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Tha Gouezes seem to be the Smiths
of troplcal Ameriea. .

A London paper publishes an article
entitled: *“Why Clever Girls Don't
Marry.” They frequently do.

Jail for steallng n 2-cent stamp, How
that man must be despised In Piits-
burg!

p———— .

The girls who get married this year
will be able to hold their heads up
proudly, knowing that they are free
from susplelon,

A Plttsburg girl who eloped took her
mother along. This is what the head-
line artist might call a “double trag:
ady" for father,

Ohamp Clark says the average price
of a woman's hat Is $5. And wet It
would vever do to refer to any wom-
an's hat as an average one,

Now that Mark Twain Is a trust he
should havé himself Investlgated and
show Henry Rogers what a real hu-
morist can do on the witness stand.

Count Bonl de Castellane declares
thit he docon't more Gouid
money. Can it be possible that he had
the foresight to save up some of If
for the ralny day?
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A Pullman official snys it {s the self-
{sh who tlp the porter, Then it must
be the unselfish who pay him $25 a
month, one-half of which must go for
wmenls on thie rond.

It'a all right for Bonl to withdraw
his demand for §80,000, but if he gots
the custody of his sons without an al-
lowance we're afrald there will be a
uew child-labor scandnl in France,

Another county has gone dry and
Emperor Willlam announces he will
never drink again durlng the remain-
der of his life. The temperance move-
went 18 making some mighty strides,

Some of the prophets are predicting
that the Aflantlc wlll be crossed by
balloon durlng the present yenr. If
John W. Gates enn be induced to bet
milllon on it the matter will be set-
tled,

An organization has been formed to
teach frmers’ wives how to cook.
What farmers’ wives would really like
to know ls how they can get rld of
abont half of the cooking they have to
do now,

A married couple in Montelair, N. I.,
separated beeanse of  Incompatibility,
He was an Inveterate tobacco chewer
and she had a habit of kissing the
eat. Cautlous persons will be eareful
#h bestowing thelr sympathy In this
ense.

The girl who has neglected to pro-
pose during leap year and finds her-
self stlll nlone and ungought may be
expected to begin agreeing with the
poet that “of all snd words of tongue
or pen the saddest are these, 'It might
bhave been.'"

Can the proposition that the mini-
mum salary for an unmarevled Eplseo-
palinn elergyman In the dlocese of New
York should be $1,200 and for n mar-
ried clergyman $1,200, with a sultable
place to lve In, or §1,500 In money, be
taken as an officinl statement of the ex-
act cost of o wife?

Mme. Curle, co-discoverer with her
hushand of radlum, has been promoted
to full professorship In the University
of ¥arls. A womnn who ean digcover
new truth I8 certalnly qualified to
teach It, and the young men in the upi-
versity can afford to sit with respect
at the feet of this remarkable woman
of scelence.

The general express business of the
country ls controlled by six vompanles,
although the Bureau of the Census re-
ports thirty-four such compunies in op-
eration. This Ia largely owlng to the
faet that the six big companies are all
that do buslness in more than ten
Btates. Nineteen companies do bysi-
ness In one State only. The companles
opernte on friendly terms with the rall-
ronds, and agree to chnrge at lenst 50
per cent more than the frelght rate
all articlex.  Indeed;, the rallways are
part owners of some of the ndepend
ent express companies. This partner-
ehip arcongement may ultimately re-
#ult In the absorption of the express
compnnies by the rallronds themselves

There 18 more and more recognition
among enterprising chureh  denoming-
tions of the fact that mere doctrinnl
abstractions or dogmautic disenssions do
not deeply Interest young folks. The
fmaginative and luminons mind of
youtl needus the poetry of things, some-

what of its own flavor and kindred
The kernal none the less still continues
to be the truth though enveloped ir
attractive gulse. What should be the
exnct lmit of such at{ractiveness wil
always be a matter of digeussion. Tha
it may—and very readily—be carriec
to excess Is obvious, Among preach
ers, as among laymen, there will al
ways be those Inclined to the spectac
ular and the eccentric. Latitude, witl
these, means occasiondl wide flights o
fancy, excesslve intermixture of senti
ment, display and moral principle, nm
fusufficlent devotional exercise.

