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Tune tornado season s "on™ anu
oountless roofs are off, In several West-
ery states,

No doubt there are a lot of men who
think a great deal of the theory that
laziness 18 a disease.

Mrs, Hetty Green's face may require
beauty treatment, but the face value of
ber notes needs no pomade,

A clergyman has placed a ban on
woman's blg hats, Everything else was
placed there by the makers,

Let nobody say the cottonwood I8 a
useless tree, It has been tapped and
found to contain natuval gas,

The man who swallowed a check for
§150 must have some personnl knowl-
edge of undigested securities.

Those night riders have been In the
suddle long enovgh by this  time to
be bow-legged, so that detectlon should
be an easy matter,

Alfred G. Vanderbilt admits that his
fncome has been reduced to $8500,000
a yenr, but he s keeplng a stift upper
lip and hoping for the best

The man who led o double life on n
salary of §16 n week must seem like a
wizard to the men who find It bhard to
live a slngle life on double that.

The “"Rev." Billy Sunday makes n
proper protest against the man who
guzzles chnmpague. Down with the
man whe guzzles anything, especially
soup !

The New York Evenlng Post quotes
an article by Dr. Otto Frelherr von
der Pfordten from the Nnturwissen-
echaftliche Wochensehrift, Itlsenough-
tostaggerhumaulty, -

There Is  nothing new in the an-
nouncement that war has been de-
clared agalnst the hounse flles, Owe
grandimothors used to fight them from
morning til nlght.

After the country’s standing timber
has been extinusted by a wasteful Jeo-
ple the Missourl viver will furnish n
practieally  Inexhaustible  supply  of
shngs for the wse of the wood pulp
trust,

The story Is told of o Texns conple
who walked ten wlles  through  ealn
and mud to got marcied,  Until some
couple walks that far, under shallae
conditions, to get n divoree, we're go-
ing to romain optimistle on the sub-
Jeet of marringe.

Between the birth of  the famons
General John A, Dix, In 1798, and the
death of his noted son, the Rev. Mor-
gan Dix, this spring, every President
of the Unlted States has Hyved. Wash-
Ington did not die till 1799, when the
elder Dix was more than a year old,
These two men, father and son, 1ivisd
in three centurles, and were ornaments
of two,

Amerlean nutlonal songg have heen
frequently  critlelzed  severely,  The
musle has been objected to as having
been borrowed, the words as not poetle,
On the other hand, Dr. Walsh, the
Beottish preacher, who lately visied
the Unlted Stiates, remarks  that
“Amerlea™ has one noble merlt: “It
15 the least belllcose of natlonal
hynins."

Amerlea hag offended some of s
profoundest  Buropean  eritles by Its
chronle optimism, What an Amerlenn
philosopher  calls  the  rellglon  of
healthy-mindedness flourislhies In this
country more than In any other: ouy
determined good cheer and faith in
prosperity moke the sadeyed world
shike Its wise head, The same eritles
will no donbt find: another example of
onr Incorrigible shallowness In the Na-
tional Prosperity Association, recently
formed In Bt. Louls, and will think its
motto, “Glve us a rest and sunshine,"
hopelessly silly. But underncath this
campiign of optimism 18 some hand
American business sense, and boards
of trade and other business orguniza-
tlons all over the country have Julned
In an applieation of mind-cure to the
financial depression,

Poor, blind, foolish creatures that we
are, we seék through the whole world
for remedies, and seek In vain, forget-
ting that God In His goodness has
piaced them right before us. The city
‘man, sk and tired of the nolse, the
confusion, the dirt, the smoke, the yn-
ending bustle and rush and rour and
rattle, yearns for surcease ung for
balm, If he will follow the true qfe-
tates of his soul he wlll eut out the
trip to Europe, or to a watering plaee,
and go to the good green country, It
will save him much money, and mayhbe
bis life. Here may bls weary heart

find peace complete In miracles of ¢ol-
ir, in spley, subtle odors, In sounds,
firm, deep, tumultuous, Here may he
be waked, fresh and bright, by the Bob
{ White's whistle on the dewy dawn, to
dream through days that are long-spun
thrends of gold linked by starry nights
| of sllver. Here may hd dreink, throngh
every quickened sense, the cup that Na-
ture fllls for us—an happy, driught, un-
mixed with paln. Solitude, plnin food,
pure water, frosh air, clear sunshine

by the sky—the Lest sanitarium that
ever wus! All the learned speciallsts,
with all thelr Intricate formulas, may
fall to help you, and a brief clusp by
mother nature, close to her heart, may
make n new man of you. Al the medi-
clnnl baths, even at the furthest end of
the earth, ecannct equal a plunge at
dawn Into an lce-cold pool direct from
n hiliside spring. All the dleticlans
cannot  prescribe a  more healthfol
breakfast than eggs and milk fresh
from the farmyard, All the physical
directors eannot devise g better exer-
clse than a brisk walk In the bright
sunshine along a country road.

