blble to prove
her age ns Td from an enfry on the
fivlenf had, unfortunately, omitted to
tear out the title page, which showed
that the Blble wns printed In 1805,

In the advertising columns of the
newspapers are found the business
eards of countless seers and clairvoy-
ants, who promise for a smaull sum to

rend the vell of the foture and tell

thelr patrons what 18 going to happen
to them, That palmists, card readers
and clairvoyants are able to pay for
the advertisements wlich appear in the
game place day after day I8 evidenece
that they find enough eredulous persons
to keep the predictlon business on a
paylng basis. Their victims are beyond
renson, or they would reflect that the
forecuster of future events, such as
the condition of the stock market six
months  ahead, would make more
money by using his knowledge for his
own henefit than by selllng it for two
dollnrs. Besldes the prophets who are
in the business for the profit there Ia
in It, the world ls blessed with gen-

erous philanthropic seers, who pubnsh
free of charge predictions, always of
rome disaster, as great storms, earth-
quakes, wars, and the end of the world.
Sometimes an event obligingly falla
out on somebody's prediction, and a
reputation 1s made. 1If seers In all
parts of the world keep on foreseeing
earthquakes every day or two, an
earthquake, when It comes, will be llke
Iy to find a prophecy awaiting It. The
room i8 80 taken up with predietions
that an event must alight on one of
them. A prophet destroys the world
every daf or so. But the world obsti-
nately refuses to be destroyed, and
when it comes to an end, only one
prophet will be entitled to gasp, *I
told you s0!" A year ago Mme, de
Thebes of France predicted war be
tween Japan and Amerlea In Novem-
ber, 1008. Tnstead, a little later, There
was the exchange of peaceful notes,
Nothing daunted, madame predicts ter-
rible wars between next August and
February, 1910. 8o look out for a “red
year.”

An Interesting study of “College En-
trance Requirements in Theory and
Practlee” which appeared In The In-
dependent presented a long list of uni-
versitles and colleges at which a very
large percentage of the students were
admitted with conditions. One of these
Institutions, which took In more than
50 per cent on these terms, formerly
Insisted that all conditlons should be
worked off before the student conld
enter the freshman class. The appll-
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matter what school they eame from. If
they took the examinations early In the
summer and falled In certaln studles
they worked on those studles through
the summer vacention and tried sgnin
at the opening of the college in the fall.
If they failed this time In whole or
In part they were kept out until they
could make good. With the system
changed, entering with eonditions has
become the rule, and such a history
emphasizes, we think, some of the
polnts that are made by John G. Bow-
man, the writer of the artlcle In The
Independent, If the purpose of the
colleges is to increase the student roll
It s o doubt successtul, but the ques-
tion naturally arises: *“What signifi-
cancg have the requirements?’ They
are, a8 Mr., Bowman says, not a real
minimum, “they are at best an osten-
slble minimum, any part of which (s
lHable In most colleges to temporary
suspension and oceaslonally to complete
abrogation,” There I8 no standard
worthy of the name, but merely a pre-
tense at & standard. The requirements
look big In the catalogue, but the dis-
cretlon that 1s used takes all the fervor
out of them and redoces themn to un
absurdity. Thera is no real co-opera-
tion between the secondary school and
the college, but an excellent opporty-
nity Is offered for passing nlong the
unflt, If numbers alone is the ol ject
Mr, Bowman 18 right in saying that
“the college has embarked upon a dan-
gerous course which threatons its sin-
cerity and its eificiency.” On the otler
hand, If the printed requirements are
unreasonable, “it Is tlme not to muke
exceptions that confuse all standards
and demoralize students, but serlously
to face the problem of organizing pre-
paratory education on a basis that |s
really vital and Indispensable, and of
devising . machinery capable of en-
forclng ft."
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Reasts Fond of Tobaeco,

We have all heard of how to tame a
Hon or tiger by steadily keeping the eye
fixed on him. According to an expert
anlmal trainer n more effective method
I8 n clgar or cigarette, says the St
Louls Post-Dispnteh.

“Nearly every wild beast that | have
ever como across.” said this man, “is
fond of tobneco In some shape or form
I made this discovery guite apeeldent
ally. One of the visgitors who was
smoking a clgar puffed some of the
smoke Into the llon's face ns he luy
nsleep in the enge,

"I expectd to see a veal rlot, but in-
stend of that the lion, after giving a
couple of sneezes, moved quletly up to
the bars and ralsed his nose sniffingly,
as If asking for a second dose. 1 have
tried the experiment on all sorts of
wild anlmals sinee and I have found
that most of them enjoy thoroughly a
blg sl of tobaeeo.

“We used to spIadhaktyu. lkdng ano

“We had a bear here once that used
to rub his nose and back agalnst the
bars of hiy eage Just ke n ent nsking
to be stroked whenever any one smok-
Ing a elgar came near him,  Antelopes
and wild goats aren't satisfied with the
mere whiff. If you give them n clgar
or n cigarette they will swallow it
eagerly and, what 1s more, seem to suf-
fer no bad effécts from thelr meal.”