In vlew of the excessive severity o
the arralgnment of the modern hom
to which the Amerlean Soclologieal So
clety wans treated by Mrs. Charloth
Perkina Gllman, one almost expect
some judge to ask the poor homy
whether it has anything to say befom
gentence |8 pronounced against 1t A
a matter of fact, the modern hom
need not hang 1ts head In shame anc
sorrow, and !s In no dauger of con
demnation. It has dome very well con
sldering Its prehlstorlc and even his
torie past, and It goes on Improving
With all its lmperfections—and thes
It shares with other human Institu
tlons and with human nature lf=elf—
It manages to put to the front milHon
of tolerably healtlhy, tolerably morn
and tolerably intelligent men and wom
en to do the work and earry on the
civitization of the known world. Tt h
true that extreme poverty, like 1dle
ness In luxury and parasitism. 18 bad
Lo mulerully, and It Is toue that 1o to
many homes the provislons for chil¢
enlture are still sadly Inadequate, Bu
it 18 not true that we have reached the
parlous state where “the woman re
fuses to go back, the home refuses ti
go forward, and marriage walts." Few
of us wonld sepd woman back to slav
ery and abject dependence if we conld
and most of us understand that we
conldn't If we would. Revolutions de
not go backward, and the progress o
woman 18 assursd. As to the home
It never has been so unreasonable m
to refuse to advance. It ndvance
slowly, to be sure, but this shows wis
conservatlsm and a doe realizatlon o
Its solemn respongihilitles, The home
knows that not everyvthing 1s advano
which 18 go deserlbad In  formldabl
volumes and at soclologlenl meetings
nnd It wishea to he certain of the nex
step before taking It. Industrial, edu
cattonal and soclal conditions are re
acting on the home ag on other bash
Institntions, Our varlons problems ar
interdependent, and no soverelgn rem
edy for all our Is 15 In sight. Soclefy
I8 strageling, developing, making ex
perlments, accumulating knowlpdge, Tt
cannot give s entire time and atten
tion to the future, for the slmple rea
son that man does not live by higk
thinking alone. We must use such ligh
a8 we have to make the modern homt
a fit place for all who dwell In It. Te
improve edueation, to ellminate nnnee
esary poverty, to remove upjust In
equalities, to dlsseminate Intellectunl
moral and aesthetle enlture is directl)
and Indirectly to ralse the morile and
ennoble the atmosphere of the home.

WAGE m_zmna' PROFIT.

More than 70 Great Corporations
Have Adoptied Pension Flans,
One of the most significant develop
ments of the last ten yenrs has becr
the ‘adoption of penslon plans by more
than seventy great corporations, Bur
ton J. Hendricks says in MeUlure's
This I8 one of the most tangible ways
in which wage-enrners have profited
from the country's ececent Industrial
prosperity. In 1808 the pension ldea
was practieally foreign to this coun
try; now It Is very much in the airn
In that year only one rallvoad, the
Baltimore & Ohlo, systematically grant
er retirement allowances; slnce ‘lhn.‘j
elghteen lines, representing one-thip
of the rallway mileage of the coun
try, bhave adopted auntomatie pension
schemes. Ten years ngo none of Amer
fea's great Industrial corporations reg
ularly made provision for thelr old
men; now the Inrgest do so, or have
at present plans under way to thal
end. Untll 1900 pension endowmend
funds had not lmpressed our rich mer
as sultable subjects for phllunthropy !
slnea then, Andrew Carnegle alone has
glven pearly $20,000,000 for this pur

pose.

The International Harvester Cony
pany, the latest to adopt the pension
idea, 18 one of those corporate aggre
gations populnrly referred to s trusts
As with most trusts, Its munagemeni
18 0 marvel of intelligence and enlight
ened self-interest. A survey of the
field reveals one slgnificant fact : among
corporations and trusts It is chiefly
the trusts and the rallways that have
most enthusiastically taken up the pen.
sfon idea. Those corporations and
those captalns of Industry that have
figured In recent yeara most consplen
ously as the exemplars of a pitlless
commerelalism have apparently devel.
oped the tenderest emotlons toward
thelr broken-down employes,

When a woman says to her hushand
“You know I haven't a bit of jealousy
tn my nature, but T wonld like to know,

RULERS OF A STRICKEN COUNTRY.