What would Dr. Jolinson have sald
If he could have foreseen that within
two hundred years of his time those
whom he aptly echaracterized as
"wretehed unldea’d girls” would de
velop to the polnt where they oould
giathér In a gingle ety nearly a thou-
sand of thelr sex, each of whom hore
the tlme-honored degree of bachelor of
Brise A1 the grod old erdte could bgve
been In Boston at the recent assembly
of the Assoclation of Colleginte Alum-
nne, he must have amended his sav.
age comparison of a woman's preach-
Ing to a dog's walking on s hind logs
—not well done, but surprising In that
It should ‘he done at all. For these
learned  ladles spoke well, presided
with dignity and falrness, debated with
courtesy, and got through a vast deal
of business and pleasure In the week
of thelr meeting. The nssoclatlon com
prises the women griaduntes of twen
ty-five Belected colleges. It “numbers
thirty-six branches and about thicty
five hundred members. It lhns an o
terest in every problem of education
and sociology, and I8 full of a warm
good-fellowship, The subjects of dls
cusslon at this twenty-fifth anniver
gary of the associntion were numer-
ous; but two faets In regard to the
meetlngs struck an Impartinl observer,
First, the women were not anxions to
do all the talking themselves. They
called to thelr platform a large nun-
ber of men wise In counsel, who gave
of thelr very Lest to the large audi-
ences, of whom certalnly ninetenths
were nlumnne,
the note of the meeting was In great
contrast to the radicallsm whieh mark:
ed shmflay conferences ten years ngo,
The couservative woman had lhep sny
and won her praise, The educated wife
and mother was  recognized s the
finedt product of civilization. The
teacher—the foster-mother of soclety—
was given the glory too often denied
her. In short, there was good cliser i
these nlomnae meetings for every glri
who wants diseipline and knowledge
Just that slie may use them to make
hersell n better daughter, friend, wife

generating soclal foree, In whatever
statlon It has pleased God to eall her.

Tennis Rackets,

What most affects the life of the g,
In o lawn fennls racket Is dampness,
says the New York Sun. Nowadays
rackets nre strung so tight that the
strings break with even  grenter  fro-
quency than before. The iden I8 that
tight gut sends the ball with grester
fgree Trom the very tense surfuce, The
dampness gots right after these yery
tnut strings. A lnwn teunis man was
explaining recently what preeautions
haye to be taken 'n sending rockets
whrond : \

“When first we began to send them
tn Bermuda, for Instance,” he sald,
"we put them werely In waterproof
covers.  Greatly to our surprise  we
lesarned that the entire flrst shipment
had arrived with strings broken, We
tried the same packing agaln, with the
same result

“Then we reallzed what was  the

boxes, Bach hox was earefully soldered
up and that made them airtight and
damp proof."

The lawn tennis man explained »
new wrinkle of players. At the end
of n season some of them have all the
gut cut out of a favorite racket. Thiy
I8 done becanse If the gut were left in
a string might break in the winter and
put the straln all on the slde of the
frame, warping It

“With a favorite racket they think
It better to pay for restringing them

“It doesn't hurt a racket to restring
It; really 1t helps and Improves it."

