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Peary reporte lee ten feet thick. Bat
he does not say bhe Is entting muecl.

remarkable things
way a furnoce will

One of the most
in the world is the
draw on a hot day.

It would be a lucky thing if night
riders caupsed no more havoe than Is
wronght by Balkan armles.

Doubtless it surprises Harry Thaw
to note the warm, gushing sympathy
the publle I8 not wanifesting for hilm.

Why o some persons compliln of
hard times and high prices when they
cun bhuy a good automoblle for only
$1,500%

It s gald thnt chewing gum will cure
sea-slekness, We do not know who sald
it. TI'robably the man who manufac-
tures the gom,

A P'hlladelphia man who Inherited
250,000 ten years ngo bas died penni-
less, He moved to New York after jget-

ting the money.

Prof. Starr of Chicago says the Fill-
plnos are not lnzy, Al the same they
seem ready 1o aceept almost any ollice
thut I8 offered them.

Harry Thaw found golng Insane
quite conventent, but it annogs him
greatly to think of hnving to remaln
insane for an indefinite period.

Mra, Langtry won $100,000 on a
horse race a few days ago. Her friends
should earnestly ndvise her to cash In
now and quit following the races.

The night riders lhave been active
recentiy, but the college hazers oan
st point with pride to the faet that
they are beating all others in producing
erlpples.

Some men seem not to oare how
much trouble they leave behind them
when they puss on to that other ghore,
Three wilows are elaiming the estate
of a Roston man.

A Mualne hunter shot a man whom
he mistook for a squirrel. Belng mis-
taken for a deer I8 bad enough, hut
belng mistaken for a squirrel (s cer-
talnly ndding Insult to Injury.

China asks a helping hand, declayes
L1 Sum Ling, the Hong Kong editor,
Anyone who hns attempted to mnster
chop sticks with only two hands will
realize that Chinn shonld have a thirdl.

A boy T yenrs old was rent to Jal)
for two days becauvse he told les, Fiad
the lawyer been® keen, the hoy might
have been acquitted on the ground that
he was merely practiclug for a politieal
aarece.

The ronds In the United States, Svrin
and Australin belong In the snme elyss,
according to a speaker at the recent
#ood ronds convention in Bualo, Sonie
of them are good and some are bal,
Lle also says that roads in the 1" Ji
Islnndds nre better, as n whale, than
those here, and he does not speak with-
Out experienee,

The enrnest reformers who haye hoen
trying to arouge publie opivion to the
necessity for establishing wolform 01-
voree lnws have not yet been able (o
romoye all the obstacles in the wity of
the propossd veform, Bt they will do
o great work I this agitatlon resylis
In shutting down the divorce mills of
some Statés, where marringe reoms 1o
be, regerded a8 a Joke, and not as an
fnstitution which ought to be strength-
envd aud safeguarded ot every point,

Tinele Sam has struck a blow ot »
elnss of professionnl men pecollar to
Washington, An order has been ssyod
prohibiting United States government
clerks swelllng thele Incomes by proe.
ticing madicine or Alllng testh on the
slide. It has for o long thoe been g
onmmon practiee for department clerks
to attend night colleges, and, after se-
curlng diplomag, practice professions
after oflice howrs, These go-enllid “simn-
down” doctors, dentists, lnwyoers, arohi-
toets, ete, were able munterially to In-
crense  thilr Incomes.
minde by regnlar members of various
professions, complaluing of the unfalr
competition of the “sundowtiers,” who
cut prices.  This boas resulted In an or-
der prohibfting clerks from engnging
I any ountslde business that requires
their personal attention while I gov-
“rument cmploy,

On both sides of the Atlantic the
new patent law which hag gone into
effict in Grest Britain, after the ex-
pitation of the year of gruce, Is re
patiled us of great industeinl and com-
merelal Imporance, Stripped of detalls,
the vew law provides that henceforth
all forelgn patents 1o Great Britaln