THE CALAMITY IN ITALY,

‘Lhe great earthquake zones of the earth lie generally in long llnes of

gradual curve, following monrinin cliains of volesnle rock.

In the ofren.

harassed Sleflfan-Calabrinn reglon the faneclful might trace upon the map n
sickle of death, compuratively varrow, curving slowly from the east to the

northenst,

Its begluning 18 In the mountaing of Central Siclly, its end In the

narrow instep of the boot of lower Italy.

In this stricken reglon Slelly and Calabria are joined.
rock merely dips under water at the Mession stralte,

The mountain
Etna, two miles high,

the greatest voleano of Italy, §8 In modern phrase the power-house of the uu-

governable force that kills men so pitilessly.

The old fable held that

Encelndus was here imprisoned, breathing flame and shaking the carth with

his struggles to be free.

Vesuviug to a slight extent only, Stromboll on iis

Island between usunlly In o somewhat greater degree, sympathize with the

glant's throes,

Messina I8 almost at the center of the enrthqunke zone, but its grenter

foe Is the sen,

Here are Seylln and Charybdis of the anolent navigators,

The car ferry that connects Slelly with the malnland Is often Interrupted n
winter. Three days of gouth wind, the dreaded “sivoceo,” and It must stop
The narrow funoel-llke stralt, that piles a winter storm into such dangerons
waves, pinched up the tldal wave of the earthquake into the wall of water

that overwhelmed Messina and Regglo.

The water killed its@ecores where

the enrthiuake had slaln one; und fire and pliloge followed, as If humane men

were merely mnking war,

Along the stricken enstern shore of Siclly and on the western shore aof

Calabrin the saiivond follows the sea at low level,

At every statlon villages

have huddled on the fint land ol the foot of the bills, the fishermen's huts
edglng the very bench. In all theee luckless places the tldnl wave musi have
repented upon a smaller segle the horrors of Messina and Cutania,

As when Vesuvius Inst broke docse, people will wonder why men choose
to dwell In such scenes of danger, But between the great disnsters that*make
80 portentons n printed 18t are long perfods when the slopes are golden with

lemons ripening and the rich soll smiles with double harvests.

A voleano s

not such g bad neighbor. It always gives warning, and In Its worst fits en-
riclies the goll. The earthquike In lte appalllng fury and unescapable sudden-

ness 1s o different matter.

INLAND CITIES AS SEAPORTS,

A Proper Outlay on Internal Waters
Would OBring Marvelous Returns.
We are spending hundreds of mil-

lons of dollars upon Panwma, partly as

nmilitary measure, partly to enable
ships (o save two trunsfers and a rall-
haul In carrying between the east and
west consts, partly In a spirit of 1deal-
fsm—desiring to glve a great free road-
way to the world, says John L. Mat-
thews In Success, If we spent an equal
sum or cven less upon our Internal
waters under n gystematie plan of con-
servation we would make virtual sea-
ports of Sloux City, Omaha, Kansas
City, Plrisburg, Minneapolls, 8t. Louls
and Chleago ; would save nll the trans-
fers and overland rail haul which now
burden the graln of the northwest and
the Iron of Pittsburg; would make it
possible for gunbonts of conslderable

ete,,” look out for storms

Blze to hasten to polnts nearly every-

where In the Interlor of the country
and to defend with equal foree the
shorey of the great lnkes and those of
the gulf; and In the end we wotld
have, not from tolls, but from the by~
products of our industry, n net return
of more than the original enpltal every
year to natlon, state and indlvidua),

We know from long and careful ob-
servations, at what times water wil] fall
—=a vast amount in spring and very lit
tle In autumn and winter. Our tasj In
80 to conduct It that there shall be al
all times a falrly standard amount 1
the great rivers; that It shall do, In
passing to the sea, all the good It {s
capable of to agriculture, forestry, com.
merce and In the development of pow
er; and that it shall be prevented from
dolng any damage by soll wash or by
any other means,

A man sald to-day: “If I hod the
money [ have pald out for cantaloupes
that were worthless, I would be rich”

THE FARMER'S BOY,

In Many Instances He Has o Mise
tnken Idea of Clty Lfe.