A Hold-Up,
“This perfume, sir, 18 $4 an ounce.”
“No wonder you fellows manke money,
getting $4 for a scent"—Knnsas City
Times,

Whut has become of the marrled
woman who looked In a superlor way
at the old malds?

and the good old enrth, all roofed In:

In the second nluvu_!

anid mother, and an uplifting and ru-l

trouble and packed the rackets in tin

than to run those chances” said he. |

MANAGING A
POLITICAL

NATIONAL
CONVENTION

Nutionn] conventions are very ey-
'pensive affairs.  Their cost to the party
"holding them Is estlmated at not less
{than $160,000, and perhaps more. In
each great party 18 o body of wise men
known a8 the “Natlonal Commlttes,”
|Tluls body I8 the acme of political as-
cension. A man may be a proud mem-
ber of a division ecommittee, which is
the first step In the ladder. But wlen
“Hle reaches the dizzy helghts of na-
Ptlonal committeeman from - his  State
‘and sppenrs at the conventlon with a
hadge ns blg as an anclent breast-
plata gn that there ecan he no mistake
in his standing, the helght of ambi-
{t1on Is reached. There I8 one national
teommitteeman from each State. 'This
august hdy meets In December pre-
ceeding o natlonal conventlon, examines
{the clafms of the different eitles that
“desire the gathering. and eritically
looks Into the slze of the “guarantee.”
ns it 1s called. This latter form means
that the cjy paying 4he most money
{usually gets the conventlon, The guar-
nntee I8 accepted Ly the committee-
men, ol they then proceed to spend
Ut lavighly,  Apartments at the most
expensive hotels arve secured, a host of
:mrm[n_\'vu I8 retained and business be-
ging in real form. The hotel bills of
the Natlonal Committees are some-
thing enormous.

| Machinery of a Conventlon,

While the preliminaries are being
arranged the delegites are arriving.
{The delegate to the Natlonal Conven-
tlon Is generally a person of lmport-
ance at his home. The Demoerats re-
:llulrv # twothivds vote of all the dele.
Eiutes present  pind voting to mnke na
nonduation.  The Republieans requive
a majority of those present and voting,

Xt o nntlonn]l convention each State
has its own headquarters, where the
delegntes gather. They do a lot of
“eonferring” with each othier and with
delegates from other States, They hald
meetings amd eleet chalrmen nad hon-
orary vice presidents, The honorary
vice president hns a seat on the plat-
form and nn exten ticket, but ljttle
else. The chuirman does the dickering
In some cages: In some cnseg the posl-
tion Is n sinecure: Usnally the “eon-
ferring” and the dickering begin days
before the convention is to be called
Yo order,

Prior to the ealling of the conven-
tion to order the National Committee
1s virtually in command of the situa-
tlon. With it lles the arranaging of thé
detalls, the “framing up” of the pro
cedure of the first sesslon, the selection
of the temporary chairman, and, in ¢
great many cases, though not always
the progeam making ofs the whole con
vention, temporary and permanent or
.mlllmliln:ls, nominating and platform
building.

Conventlon Is in Ofder.

Now for the gonvention, the grea!
meeting that the country has looked
forward to for so many weeks. The
ehalrian of the Natlonal Committee
calls the convention to order, usuuily
about noon npon the day set.
| The conveation called to order, the
proceedings are opened with  prayer.
(e chairmnn pequests the secretary
ltn read the call for the convention,
 which 18 done, Then the Yolleall Is
gone throngh, gnd this takes a lot «of
{thme. The next step Is the aunounce-
ment hy the chnlrman that the commit-
(tee offers to the conventlon ns Its tem-
porary chalrman the name of So-nnd-
8o, There are lond and prolonged
{cheers, and by a vivn voce vote Mr.
"Bo-and-So 18 uanlmonsly elected. There
I8 usunlly little trouble over the elee
tion of u temporary chalrman. The
hairiman then appoluts a committee to
escort the temporary chalrman to the
platform; the band plays, the delega-
tlon from Mr. So-and-8o's State makes
a lot of nolse, and all s merry.

It I8 Incumbent on the temporary
chalrman to make a spesch. He Invarl-
,8bly tnkes advantage of the opportu-
nity. He “sounds a keynote.” It is a
Bustalned note. It Is Invariably a trib-
ute to the “party of Abraham Lincoln”
at the Republican convention, and a
glorificatlon of the “party of Thomas
Jefferson™ ut the Democratic, 1t lasts
(0 very long time,

After the speech varlous resolutions
are offered.  Usoally these have been
|arvanged for in advance, find the tem-
porary chalrman wopks gecording to a

Slight Variation in the Procedure Between
Republicans and Democrats.