Reaponsibility.,

Flirst Little Girl (conversing at the
school gate —1I can hemstiteh and feath-
er stlich and my mother lets me make
things for baby.

Second Little Girl—That's nothing.
I'm let go by mygelf to draw beer.-—
Manchester Guardian,

We heard it remarked to-day thar
carclessuess ls the first step toward
steallng.

CHILD LIFE SHOULD BE BEAUTIFUL.

By Sir Oliver Lodge.

The ultimate ohject of religious training
must be to encourage such ideas and hablts
a8 shall result in'a happy childhood and n
sound #nd useful life.

The first real gods of a child are his pa-
rents, however ungodiike they may be. And
hence arises that feeling of secority and near
ness of protection and law which is one of
the luxuries of childhood, and, I may add,
oune of the responsibilities of parenthood. 'That npation
or colony which could Insure that Its children should
gpend their short and vital early years among healthy,
happy surroundings suited to their time of life and
stute of deveicpment, and leading to a good, robust,
serviceable manhood and womanhood—that pation would
in o few generatlons stand out from amongst the rest
of the world as something almost superhuman.

From my experience of the Innate goodness of un-
spolled hmnanity 1 have an Idea that If children could
be planted amidst favorable surroundings they would
nearly all flourish and grow benutiful as plants o
under right conditions,

No fraction of the world or of the Individual can be
thoroughly Lealthy and happy while any member of It
I8 degraded and wretched,

BLUFF AND NOISE MODERN WEAPONS.

By G. K. Chesterton,

On most political platforms, in most news-
pupers and magozines, I observe that there
ire at present only two ideas, either to avoid
controversy or to conduct it by mere bluff
and nofse. Evaslon and violence are the only
expedients, A man must be deaf to his op:
pouents’ arguments; he may be deaf and sl
lent, and this Is called dignity; or he may
be deaf and nolsy, and this is called “slashing
Journuilsm ™ But both theése things are equally remote
from the fighting spirit, which involves an interest [n
the enemy’s movements In order to parry or to plerce
them.

1t fs part of that unchivalrous and even unmilitary
{dea of bullying, of using bombastic terrors In order to
avold a contlict which Is at this moment the highest tur-
ret of the tall hypocrisies of Europe. Europe Is full
of the idea of bluff, the Idea of cowing the human spir-
it with a painted panoramn of physieal force, We see*it
in the huge armaments which we dare to accumulate,
but should hardly dare to use,

I do not Hke hovering and lingering threats of arma.
ments nor do I like hoverlng and lingering threats of
rlot. If people want to have a revolution let them have
it and let it have the advantage of a revolutlon, that of

sible war seems merely a perpetunl anarchy. Revolution
creates government, but anarchy only creates more an-
archy.

SOCIETY MAKES “PROFESSION" OF CRIME.
By H. J. B. Montgomery,

Meuy penologists assert that the profession-
slonal criminal is & man whom It {8 hopeless
to reform. They say that he finds in crine
vot only a livelihood, but exhilaration, sport,
fasciuation, He is a beast of prey, who must
be not only muszzled but caged In the Inter-
ests of soclety. 1 have no hesitation in stat
ing as the result of my experlence that the
aesumption which underlies the grguments of
the penologistis 18 not only not correct, but is absolutely
fallacious. The criminal who finds a fascinntion in
¢rime hos no existence save In the imagination of the
penologist.” The *professional eriminal bas been made
such by soclety. He I8 a prison product in the first in-
stance, and when he Is released frow prison soclety gives
him ¢learly to understand that his place for the future
Is with his own cliss—the eriminal class.

Out of the light of my own experience I declare that
men, even eriminnlg, are not o hopeless, so callous, so
incorrigible, so devoid of human feelings ns the penolo-
gists would have us suppose. In every human being
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of elther being evolved, The easiest way, 1 suggest, 1o
abolish the professional eriminal Is to cease manufactur-
Ing him.
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HIGHEST FUNCTION OF THE CHURCH.
By Rev, A, H. Stephens,

The church must ever be the handmald of
Inw enforcement and stand aggressively for
the suppression of vice and public Immordlity,
The highest function of the church Is to serve
the communlity In which It 1s located, In ita
tivie, soclal and rellglous life. It should feel
Its responsibllity to present a higher type of
life then Is found elsewhere, less Influenced
by huwman prejudice and human passion, freer
from compromising entanglements and questionable allj.
ances, exbibiting the purest form of soclal circumspec.
tion and political and commercial probity.

The community has u right to expect something bet-
ter from the church than it finds in {tself—hlgher ideals
and more unselfish endeavor at their reallzation. In
these respects the church owes It to the community that
it shall not be disappointed, but that it shall experience
the thrill, If not the surprise, of entire fulfillment. The
church must seek the co-operntion and alleglance of the
contiguous populations, not for Its own good, but for the
good of thoee sought, ever teaching the lesson by exam-

belng drastic and decisive.

But a mere parade of pos-

ple that it is more noble to serve than to be served.

SONG OF THE BY-AND-BY.