The great trouble with country boys
is that they mre not aware of the cir-
cumstances under which the city boy
I8 compelled to live and work If he has
to edrn his living by the sweat of his
brow. The Idea held up to the coun-
try boy Is to fo to town and get a nice,
easy, soft snap such a8 So-and-=o0 has.
How many of them do {t? Not one in
a thousand. Far more go there to fiud
work In some close, stagnant mill, to
sweat amid the fumes of steam or to-
baeco smoke, or perhaps In some fron
mill or foundry, surrounded by the
curses of thelr fellow men, toll out a
weary day of eleven or thirteen hours
and after the day s over go home—
and to such & home! Up some little
hack street In a handbox built of brick
and named a house more than Hkely
our workman has his home, there to
PaEs awny the weary hours of the
night amid the hent and stagnation of
probably a filthy street only a few feet
wide, hot, close and dirty. In any
large city on soma sultry night one
may see the workmen and thelr fami-
les In these little narrow clty streets
stretched about the steps and pave
ments in all conditlons, These are not
slums elther, but falrly respectable
nelghborhoods,

To such a conditlon of life many of
our country boys have gone, and many
more are to-day preparing to go. Fal
Pay and blg pay envelopes? Not in
these times, Tf onr oltv Inborer sver
ages $12 a week he 13 a Ineky man
Tens of thousands get less rather thayp
more. Country hoy, before yon make
the change, In the name of that coun-
Iry you have been taught to hold in
reverence, look and do not leap! 1)
¥ou understand farming there are Just
88 many chances on the land to be
worked out as there are in the oity.

This Is a great country, and if you
do not Ilke the kind of farming you
are working at there are many others
If you belong to a famlily that follows
the grind, grind system of all work
and po play, when you reach your mmn.
Jorlty and start for Yourself follow
up an easler system. Do not condemn
country life just becnuse you have boon
unfortunate enough to he brought up
in the home of n man who knows notly
Ing but grind. Do not overlook the
fact that If such & man was your boss
in the city he would grind your Ife
away. Long, long bhefore you were 23
years old you would be occnpying soms
six feet of green turf, where at lasi
you would wot hear the dreaded eall
and curse of the hoss,

Country life may not be and proba.
bly 1s not what many would like te
color 1t; but, all things belng equal, 11
I8 far prefernble to city life. That fs
Just where it comes In. .City e is
never compared with country life orn
An equal plane. Remember that If you
must work In the country for a lving
you will have to work In the elty for
one, too, and if yon possess the ability
In yourself to rise above the ardina ry
workman in the city that same ability
will earve out a home for vou In the
country. Look before you leap, con-
slder all things, and If you are sure
you can better yoursedf In the city go;
It not, stay on the old farm,

One Une for “John."

It was the boast of the “Incompar-
able Laundry Company” that it em-
ployed no Chinamen. that it din better
work than Chinese laundries did, and
dld not wear ont the clothes so quick-
ly In washing. Oue unlucky day, how-
ever, the company's bullding eanght
fire and was purtlully Jestroyed. By
great exertion nearly all the contents
were saved, but In a highly mixed and
tangled-up condition.

Dirivers of the company's wiagons
were sent round to the varlous eustom-
era fo assure them that they wonld
lose nothing: that thelr shirts, collars
and cuffs were all safe, ani would be
dellvered to them, properly laundered,
with a delay of only a few days,

“Wasn't everything plled In a heap
when you got things out of the bulid-
Ing?" nsked one of the customers.

“Yes," sald the driver to whom the
question was addressed.

“Well, how are ever golng to separ-
ate them?y"

“Oh, we've got a—er—Chinaman
sorting them out," answered the driver,
with some reluctance,

Beantiful Siberlan Tribes,

A party of prospectors Just re.
tnrmed from Anpdair, Siberls, relates
some grewsome tales of the habits of
the natlves In that sectlon relative
to the manner In which they dispose
of thelr aged and Infirm. During the
#iay of the varty three men and one
woman were done to death by thelr
nenrest relatlves, and thelr bodies
wersa lald on the tundra for the
ravens to clean up,

Canne for Thanks,

When the burglur had bound the ar-
tist and put him in a chalr he searched
his studlo,

“I don't see anything worth taking,”
he sald by and by, “but this suit of
clothes,"

“Thank goodness!” gald the

"It's not pald for." J
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