Great Power Wielded Vigorously by the National Committee
Preliminary to the Gathering—Handful of Leaders Control
Machinery, Nominations and Platiorm.

priuted schedule, ealling on Joha Doe
and Richard Doe at the right time, so
that there may be no hitch. Commit-
tees nre appolated ; one on resolutions,
which will have the drafting of the
platform; one on credentlals or con-
testedd seats; one on permanent or-
gunlzatlon. These are the important
ones.  When they are all chesen, and
there has DBeen a lot of hand-clapping
and cheering, as well-known men are
appointed to this or that committee,
the temporary chalrman snnounces an
adjournment, usually until the next
Any.
FPulling Wires In Committee,

At last the machinery Is In motion
and the district delegate begins  to
wonder what he is on hand for. A
big man at home, he Is lost In the
hurly burly and roar of the conven:
tlon. Ile may be assigned to a commit-
tee, but he had nothing to do with
that. The State hoss deelded that so-
and-so should be a member of the Per-
manent Organlzation Committee: that
Mr. Brow:n, who 18 a political econo-
mist, should be honored by a seat in
the Resolutions Committee, and that
the Boss himself or one of his most
trusted lieutenants should be a mem-
ber of the Credentinls Committee. These
bodies all meet separntely, All  the
contests that were handled by the No-
tlonal Committee the week previous go
to the Committee on Credentinls unless
pressure has been brought fo have the
contestnpts withdraw thelr fight. The
Credentinls Committee wires are pulled

the same as was the Natlonal Commit-

tee, and the result Is usually nearly
the same.
Framing the Platform.

It Is when the distriet delegate sits
in the Commitiee on Resolutions = to
draft the platform that he lu-’gum to
renlize that he 1s only o small “
compnred with the bosses, The genlal
Mr. Doe, who bas been coming to the
national  conventions siace 1808, 1s
elected chalrman with o hureah.  He
nssumes his position and draws from
his pocket a earefully prepared doeu-
ment, which the secretnry procesds to
read. The district delegate might have
had an Iden some tiwe previously that
e would be consulted as to the plat-
form. But the party leaders saved him
nll the trouble and worrlient. They
lind skilled men at work on the plat-
fortn weeks before, aud It I8 built ac
cording to thelr ideas. The commlttee
usually ndopts the platform with a
rush. Bometimes there I8 a fight on
surticulnr toples.  But party expedi-
mey usually rules.

Real Work Now Beglnns,

The Credentials Committee fre-
juently sits for three days and the
onvention must wait until Hs labors
ire finished.  The Comwmittee on Pep-
manent Organizition is usually a cut
ind dried affalr,  Finally the Credes-
tals Committee reports and the new
roll 18 made up. Then the Committes
m Permanent Organization makes [ty
report. It recommends that the “Hon-
arable Senator or Mr. So-and-80" be
alled upon to preside.  Uheers greet
the name, and the geatleman i escort-
od to the platform. After he has been
clected he mnkes a profound speech, the
nther officers are chosen and, like race
horses, the meet 18 on,

If the Committee on Platform Is
ready to report It reports after the
permanent chairman los made hig
speech.  On the report there must he
4 roll eall. There I8 always, too, the
possibllity of a fight. Certain “planks”
that pfease Maine may be nbharvent to
Texas. When the matter of the plat-
form Is disposed of, either by the com-
mlittee reporting or by the announce-
ient that it 18 not ready to report, the
permanent chalrman announces another
recess ; maybe untll the next day, pos-
sibly untll later In the same day,

Nominatlon of n Candidate,

Frequently the time Is taken up with
speeches placing the candidates for
President In nomination. These ad-
dresses are usually good In thelr way,
Men noted for their eloquence, who
ean portray the virtues of the aspirant
in language that will thrill thelr heap-
ers, nre selected for this work. The
pintform I8 usually nccorded the spenk-
er and his oratlon Is halled with deat-
ening applause and cheers. Each can-
didate 18 brought to the front and hig

works palnted In glowing colors. Then

comes the critieal perlod. Tht.-'dlsrrlct
delegate belleves now 1s the moment
when he counts for something.

The roll eall beging and  proceeds
monotonously. The chairmen of the
diferent delegations alone do the talk-
Ing. That Is all there I8 to i, The
first ballot In the convenstion I8 usunlly
devoted to complimenting favorite sons.
After that the real work begins. The
district delegate Jearns that lLe Is not
to vote as he intended, but that he will
vote for some one else on the second
ballot.