It seemy #o far to the happy day
When the clonds will leave the sky,
But 'tis sweet to hear, when the world
is gray,
The song of the By-and-By !
|
The hilla and shining
bright,
And our cares like phantoms fly;
An echo sweet in the lonesome night
Is the song of the By-and-Hyl

rills—they are

It seems so far to the happy day,
But its rest they'll not deny;
We henr what the angels sing and say
In the song of the By-and-By!
—Frank 1. Stanton.

Clarence and the Gode
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Clarence had looked forward to the
two weeks of holiday time through all
the sehool months. But when Christ-
mas hnd come, his brother, who was
the messenger for the firm of Walwilck
& Waldon, suddenly became il “He'll
be on his feet In a woeek,” the doctor
sald, but In the meantime the poor lad
wis worrylng alout his place In the
ofllee,

*Can't T fake your place?' asked
Clarence.

Thus it was arranged and for the
two dnys before New Year's Clarence

was nsked of him. Just 48 the office
wis being closed the night before New
Year's, Mr. Walwick ealled him and
sald that he expected o come down
town the next mornlng although the
office would be closed, and he wished
Clarence to he sure and get the mall
and place it on his desk and wait for
him,

It was quite early when Clarence
found his way iuslde the sllent buiid-
ing. He had brought his skates with
him, a% there was to be a hockey game
later, and there was to be the family
dinner and the usual good time on
New Year's afternoon. [He carefully
put the mall on Mr, Walwlek’s desk and
sat down to walt. The janltor came
and swept, but Mr. Walwlick, dld not
come. There was stil]l plenty of time
before the game, but the clock hands
were slowly turning. Finally he
. Dlcked up a magazine and turned over

ran errands and did everything that |

the pages, The hour when he should be
playing came,

The gnme was on now, he knew,
The office was getting chilly and he
walked around from room to room, He
looked at the elock, The game must
have been over for some time and they
would be expeeting him for dinner,

He was getting cold and hungry.
Strange as It was, when he began to
give up hope the time seemed to go
faster. Flnnally he curled up on o couch
and went to sleep.

Drepm after dream ftumbled over
each other, and in the midst of a won-
derful hockey gnme, where everybody
skated about eating hot goose and cran-
berries, e heard a bell. He wondered
what it could be and before he could
nsk he awoke with a start. Almost at
his ear the telephone bell was ringing.

He jumped and took down the re-
celver, “Hello!" he shouted.

“Is this Walwlck & Waldon?”

“Yes, thls Is Walwick & Waldon's
office.”

“Well, T hoardly hoped to catch any

HELLO!" HE SHOUTED.

one, Take down thls cablegram and
rush It through to Mr, Walwick.
“‘Caleutta, Indln, Jan. 2.
“'Spike sugar HHardly new candle,
“iSplegel, Hocker & BSons.
“There, haove you got that? All right.
Repeat 1t. Al right. Good-by.”
Clarence rubbed his eyes. There was
the message wrltten out, but what a
message] It did not mean anything and
It was dated a day ahead. He remem-
bered hearing that Mr. Walwlick lived
in some hotel. He had seen name
some place. Obh, yes, it was en the

magazines. There It was, The Albero.
Like a flash he ran downstalts and
Jumped on a street car,

In about twenty minutes he reached
the hotel, and ns he stepped In the door
he saw Mr. Walwlck just entering the
dining room. [le rushed up to him and
Mr. Walwlick looked at him in surprise
and then remembered his face.

“Yes, what Is 1t?”

“It's 1 message felephoned In, sir;
and he gave over the slip of paper,

Mr. Walwlek looked 1t over and
quickly took a book out of his packet,
went to the hotel office and wrote a
half n doxen telegrams.

“That was n close shave,” he sald
half aloud, and then notleed Clarence
at his slde.

“How under the sun did yon hap-
pen to be at the office "

“You told me to walt, sir, until yon
came."”

Then he told the whole story, and
when he had finlshed the hend of the
great firm of Walwick & Waldon took
the messenger boy by the hand just as
if he had been a grown man and safd:

“My lad, you've saved us a great
deal of money, and now T think that
I would better take you home In my
automobile just as fast as I ean. Your
mother will be worrying abont youw.”

When, they were seated In'the big
machine and were wrapped In by the
heavy robes, Mr. Wilwlek snddenly
#sked what the boy had thonght by
the peculiar messnge,

“I thought It was very funny, hut
how could It be dated January 2, when
this Is New Yenr's?"

“You wlll have to ask your school
teacher to explaln why, but you see
the earth turns round the sun and It
18 the day after New Year's In Indin
now. Each of the queer words In the
message means a whole sentence when
you look them up In a little book I
carry. We call It a code.”

When they came to Clarence's
house, Mr. Walwick went Into the
warm parlor and told the story to hia
mother. Then he took a plece of paper
and wrote something on It. “What
do you think that means?" he said:

Waw heart wire Clarence Young
desk apple,

“I might tell you, slr, If I had the
code," eald Clarence,

“Well, here {8 the code hook.
and your mother can look It up”

And this was what they read by
looking up the words:

"Walwlck & Walden hereby promise
to give Olarence Young the best educa-
tlon possible at thelr expense."—The
Housekeeper, .
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