Protests  wiere |

may be revoked, after a reasonable
time, unless the patented article 1s
manafactured or the patented process
opernted in the United Kingdom to an
adequute extent. It will be seen at
onte thut this change 1s most radical,
Heretofore the manufacturer, *let  us
sy, of  an American harvesting-ma-
chine, has been allowed to make It in
the United Stutes and send It over and
sell 1t in England. His English patents
protected him from  British  competl
tors, and the wages he pald In his fac
tory were pald to Amerleans, Here-
after, unless he would lose hls patent,
he must bolld another factory In Greudt
Britaln, and there make a porflon of
his product, The Inference 18, of course,
that the wages In that factory will go
to Englishmen. It Is not difficult to
see and sympathize with the British
point of view, A patent is, of course,
n lezallzed monopoly, The number of
patents annually granted by Great
Britain forelgners - I8 somewhat
greater than the number of  those
granted o British eitigens.  Each pat-
ent not only confers a benefit on the
owner of It, but by virtue of 118 being
& monopoly It deprives others of that
benefit,  Moreover, many patents  In
Amerien are used only as clubs,. They
are not operuted, but serve merely to
hold o special field away from compet-
ftors.  Both France and Germany pro-
tect thelr citizens from this evil, In
Franee n patent must be worked In
two years, and In Germany In three
Years. [t has scemed reasonable to
Eonglishmen that  their own  people
should share more largely than they
Lave done In the benefits which pat-
ents confer.  The lmportance of the
change may be judged by the esthnate
of the head of a prominent firm of
British ship-bullders that one hundred
and twenty-five milllon dollars wil he
Invested In Great Britaln for the man-
nfiacture of articles herctofore made
abrond.  About elght thousand patents
tome under the new Inw.
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Aceording to the Washington Post
the eall for fiction in the public Hhrg-
rieg of the capital has fallon off G5
per cent, The newspaper says that this
decrease hng been noted in niny other
oities, Novel reading has gone through
n great period of dissipation. 1t look-
ol for o time as i public libearies were
endowed and maintained for no other
purpose than to supply  fiction,  the
grenter part of It worse than useless,
It was disconraging to those who wish-
ed to see o marked bmprovement In the
avernge of intellectuallity becanse  of
the spread of lhraries. But the tide
has turned and heaven be prafsed for
that. The quality of the greater part
of the fiction which has been coming
from the presses of the publishers In
the last few years hns been markedly
Inferlor. Novel readers becnme Cham-
berized, MacGrathiclzed and MeCuateh-
eonated until Hfe, fiself, to muny, wag
n eross between a ocake walk and n
seene in the bhoudolr of her grace, the
Princess of Wurtenberg, or other. A
lot of the stuff which was advertised
ns historienl—always clever in  any
ase—had about as much history in
It as one of Grimm's. And the vest of
It was the froth of sonpbark and wind
which druggists sell In  glasses. 1t
there I8 u reaction It I8 a_thing to be
hlessed.  Rending fietion of the type
which usually wears a red binding s
often very rvestful. If one eannot be
amused by the characters there s ot
least amusement In wondering at the
author who conld write sneh  drivel,
But continued absorption of  modern
fletfon has the effect of enting
much enndy, It I8 bound to siekon In
time. A demand for material more se-
riong I8 in line with the more serions
thought of Amerieans,  Nearly every
onie Is coming to have spocinl Intepest
along cerfain Hoes and there 1s o need
of Iternture which delivers Informa-
tlon sueecinetly amd elearly.  The pub
e HMbraries mus=t sapply the more ox-
pensive and elnborate  works  which
renders eannot themselves  afford  to
purchiase.  When the bottom drops ont
of the Marold School of Fiction, there
will be still room for the good nnd
worthy etyle of novel—maore room, per-
haps, Then the Hbrarles cnn nse the
digenrds for the purpose nature intend.
od them—starting the furnace fires,

too

Strateny,
"1 thought your bank wasn't going to
give any vaention this yeary”
“Tt divin't Intend ta,” repliod the as-
sistant eashier; brown fromsa long ont-
fng, “but T put on an anxions look aml

puttersd over my hooks so long they

fusisted on my taking o rest.”