Suddenly there i a roar in the con-
ventloa, It is n mlrghtr shout, louder
than canonon.  Somebody hing been nom-
inated for Presldent, Amidst great
disorder the rolleall Is pushed to con-
cluslon. The chalrman tries to learn
how the tellers agree in thelr count.
But the erowd knows all about it. The
chalrman, powerless as Mrs. DParting-
ton with a broom agalnst the waves
of the ocean, trles to do his duty. The
shouts and cheers keep up for ten or
more minutes. Exclted men parade the
alsles, earrying thelr State banners,
cheering and gioging. Finally, when
order Is restored, the chalrman  an
nounces formally the name of the nom-
Inee.

World Knows the News Quickly.

This is greeted by more cheering snd
everybody 18 happy except the friends
of the defeated. They move to make
the nomination unanimous with a for-
mnal grace that lacks enthuslasm. This
I8 done and the band pluys. 13 the
ipoantimo the ellok of dhe n-h._rf-u:.h in.
strument shows that the news hus begn
varried to every town und hamlet In
the country. It hus been cabled to for-
elgn countrles. The rulers of 4ll na-
tlons kaow within a few minutes after
the nominntion who Is the prospective
President of the United States

No matter how long It has taken te
c¢hoose a nominee for the Presidency,
the whole performande has to be gone
through ngain when It comes to nom-
Inatizng a ecandidate for the second
place on the ticket. There are not so
many “favorite sons,” however, and ong
ballot frequently suffices.  More nolse,
more enthusiusm. The convention has
nominated the ticket. - =

Each State delegation, at one of Its
conferences, has chosen s cuandidate
for member of the National Committee.
The election of this committes I8 now
In order, It I8 put throngh quickly, as
a rule, and without a hiteh, Then reso-
lutlons of varlous sorts are passed.

The tleket 18 named, the convention
passes Into history and the battle for
power mid patronage begins, The dis-
trlet deleizate goes home.  Iis toswns-
e congratulate him on his good work.
—I'hiladelphin Publle Ledger,

THE “FIXER" OF GOTHAM.
New York Enst Side Character Has n
Renl Mission In Life,

You will not fiud him mentioned in
the city's charter nor on the pay roll
of Greater New York, but the enst side
“fixer" is an established lnstitution and
Is a8 lmportant In his way as the po-
lleemnn who samples the wares of the
pusheart peddler, or as the white-robed
street clemner,

When “allens come to this country,
says the Ameriean Ifebrew, and are

enmeshed In a mountain of ordinances *

and regulations it is obvious that thely
lapses from the stralght path marked
out for the native must be viewed with
an eyve of softened by kindness.

“T'his eye of kindness Is the ‘fixer.
He Is the man who rushes to the rescue
of the unfortunate wight who has boern
canght In the wheels of the law and
who needs a sponsor,

“Necessarlly  the ‘fixer’ Is {he int)-
mate friend of the ward hoeler, of the
distriet leader and necessarily of the
Judges of the minor conrts, “He is s~
ally bluff, hearty, good-natured and
with a genulne love for his fellow
citizens,

“When a pusheart peddier 18 snd-
denly made to realize that he Is violat-
ing the law by standing on one gpot for
more than the rvegulation number of
minutes, and he Is arrested by the -
Ueemnn who has baen sampling his
heans or his fruit, It I8 not n pleasant
sitnation In which he would find him-
self if he had no means of communions

ting with friends who are friends of <

the ‘fixer.

“It I8 the *fixer’ who sees the distrley
leader for him, who appears n court to
suy n good word for him, who sees the
Judge before the case Is callog, ana
who, If necessary. puts up  the boiy
to take him out of fafl for the nieht

“It must not be supposed that the
‘fixer’ 18 n philanthroplst, J1e disdalins
ethles and elvie virtue ns the fanatie
mouthing of the slik-stocking follc.
What he does Is done for his own goml,

“If he does not recelye Ly fee In
money he knows he may count upon the
rescued Individunl for his vote, and a
vote 18 easlly converted Into monetary
value. As the friend of thosp In dis-
tress he becomes an Influence | the
veighborhood, and an army of such
friends may lead to politica prefoer-
ment of lasting Importance,”

Ever bothered with lugomutn 7 Plane
players and dogs seem most frequently
affiicted In this way, And the poor
things make an awful fuse about It