“So  they conld expert your ac
counte?”

“Surd,  And they found them In such

elegant shape that when I struck for a
rilse they had to give IL"—DPhlladel
phin Ledger. -

Happineas,
“Some folke” Idea of happiness,” siid
Uncle Eben, “is to Lab so much money
dat dey’d hinve to work foliteen howrs

n duy fohi de res' o der lves to keep

‘connt of IL"—Washington Star,

When a man asgks your adviee, he
always tells yon just how hLe e
you to dec'™

/
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The ealendar year of 1008 will be
memorable as the most disastrous

twelve months In history In point of
the destructlveness of forest fires In the
United States, It Is estimated that in
ordinnry yvears the average anoual loss
through forest fires in this country I8
not less than £50.000000, but. great as
I8 this havoe under what might be term-
ad normnl conditions, It appears almost
insignifleant by comparison with the
record-breaking waste of the present
perfod, when the aggregate loss will
probably amount to several times the
usual SHO000000.  For a considernble
interval this autnmn. when the forest
fires have been at  thelr height, the
flames were doing damage to the
amount of 1,000,000 4 day,

The principle eause of this epldemie
of forest fires hins been found, of course,
In the drought which hag been general
throughout the eountry ; but there have
ey other adverse conditions  whieh
have contrilmted to the menacing situn-
tion.  Twdewd, s an expert on forestry
recently polnted out, 1t has seemed as
though every inmginable unfavorable
condition has heen present this year to
help along the deadly and destroctive
work., Deadly—hecause, In sddition to
the Ioss of property. there has been an
appalling loss of life In connection with
this year's fires,

Even In an ordinnry year it Is esti-
mnted that not less than sixty-five lives
are Included in the toll exacted by for-
est fires during the twelve months, and
this year in the case of the human sac-
riflee, as with the loss of material
things, the average has been greatly ex-
ceailedd,  Moreover, there will he a se
quel to this year's fires that will Lot
appear in connection with any of the
statisties of loss at first hand from for-
eat fires, A8 readers of the newspapxrs
have had good cause to realize, the fites
this yenr have not bheen confined, as ls
oftenn the case, largely to the dengely
wooded and sparsely  populated  dis-
tricts, laying waste towns of conslider-
able slze and driving grent numbers of
peaple from thelr homes. As n result
of the suffering and exposure thus en-
tallel there will probably he much in-
validism and many deaths ‘hat, not
being immesdintely attributable to the
forest fires. will not be Included in the
statisties that will constitute the chron-
Iele of this year's fire record

Climatle Conditions Unfavorable,
Another unnsunl feature of the for-

firea of "8 I8 found in ‘he wide
range of territory visited by the flames.
In the Malne womds and In the Adlron-
Aacks of Northern New York; through-
put the State of Pennsgyreanin g in Mich-
fgan, Minpesotn and  Wiseonsin anl
other tervitory adjnecent to the Great
Lakes the forest fires raged simultane-
onsly, and even on the Pacifie Const
the menpee has been present, threaten-
ing among other things the destroction
of one of the finest groves of the prized
big trees.  Moreover. the forest fires
thig védar have been unusunlly dithenlt
to congquer, and in many Instances the
awners of magnificent private forests or
hunting preserves provided with  the
hest private fire-fighting systems  hoave
found themselves unable to eope with
the rapidly travellng fames and have
been obllged to appeal to near-by mu-
nicinnlities for aid.

The season’s unparalleled record has
ziven the conntry an unpleasant objeet
lesson a8 to what may happen any vesr
ad his aroused everybody  concerned
to o reallzation of the nesd of some
better system of fighting and prevent
ing this hmmense yearly losgs. Not only
hnve private Individuals and eorpora-
tHons owning thuber lands been stirred
to action by the spectacle of the past
few weeks, but the United States Gov-
srnment  has Innogurated o conntry-
wide efimpnlgn that It Is belleved will
polnt n way to prevent many forest
fires and to control those that, desplte
precautions, gain a start,

As a first step the natlonnl Govern-

st

Iment has had one of the most efficlont

rployes of its forest serviee, Mr. Ray-
momd W, Pallman, travellng over the

XIRCR )y rned areas In the Northwest and else.

lwhure. and not only gathering detalled

statistics that will be of value In urging
congressional aetlon on the subject, but
also taking notes as to the physieal
characteristios of the fires and all de-
tulls that might lead to a better undes-
standing of this destructive element
and the best means to circumvent 1t
At the same time the nationnl nuo-
thorities have detuiled an expert on for-
estry, Mr. DPaul G, Redington, to
mnke an Investigation of the whole
broad subject of furest fires and to
devise ways and mesns for ap iw-
provement of conditlous in the future.
In speaking of the llne of action to be
taken by the government o enlisting
co-operation for the common cause
Forester Redington  sald  recently:
“What Is wanted Is an organized ef-
fort on the part of the government,
the states, corporations and individy-
g, There sghould be adequate fire
Inws in every State where nny forests

L] 1 ahanid

vide for the appointment of fire war-
dens, who shounld have authority and
the power to enforee such, and to eall
upon the services of eltizens in fght-
Ing forest fires which oceur.
should provide a pennlty to Im-
posed upon any man who refuses to
give his services In time of nead."”

It redallzed  that the
through thelr
tives constitute one of the chief
sources of forest fires and conseqnent-
Iy one of the first moves which has
been made by Unele Sam In the pres-
ent undertaking was to Invite the rall-
ronds to make common enuse with the
federnl government agninst forest fire
mennee.  There have been  prepared
articles of ngreement for a co-opera-
tive working arrangement between the
government nnd those ralleonids whose
lines traverse the nationnl forests in
the West, and this iIs believed to he
but n heginning of a better under-
standing between some of the parties
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is

most concerned.  Without the unsel-
fish aid of corporations the United
States government  will  have uphiil

work In its crosade ngninst the forest
fire mennce,

The Forest Patrol.

When It comes down to systematic
methods of fighting forest fires, the
subject does not, happlly, present a
wholly unexplored fleld. For some
years past the United States govern-
ment has been rapidly developing an
efficlent patrol and fire-fighting system
on Its own forests, and, Inasmuch as
Uncle Sam now controls about one-
fourth of the forest area m the Unit-
ed States, It can be seen that the na-
tionnl nuthorities have had an excel-
lent practice ground on which to try
out thelr theories on a large seale.
The realization brought by the forest
fires of 1908 of the erylng need for

organlzed effort In fighting forest fires |

thronghout - the entire country, comes
Just at a tlme when the government
has its own system proctivally jlt-rl'm-l-
e, and there is no doubt that this
will be useid as a model that will e
copled by State and county authori-
ties, corporntions and private (ndividg-
nalg, who nre owners of extens!ve tim-
her 1ands.

Under the forest patrol system miin
talued by the United States govorn-
ment on s own Iand a ranger or
guard travels on foot or on horseback
over the district of  which he has
charge at regular Intervals nnd keeps
a enrefnl lookont for any fires that
may have started since hig preceding
piatrol.  This nomadic fire  warden
mukes especlally frequent trips along
the wagon roads, trails or other fre-
quented routes of travel through the
forest and not only keeps his eyes open
for ineipient fires, but cautlons all pep-
sons who may be travellug through the
forest to be sure that any fires that
they may light are fully extinguished
before the cnmp ground I8 abandoned

The arteries of travel through the
forest are also -extensively posted or
placarded with printed notices warn-
Ing hunters; enmpers und the traveling
public In general agninst the dangers
of starting fires except when absolute-
Iy necessary, or abandoning o camp
slte while the embhers of the enmp fire
are still aglow. Not only do the for-
est rangers, or government patrolmen,
pace thelr “beats" through the forest,
but every now and then each of these
gunrds climbg to  commanding eleva-
tioms or lookout points within his dis-
trict to survey the whole sltuation,
nmd, If the existence of a fire is dis-
coverad, the ranger either puts It ont
himself, If he is alde, or, If the flames
are too formidable for his unalded of-
fort, he summons the asslstance of
other rangers—S8t Louls Globe-Demo-
crat,

The law |

rillroads |
spark-emitting locomo- |

Dr. Sven Hedin's second Journes of
explorntion in Tibet i8 likely to prove
of the greatest valoe. So much mate-
rlal has the doctor collected, indesd,
[ that he has stated 1t Will be three or
|four years before he has worked up
Eull the Information galned regarding
tracts hithetto unknown to the West-
jern world, Durlug a congldernble part
[of his journey the explorer went dis-
gulsed as a common Ladakhl, his hands
and face dorkened with paint. When
strangers were met he drove the bag-
goge animals and sheep, as the inferior
servant of the apparent head of the
Cearivan, and was known as “Haji

‘ THE TIBETAN EXFLORER.

BVEN HEDIN, ALIAS “11AJ1 BAHA™

On severnl occnsions the real
business of the party
by the Tibetans, and
severul nurrow eSS,

Baba,”
wis suspected
the doctor had

HE WAS A SCIENTIFIC RUBE.

Knew More thnn the Exspert When
It Camoe to Locenl Conditlonns,
“We were sitting around the stove in
the bar of the little hotel in a Maine
town," writes an eleetrlcal salesmnn
In the Electrieal Review, “when the
cleetrle Hghts flickered aud went out,
“From the darkpess came a solemn

volee that sald:

““Klectrie lghts all out, Wgosh, and
yer it ain't blowin' hard, elther. Come-
thin's hnppened to the dyuamo, maybe.”

“T hind been selling electrical supplies
to the little lighting companies for sev-
eral months, but I had never hehrd this
particalar ldea expressed before.

“I luughed long and loud and was all
the more nmused when no one Jjolned
me,

“After they had lighted a big kero-
sene lamp T procesded to explaln to the
crowd that Ineandescent lnmps can't
be blown out by the wind. When I had
finished, the old rube who had com-
mented on the lghts sald:

[ ‘Look here, young man, it you knew
a little somethin' about loeal conditions
and about your own business, you'd
know that the wires In this township
are hung up slack on the poleg in some
places and that they got to siatting in

[ & good st broeze.  When they do,

there's a short ofreuit that puts the e

out of business,'*”

Cought the General,

One of the regulnr army oflicers tells
A story of how the old stringent army
rogilations once went against Gepoeral
Seott, One wet afternoon that soldler
was eanght in the rein in Washington,
ITe was In full uniform and was well
known, 80, no cab being near, he hor-
rowed an umbrelln.  Arrlving ot his
hotel, an underofficer approached him
and ecalmly remarked ;

“General, you will consider yourself
under arrest for eight days for Curry-
Ing an umbrelln while In full unle
form,"

No Terrors for Him,

U8 exclaimed the Rev. N, [orte,
"I'm surpriged to hear you swearing at
the heat, What will you do in the next
world, where there's not a drop of
water to moisten your parched——"

“Hub!" gronted the fat man. “Are
you sure there's no water there?"

“Positive.

“Ab, then there's no humidity : that's
whnt knocks me. I enn stund the heat”
—DPhlladelphin Pross,

Hiy Solicitade,

“Is it a fact that your mwokoer-in-lnw
Lthrew herself out of the thivd story
|wiminw and you did nothing to re-
slraln hery"

“Excuse me, T went to the frst story
| to enteh her, but she hod nlready
passed."—Diavolo Itosa,

When a ba rher _sl_u_rp _]El_t‘-}‘- shines a
|barber's shoes, does he got pald for 1ty

Or does he do It as o professiongl court
ogy?




